
Rising from the Rubble 
Tsunami recovery in Indonesia 
 

 
Pink UMCOR Houses line the road in the village of Pineung Siribee.  
Michelle Scott/UMCOR 
 

“UMCOR houses are the best ones.”  
Zulkifi sits in the living room of his new United Methodist Committee on 
Relief-built house.  He compares it to the other homes built in the area. He 
then explains why his house has nothing but a straw floor mat and the fishing 
net he is working on for extra income. “The house is empty because I have 
no job.” 
 
UMCOR is helping Zulkifi and people in four other villages in the Bireuen 
district with housing and livelihoods.  Zulkifi is one of 292 people who 
participated in training that includes a 16-hour course in small business start-
up and management plus a process enabling Zulkifi and his neighbors to 
request supplies and equipment they need for their businesses. 
 
Giving and Receiving 
Syarifa is one of the more than 500 people who applied for assistance.  In her 
business plan for a cake making enterprise she says she needs an oven, a way 
to purchase ingredients, and something to transport the cakes to nearby 
shops.  This is what she did before the tsunami took her home, her husband, 
and her only means of income.  “Everything was gone except me,” she said.   
 

In her application Syarifa also explained how she will give back to the 
community. Those who receive assistance will be obliged to return to the 
community 25% of the value of what they received from UMCOR.  The 
return payment is not expected to be in cash but creative ways to give back: 
free or reduced cost services to their community, or hiring additional 
employees. 
 
UMCOR plans to provide at least half 
the applicants with assistance in the 
form of equipment and other inputs 
that will allow them to start new or 
restart businesses lost in the tsunami.   
A careful review process with a point 
system ensures that those who receive 
assistance are the ones who need it the 
most and that they will enrich their 
own communities. 
 
Zulkifi, Syarifa, and thousands like 
them are making the long journey 
back to normalcy after losing 
everything just 18 months ago.  
UMCOR workers are there all the 
way—walking beside them to help 
make their recovery complete. 

Zulkifi with a fishing net he works on for  
extra income. Michelle Scott/UMCOR 

 
How to Give  
Your gifts to UMCOR Advance #274305, South Asia Emergency, Indonesia, 
supports tsunami recovery. 
 

By Offering For local church and Annual Conference credit, put your 
gift in the offering plate on Sunday. 

By Check Make your check to UMCOR and mail to UMCOR, PO 
Box 9068, New York, NY 10087 

By Credit Card Call toll-free (800) 554-8583 
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The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief delivers 
hope and enhances human 
dignity through food, shelter, 
health and peace projects. 
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475 Riverside Drive 
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