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Islamic Republic of Iran • Earthquake  
Situation Report No. 1 
Tuesday 12 August 2012   

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA 
Humanitarian Support (HSU) in Iran and the Resident Coordinator. It covers the period from 11-12 August 2012. 
The next report will be issued on 14 August 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Two earthquakes with a magnitude of 6.4 and 6.3 on the Richter scale hit the East Azerbaijan 

province at 12:23 UTC (16:53 local time) and 12:34 UTC (17:04 local time); 
• The disaster has left 300 dead and approximately 2000 injured. An estimated 17,000 are in need of 

assistance; 
• The National Disaster Management Organization (NDMO) and the Iranian Red Crescent Society 

(IRCS) have dispatched relief and Search and Rescue (SAR) teams to the area. National authorities 
have not declared an emergency situation and have not requested international assistance. 
 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
• At 12:23 UTC (16:53 local time) on Saturday 11 August 2012, an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.4 

on the Richter scale and at a depth of 9.9 km hit the Eastern Azerbaijan province of Iran. A second 
earthquake measuring 6.3 struck 11 minutes later at a similar depth north-east of the city of Tabriz (see 
map below). The earthquakes heavily impacted three cities of the province, Ahar, Heris and Varzaghan. 
The province has a total population of 3,691,270 with many of the affected spending the night outdoors 
in the open. 
 

• More than 60 aftershocks have been recorded and official sources indicate that 133 villages were heavily 
damaged (between 50% and 80%) and 12 were completely devastated. The death toll currently stands 
at 300 and the number of injured rose to 2006 with reports that the number could increase further to 
3,000 or more. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
• According to government officials, as many as 92 relief teams (with more than 860 staff) were 

dispatched to the area by the NDMO, the Iran Red Crescent Society (IRCS) and neighboring provinces. 
These include 15 Search and Rescue (SAR) teams, 3 helicopters, 71 ambulances and 40 operational 
cars. As many as 12 life detectors have been made available.  
 

• According to officials, up to 17,000 people have been displaced and are in need of temporary shelter. 
The IRCS reports that it has erected 5,636 family and group tents and dispatched the following relief 
items: 7,585 bed sheets, 11,000 blankets, 2830 kitchen sets, 104 water containers, 5,000 jerry cans, 
2520 heaters, 4500 lighters, 20,000 packs of washing powder, 22,852 pieces of soap, 12828 tins of tuna 
fish, 5400 tins of conserved food and 700 body bags.   
 

• The Minister of Interior, the Head of NDMO and the President of the IRCS are currently visiting the 
affected area. The Iranian Vice President will be visiting the affected areas on Monday 13 August 2012. 
Based on an instruction from the President of the Republic, relief item distribution will double for the 
affected population. 

 
• There has been no government request for international assistance. Some foreign countries have, 

however, offered to provide support.  
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IV. Coordination 
 
• Disaster response coordination falls under the responsibility of the National Disaster Management 

Organization (NDMO) in the Ministry of Interior. The NDMO organized the dispatching of teams and 
assistance from 14 provincial branches (local NDMO). 
 

• The Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) is part of the NDMO at all levels. It provides first-line disaster 
response services in its capacity as auxiliary to the national authorities. It sent 15 SAR teams and more 
than 90 teams of relief workers.  

 
• UN support to the government is coordinated by the UN Resident Coordinator (RC) with the support of 

an OCHA National Disaster Response Advisor. The RC convened a meeting of the UN Disaster 
Management Team (UNDMT) on Sunday 12 August 2012 in order to review the situation. The UN has 
offered its support if required by the government.  

 
V. Contact 

 
Tehran (Iran):  
Consuelo Vidal,  
UN Resident Coordinator 
 
Cairo (Egypt):  
Jean-Luc Tonglet, 
Deputy Head of OCHA Regional Office for Middle East and North Africa 
tonglet@un.org, +20 122 882 2159  
 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: rehman@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
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