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Overview
Belize is a low-lying coastal nation that is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change and the resulting 

intensification of natural hazards, chiefly storms and flooding. As extreme weather events become more severe, 

rising sea levels, coastal erosion, and the degradation of valuable marine environments threaten protective 

coastal ecosystems such as mangroves, sea grass beds and the Belize Coral Reef. 

PADF developed the project “Community Preparedness and Resilience in Belize” to support vulnerable 

socioeconomic and cultural groups in the town of Dangriga and the village of Hopkins located in the Stann 

Creek District. Working in close coordination with local public, private and academic entities, PADF is carrying 

out a multi-phased project aimed at increasing community resilience in vulnerable coastal areas through 

capacity building, training and climate smart infrastructure projects.

The project will impact more than 14,000 people in both communities.

Objectives
• Capacity Building and Training

• Community-Based Contingency 

Plan Development and 

Strengthening of Early 

Warning Systems

• Implementation of climate 

resilient infrastructure 

projects



Activities
•   Implemented a six-week training for 

2 Community Emergency Response  
Teams (CERTs) 

•   Carry out Global Positioning System (GPS) and

risk mapping training with help from the University of Belize

•   Equipped 2 CERTs with disaster preparedness and response equipment

•   Launched 8 public awareness campaigns aimed at protecting the community’s most fragile ecosystems 

•   Provided trainings at 7 schools in climate change, good environmental practice and sustainable coastal

zone resource management, in addition to emergency drills at 2 schools
•   Trained 4 local groups (fisher associations, community-based organizations and beach and volunteer

groups) in sustainable coastal zone resource management and good environmental practices

•   Carried out hazard-mapping exercises and created 2 community risk and resource maps
•   Developing 2 community-driven Contingency Plans
•   Developing 3 Contingency Plans for participating hotels and tourism providers

•   Carry out 2 climate resilient infrastructure projects

Partners
The Belize Coastal Community Resiliency 

project, part of the Taiwan–PADF Disaster 

Assistance and Reconstruction Fund for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, is made 

possible through the support of the 

Government of the Republic of China 

(Taiwan). Disaster response training 

was carried out with support from the 

Belize Red Cross Society.

About PADF
The Pan American Development Foundation, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, brings together many 

stakeholders to improve livelihoods, empower 

communities, strengthen civil society, support human rights, 

protect the environment and respond to natural disasters in 

Latin America and the Caribbean. Established by the 

Organization of American States in 1962, PADF has worked in 

every country in the region. In 2015 PADF reached more than 

17 million people by investing over $93 million in development 

resources in 22 Latin American and Caribbean countries.
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