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Current issues 

Health centers in need of rehabilitation 

The spring mudflows in Khuroson district south of 
Dushanbe inflicted serious damage to Uyali 
hospital, the district health center servicing 23,000 
people. The tuberculosis ward was totally flooded 
with 1.5 meters of mud, as were auxiliary facilities, 
such as the kitchen and the heating unit. The 
hospital can now admit only 40 patients, against 90 
before. The courtyard and other lightly affected 
parts of the hospital were cleaned by hospital staff 
and the community, and some minor repairs were 
done. The World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the European Commission provided medical kits 
immediately after the disaster. 

Due to a lack of funds, major rehabilitation works 
have not been conducted. Essential medical 
services and supplies are no longer available, and 
many patients have to be sent to the central hospital 
of Jomi. 

On the border with Afghanistan, the health facility of 
the town of Pyandj was destroyed by a mudflow, 
and has not been rehabilitated. The center is no 
longer functioning, and people need to seek medical 
care many kilometers away. 

For more information: craighampton.who@tajnet.com 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Response activities 

Humanitarian reporter visits disaster zones 

In the last week of September, Alimbek 
Tashtankulov, humanitarian reporter for the United 
Nations-linked humanitarian news and analysis 
service IRIN, visited four of the districts hit by the 
spring disasters in Tajikistan. He met displaced 
people in Khuroson, visited damaged and destroyed 
schools in Qumsangir and Rudaki, and inspected a 
tent clinic and makeshift shelter of the Tojiksoy 
community in Pyandj. 

Visiting Tojiksoy residents still living in tents in Pyandj | UN 

The resulting reports will highlight the plight of the 
victims of the disasters and their unmet needs to 
readers from around the world. They will be 
available on the IRIN website: www.irinnews.org.  

 
12 schools seismically retrofitted in GBAO 
FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance, an affiliate of the 
Aga Khan Development Network, retrofitted 12 
school buildings in the districts of Vanj, Rushan, 
Shugnan and Roshtqala in Gorno-Badakhshan 
Autonomous Oblast (GBAO) to improve their 
resistance to earthquakes. The intervention included 
seismic netting of the school walls, strengthening 
foundations with cement, and placing additional 
pillars to support the school ceilings and roofs. 

The structural safety interventions were combined 
with earthquake preparedness trainings for more 
than 15,000 participants. The 12 schools were 
handed over between 22 and 25 September in the 
presence of the GBAO Department of Education, 
the district government and FOCUS.  

The project is a component of the School Safety 
Initiative, financially supported by the United States 
Department of Agriculture. For more information: 
malohat.shoinbodova@focushumanitarian.org 
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Preventing floods in Pyandj  

Eight excavators started clearing 100 km of 
drainage channels clogged with plants and silt in the 
remote district of Pyandj, on the border with 
Afghanistan. The blocked waterways had turned the 
surrounding fields into swamps. Moreover, after 
heavy rains they frequently caused flooding of 
residential and agricultural areas. 

To prevent further floods and recover the fertile land 
for agriculture, the Agency for Technical 
Cooperation and Development (ACTED) is 
removing the sludge from the trenches and installing 
gates for the control of irrigation water. Local 
communities contribute in kind by providing labour 
for clearing the channels where the excavators can 
not reach, for instance under bridges and in very 
narrow stretches, and for the installation of pipes. 
The pipes will evacuate rain water from the fields to 
the drainage channels. 

After three weeks of work, 10 out of the 100 km of 
waterways have been cleared. This hands-on 
intervention costing $ 289,000, is part of the project 
‘Improving the Livelihoods of Vulnerable Rural 
Populations in Sughd and Khatlon Oblasts in a 
Participatory and Sustainable Way,’ supported by 
the European Union. 

For more information: rano.mansurova@acted.org 

 

2.5 million children being immunized 

A nationwide campaign to immunize 2.5 million Tajik 
children against measles and rubella was launched 
on 28 September. The two-week campaign targets 
all children between one and 14 years of age. The 
immunization is carried out by health workers at 
urban and rural health centers as well as by mobile 
vaccination teams visiting schools and 
kindergartens.  

This large-scale campaign is implemented by the 
Ministry of Health with support from the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and WHO. 
Timely immunization against childhood illnesses is 
an important and proven tool to prevent illness and 
to improve health and well-being of children. 

For more information: asodiqov@unicef.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Coordination 

$ 100,000 for housing in Khuroson 

An additional $ 100,000 was raised to build 
earthquake-proof houses for the displaced families 
hit by the mudflow in Uyali village in Khuroson 
district. The equivalent of $ 50,000 was contributed 
by the Caritas branches in Switzerland and 
Luxemburg, while the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) allocated another $ 50,000.   

The funds, together with the $240,000 already 
mobilized for shelter, will allow for the construction 
of about 25 houses for the most vulnerable families. 
More funds are required to build houses for over 
200 families who are currently living with family 
members or returning to their old houses, which are 
deemed unfit for habitation. 

With the fresh money, the REACT Early Recovery 
Appeal, of which the shelter project is part, has 
attracted $ 1.2 million in funding or just 16% of the 
total amount required to restore the thousands of 
spring disaster victims to their pre-disaster living 
conditions. 
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