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Fig 1: Flooded Village in Jowhar town 
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1. Introduction  

GU seasonal rains started in Middle Shabelle in late April which resulted flooding in Jowhar 

surrounding villages (Baarey, Bananey, Hansholey, Libigha and parts of jowhar town) and 

other villages affected includes Dai Gwan. River shabelle had formed  two breakages one in  

moyko  which is 2 km from south of  Jowhar town and the other breakage is in Baarey 8 km  

north east of Jowhar town.  The river breakage in the south of Jowhar at Baarey is at an 

alarming stage and concreted efforts by the local population to close the breakage point has 

not been successfully.  

The rains are expected to continue within the Ethiopian highlands and the upper parts of 

middle Shebelle, Somalia. The increasing trend of water  levels along the river is expected to 

continue given the forecast and the current situation, the risk of flooding remains high and is 

likely impact new locations that have not been impacted by the first floods.  

   1.1 Assessment Objective  
The main objective of this assessment was to : 

• Assess and identify the immediate impact of the floods to the local populations, level of 

displacement and location to displacement  

• Identify gaps in the critical services in areas hosting newly displaced population  

2. Main Findings of the Rapid Assessment  
The floods have created new humanitarian situation for a population who were already lacking 

critical social services. The flood have also destroyed schools and interrupted the learning of 

many children it also destroyed social centers, camps, wells, water points, mosques and football 

fields have been completely inundated in the villages and have disrupted the daily lives of people 

which can create further risk of disease outbreaks and exposure of protection risks. The main 

challenge facing the community is lack of food and shelter. The victims of the river flood are 

predominantly peasants (small scale farmers) whose farmlands were destroyed and the crops 

were washed away by the severe flooding of Shabelle river. The floods destroyed maize, sesame, 

beans, Sorghum and vegetables 

Previously, Hirshbelle‘s government brought 2500 sandbags and Somalia Red Crescent Society 

delivered 4000 sand bags, however it seems this will not be enough to close the breakage.         

River water levels continued rising following heavy rains within the Ethiopian highlands, 

downpour of rain flash in Beletweyne and middle Shebelle. Currently at Jowhar, the level is at 

3.95 m, however the rainfall forecast, the levels are expected to continue rising along the 

Shabelle River with moderate to high risk of flooding in the coming days. The river breakage at 
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Baarey is yet to be resolved and the waves of floods go further affecting large hectares of farm 

crops.  

The main route between downtown Jowhar and the Jowhar Airport is also disconnected. Besides, 

a large swath of farmlands and infrastructure have been destroyed, and livelihood has been 

severely disrupted in communities hardest hit by the crisis, has also engendered the suspension 

of transportation along the road between Jowhar and Mogadishu, leaving several passengers and 

commercial vehicles stranded. Similar overflowing of river banks is also reported in Mioko and 

Bareey, Jowhar District. Local authorities fear that the sustained concentration of water may 

permanently disconnect the Jowhar-Mogadishu road if swift action is not taken to remedy the 

situation. Most of the vulnerable affected household members also cope with this situation by 

adjusting meals through reducing times and quantity, borrowing from relatives, etc. 

In general the floods has not caused any death of human beings but in the locations such 

xansholey and lebiga approximately 15 animals of goats and cows died of the flood flash,        

The following are summary of the breakdown of the affected villages  

Village # of displaced HHs Displaced to Locations  Farmlands destroyed (in 
Hectare) 

Baareey 750 Gumba and Outskirt  
1300 

Moyko 405 Kongo 500 

Jowhar 100 Jowhar town 200 

Libiga 800 Dhaygawan 850 

Bulocadi 150 Outskirt 150 

Bannaaney 150 Kaluundi /Jowhar town 840 

Xaansholey 400 Dhumaley 1,500 

Liinta 192 Outskirt 63 

 2,947  5,403 

 

All the locations hosting the newly displaced populations have no humanitarian services and the 
displaced population are currently in urgent needs for frontline humanitarian services such as 
health, water and sanitation, food, NFIs/Shelter and protection services.  
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2.1 General Humanitarian Needs  
In situations of flooding the risk of family separation, severe distress for children due to the shock 
and loss of homes and disruption in daily life, as well as a potential increase in gender-based 
violence (GBV) due to a breakdown in community structures, law and order, and a lack of physical 
protection, may require protection specific responses. The displaced population comprises 
Children, Women, older persons without support, persons with disability, female headed 
household, pregnant and lactating women/girls, members of marginalized groups, mentally or 
chronically ill individuals who at risk further harm. 
 
Road movements have been involuntarily suspended, causing scores of passengers and vehicles 
to be stranded in unsuitable conditions.  

2.1.1 Immediate Needs: 
The following are general needs Multiple sectorial needs identified as immediate needs and 

can contribute in preventing further displacement.  

• River embankment – The local population have embarked on building the river 

embankment as the floods continue and there are many open and leakage points. There 

is urgent for stopping the current breaking point and the other potential points that are 

likely to break as the water level continue to increase.  

• Emergency Shelter & NFIs – As the rain season has started, displaced HHs need Protection 

mostly children, elderly and women, NFIs are most needed as they left everything. 

• Access to Food - Since crops are destroyed and people have no access to food and their 

purchasing power is limited since no harvest for at least two seasons due to poor rain 

performance and Locust. 

• Clean water tracking to provide their destination as the colour of the river is very dirty. 

• Nutrition – provision of energy biscuits and other nutritious supplements are needed for 

the children and lactating women and elderly people 

• Emergency latrines- There is urgent need to construct latrines in the all new 

displacement sites, open defecation has been identified as major concerns and this is 

likely to create the risk of water borne-diseases.  

• Protection Services-  there is need to support to provide Psychosocial services for women 

and children as they experience stressful situation. GBV and CP services are both in non-

existence in the current displacement sites .  

2.1.2 Protection Findings 
Interviewed community leaders have indicated that many families separated including children 

and are currently residing in differently locations, incidents of the gender-based violence as well 

the presence of the armed actors in the areas of displacement likely to create unprotective 

environment for children and adults.   
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The increased risk of further flooding created panic and fear among the children and parents, 

Interviewed children have stated that they fear floods, snakes, crocodiles and the risk of 

drowning.  Parents requested that there is need for anti-venom treatment as snake bites are too 

common in all flooded areas. There are no health services in areas of displacement and this is 

likely to impact the health of children as the risk of respiratory ailment is high given the adverse 

weather conditions  and the lack of shelter for the displacement families.  

There is heighten risk of sexual violence against girls and women as they are exposed to open 

living conditions  and lack the protective shelter. Many girls fear going out to push as there aren’t 

latrines.  

Protection Intervention  

The following interventions are urgent needed and recommended for possible floods response 

both in the immediate and medium terms.  

• Monitoring of protection risks in communities affected by floods and advocacy individuals 

protection assistance to person with heightened vulnerability and specific needs 

• Strengthen preparedness measures for speedy family tracing and reunification (including 

psychosocial support for separated and unaccompanied children, children in disaster 

• Mobile and Static Psychosocial support intervention mainly through the child friendly space; 

this will immediately contributed in reducing the stressful situation children are experience 

and will reduced the exposure to physical hazard and the risks related drowning inn flooded 

areas.  

• GBV and CP Case Management including identification, documentation, tracing and 

reunification of the separated children and unaccompanied minors.  

• Provision of dignity kit and material items such as solar, mats, mosquito net and matters to 

women and girls affected by floods. 

• Supporting parents and caregivers to keep children safe at home, prevent family separation 

through risk communication and dissemination of GBV and Child Protection prevention 

messages 

• Support transportation for referral for GBV survivors. 

• Community mobilisation and awareness on GBV and COVID19 prevention messages on 

affected population. 

• Provision of Anti-Venom treatment as there are many snake bites specially for children.  
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Annex :- Photos of the affected communities.  

 

 

 

 


