
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Up to 5087 COVID-19 cases were reported in Gabon as of June 24, showing a surge of 

new infections in all the Country’s provinces. Even though a slight decrease from 18% to 

16% in the infection rate was documented during the reporting period, an uptick of active 

clusters nationwide infers that the pandemic is taking hold with no strong evidence of it 

substantially and rapidly abating. Over 30,000 tests were undertaken with an insufficient 

and uneven capacity as the bulk of the testing infrastructure is based in only three 

provinces. The death toll rose to 40 with a fatality rate as low as 1% whilst the recovery 

rate kept improving with 42%. For the disaggregated data men account for 59%, women 

41% and children under 18 around 6.5%. 

 

Faced with a generalization of the pandemic across the entire country, the Government 

is dealing with a complex evolving situation in managing already scarce and overstretched 

resources. In its endeavor to mobilize additional resources in order to cope with the 

increasing needs, an agreement was signed with the Gabonese Patronal Confederation 

in a Public-Private Partnership scheme to mutualize efforts and strengthen the national 

response. Gabon is also spearheading regional efforts within the ECCAS leading to the 

elaboration and validation of the COVID-19 Response Strategy.  

 

The measles outbreak is adding to the challenges as several provinces and health districts 

are reporting cases. To stem the epidemic, joint Governmental, UNICEF, WHO efforts are 

being deployed aiming at enhancing the epidemiological monitoring and the testing 

capacity and organizing a National Vaccination Campaign.  

 

On the socio-economic front, the Government is in the process of amending the 2020 

finance law to deal with the pandemic impact and the looming economic downturn and its 

consequences on social spending. This supplementary budget Act, underpinned by the 

economic recovery and the social protection of the most vulnerable, is currently in the 

process of ratification by the Parliament.   

 

UNICEF continues to dedicate more resources in an integrated and holistic-driven 

response to scale-up interventions, leverage and expand the partnership towards 

protecting and improving children’s situation. 

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

WASH/IPC  
 

 As a result of the WASH/IPC assistance,  8 water and 

handwashing stations were installed in Libreville main 

hard-to-reach districts serving the most vulnerable 

population lacking Essential Social services and facing 

more  exposure risks to the pandemic. Water provision 

is a key component from this intervention to ensure the 

continuity of the service during the upcoming months 

and potential peaks of the pandemic.More than 20,000 

are already benefiting from WASH services including 

handwashing 

  

As a major preventive effort in the Central prison of 

Libfreville, the  CO completed the WASH facilities 

constructed early by providing additional treatment, 

safe storage and security capacity. The revamped 

infrastructure will increase the availability of safely 

manage drinking water to 3,500 inmates and prison 

officers. In addition, children without parental care have 

been provided with WASH/IPC services in the transit 

and hosting centres.  

 

In a bid to reduce the spread of the virus within public 

areas, the CO equipped the Central Libreville 

Municipality Office of Hygiene. As a result, a large  

desinfetion campaign in the Capital was launched  

during the reporting period and has already covered the 

most frequented marketplaces, municipal libraries and 

bus stations. Thank to UNICEF support, the Social 

Centre of Central Libreville Municipality has started the 

production of local made  face masks that will be 

handed to the most vulnerable people at discounted 
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prices, while providing additional revenue for poor and 

vulnerable women working in the  social centre.  

RCCE/C4D 

 

UNICEF is increasing its RCCE response which 

represents one of the most integrated and systematic 

intervention in the country involving a wide array of 

partners, strategies, channels, medias and tools. A new 

collection of UNICEF-supported messages and spots 

are being broadcast in prime-time on the National 

television and will contniue to be aired for the upcoming 

three next weeks accompanied by multidimensional 

radio programmes and urban displaying campaign.  

Over 1,387,000 persons have access to steady and 

consistent quality content. This multimedia campaign is 

spurring social dialogue on COVID-19 and child rights 

as a whole with documented feed-backs from the field 

from mayors, religious and community leaders, parents, 

caregivers. The content is being replicated by numerous 

local and regional medias not initially part of UNICEF 

partnership. The scope  of the campaign which cover 

the pandemic, the CRC, Essentiel Family Practices is 

unprecented and is laying the groundwork for a large 

commitment and child-right culture movement.   

The digital component has been stepped up by civil 

society within Emergency SSFAs, disseminating 

engaging information about COVID-19 and child 

protection and giving the voice to 5617 persons 

including children.   

 Youth and adolescent engagement was fostered 

trough training, social moblization and innovation 

platforms mainly U-Report and Chatbox which is in its 

final trial phase.  

 

Furthermore, technical support and capacity building 

were also provided to the RCCE committee within the 

National Coordination mechanism to devise a 

communication plan that will streamline the overall 

approach and integrate the efforts. The Committee was 

integrated in the RCCE Regional Network which 

coordinates major technical an financial partners,   

accessing thus extensive resources, databases and 

community of practices.       

Education 

 

UNICEF brought a considerable and multi-fold 

contribution in the education field ranging from strategic 

support to the access to remote learning and school 

supply kits. Children in 21 urban and remote rural 

pedagogic districts and 1082 targeted schools have 

benefited from this assistance improving their learning 

conditions.       

UNICEF is also leveraging substantial resources in 

partnership with the World Bank to provide WASH/IPC  

basic and essential services to schools throughout the 

country upon resumption of classes. This aims to 

promote safe school protocols for COVID-19 prevention 

and control, hygiene measures and awareness and 

ensure the protection against potential epidemics and 

infection diseases through the provision of WAHS 

services, the procurement and distribution of hygiene 

products and C4D actions and a sustainable and 

national-driven approach.          

Child protection 

UNICEF is fast-tracking and scaling-up child protection 

response to bring a comprehensive package to 

safeguard the most deprived children across the 

country. This extension was launched in the wake of the 

commemoration of the International Day of African Child 

2020 (DAC) which has mobilized alongside the MoJ, a 

large spectrum of CSOs, under the theme ‘’Access to a 

Child-Friendly Justice System in Africa”. In addition to 

Libreville, the services were extended to the other eight 

provinces with 250 children in detention benefiting from 

a humanitarian sanitation kits, awareness sessions on 

COVID-19, HIV/AIDS and Malaria prevention as well as 

education and recreational kits.  This brings the number 

of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements to 950.  

Moreover, up to 6,608 children were provided with 
community based mental health and psychosocial 
support complementing the other catering and caring 
measures. Additionally, more than 811 children and 
adults accessed safe and accessible channel to report 
sexual exploitation and abuse.  
The continuity of child protection services was given an 
utmost priority to avoid disruption in birth registration, 
juvenile justice, and VAC prevention. 
 

Health and HIV/AIDS  

To address the overlapping epidemics, the Country 

Office is leading the advocacy and programmatic  

efforts to respond to the measles outbreak trough 

ressource mobilization, communication and 

microplannig. A collaborative work with WHO led to the 

resumption of services in the International Vaccination 

Center which were disprupted during the pandemic.    

For the HIV/AIDS, UNICEF is assisting in the PMCT 

data collection and analysis as well as the testing 

capacity.   

 

Social Protection 

 

UNICEF is prioritizing the social protection strategic 

support and foresight, inclusive and transformative 

schemes as well as information and data collection and  

analysis to alleviate the COVID-19 adverse effects on 

children and vulnerable groups.   

 

This covers evidence-based social budgeting, policy 

design and contribution to the Government current food 

vouchers programme. UNICEF is co-leading the UN 

social protection and ESSs working group and is 

partnering with ILO, WB and UNDP to support the 



Government in preparing its socio-economic outlook 

with a focus on the pandemic repercussions on the 

disfranchised segments of the population. 

 

Pilot interventions are implemented with Libreville 

Municipality’s Professional Center to empower and 

enable vulnerable women and disabled person to get 

productive equipment and to hone their skills and to 

produce masks for the neediest. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

 

The Country Office is closely monitoring the pandemic trends and ramifications and is iteratively assessing the situation 

to readapt strategies and programme interventions. Significant adjustments are being made in line with the Birth 

Registration Continental Campaign and the commemoration of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child (ACRWC) to further accelerate the progress in fulfilling this fundamental right.  

 

This is encompassing the SDG-Funds results to limit the pandemic impact while restoring birth registration rights to the 

most-disadvantaged children from indigenous groups. The normative aspect is also revitalized in collaboration with the 

MoJ and the Parliament to revise the birth registration Civil Codes Provisions in a comprehensive legislative reform to 

better harmonize domestic laws with the CRC and ACRWC. 

    

A task force composed of the Government, UNICEF, UNAIDS, UNFPA and sixteen CSOs has finalized a Programme 

Concept Note on (i) the continuity of treatment and care for vulnerable adolescents living with HIV/AIDS and (ii) the 

strengthening of Community Engagement in the COVID-19 response. This implementation will span the upcoming 

months. 

 

UNICEF consultations with the Parliament Child Rights Committees to adapt the partnership to the new COVID-19 

juncture and the post-pandemic outlook have outlined a programme covering (i) parliamentarians capacity building in 

the areas of social budgeting and child-centered policies, (ii) legislative reform, (iii) high level advocacy for child rights.  

 

 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

During the reporting period, the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency, the Global Thematic Funds for Education, and the Global Funds for 

Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV-AIDS, contributed to UNICEF Gabon COVID-19 

response plan. The requirements of the response plan amount to USD 750K, out of 

which USD 200K have available.  

 

  

* Funds available includes funding 

received against current appeal as well 

as carry-forward from previous year. 

Funds 
available

$200K

Funding gap
$750K

Funding status



External Media 

UNICEF Country Office has rolled-out an external communication and outreach plan to document the COVID-19 
response and to raise the overall UNICEF profile.  A pertinent and steady content was produced and disseminated on 
various national medias and UNICEF and United Nations platforms. The launch of the CFCI4COVID-19 get a wide 
media coverage. 
 

link  
 

UNICEF Gabon, repurposing Child-Friendly Cities Initiative for COVID-19  

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s 

https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact:   

Donatien Tameko  

Representative, a.i  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24174964946 

Email: dtameko@unicef.org  

 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 

Communication Specialist  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24162480907 

Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 

Michel Ikamba 

OIC Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24177502370 

Email: mikamba@unicef.org 

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/covid-19-r%C3%A9ponse-du-gabon
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/ICON/SitePages/UNICEF-Gabon,-repurposing-Child-Friendly-Cities-Initiative-for-COVID-19.aspx?from=SendByEmail&e=vdyG_XvYdUO1MLc5gHcY4w&at=9
https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s
https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e


 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services 
1,400,000 1,387,560 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE ACTIONS 440 322 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ 
clarifications for available support services to address their needs through 
established feedback mechanisms 

6,000 5,617 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
70,000 21,450 

Health   

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
300 - 

Nutrition   

- - - 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning  108,000 76,739 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)  
600 0 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements 
1,500 939 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community 

based mental health and psychosocial support3 

10,000 6,608 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 
1,000 811 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training 
on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

60 60 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs  

- - 

 

  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 150,000 40,000 110,000 73% 

WASH & IPC 100,000 10,000 90,000 90% 

Health 70,000  70,000 100% 

Child Protection 110,000 50,000 60,000 55% 

Education 180,000 70,000 110,000 61% 

HIV/AIDS 40,000 30,000 10,000 25% 

Technical Support, Operational Cost, 

Coordination, M&E 
100,000 - - 100% 

Total 750,000 200,000 550,000 73% 

 

 


