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The number of people reported as having been directly affected by the floods has increased to 17.2 million, 
with evacuations and major new flooding reported in Sindh in recent days as the second wave of floodwater 
moves into the south of the province. The overall death toll has risen to 1,539, with 2,055 people now 
confirmed as injured. There has been a significant increase in the number of houses reported as damaged or 
destroyed since the last situation report; the figure now stands at 1.2 million (all figures from provincial and 
national disaster management authorities).  
 
Authorities in Sindh report that there are now over 1,800 relief camps and makeshift settlement in the 
province, mainly centered around schools and college buildings, housing over 700,000 people. Kashmore, 
Sukkur, Thatta and Khairpur are hosting the largest numbers of displaced people. United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams surveyed camps in several districts, and report that while 
cooked food was being provided at some locations by district authorities, availability of shelter was 
inadequate and WASH and health services were minimal. The Provincial Disaster Management Authority 
(PDMA) has asked UNHCR to support the management of one organized camp in each province. 
 
Flood waters are now putting pressure on protective embankments around the towns of Larkana, Khairpur 
and Dadu in Sindh. Low lying areas have already been inundated in these districts. Reports suggest that over 
100,000 people have left Shahdadkot town, as the flood waters approach. Fresh flooding has also been 
reported from Jhal Magsi district in Balochistan. The shelter cluster reports an increase in migration by flood-
affected populations towards Sukkur in Sindh.  
 
A WFP-led Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) assessments of 15 affected districts in Sindh have 
been completed, and results are now being processed. Multi-Cluster Rapid Needs Assessment Mechanism 
(MCRAM) teams will commence an expanded round of assessments in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Gilgit-
Baltistan (G-B) and Punjab from tomorrow.  
 
Flood levels at Kotri barrage on the River Indus in Sindh will remain “exceptionally high” over the next 24 
hours, according to the Meteorological Department, with a continuing risk of flooding of low lying areas of 
nearby districts including Shahdadkot, Jamshoro, Matiari, Thatta and Hyderabad. Mainly dry weather is 
predicted over most parts of Sindh, but further monsoon activity is expected over parts of KPK from 24 to 26 
August, with scattered rain and thundershowers with isolated heavy falls of northern and western Punjab.  
 
UNDSS advises all humanitarian staff to be aware of security risks in affected areas, including those directly 
related to the floods, such as violent demonstrations and aid-related crime. Further security information is 
available from UNDSS directly (contact details below).  

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The situation in Sindh has continued to deteriorate, with evacuations reported from Thatta and 
Shahdadkot districts in recent days as the second wave of flooding moves into the south of the 
province. 

• Provision of clean drinking water and related WASH support in Sindh and Punjab are of 
increasingly critical importance.  

• Latest government figures indicate that over 17 million people have been affected by the floods.  
• Funding gaps continue to be significant; as of 23 August, the Pakistan Initial Floods Emergency 

Response Plan (PIFERP) is 57% funded.  
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Agriculture 
 
Needs: At least 3.2 million hectares of standing crops have so far been damaged or lost across the 
country.Loss of draught animal power and seeds as well as damage to agricultural land and infrastructure has 
crippled farmers’ production capacity for the next planting seasons (September/October). An estimated 
500,000 to 600,000 mt of wheat seeds stored at householdlevels have been destroyed. If farming inputs are 
not provided in time for the key wheat-planting season, the impact on agricultural livelihoods and household 
food security could be catastrophic, last well into 2012, and entail a longer requirement for food assistance. 
FAO has planned for provision of 187,000 households with wheat seed, vegetableseed and fertilizers for the 
September/October planting season. 
 
Response: Rapid agriculture sector damage assessments are ongoing in Balochistan, Punjab, Sindh, PAK 
and KPK.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Given the extensive damage to the means of agricultural production – land, inputs, 
infrastructure and livestock – funding requirements will besignificant in the revised Pakistan Floods –
Emergency Response Plan. 
 
Education 
 

Needs: Some 7,820 schools are now reported to have been fully or partially damaged in Punjab, Sindh, 
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B) and Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK), 
and about 4,935 schools are being used as relief shelters. A decrease in the number of schools being used 
as shelters has been reported from KPK and Sindh.  
 
Response: The education cluster has been activated in Punjab (Lahore and Multan), Sindh (Karachi and 
Sukkur), Balochistan, KPK and AJK. An action plan for education for flood affected areas in Punjab is 
currently being finalised. Rapid school assessments started in all affected districts of Balochistan from 21 
August using a single assessment tool. Over 1,150 school-in-a-box kits and 1,150 recreation kits are in the 
pipeline for setting up temporary learning spaces to continue education for children whose schools are 
affected by floods or converted into relief shelters. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The cluster is working with the government to ensure that education interventions are 
appropriately prioritised, but at this point immediate life-saving interventions are the focus of most 
stakeholders. Availability of supplies, in particular school tents, is a key challenge.  
 
Emergency Telecommunications 
 

Response: The cluster is now operational in Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, Abbotabad, Muzafarabad, 
Karachi, Buner, Multan and Sukkur. Expansion to Shangla, D.I. Khan and Mingora is planned. WFP ICT staff 
have been deployed to Peshawar to support opening of new offices in KPK and support shared services. ICT 
assessments of new operational areas are ongoing by WFP. ICT assessments of locations in KPK are 
ongoing by UNHCR ICT teams.  ICT support is being provided to UNDAC teams in Sukkur and Multan by 
WFP and Telecoms sans Frontieres respectively. An ICT Emergency Management Field Training course has 
been prepared and will be delivered twice in the coming weeks. UNDSS will install Minimum Operating 
Security Standards (MOSS) compliant radio rooms in Multan and Sukkur. The ETC working group has agreed 
that channel 4 will be the common channel in Multan and Sukkur.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Security remains a challenge to the ETC operation, as does importation of 
telecommunications equipment. There continues to be a threat of flooding to the Sukkur hub.  
 
Food 

 
Needs: Though VAM assessments results are yet to be processed, initial indications suggest it is likely that 
the food cluster’s peak planning scenario of 6 million target beneficiaries by the end of October may increase. 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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The cluster is currently providing monthly food rations to flood-affected communities in 29 districts of KPK, 
Sindh, Punjab, Balochistan and P.A.K, supported by almost 30 NGO cooperating partners. By 22 August, 
close to 1.6 million beneficiaries had been provided with almost 19,000 metric tons of food. Since 20 August, 
distributions have commenced in the additional districts of Lower Dir in KPK, D.G. Khan in Punjab, Shirani in 
Balochistan and Haveli in P.A.K. Planned distributions for August have now been completed in Peshawar, 
Mardan and Charsadda districts of KPK. The food basket includes supplementary food (high-energy biscuits 
for children between 2 and 12; ready-to-use supplementary food [RUSF] for those aged 6-24 months). The 
cluster has distributed sufficient quantities of HEB and RUSF to cover the needs of up to 615,000 at-risk 
children for a period of one month. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Sufficient stocks are available to distribute the current limited food basket to all 
planned beneficiaries in August. In order to secure the food pipeline beyond the end of this month and allow 
for food assistance activities to be scaled-up as planned in September, additional financing is urgently 
required. Additional donor support is also needed to assist animals accompanying displaced persons, where 
feed distribution centres could be set up. 
 

Health 

 
Needs: The number of infectious disease cases is on the rise. Until 18 August, 204,040 cases of acute 
diarrhea, 263,356 cases of skin disease and 204,647 cases of acute respiratory infection have been reported 
in flood-affected provinces. More than 1.5 million patient consultations have been conducted in flood-affected 
provinces since 29 July. Access to healthcare is a major challenge for affected people, in particular diarrhea 
treatment centres and oral rehydration points where people get access to clean, safe drinking water. Due to 
the large number of people affected and logistics constraints, insufficient numbers of latrines have been 
established, posing major sanitation concerns for displaced people. 
 
Response: 21 diarrhea treatment centres have been established in KPK, Sindh and Punjab, with a further 45 
planned. Oral rehydration points are also being established. As of 21 August, WHO had delivered medical 
supplies to cover 2.2 million people, including medicines to treat 90,500 moderate cases of diarrhea. On 20 
August, WHO sent a large supply of medical supplies to the humanitarian coordination hub in Sukkur to 
bolster existing stocks. The materials sent include 15 emergency kits (capable of treating 90,000 people for 1 
month), 20 diarrheal disease kits (2,000 severe diarrhea cases for 1 month or 10,000 moderate cases) and 6 
interagency emergency health kits (180,000 people for 1 month). UNFPA has deployed 23 fully equipped and 
staffed mobile service units and is supporting 13 existing government health facilities in 14 districts in KPK, 
Sindh and Punjab. UNFPA has provided reproductive health medicines to cover a total population of 510,000 
for one month, women’s hygiene kits to cover 3,300 families and 1,800 newborn kits. Interagency clean 
delivery kits have been distributed to cover a total population of 79,000 for three months.  WHO, UNICEF and 
UNFPA are able to cover partner requirements for medicines at current rates for 2 months. The cluster plans 
to establish common hubs in Sukkur and Multan to host all cluster partners, reducing costs and improving 
coordination.  

 

Gaps and Constraints: Referral hospitals in flood-affected districts need additional medical staff to be 
mobilized in support of existing staff, as well as ambulances. Local health departments need support to 
deliver medical supplies from provincial or district hubs to health facilities in affected areas.The limited 
presence of international and national partners with experience in humanitarian health emergencies is 
impacting on the capacity to respond to affected areas beyond major cities and towns. Additional female 
health workers are needed to work in various parts of the country, particularly KPK. Disease surveillance 
systems must be strengthened in flood-affected areas. There is a lack of alternate health service delivery 
points, as well as limited capacity to refer patients to secondary care hospitals for complicated pregnancies, 
sick newborns and children, and complicated cases of chronic diseases. 
 
Logistics 

 
Response: On 20 August the logistics cluster opened a new air corridor between Sukkur and Thul, in addition 
to the existing Sukkur-Jacobobad route. Three civilian helicopters for UNHAS services have arrived in 
Islamabad and are expected to depart to Multan on 24 August. Two additional helicopters have been 
contracted with the first arriving later today and the fifth in the coming days.Negotiations with the government 
and the newly-formed Joint Aviation Operations Group to secure additional dedicated helicopters to reach 
flood affected communities are ongoing. Two containers provided by the Logistics Emergency Team (LET) 
have arrived in Sukkur and will be jointly managed by WHO and the Ministry of Health; the LET is a joint 
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cluster initiative with Agility, TNT and UPS that supports the cluster with logistics assets and services in 
emergencies. The cluster is working to expand warehousing space near staging areas in Multan, Punjab 
province, Peshawar and Besham, KPK province, and Sukkur, Sindh province, with other sites planned in 
Gilgit-Baltistan and KPK in the immediate future. The cluster is deploying additional logistics officers, to 
provide coordination and logistics services for the flood affected communities in Gilgit-Baltistan 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Inputs from organizations on transportation requirements are required in order to 
coordinate logistics cluster services. Information on access to flood affected areas remains an issue in all 
provinces. With physical access still a key constraint, further air transport capacity is required to reach 
additional areas in the north-east (particularly affected districts of Gilgit-Baltistan, where assistance has yet to 
be provided), as well as scale-up the supply of food to other cut-off districts (including Jacobabad in Sindh, 
where the only access so far has been by air). 
 
Nutrition 
 

Needs: Given the clear risk of malnutrition across affected areas, the cluster is targeting 1,080,000 children 6-
35 months and 960,000 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) with blanket distribution of supplementary food 
(plumpy’doz), high-energy biscuits and fortified blended food to prevent further deterioration in their nutritional 
status. Promotion of breastfeeding and prevention of donations of infant milk are also priorities. 

 
Response: 292 children (140 girls, 155 boys) received supplementary food rations and 424 children received 
micro nutrient sprinkles in KPK since the last situation report. 113 PLW received supplementary food rations 
and 158 received micro nutrient tablets in the same areas. So far UNICEF with partners has distributed 
supplementary food rationsto 4,754 children and 2,436 PLW and provided 9,041 children and 1,763 PLW with 
micro nutrient supplements in KPK province. The programme has de-wormed 3,538 children.398 children and 
193 PLW have received emergency food rations in Jafferabad and Naseerabad (Balochistan)the past two 
days.   
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding and quick availability of supplies. High airfreight charges. Access to some of 
the affected districts. Shortage of trained human resources in nutrition in the country.  
 
Protection 

 
Needs: Key concerns continue to be lack of access to basic services, overcrowded displacement sites, and 
ensuring equal access to assistance for women and children. Discrimination of lower castes/classes in 
accessing shelter has been observed in Sindh. Most distribution points do not have an arrangements for 
Extremely Vulnerable Individuals (EVIs). There is an immediate need to conduct a protection assessment in 
all provinces and identify vulnerable people and areas that have not yet been accessed.The location of camps 
or spontaneous camp like settings along main roads and highways where there is a high risk of road 
accidents is problematic. Many flood-affected people are currently in schools, which are due to reopen on 1 
September; adequate alternatives must be established. Presence of law enforcement in many areas is 
limited. Looting of relief items is taking place, and flood affected individuals in Sukkur have been observed 
carrying firearms to protect their livestock. Given large-scale loss of identity cards, informal registration 
practices need to be strengthened and monitored to avoid double registration and ensure that those most in 
need receive the aid first, given scarce resources. (The NDMA has decided to register all flood-affected 
population throughout the country, which will provide basis for compensation to affected people. The 
Protection Cluster is preparing advice for the HCT to decide on a registration policy for humanitarian 
assistance and vulnerable people). There is an urgent need to scale up the establishment and management 
of child friendly spaces (CFSs) in places of displacement. Key child protection concerns include separated 
children, possible increase in trafficking, child recruitment and sexual exploitation, early marriage, vulnerability 
of women that have been separated from their families or are female heads of households, and risks related 
to unexploded ordinance (nine children have been reported injured).  
 
Response: The Gender Task Force is in the process of scaling up (led by UNIFEM/UNFPA) and a preliminary 
report on needs related to gender issues will be available by the end of this week. Child Protection sub-
clusters exist in all four affected provinces in addition to PAK (led by UNICEF). UNICEF has seconded a staff 
member to the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). UNICEF has commenced mine risk 
awareness through messaging. There is a possibility for deployment of the Standing Mine Action Capacity if 
needed and requested by the Humanitarian Coordinator. Four 24-hourshelplines are operating in 
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Peshawar, Mardan and Swabi in KPK, and Karachi in Sindh, providing counselling and referral services 
to children and women.72 CFSs are operating in KPK, Punjab, and Balochistan, providing more than 
11,000 children educational and recreational activities. More than 10,000 children and 400 women have 
been provided with psychosocial support. Out of 120 unaccompanied and separated children that have 
been identified, 100 children have been reunified with family. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Lack of protection actors on the ground and lack of funding are overarching 
problems.There are three major child protection gaps: shortages of child protection partners in the 
severely affected districts,severe shortage in funding to carry out priority activities and lack of 
experienced and qualified human resources in Child Protection in Emergency. 
 
Shelter andNFIs 

 
Needs: The NDMA now reports that 1,226,678 houses have been damaged or destroyed; the highest 
numbers are reported from Punjab (500,000) and in Sindh (462,251). There has been a notable increase in 
migration of affected persons towards Sukkur in Sindh. Large volumes of plastic sheeting which comply with 
minimum standards are needed as locally available tents will not be able to cover the growing need. 
Training/Information dissemination regarding use of plastic sheeting is encouraged along with distribution in 
order to prolong the life of the shelters. Displaced persons that have not received assistance are reported to 
be sleeping in the open air. Regionally appropriate shelter solutions for transitional phase need to be 
considered. 
 
Response: To date over 109,500 tents and 72,200 plastic sheeting have been distributed (over 145,600 
households served). Cluster members have also distributed 814 tool kits, 233,750 blankets 45,000 Kitchen 
Sets, 83,800 beddings and mats, 70,000 jerry cans and 45,000 buckets. 111,000 tents and 465,000 plastic 
sheets are in the pipeline, as well as 6,500 tool kits, 934,000 blankets, 143,750 kitchen sets, 345,000 
beddings/mats, 215,500 jerry cans and 85,000 buckets. A Technical working group (TWIG) is in the process 
of mapping out where alternative emergency shelter solution such as distribution of CGI Sheeting is suitable – 
so as to fill gaps where tents are not available.  The TWIG is also providing technical inputs for regionally 
appropriate Transitional Shelter solution – while KPK and Balochistan may have had more experience with 
transitional shelter construction, solutions for Punjab and Sindh need to be considered. Daily updates on 
distributions to date, coverage, projected coverage and outstanding gaps in terms of shelter assistance are 
available on the shelter cluster website: www.shelterpakistan.org.Internews is working with IOM to distribute 
2,000 radio sets to communities in Nowrshera and Charsadda. Internews plans to distribute 2,500 radio sets 
in other flood-affected areas in KPK. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: According to current government figures on damaged and destroyed houses, tents 
and tarpaulins provided cover approximately 11% and 6% of affected populations in Punjab and Sindh 
respectively. There is a need for fuller understanding of market available emergency shelter and construction 
material such as bamboo to be used as framing in combination with plastic sheeting. Clear information on the 
breakdown between destroyed, partially damaged and lightly damaged houses is also needed. 
 
WASH 
 

Needs: A huge number of people without access to safe water are in urgent need of a range of WASH 
support, including clean water, hygiene kits, purification materials and various WASH NFIs. Disease 
surveillance by the health cluster continues to point towards heightened risk diarrheal disease in affected 
areas. As in most other sectors, WASH needs are particularly acute in Punjab and Sindh. In Sindh, prioritized 
WASH assistance is required in camps and camp-like settlements in schools and other government buildings 
reported to be hosting more than 700,000 individuals. 
 
Response: Approximately 2 million individuals are being provided with safe drinking water through the repair 
of 500 water supply schemes (284 in KPK, 110 Sind and 106 in Punjab) and tankering (87 water tankers 
operating). 75,000 hygiene kits, jerry cans and buckets have so far been distributed by WASH cluster 
partners, benefitting around 500,000 individuals. Municipal authorities are being supported through provision 
of 380 sanitary workers and 50 tractor trolleys in KPK for removal of garbage and bodies of dead animals. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Large numbers are yet to be reached with WASH assistance across all affected areas; 
coverage is particularly low at this point in Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan. The extent of needs means that 
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there is an urgent need for an increased number of technical WASH specialists in these areas to ensure 
adequate operational capacity. Limited in-country availability of soap, jerry cans, buckets and Aquatabs and 
funding shortfalls continue to be major challenges.Contamination of existing water sources (and the need for 
subsequent disinfection) is a major challenge. 
 
 

 
The next General Coordination Meeting (GCM) in Islamabad will be held in the Humanitarian Coordination 
Centre (HCCs) in the Serena Hotel on Friday 27 August. Outside Islamabad, HCCs continue to operate in 
Peshawar (covering KPK), Multan (covering Punjab) and Sukkur (covering Sindh).  Contact details of 
coordination focal points in each are below. The need for establishment of an additional coordination hub in 
lower Sindh is being considered. Coordination in Balochistan province is being led by UNHCR. Further 
information is available on the response website: http://www.pakresponse.info/ 
 
Internews’ Humanitarian Information Project (HIP), which has been operating in Pakistan for almost a year in 
disaster affected areas, is now concentrating on providing information to flood affected populations through 
three radio programmes. Internews is also working with infoasaid, a consortium with the BBC World Service 
Trust to broadcast humanitarian programming in Urdu and Pashtu. Partners that have information that could 
be helpfully covered by HIP or infoasaid are advised to contact Sana Khan (skhan@internews.org, 0332 558 
3426) or NaimaSaeed (nsaeed@internews.org 0300 850 7048.). Further details are also available on the HIP 
website:www.hip.org.pk 
 
For details on visas on arrival for humanitarian workers, tax/duty free import of relief goods and obtaining No 
Objection Certificates for operations in FATA and Balochistan, please contact Nicki Bennett in OCHA 
Pakistan. For details on security clearance for travel to restricted areas (which include all 7 FATA agencies, 
several flood-affected districts of Balochistan and D.G. Khan district in Punjab) please contact Alexander 
Hasenstab in OCHA Pakistan (details below). 
 
 

 
According to figures reported to OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS), as of 23 August, 57%of funding 
requirements set out in the Pakistan Initial Floods Emergency Response Plan (PIFERP) have been covered 
(US$263.5 million out of total requirements of US$459.7 million): 
 

 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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Clusters continue to work to insert projects into the Pakistan Initial Floods Emergency Response Plan 
(PIFERP). An updated version of the PIFERP, including projects, is due to be finalised by 25 August. The 
overall requirements per cluster will be unchanged and a fully revised version of the PIFERP, taking into 
account ongoing and planned assessments, will be launched approximately one month from now, as 
originally planned.  
 
A total of US12.5 million has been contributed or pledged to the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) for 
Pakistan (by the United Kingdom, Norway, New Zealand and Australia). Eleven proposals by NGOs have now 
been approved for support from the fund. The approved projects focus either on WASH or shelter 
interventions, mostly in KPK. The ERF Secretariat welcomes applications from organisations seeking to carry 
out projects in Sindh and Punjab in particular. Given the significant demand for ERF funds, donors are invited 
to consider channelling additional funds through the ERF.  
 
For further details on the PIFERP or the Emergency Response Fund for Pakistan, please contact OCHA 
Pakistan’s Susan le Roux (details below).  
 
Detailed information on funds committed and pledged is available on the FTS website, at: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/fts.nsf/doc105?OpenForm&rc=3&emid=FL-2010-000141-PAK 
 
Details of the Concern/USAID/OFDA RAPID Fund for NGOs is available at:  
http://www.concern-pak.org.pk/Rapid_Main.htm 
 

 
OCHA Pakistan: 

Manuel Bessler, Head of Office 
bessler@un.org 
 
Maurizio Giuliano, Public Information Officer a.i. 
giuliano@un.org, +92 300 8502397 
 
Nicki Bennett, Senior Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
bennett5@un.org, +92 300 850 2289 
 
Susan le Roux, External Relations and Donor 
Liaison Officer 
leroux@un.org, +92 308 520 5819 
 
FawadHussain, SindhCoordination Centre 
fawad.hussain@un.org, +92 301 854 2495  
 
HussainUllah, Punjab Coordination Centre 
ullah5@un.org, +92 301 854 2449 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waheed Anwar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Coordination Centre 
anwarw@un.org, +92 301 854 2449 
 
Alexander Hasenstab, UNDSS NGO Liaison 
Officer 
hasenstab@un.org, +92 345 850 9011 
UNDSS Security Information Operations Centre: 
unsiocpakistan@undp.org 
 
OCHA Geneva  

Randa Hassan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
hassan50@un.org,  
Office: +41 22 917 2732 
Cell: +41 79 602 3598 
 
OCHA New York: 
Ben Negus, Humanitarian Affairs 
Officernegus@un.org, 
Office: +1 917 367 4374,  
Cell:  +1 646 785 9642

VI. Contact 
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