
IN NUMBERS 

7.1 million  
facing crisis level food  
insecurity or worse (IPC 3+), 
July-September 

 

213,000  
people facing catastrophic 
food insecurity, (IPC 5) July-
September in famine-like 
conditions 
 

1.5 million 
children under 5 facing  
acute malnutrition up to the 
end of 2022  
 

3.7 million  
people assisted by WFP with 
relief assistance in July 
 

331,000  
people reached with  
nutrition assistance1 in July  

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
• In July, WFP supported over 3.7 million people with relief food and cash-

based assistance. The majority of relief assistance was provided through 

cash assistance.  

• WFP reached around 331,000 beneficiaries1 with nutrition assistance in 

July.  

• Faced with increasing needs, and thanks to new resources committed by 

donor partners, WFP is scaling up and increasing its coverage of 

assistance in the coming months. WFP is targeting 4.5 million 

beneficiaries for relief food and cash-based assistance and is scaling up 

its nutrition support to reach over 444,000 acutely malnourished 

children and pregnant and lactating women and girls (PLWGs) in the 

coming months. 

• WFP has continued to provide critical support services to the 

humanitarian community through the United Nations Humanitarian Air 

Service (UNHAS) and the logistics cluster.  

• Thanks to the generous financial support from donors in July, WFP 

received confirmations of USD 211 million as new contributions, of 

which USD 205 million was earmarked for lifesaving food and nutrition 

assistance.  

 

SITUATION UPDATE 

7.1 million people are facing Crisis or worse food 

security outcomes (IPC Phase 3 and above) in 

Somalia, and over 213,000 people now face 

catastrophic hunger and starvation (IPC Phase 5). An 

estimated 1.5 million children under the age of five 

face acute malnutrition up to the end of 2022, 

including 386,400 who are likely to be severely 

malnourished. The number of people displaced by 

drought across the country has increased, and 

currently stands at over 1 million people.  

The 2022 Gu rainfall season performed poorly this 

year and ended earlier than anticipated with most 

regions left with inadequate precipitation while 

others received none. This marks the fourth failed 

cropping season since late 2020. A historic fifth poor 

Deyr rainy season is forecast in October this year, 

which will result in continued high humanitarian 

needs well into 2023.  

Food prices continue to increase due to the 

prolonged drought, high global food prices, 

1 Nutrition figures comprise of all curative and preventative nutrition assistance.  
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increased demand, and high fuel prices that are 

leading to fluctuations in transport costs. Staple 

cereal and cooking oil prices are between 25 and 

160 percent higher than long-term averages across 

Somalia. The urban poor, IDPs and pastoral 

communities are at the greatest risk of being 

impacted by these conditions due to their high 

reliance on markets and preference for imported 

food items.  

 

 
WFP Response 

 

FOOD ASSISTANCE  

In July, WFP provided life-saving food assistance to 

3.7 million Somalis under famine prevention efforts. 

A majority of WFP’s beneficiaries received cash-

based transfers which allowed for WFP to maintain 

integrity, transparency, and efficiency during 

distribution cycles. WFP’s relief assistance has more 

than doubled from 1.7 million people reached in 

April to 3.7 million people supported in July. 

With WFP’s support to the Government of Somalia, 

the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA) is 

scaling up its shock response efforts to alleviate the 

sufferings of the affected people. This involves 

leveraging the shock-response delivery systems of 

the Safety Net for Human Capital Development 

Project (SNHCP) for the delivery of cash-based 

humanitarian assistance. As of July, within the 

ambits of this initiative, over 922,000 people have 

received vertical top-ups.  

  

NUTRITION  

In July, WFP provided nutrition support to around 

331,000 beneficiaries. Of this, emergency nutrition 

treatment services were provided to around 

291,300 beneficiaries, including around 223,900 

children under 5 and around 67,400 pregnant and 

lactating women.  

WFP has been scaling up its nutrition treatment 

response, including increases in caseload, treatment 

sites, and outreach. WFP plans on reaching over 

444,000 acutely malnourished children and 

pregnant and lactating women each month in the 

coming months. WFP is ensuring convergence of 

nutrition support and general food assistance, 

targeting households with malnourished children in 

the most food insecure locations including those at 

risk of famine. 

Nutrition prevention activities stopped in the 

second quarter of 2022. WFP has received resources 

to resume prevention activities on a small scale 

from September to December. WFP will target 

114,888 children aged 6-23 months and 57,497 

PLWGs. Areas with Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 

rates above 15 percent, populations in IPC 4 and 5, 

and IDPs will be a priority. 

 

UNHAS  

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service 

(UNHAS) provides critical air services to help 

humanitarian actors reach the most in need in hard-

to-reach and drought-affected areas. In July, UNHAS 

transported over 1,335 passengers and more than 

15 MT of urgent cargo and relief items to 16 

locations across Somalia.  

 

LOGISTICS CLUSTER  

In July, the Logistics Cluster continued to strengthen 

the operational capacity of partners to respond 

effectively to famine prevention needs by 

coordinating logistics efforts. The Cluster provided 

transport services to nine partners including UN 

Agencies, NGOs and Government. As a result, 107 

MT of relief cargo was transported to 11 locations 

across Somalia.  

Humanitarian access remains a concern due to 

insecurity, especially in areas under the control of 

armed non-state actors, creating high dependency 

on airlifts and increasing the cost and complexity of 

logistics operations.   

 

 

COORDINATION 

WFP is working with the International Organization 

for Migration (IOM), the United Nations Children's 

Fund (UNICEF), and other partners to implement an 

integrated minimum response package, providing a 

combination of multipurpose cash, nutrition 

assistance, shelter, hygiene and water access to 

15,000 of the most vulnerable recently displaced 

households in Banadir and Baidoa. Over the past 

three months, close to 90,000 beneficiaries have 

been supported with these integrated services. This 

approach will be scaled up in the coming months.  

 

 

 
1Nutrition figures comprise of all curative and preventative nutrition assistance.  
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 

WFP is stepping up efforts to increase access into 

hard-to-reach areas affected by the drought. In these 

locations, humanitarian needs and the risk of famine 

remain high, however, access constraints continue to 

prevent the most vulnerable from receiving food 

assistance. WFP has started to provide assistance in 

Burhakaba district of South-West region. So far WFP 

has registered around 70,000 people for relief 

assistance, and is working to provide or scale up 

assistance in other hard-to-reach areas impacted by 

the drought.  

 

RESOURCING OUTLOOK  

WFP thanks all donors who have generously 

supported the people of Somalia with increased 

contributions for the famine prevention response. In 

July, WFP received confirmations of USD 211 million 

as new contributions, of which USD 205 million was 

earmarked for lifesaving food and nutrition 

assistance.  

WFP requires just under USD 314 million across all 

activities for the next six months (August 2022-

January 2023), including USD 258 million for relief 

assistance. WFP will face pipeline breaks starting from 

October, unless additional resources can be secured 

in time. 
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OUR DONORS 

El-Khidir Daloum, Representative and Country Director 

Laura Turner, Emergency Coordinator 

Muriel Calo, Deputy Head of Programme 

Ozal Pradhan, Operational Information Management 

https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/somalia-emergency 
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WFP is implementing the World Bank-financed Shock Responsive 

Safety Net for Human Capital and the Shock Responsive Safety Net 

for Locust Response projects on behalf of the Ministry of Labour and 

Social Affairs. 


