
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIOLENCE AGAINST HEALTHCARE: THE HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR 
CONDEMNED THE KILLING OF A HEALTH STAFF IN THE NORTH-WEST  

The crisis in the North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon has seen a large number of 
attacks on healthcare, with health workers or patients threatened, injured or killed, as well as 
medical infrastructures damaged or destroyed.   

 

On 26 February 2022, presumed non-State armed groups elements stopped a medical convoy 
of two vehicles from national partner returning to Bamenda was stopped at a checkpoint. 
Gunshots fired caused fatal wounds to one medical personnel who was rushed to the hospital 
and later deceased. The team, which included a total of 18 people, was returning from delivering 
healthcare services to people in need in Ashong and Nyonga localities in the North-West region. 

On 28 February 2022, the Humanitarian Coordinator in Cameroon strongly condemned this killing 
and called on all parties to the crisis to refrain from targeting healthcare.   

“Health workers must be protected so they can continue to save lives. The provision of health 
services is a priority of the humanitarian response in the region. Health services and facilities 
must remain functional, safe and accessible to people who need essential medical services” said 
Mr. Naab.  
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 FIGURES  
(UNHCR     JANUARY 2022  
IOM JULY 2021  
OCHA AUGUST 2020) 
 

 4.4 million 
  People in need of     
  humanitarian assistance      
  (Humanitarian Needs     
  Overview 2021) 

 

 3 million  
  People targeted (Humanitarian    
  Response Plan 2021) 

 

 1 million 
  Internally displaced people 

 

 482,215 
  Refugees and asylum seekers 

 

 518,853 
  Returnees (previously IDPs) 

 
 

 

 FUNDING 
  (HRP 2021, FINANCIAL     
  TRACKING SERVICES –FTS) 

444 

 US$ 362 million 
  Requested  

 51 per cent 
  Funded as of 31 January 
  2022 
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HUMANITARIANS MOBILISE AS CHOLERA CONTINUES TO SPREAD IN THE COUNTRY 

The cholera epidemic that began in the South-West region in 
October 2021, spread to in the Littoral, Centre, and South regions. 
Cholera is now also affecting the Far North region. Over 14 health 
districts are affected by the epidemic in the country and as of 13 
February, the Ministry of public health reported 1,326 cases and 38 
deaths.   

The situation is particularly alarming in the South-West region where 
the security context is volatile and health facilities are not equipped 
for an appropriate response. Access to the affected health districts 
is challenging. For example, certain localities are only reachable via 
maritime access. 

Coordination, surveillance, investigation and case management in 
affected regions is ongoing, and closely monitored. Partners are 
supporting the Ministry of public health in the preparation of 
vaccination campaigns in the South-West region, targeting over 
200,000 people.  

Awareness campaigns on cholera began, with the distribution of 
posters and leaflets in French and English in the Littoral and in the 
South-West, as well as the production of audio and video ads. 
Sensitisation sessions were conducted, including around the 
national youth day celebrated on 11 February, sharing key 
messages on hand and food washing, cooking, and vaccination.  

 

LOGONE BIRNI DISPLACED POPULATION STARTS TO RETURN TO THEIR HOME DESPITE CHALLENGES 

In December 2021, the intercommunity crisis in the Logone Birni 
district led to the displacement of over 70,000 people to Chad and 
to other localities in the Far North region.  

In February 2022, more than 9,000 people returned to their 
localities in the Logone Birni district, representing over 13 per cent 
of the population displaced after the intercommunity clashes in 
December 2021. Most of the returnees are coming back from Chad 
and the Logone et Chari division. 

Despite relative calm, many challenges remain as houses have 
been burnt and belongings destroyed. Housing and access to food 
and non-food items are among the most important needs of the 
returnee’s population. In addition, the nutritional needs of 
thousands of children remain unmet due to insufficient resources.  

As school exams approach, education is of concern in the 
localities affected, as 26 primary schools remain closed, because 
of the displacement of pupils, teachers and heads of schools. 
Over 9,000 children (3,692 girls) do not have access anymore to 
education.  

In February, the humanitarian community issued an advocacy note, requiring US$ 8.6 million to meet identified urgent 
needs and assist internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, and other populations affected by the crisis. 

 

 

 

 
For further information, please contact:  
Karen Perrin, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, perrink@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 
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Robert a resident of Missiska village in Logone Birni 
district surveys the damage after the village was attacked 
and burned  
Credit: UNHCR Xavier Bourgois  
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