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CONTEXT 

This factsheet presents the key findings of a REACH assessment conducted in 

Mingkaman, Awerial County in March 2014 in order to gather more information about 

the displacement patterns and intentions of internally displaced persons (IDPs), as 

well as their interaction with their host communities, with regard to potential return 

to their place of origin, against the backdrop of the upcoming rainy season. 

In mid-December 2013, IDPs began to cross the Nile River from Jonglei State to 

escape violence and a breakdown in security. Over the following three months, 

thousands of people continued to arrive, resulting in an estimated 85,000 IDPs in 

the Mingkaman area by mid-March1 . In late February, there was an increase in new 

arrivals related to fighting in Twic East County in Jonglei, but as of March 10, the 

number of people arriving daily has dropped significantly. 

                                                           
1 IOM South Sudan Situation Report #17, 4 April 2014   

Humanitarian actors have been operating in the Mingkaman area since December 

2013 with limited knowledge of the intentions of the IDPs present. The rainy season 

will soon start (usually lasting from April to August or September) in the Mingkaman 

area triggering the planting of crops by local community. As the population in the 

Mingkaman area swells, tensions are rising between newly arrived IDPs and host 

community members who want to begin cultivating their land. The rainy season will 

also affect the IDPs as their temporary shelters are highly vulnerable to flooding and 

many may want to return to their area of origin for planting season.  

In addition to understanding whether and why IDPs may want to return, there is also 

a lack of information related to displacement patterns: more specifically about the 

time of arrival and routes taken by IDPs to reach Mingkaman area. 
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REACH is a joint initiative of two international non-governmental organizations 
- ACTED and IMPACT Initiatives - and the UN Operational Satellite 
Applications Programme (UNOSAT). REACH was created in 2010 to facilitate 
the development of information tools and products that enhance the capacity 
of aid actors to make evidence-based decisions in emergency, recovery and 
development contexts. All REACH activities are conducted in support to and 
within the framework of inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. For more 
information visit: www.reach-initiative.organd follow us @REACH_info 

To address these two information gaps - intentions and displacement patterns - 

REACH undertook an assessment to collect primary data on:  

- when, why, and how IDPs came to Mingkaman 

- the extent to which IDPs previously visited Mingkaman, and for what reasons 

- the relationship between IDPs and the host community 

- the intentions of IDPs with regards to returning home or remaining in 

Mingkaman 

- the role of the chief in new IDP communities  

This research contributes to an improved understanding of the motivations, 

intentions and experiences of populations displaced to Mingkaman area, in support 

of site planning and aid programming by humanitarian actors operating in the area.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The REACH assessment team worked closely with site management actors in both 

Mingkaman and Bor to develop the questionnaire used in this assessment. The 

questions therein cover demographics, displacement, intentions and host 

community relations in the Mingkaman area.  

In Mingkaman, the REACH assessment team facilitated training of 10 enumerators, 

half of whom are IDPs and half of whom are members of the host community. The 

REACH team trained the enumerators on the methodology of the assessment, 

particularly on the questionnaire and the use of smart phones for mobile primary 

data collection. 

The assessment was conducted employing a random sampling methodology, based 

on the overall number of households present at the displacement site. After 

completion of each household interview, enumerators randomly chose one direction 

in the camp and skipped two households before interviewing the next family.  

                                                           
2 22,795 is the number of households registered at the time of the assessment. 
3 A 95% level of confidence and a 5% margin of error means in practice that we can be 95% confident that 
averages or proportions observed in the sample are true in the population of interest, within a range of 5%. 
4 The average household size of 9.9 found in this assessment differs significantly from the average household 
size of 3.3 found through the Camp Coordination and Camp Management IDP registration, see CCCM Crisis 
Response - IDP Registration (Mingkaman & Yalakot/Kalthok, Awerial County, Jan - Mar , 2014). One likely reason 

Based on an estimated number of 22,795 households2,  a sample of 378 households 

was used as a target, in order to obtain a 95 per cent level of confidence and a five 

per cent margin of error3  when analyzing the findings.  

The REACH team collected a total of 451 household interviews, allowing 

generalization of findings to the overall population of the site. Enumerators worked 

in teams of two to visit all sections of the IDP area. They also captured the GPS 

coordinates at the location of each shelter they interviewed to allow for spatial 

analysis of the data. The assessment was conducted from March 13th to  16th, 2014. 

 

FINDINGS 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Sex Disaggregation 

Of the 451 individuals who completed the questionnaire, 68 per cent are women. 

While enumerators requested to speak with the head of household, in many cases, 

these individuals were not available. The enumerators only conducted surveys at 

shelters, not to individuals on the street or in the market, to avoid the possibility of 

interviewing two members of the same household.  

The percentage of female respondents may be high because often women remain 

at home to perform housework while men visit the market or work elsewhere (e.g. 

looking for work, visiting Bor to assess property and security or tending to cattle).  

Half (52 per cent) of IDPs in Mingkaman live in a single-headed household, and of 

this group, 69 per cent are headed by females. The reported average household 

size was 9.9 individuals4.  

for the discrepancy is that enumerators in this assessment were instructed to define a household as a group of 
individuals who share a living space and a decision maker, which may lead to higher numbers than a formal 
registration process. Another possible reason for the large difference is that IDPs may associate registration with 
distribution of food or non-food items, which often occurs at the household level, therefore providing them an 
incentive to register as more than one household. 

http://www.reach-initiative.org/
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Figure 1: % of respondents, by sex  Figure 2: Proportion of single –
headed households that are headed 
by males and females 

 

 

Area Of Origin 

The vast majority of IDPs in Mingkaman came from Jonglei State (99 per cent), the 

rest came from Lakes State (Awerial County).  For those from Jonglei State, most 

came from Bor South County (77 per cent), Twic East County (14 per cent) or Duk 

County (6 per cent), with fewer from Canal, Fangak, Pibor and Pochalla counties. 

 

DISPLACEMENT 

Most IDPs in the Mingkaman area arrived in December 2013 and January 2014: 27 

per cent reported that they arrived three months ago and 54 per cent reported two 

months ago, mostly from Bor South County in Jonglei State. In late January, 

although absolute numbers of arrivals began to decrease, the area saw an 

increasing amount of IDPs coming from Twic East and Duk counties in Jonglei, as 

arrivals from Bor South began to decrease. 

When asked why their household came to Mingkaman, nearly all IDPs in Mingkaman 

(99 per cent) reported that their chief reason was because their home is unsafe due 

to conflict. Less than one per cent reported that they came to access services (such 

as food, water and shelter) or that they came to be reunited with their family or 

community. 

 

 

The vast majority of IDPs in Mingkaman (93 per cent) crossed the Nile River in Bor 

to reach Mingkaman. A smaller percentage (six per cent) crossed in DiamDiam in 

Twic East County. The rest reported that they arrived by car or that they crossed the 

Nile River in Kuei, near Bor.  

Prior to the outbreak of the crisis, a small number (6 per cent) of men and women 

visited Mingkaman. About half of these individuals (3 per cent) came to access 

grazing land for their livestock. Less than one per cent of IDPs reported visiting 

Mingkaman for the following reasons: to access agriculture lands, to visit family or 

friends, to conduct business or trading, to attend or participate in a marriage, to fish 

or to gather grass for thatching. Of the 6 per cent who previously visited Mingkaman, 

many (65 per cent) reported that they visited the area during the rainy season. 

Map 1: Place of origin of IDP respondents 
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Figure 3: Respondents Time of Arrival in Mingkaman and their Area of Origin 

 

 
 
SITUATION IN MINGKAMAN 

Host Community Relations 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has registered 7,700 host 

community members in the Mingkaman area. As previously mentioned, the 

estimated population of IDPs in Minkgaman is 85,000, meaning there are 11 times 

more IDPs than host community members in the area.  

Before the crisis began, Mingkaman was a small village, visited primarily for the use 

of its port. Many residents engaged in cultivation or fishing activities for livelihoods. 

As the rainy season approaches, so does the typical planting season for the 

inhabitants of Mingkaman, many of whom have IDPs living on their land intended 

for cultivation. 

Prior to the crisis, only 8 per cent of IDPs knew someone from Mingkaman; 57 per 

cent of whom were female, indicating that it was not likely for cattle grazing as that 

is a male-dominated activity. This may be due to the fact that 77 per cent of IDPs 

come from Bor South County, and may have previously been urban dwellers in Bor 

Town. 

Nearly a third (30 per cent) of IDPs claimed that they have met someone from the 

host community since arriving in Mingkaman; 58 per cent of those who have 

communicated with the host community were women.  

One in five IDPs claimed that they have received assistance from the host 

community. Those individuals who claimed that they have received support from the 

host community are not concentrated in one area. 

 

Sense of Security 

Only 56 per cent of IDPs reported that they feel safe in Mingkaman. Among women, 

sense of security dropped slightly so only 53 per cent reported that they feel safe. 

Please refer to the map at the end of this factsheet which shows the spatial 

distribution of respondents that do and don’t feel safe.  

The map below (p.5) shows that many IDPs who recently settled around the nearby 

village of Ahau claimed that they do not feel safe, as along with those closer to town 

and the port (sections 5, 6 and 8). Those who live closer to the market and the main 

road (sections 3 and 4) reported a higher sense of security. 
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Relocation in the Mingkaman Area 

When asked about available land in the Mingkaman area and their intentions to stay 

or to relocate, 60 per cent of IDPs stated that they would like to move with their 

community from their area of origin. Only 10 per cent stated that they would like to 

move but not with their community, and 29 per cent claimed that they do not want to 

move from their current location. Most (19 per cent) of the 29 per cent who want to 

remain in their current location are from Bor South County and the remaining 10 per 

cent are from Twic East and Duk Counties. In fact, 62 per cent of all respondents 

from Duk County and 39 percent of those from Twic East County do not wish to 

relocate in the Mingkaman area. Those located near the main road and the market 

(particularly in sections 3 and 4, both of which are nearest the proposed relocation 

areas) were less inclined to relocate. 

Figure 4: Intent to relocate in the Mingkaman area 

 

INTENTIONS 

Visiting Home 

Half (49 per cent) of IDPs reported that they or someone from their household visited 

their place of origin since arriving in Mingkaman. The vast majority (95 per cent) of 

individuals who visited their place of origin explained the reason was so to check on 

their property and 4% claim that they went home to assess security (see map 3).  

Respondents from Twic East and Duk Counties were more likely to visit home to 

assess the security. One reportedly went home to retrieve family members to 

transport back to Mingkaman; another claimed that he went home to register with 

the army, and a third stated that he/she visited home to retrieve a salary. 

Half (51 per cent) of IDPs claim that they communicate with someone in Bor from 

Mingkaman. 

Remain or Return 

When asked about their intentions in the next month, seven out of ten respondents 

said that they want to stay in the Mingkaman area and just over a quarter (26 per 

cent) want to go to Bor. A dozen people, most of whom are from Duk or Twic East 

counties, stated that they want to go somewhere else in South Sudan. 

Map 2: Purpose to visit home 
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CONCLUSION  

 
Displacement and Intentions 

Most of the IDPs living in the Mingkaman area are from Bor South and Twic 

East counties in Jonglei State. Most crossed the Nile River in Bor between 

December 2013 and January 2014 to arrive in the Mingkaman area.  

Almost all respondents fled Jonglei State to Mingkaman because of insecurity 

around their home. This implies that any potential plan for return is dependent upon 

improvement of the security situation in Jonglei State. Very few IDPs currently in 

Mingkaman have previously visited the area.  

In the next month, the majority of respondents want to stay in the Mingkaman 

area and about a quarter want to return to Bor. Since only half of the IDPs in 

Mingkaman claim that they currently feel safe, further research should be conducted 

as to why they intend to remain in the area despite this sense of insecurity.  

Although only a quarter intend to return to Bor in the near future, IDPs 

continue to monitor the area. Half of them have visited their home in Bor to check 

on their property and half also claim that they communicate with someone currently 

in Bor. This indicates that while many do not plan to move in the next month, they 

may be considering an eventual return. 

 

Situation in the Mingkaman Area 

Nearly half of the IDPs in the Mingkaman area do not feel safe. While more 

women reported feeling unsafe, the proportion of female respondents who feel 

unsafe matches the total proportion of female respondents. Protection aid actors 

should explore this to determine the reasons behind the sense of insecurity, and if it 

is related to gender-specific issues. 

 

 

 

 

Most IDPs know the identity of their chief and many stated that his decisions 

are influential within the community. When enumerators asked about the 

influence of the chief, they were referring to the chief in the Mingkaman area. The 

relative homogeneity and social cohesion of the population may facilitate community 

mobilization efforts.  

While the number of IDPs who interact with the host community is relatively 

small, many of them report receiving assistance from them, which implies that 

relations between the two groups tend to be supportive. Aid actors operating in the 

Mingkaman area should promote and apply a community-based approach in their 

interventions with the view to strengthen social cohesion and improve resilience of 

both local communities and displaced populations.  

 

 

 
 

REACH is a joint initiative of two international non-governmental organizations - 
ACTED and IMPACT Initiatives - and the UN Operational Satellite Applications 
Programme (UNOSAT). REACH was created in 2010 to facilitate the development 
of information tools and products that enhance the capacity of aid actors to make 
evidence-based decisions in emergency, recovery and development contexts. All 
REACH activities are conducted in support to and within the framework of inter-
agency aid coordination mechanisms.  
For more information visit: www.reach-initiative.org and follow us @REACH_info 
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