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IDP return process in northern Uganda: 
 

The Complex Figures Behind The Complex Figures Behind The Complex Figures Behind The Complex Figures Behind     

the ‘Triple Challenge’the ‘Triple Challenge’the ‘Triple Challenge’the ‘Triple Challenge’    
 

When the United Nations’ Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
John Holmes, visited Uganda last month, he advocated for a 
‘triple effort’ to address the ‘triple challenge’ facing the more 
than a million internally displaced people (IDP) eager to return 
home after 20 years of conflict in the north of the country. 

Mr. Holmes stressed the importance of a seamless transition 
from relief to development and pointed out the need for pro-
viding aid to those still in IDP camps, helping those in the 
process of return, and assist with early recovery aid to those 
who have reached their home villages and towns. 

“[the international community] cannot afford to fail, and we 
will have no good excuses if we do”, Mr. Holmes urged in a 
statement to the UN Security Council after his visit to Uganda. 

New estimates endorsed by the humanitarian community in 
Uganda show an overall positive, but slow return trend: Na-
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tion-wide, 59 per cent remain in camps, 20 per cent are in a 
half-way situation in so-called new settlement sites, while 21 
percent of now former IDPs have returned to their villages of 
origin (Fig 1 the ‘triple challenge’). 

However, a closer analysis reveals wide disparities in the com-
plex return pattern between the five affected regions Acholi, 
Teso, Lango, Toro-Bunyoro, and West Nile. 

Worst case is Acholi. Of an original IDP camp population of 
more than 1.1 million, 70 per cent or 780,837 remain in 
camps. Only 1 per cent has fully returned to their homes, 
while 29 per cent are in 
329 new settlement sites 
which are often sponta-
neous settlements out of 
the IDP camp but closer 
to home and the all-
important farmland for 
the mainly agricultural 
northern population. 

Best case is Lango 
where only 20 per cent 
or 93,000 IDPs remain in 
camps and 80 per cent 

Uganda: IDP return by settlement type  
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Uganda: IDP return per region
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The humanitarian agencies say that it is vital that they act now 
to pre-position stocks of medicines and medical equipment to 
prepare for possible epidemics. Merlin is already distributing 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets to pregnant women and 
mothers with young children to help prevent malaria. 

 
Civil-Military Relations interview:  
 

‘We Cannot Wait for the Guns to Fall ‘We Cannot Wait for the Guns to Fall ‘We Cannot Wait for the Guns to Fall ‘We Cannot Wait for the Guns to Fall     

Silent’ Silent’ Silent’ Silent’  
    

There is increasing focus on the often sensitive relations be-
tween the military – for instance African Union or United Na-
tions peacekeepers – and the humanitarian community when 
delivering aid in Central and East Africa. 

Is it wise to ask the military to secure aid delivery, share opera-
tional information, or use military escorts in conflict situations? 
Or is it better to keep the humanitarian and the military worlds 
strictly apart? 

Retired Major Patrick Musibi from Kenya worked with ACT-
Caritas in the Darfur Emergency Response Operation from 
December 2004 to June 2006 as field coordinator in west Dar-
fur and has extensive experience in civil-military relations with 
the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS). In this interview 
with Humanitarian Newsmaker he shares his thoughts. 

What was your experience working with the AU Peacekeep-What was your experience working with the AU Peacekeep-What was your experience working with the AU Peacekeep-What was your experience working with the AU Peacekeep-
ing mission?ing mission?ing mission?ing mission?    

“The African Union Mission in 
Sudan (AMIS) which currently 
has a contingent of some 
7,000 peacekeepers is doing 
its best to monitor the cease-
fire agreement but with its 
Chapter VI mandate, the mis-
sion is unable to protect civil-
ians from imminent attack. It 
is, however, mandated to 
‘contribute to a secure envi-
ronment’ and this is where 
aid organizations like ACT-
Caritas worked with AMIS to 
obtain humanitarian access.” 

Can you give an example of Can you give an example of Can you give an example of Can you give an example of 
the collaboration?the collaboration?the collaboration?the collaboration?    

““““In a coordination meeting 
organized by OCHA we were 
briefed on the dire humanitar-
ian conditions in a remote 
locality in Jebel Marra (in 
Guldo -Burrow village) where 
264,000 people were in ur-
gent need of humanitarian assistance. ACT-Caritas volunteered 
to access this population but quickly realized we could not do 
it alone. The area of the displaced population was prone to 
rebel attacks. We needed the assistance of the peacekeeping 
troops who, despite their limited numbers on the ground, 
were willing to secure a humanitarian corridor for facilitation 
of assistance. With the help of the mostly Rwandan contingent 
we were able to reach the needy population and provided 
them with blankets, mosquito nets, plastic sheeting and house-
hold utensils. It was the first time this population had received 
any humanitarian assistance for almost two years since the 
outbreak of the conflict.” 

Are other NGOs collaborating with the peacekeeping mission?Are other NGOs collaborating with the peacekeeping mission?Are other NGOs collaborating with the peacekeeping mission?Are other NGOs collaborating with the peacekeeping mission?    

““““A few do but a number of them have codes of conducts that 

or 373,103 people have returned to their villages of origin. 
There are no new settlement sites in Lango. 

The three phases of return – IDP camp, new settlement sites, 
and full return - will co-exist creating a complex situation 
which demands a flexible and highly coordinated response, 
Mr. Holmes told the Security Council. 

The humanitarian community in Uganda will need donor 
support to assist the Government and other actors in a suc-
cessful transition, which may take 3-4 years. But while fund-
ing for humanitarian interventions in Uganda was generous 
in 2006 - the Consolidated Humanitarian Appeal was funded 
90 per cent - the Appeal for 2007 is currently projected to be 
funded at only 50 per cent of the target of USD 303 million. 

 

Rainy season coming to Sudan and Chad: 
 

NGOs Launch Malaria, Cholera AppealNGOs Launch Malaria, Cholera AppealNGOs Launch Malaria, Cholera AppealNGOs Launch Malaria, Cholera Appeal    
    

The NGO umbrella organization Disasters Emergency Com-
mittee (DEC) has launched a public appeal for 3 million 
Pound Sterling in anticipation of a spike in malaria and chol-
era cases expected during the rainy season in Darfur and 
Chad from June to October. 

“Health needs in Darfur and Chad are greater than ever after 
four years of conflict and could escalate further if the impend-
ing rains lead to cholera and malaria outbreaks” said the 
agencies behind the appeal - British Red Cross, Cafod, CARE 
International UK, Christian Aid, Concern Worldwide, Help the 
Aged, Islamic Relief, Merlin, Oxfam, Save the Children, Tear-
fund, and World Vision – in a press statement. 

During last year's rainy season there was a 130 per cent in-
crease in the number of malaria cases at health facilities in 
South Darfur run by the NGO Merlin, DEC said. More than 
7,500 malaria patients were treated at eight clinics from June 
to October. 

In the same period, more than 2,000 cholera cases were re-
corded across North, South and West Darfur, according to 
the WHO. 

With aid agencies already battling to construct and maintain 
clean water supply lines, the downpours expected within the 
next four weeks could lead to further contamination of water 
sources leading to an increase in cholera, DEC said. The re-
sulting pools of stagnant water will also provide breeding 
sites for mosquitoes and increase the risks of malaria. 

“You cannot wait for the last gun 
to fall silent before providing  
humanitarian assistance” , says 
Major Patrick M. Musibi, (retired) 
about the Darfur crisis, which so 
far has cost 200,000 lives and  
displaces 2 million.  
Photo: OCHA RO-CEA/la 

Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes with children in Lab-

woromor New Settlement Site, Kitgum. Photo: OCHA RO-CEA/jl 
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limit their interactions with the military. Other NGOs simply 
feel that such an interaction will compromise their neutrality 
and they risk being perceived as partisan to one warring fac-
tion or another and therefore prefer to keep the military at an 
arms length. Some, on the other hand, lack confidence in the 
peacekeeping mission particularly due to the mission’s weak 
mandate and troop strength on the ground. Others just sim-
ply have a wrong perception and understanding of the mili-
tary and their operating procedures. Humanitarian organiza-
tions need to understand that the military are humans too. 
You can engage in dialogue with the military, and they can 
come up with innovative ways to interpret their 
[peacekeeping] mandate. They can make humanitarian work 
easier on the ground.”    

What lessons learnt would you like to share?What lessons learnt would you like to share?What lessons learnt would you like to share?What lessons learnt would you like to share?    

“You cannot wait for the last gun to fall silent before providing 
humanitarian assistance.    Coordination between the military 
and humanitarian workers at the level of information sharing 
or logistical support is essential in facilitating humanitarian 
access and delivering aid to affected populations in difficult 
and dangerous security conditions. The situation in Darfur 
remains challenging with humanitarian access rapidly shrink-
ing. This would be the opportune time to engage with the 
military to facilitate humanitarian access.” 

The proposed United Nations – African Union hybrid mission 
is awaiting implementation to enhance and support the exist-
ing  African Union mission which recently had its mandate 
extended to June 30, 2007. 

UN Charter Chapter VI: www.un.org/aboutun/charter/
chapter6.htm 

 

Conference in Nairobi 28-29 June: 
 

Mobilising People in EmergenciesMobilising People in EmergenciesMobilising People in EmergenciesMobilising People in Emergencies    
 

How can the private sector contribute with people and skills 
in the humanitarian response when disaster strikes? This is the 
question to be raised by two NGOs, People In Aid and Africa 
Recruit, at a conference that will bring together representa-
tives from NGOs, International Organisations, and the public 
and private sectors in Africa on 28-29 June in Nairobi, Kenya. 
The conference will not cover money donations or in-kind 
donations such as food and non-food items, but instead how 
people and skills from the private sector can be effectively 
used in disaster response. 

The Conference Mobilising People in Emergencies: The role of 
Non-Governmental, Private and Public sector in Africa is 
funded by the Commonwealth Secretariat. 

http://africadiaspora.com/2005/events/mobile/index.php 

 

Displacement in Somalia: 
 

New Insights on IDPsNew Insights on IDPsNew Insights on IDPsNew Insights on IDPs    
 

An average of 90 per cent of internally displaced persons 
(IDP) in Somalia interviewed by the Danish Refugee Council in 
a survey conducted between January and March 2007 said 
that they felt safer living in their current areas of displacement 
than in their places of origin. 

The IDP profiling exercise considered persons in designated 
IDP camps in Galkaayo, Bosaso, Mogadishu, Baidoa and Bu-
rao. The study reveals a number of crucial operational insights 
that will inform future humanitarian interventions and pro-
grammes for the IDPs in Somalia. 

For a soft copy of the report please contact Khadra Elmi of 
Danish Refugee Council on khadraelmi@gmail.com or 
Truphosa Anjichi of OCHA on anjichi@un.org. 

 

Selected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected Reading    
    

“The World Report on Violence against Children” - This book 
documents the outcomes and recommendations of the proc-
ess of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Vio-
lence against Children. It is the first comprehensive, global 
study on all forms of violence against children and the first to 
engage directly with children as stakeholders during the re-
search process. The central message of the study is that no 
violence against children is justifiable, and all violence against 
children is preventable. The study reveals that much violence 
against children remains legal, state-authorised and socially 
accepted. www.violencestudy.org/r229 

    

June 2007 CalendarJune 2007 CalendarJune 2007 CalendarJune 2007 Calendar    
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Disclaimer: Disclaimer: Disclaimer: Disclaimer: The information in this document is consolidated from 

reports and field information from a variety of sources including OCHA 

field staff, United Nations agencies, humanitarian partners, NGOs, 

news agencies, and others. The articles provided are subject to avail-

ability of data and do not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. The 

Humanitarian Newsmaker is intended to bring to the attention of 

media and humanitarian partners newsworthy humanitarian develop-

ments in the Central and East African region in order to contribute to 

the fulfillment of OCHA’s mandate. Articles do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the United Nations. 

For further information on any of these articles, please contact: 

Jens Laerke, Public Information Officer, laerke@un.org, 

phone: +254 (20) 762 ext. 2119, mobile: +254 (0)7 22 513 503 

Luluwa Ali, Humanitarian Reporting and Media Relations Officer,  

ali19@un.org, phone: +254 (20) 762 ext. 1004 

OCHA House Gigiri Crescent 

Off UN Avenue 

P.O. Box 30218-00100 

Nairobi, Kenya 

Phone: +254-20-7622166 

Fax: +254-20-7622632/7622895 

E-mail:: roceainfo@un.org 

Web site: http://ochaonline.un.org/rocea 

June 9 World Environment Day 

June 11 – 16 Child Health Nutrition Week  

June 12 World Day against Child Labour  

June 16 International  Day of the African Child  

June 17 World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought 

June 20 U.N. World Refugee Day 

June 24 Republic of Congo elections  

June 26 HIV/AIDS meeting, "Scaling up through 
partnerships", Kigali, Rwanda 

June 28-29   Mobilising People in Emergencies —  
Conference in Nairobi 


