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HIGHLIGHTS 
• As of end of July, the East Africa region has reported more than 52,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 

and over 1,600 confirmed deaths. Kenya and Ethiopia are the worst affected countries, accounting 

for nearly 70 percent of the cases in the region. WFP has adjusted existing programmes and worked 

with governments to meet the increased food security needs of the vulnerable populations affected 

by the pandemic, in particular newly food insecure urban populations in Nairobi, Addis Ababa, Juba, 

Mogadishu, Kampala and other cities across the region. 

• Urgent action is needed to avoid the triple threat of COVID-19, floods, and locusts having 

catastrophic consequences for East Africa. These shocks do not just have immediate, short-term 

effects, they exacerbate prevailing food insecurity and undermine livelihoods and development gains 

that took years to build. WFP estimates the number of acutely food insecure people in East Africa 

could increase by 73 percent – from 24 million pre-COVID-19, to 41.5 million before the end of 2020.   

• WFP plans to assist an additional 3.9 million people in 2020 because of the impact of COVID-19 alone, 

bringing the total number of people assisted by WFP this year to 25 million. To meet their food and 

nutrition needs over the next six months, WFP requires over US$ 1.1 billion. WFP has continued to 

sustain critical lifesaving assistance, scaling up to meet these new needs and supporting 

governments and partners in the national COVID-19 response plans. Leveraging  on WFP’s expertise 

in social protection, cash transfers, WFP has supported governments to expand existing  and 

introduce new social protection and safety  programs to meet the food and nutrition needs of the 

vulnerable, including urban populations.   

• In the face of these unprecedented challenges, WFP has  also kept food moving and  operations 

going across the region to continue to serve our beneficiaries. WFP launched the Addis Ababa 

Humanitarian Air Hub as one of the first global hubs for COVID-19 Response in close collaboration 

with the Government of Ethiopia.  
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Food Distributed (MT) 

70,796 mt 

Food Insecurity (IPC Level 3)  
15,620,946 Individuals 

Confirmed Regional COVID-19 Cases 

as at 31 July 52,626 

Number of people provided with WFP food 

assistance in May 6.6 million 

Cash based Transfer (US$) 

US$ 23.2 million 

Number of people provided with WFP 

Cash assistance in May US$ 2.5 million 



Regional Net Funding Requirement 
(Aug. 2020 - Jan. 2021) 

USD 1.6 billion 

Funding Shortfall 
(Aug. 2020 - Jan. 2021) 

USD 1.1 billion 

WFP RESPONSE *  
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*Net Funding Requirements: July-Dec. 2020 

Refugee and Relief Updates 

The East Africa region is home to over three million refugees and six million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Refugee 

populations are of particular concern due to the high-density population in the camps and their dependence on 

humanitarian assistance, particularly as many have lost their income sources as work opportunities have  decreased due to 

the pandemic.  

Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Somalia and Djibouti have reported COVID-19 cases in the refugee camps. Governments in these  

countries have introduced various measures to contain the spread of the virus including movement restrictions in and out 

of the refugee camps. WFP is supporting governments efforts through risk communication during distributions using 

various channels such as posters, engaging community leaders and radio spots. WFP is also providing food assistance to 

refugees in isolation and quarantine centers in Kenya, South Sudan, Djibouti and Ethiopia. 

WFP has adjusted its distribution modalities and introduced additional measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 

transmission. These include double distributions of food in all countries in the region to minimize large gatherings, hand 

washing stations, prepacking of food and introduction of contact-less verification mechanisms.   

WFP requires US$74 million to continue critical support to refugee populations in the region. In Uganda, WFP Uganda was 

forced to reduce the rations to 70 percent of the food basket due to funding challenges and needs  US$25 million  to 

continue food assistance at this critical time. 

The recent floods in the Horn of Africa countries affected more than 2.2 million people and displaced over 1.1 million. In 

response, WFP in collaboration with the governments has supported floods response activities in Kenya, Djibouti, Ethiopia 

and Burundi.  WFP has assisted over 35,100 people in Kenya, 22,370 people in Burundi, 72,000 people in Somalia and 

200,000 in Ethiopia with food assistance, enabling them to meet their immediate food needs.  

The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) is leading on locust control operations and estimates up to 2.5 million people 

could need assistance due to crop and pasture damage caused by the worst desert locust swarms to Kenya, Ethiopia, and 

Somalia in decades. WFP is supporting food security assessments in the region to quantify the impact of locusts on food 

production and availability. From August, WFP will provide emergency cash assistance for six months to a total of 600,000 

people in 43 locust-affected districts in Somalia, funded through a contribution from the World Bank. The support will focus 

on improving access to food and basic needs for the vulnerable in the short-term, but also to secure the means to generate 

livelihoods and enhance human capital assets in the future. 
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Social Protection  
Given the huge increase of acutely food insecure people in the region,  WFP, working in collaboration with governments, 

has supported the expansion of social protection programmes in the region to provide support to vulnerable population in 

the urban areas, mostly through cash or vouchers. In Ethiopia, WFP has supported the scale-up of the urban Productive 

Safety Net Project (PSNP), WFP aims to reach 17,500 people with cash assistance from July 2020.  

In Kenya, WFP has started a three-month cash assistance programme to support 279,000 people living in informal 

settlements in Nairobi, complementing ongoing government assistance. Each family is receiving KES 4,000 (US$40) covering 

at least 50 percent of the minimum food basket for urban populations, aligned to the transfers provided by the  

Government in the same areas.   

WFP Djibouti, in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Affairs (MASS), assisted 6,100 households with cash

-based transfers in Djibouti  city. Preparations are ongoing for urban and rural food assistance for 

households affected by the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19.  

In South Sudan, WFP has prioritized assistance to around four million people during this period including populations in 

areas of IPC Phases 3, 4, and 5 and displaced populations. WFP will expand existing safety net to reach an additional 1.6 

million of the most vulnerable, market-dependent populations – including 1.1 million people in urban and peri-urban areas 

and 500,000 people in rural areas. 

Schools in Kenya, Djibouti, Rwanda, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Somalia and Uganda have been closed for several months, 

affecting over 1.5 million children who rely on school feeding. In Burundi schools have closed for the summer holidays but 

will resume in September. WFP Burundi  is prepositioning food stocks to ensure school feeding is not disrupted when 

schools re-open in September after the summer holidays and will continue to ensure that hygiene, social distancing and 

food safety standards are followed to mitigate the risk of increased infections at the schools. WFP-Burundi  school feeding 

operations require up to US$5 million to cover the planned 580,000 school children from September to December 2020.  

WFP is working with governments to provide alternate distribution modalities to over 500,000 school children through take 

home rations (THRs) in Ethiopia, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, and Uganda. Distributions were completed in Rwanda, 

Uganda, (Karamoja sub region), South Sudan, and Somaliland. 

School Feeding  
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Nutrition 
The triple threat in the region has the potential to erode achievements attained thanks to WFP’s interventions alignment 

with regional governments food and nutrition policies.  

WFP, UNICEF and other key nutrition partners have launched a 

call to action to protect the nutrition status of the most 

vulnerable women and children across East and South Africa 

from the effects of COVID-19. Emphasizing the need to ensure 

inclusion of key preventive and curative nutrition actions in 

national response plans, and adequate resourcing for the scale 

up of key nutrition actions. 

WFP has prioritized nutrition activities across the region, 

switching to double distributions and enhancing prevention 

measures at WFP sites.  WFP is also pre-positioning specialised 

nutritious foods and is working to ensure that manufacturing 

lines of these foods are not disrupted by trade restrictions to 

ensure continuity in nutrition activities. WFP is also using its 

deep-field presence and strong ties to local communities 

beyond the reach of fragile health systems to pass vital 

information on COVID-19 to communities that would otherwise 

be left behind.   

WFP Kenya has expanded its Management of Acute Malnutrition (MAM) programme to Nairobi County. WFP will work with 

community based organisations funded by the United States Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance, to reach 2,500 children 

aged 6-59 months, pregnant and nursing women, and the elderly in 123 facilities in Nairobi’s  informal settlements. WFP 

Rwanda continues to support the national led efforts of reducing stunting, through the smart simplicity approach which 

has been scaled-up to additional districts.  
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Resilience Activities 
Resilience activities are ongoing in most of the countries; however 

they have been disrupted in Kenya, Somali and Rwanda. WFP’s 

livelihoods and resilience activities are critical in supporting 

communities recover from economic shocks. In line with COVID-19 

social protection needs and the government’s COVID-19 recovery 

plan, WFP Rwanda has resumed asset creation activities. Simplified 

Community-Based Participatory Planning (CBPP) sessions took place 

in seven districts participating in the Sustainable Market Alliance and 

Assets Creation for Resilient Communities and Gender 

Transformation (SMART) project. The community participatory 

sessions incorporated COVID-19 prevention measures.  

WFP Kenya continues to support 390,000 vulnerable people to 

diversify and improve their livelihoods. In-kind distributions are 

ongoing to support communities in the arid and semi-arid counties 

of Tana River, Garissa and Wajir Turkana, Marsabit, and Mandera . 

WFP has put necessary measures in place to ensure safety of  

beneficiaries, staff and partners during distributions. In Somalia, 

WFP supported beneficiaries enrolled in livelihood activities with 

cash transfers for two months, after activities were put on 

hold. Livelihood activities will resume as is feasible, putting in place 

mitigation measures to reduce the risk of transmission. 

WFP Uganda is working in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender Labour and Social Development, providing technical 

assistance in the Urban Cash for Work Programme (UCWP) which is part of the government’s COVID-19 and floods response. 

The programme will target 500,000 and 800,000 people  across 14 urban centres and 16 flood affected districts, with an aim 

of improving their livelihoods and food security.  

Vulnerability Analysis & Mapping 
WFP is actively engaged in assessments and analysis for evidence-based programming and to track the impacts of COVID-

19 on Food Security and Markets and to inform on targeting approaches. WFP has scaled up remote approaches and is 

working with a number of stakeholders to facilitate mobile phone-based surveys for desert locust assessment (with FAO), 

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis including in urban areas (with FAO, UNICEF, and governments), 

and joint analysis with UN Habitat on urban vulnerable populations. In addition, WFP is also supporting the regional 

leadership of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) to analyze and define the overall food security and 

nutrition needs in the region.  

Gender, Protection, and Accountability to Affected Populations 
WFP is engaging with the Risk Communication and Community Engagement Task Force in the region, contributing to and 

supporting governments in identifying and strengthening strategies for risk communication for the COVID-19 response. In 

South Sudan, WFP has been  delivering awareness sessions on Gender-Based Violence (GBV) prevention and response, 

Targeting and inclusion as well as prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) to clusters - Food Security & Livelihood 

Cluster (FSLC) and Nutrition. WFP partners, and WFP staff as a step towards GBV and SEA prevention and mitigation. This is 

in response to the increased gendered risks of exploitation, abuse and violence for women and children, posed by the 

pandemic. In the area of Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP), WFP is leading a collaboration between Internews, 

Food Security & Livelihood Cluster (FSLC) to strengthen information provision, WFP has started the process  of developing a 

standard online Affected Populations training for FSLC agencies in South Sudan. 
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Supply Chain, including Bilateral Service Provision 

The economic impacts of COVID-19 have made it difficult for poor households to afford food due to rising food prices, 

particularly in South Sudan and Ethiopia. WFP together with partners are closely monitoring the market conditions across 

the region. According to FEWSNET, poor households are expected to face increasing difficulty purchasing their minimum 

food needs prior to the July/August harvests in bimodal areas and prior to the September/October harvests in Ethiopia, 

South Sudan, and Sudan.  

The Addis Ababa humanitarian hub continues to support the transport of protective equipment and medical supplies for 

the COVID-19 response across 52 countries in Africa. The Hub has handled 870 metric tons or almost 6,300 cubic meters of 

cargo from around the world and dispatched it to all 52 African countries. Enough cargo to fill two and half Olympic-size 
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swimming pools! The hub has facilitated free-to-user cargo to Burundi on behalf of WHO in addition to delivering office 

hygiene items to WFP Burundi, Ethiopia, and Rwanda. Through the hub, WFP’s global passenger air service is serving an 

increasing number of destinations in East Africa, including  Bujumbura, Djibouti, Entebbe, Juba, Kigali, Mogadishu, and 

Nairobi.  

WFP maintains its logistical support role to Governments, UN Agencies and the humanitarian community, providing 

coordination and technical assistance through the WFP-led Logistics Cluster. Through the WFP-led UNHAS, the Logistics 

Cluster in Somalia, Ethiopia and South Sudan, jointly with WFP’s Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), continues to support 

the transportation of Ministry of Health medical teams and COVID-19 supplies. In June, over 60 metric tons  of cargo was 

transported through UNHAS on behalf of partners and Governments in Somalia, Ethiopia and South Sudan. 

WFP has augmented its logistics services for partners facing challenges and ramped up partnerships with organizations like 

TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) to facilitate ‘safe trade’ and reduce congestion at regional borders. This includes provision of 

screening and storage infrastructure, providing personal protection equipment  at border points, collaboration on Safe 

Trade Zones and participation with TMEA in regional trade facilitation task forces. In August, a East Arica Country Driver 

Tracking app will be piloted to ensure that drivers receive their digital COVID-19 certificates at departure points in 

Mombasa, Nairobi, and Naivasha Inland container Depots and Eldoret. Over 1,000 truck drivers have already been issued 

with digital certificates. 


