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Figure 1: Southern Africa Food Security Outlook,  June to September 2022 

https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-key-mes-
sage-update-maize-harvests-grand-south-produce-minimal-seasonal-improvement
s-may-2022

Much of the Southern Africa region is expected to have dry conditions during the June-August period, which is typical of the 
lean season, while the harvesting period closes off.  A below-average harvest and worsening macro-economic conditions 
across the region will severely limit post-harvest improvements. 

Improved food security conditions are observed over the 
region following the harvesting period amidst an uncountable 
of factors including the impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and insecurity in Mozambique, weather shocks, and general 
global economic shocks, which led to below-average 
agriculture outputs.  [1] 

The Impact of the Russia - Ukrainian conflict affects Southern Africa 
which is still recovering  from the worst cyclone season. In 
consideration that the subregion is a net importer of the cereal, these 
high levels principally reflect the steeply rising international 
benchmark prices.

Maize prices increased in most countries prior to the main 
harvest period. Although seasonal price decreases are 
normally observed from April/May onwards, rising 
international benchmark prices, higher fuel costs, and 
expectations of reduced harvests this year could limit seasonal 
declines.  [2] 

In Madagascar, Multiple consecutive droughts, below-average 
maize harvest, above-average prices and below-average labor 
demand are driving the Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!) Outcomes across the 
Grand South.[3]

In Angola, due to consecutive droughts over the past two 
agricultural seasons, IPC Phase 3+ food security outcomes are 
likely to persist through March 2023, the peak of the lean 
season.[4]

In Cabo Delgado province of Mozambique, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
acute food insecurity outcomes persist, due to conflict. In 
Nampula province, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are likely to 
emerge in the areas most affected by the storms/cyclone, due to 
a likely poor harvest, and limited livelihood options. In 
drought-affected southern and central parts of Mozambique, poor 
harvest, and limited labor opportunities are likely to result in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes. [5]

https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/commodity-prices-
surge-due-war-ukraine

https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/PW_
GLOBAL_202205_FINAL.pdf
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Much of Southern Africa is expected to have dry conditions during 
the June-August period, which is typical of the lean season, while 
the harvesting period closes off. 

A below-average harvest and worsening macro-economic 
conditions across the region will severely limit post-harvest 
improvements. 

Overall, the main harvest is below average in Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, southern parts of Madagascar, Angola and Malawi. 

The impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, insecurity in DRC and 
Cabo Delgado in Mozambique, weather shocks, and general 
global economic shocks led to below-average agriculture outputs. 

However, food security concerns remain over conflict areas in 
Mozambique and in areas where severe weather conditions have 
disrupted cropping/harvesting activities leading to crop loss.

Serious Quelea bird outbreak affecting Sorghum, millet, rice, and 
wheat crops in Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Botswana.

https://fews.net/southern-africa/angola/key-message-update/-
may-2022#:~:text=Due%20to%20consecutive%20droughts%20over,production%20pr
ospects%20are%20very%20poor.

[4]

https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-increas-
ing-number-idps-are-facing-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-cabo

[5]

https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/PW_ GLOBAL_202205_FINAL.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/commodity-prices-surge-due-war-ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-key-message-update-maize-harvests-grand-south-produce-minimal-seasonal-improvements-may-2022
https://fews.net/southern-africa/angola/key-message-update/may-2022#:~:text=Due%20to%20consecutive%20droughts%20over,production%20prospects%20are%20very%20poor.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-increasing-number-idps-are-facing-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-cabo
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/PW_ GLOBAL_202205_FINAL.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/commodity-prices-surge-due-war-ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-key-message-update-maize-harvests-grand-south-produce-minimal-seasonal-improvements-may-2022
https://fews.net/southern-africa/angola/key-message-update/may-2022#:~:text=Due%20to%20consecutive%20droughts%20over,production%20prospects%20are%20very%20poor.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-increasing-number-idps-are-facing-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-cabo


2

Food and Nutrition Security Bulletin - Southern Africa, JUNE 2022

AGRICULTURAL SEASON

In Angola, inconsistent rainfall and dry spells since late December 2021 caused strengthening moisture deficits which led to 
consecutive severe droughts by the end of the rainy season (end of May 2022) in Southern Angola mostly, Namibe, Cunene, and parts 
of Huíla and Benguela.  The same areas experienced one of the worst droughts in the last 40 years which negatively impacted 
livelihoods and food security. [4]

Due to consecutive droughts over the past two agricultural seasons, IPC Phase 3+ food security outcomes are likely to persist 
through March 2023, the peak of the lean season. Cunene, Huíla, Namibe, and Cuando Cubango are of the highest concern, where 
poor households have limited to no access to own-produced crops and are entirely reliant on markets, yet with lower-than-normal 
purchasing power. Malawi is expected to realize a below-average harvest for essential food and cash crops due to poor rainfall 
performance, multiple tropical storms, and limited supply access to agricultural inputs.  Maize production is expected to be 13 
percent below the 5-year average.

In Southern Malawi, crop production was severely impacted and production deficits were likely similar to the 2015/16 drought. Poor 
harvest likely reduces household incomes from crop sales and will trigger earlier reliance on market purchases. Lower Shire area: 
households experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes due to multiple shocks impact which impacted crop production, access to 
livelihoods, and financial access to food. 

In Cabo Delgado province of Mozambique, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity outcomes persist, due to conflict. In Nampula 
province, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are likely to emerge in the areas most affected by the storms/cyclone, due to a likely poor 
harvest, and limited livelihood options. In drought-affected southern and central parts of Mozambique, poor harvest, and limited labor 
opportunities are likely to result in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes. Affected areas include Sofala, Tete and 
parts of Manica provinces.[5]

In Zimbabwe, due to poor progression of the 2021-22 rainfall and agricultural season, national stapple production is estimated at 
below normal in worst-affected parts of Manicaland, Masvingo, Midlands, Matabeleland north and south provinces, and in the far 
northeast. [6]

Throughout the outlook period, due to limited production and controlled grain sales maize grain supply on the open markets is 
expected at below-normal levels countrywide. Own-produced staple grain supplies at the household level are expected to last three 
to four months at most, with worst-affected households likely to deplete their stocks by July. Volatile macroeconomic conditions are 
expected to worsen the food security situation in the country especially for poor households with weak purchasing power.

Figure 2: Projected Sept - Nov 2022

Much of the Southern Africa region is expected to have dry 
conditions during the June-August period, which is typical of the lean 
season, while the harvesting period closes off. 

A below-average harvest and worsening macro-economic 
conditions across the region will severely limit post-harvest 
improvements. 

In Madagascar, Multiple consecutive droughts, below-average 
maize harvest, above-average prices and below-average labor 
demand are driving Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!) outcomes across the 
Grand South. In western parts, severe drought conditions are 
contributing to the below-average harvests. [3]

In cyclone-affected areas along with south-eastern Madagascar, 
recovery is still ongoing to restore livelihoods and shelter, resulting in 
IPC Phase 2 + outcomes. Across the rest of the country where rice 
production is near-average, Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food security 
outcomes are expected through September.

[6] https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe

https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-key-message-update-maize-harvests-grand-south-produce-minimal-seasonal-improvements-may-2022
https://fews.net/southern-africa/angola/key-message-update/may-2022#:~:text=Due%20to%20consecutive%20droughts%20over,production%20prospects%20are%20very%20poor.
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-increasing-number-idps-are-facing-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-cabo
https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe
https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe
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NUTRITION

 

Angola
SAM admissions in 2022 are higher than admissions in 2021 
for the same time period with over 40 000 children admitted 
and about 126,607 children have  been screened in health 
facilities for acute malnutrition. Over 60,000 children have 
received vitamin A supplementation and 24,684 children have 
received deworming treatment. 

The IPC Food Security and Nutrition Assessment is still 
awaiting funding support from partners in order to start in June 
2022.

Madagascar
The nutrition situation is improved when compared to 2021. 
However, a significant drop in the May admission when 
compared to April due to improvement in the overall situation 
and improved harvest season. SMART surveys and mass 
screening are ongoing to generate evidence in the ten Southern 
drought-affected districts and in the areas touched by the 
cyclone Batsirai and Eminati.

Madagascar has already made the first draft of a humanitarian 
response plan for the rest of 2022 with a significant decrease 
in the humanitarian caseload for the South.

Malawi
Overall, 31% increase in SAM admissions from 13,570 (Jan to 
April 2021) to 17,837 same period in 2022. 4,380 Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted in April 2022, a 37% increase 
compared to April 2021. The SAM admission for April 2022 is 
above the past four years of 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021.

MAM admissions in increased by 183%  from 1,090 (April 
2021) to 3,090 same periods in 2022. MAM admissions from 
4,772 (Jan to April 2021) to 9,919 same periods in 2022.

Mozambique
Humanitarian needs in Mozambique have increased due to a 
busy cyclone season with multiple storms in rapid succession 
and below-average rainfall recorded in the southern region.  

Integrated mobile brigades in 18 hard-to-reach communities of 
Northern Cabo Delgado, reached 1,678 children under five with 
lifesaving nutrition screenings, treating 15 SAM and 44 MAM 
cases, while also supplementing with vitamin A 1,005 children 
6 to 59 months and deworming 658 children 12 to 59 months.

DRC
Armed conflict and international tensions escalated 
significantly during the reporting period. 

In May, WFP met 73% of its planned distributions for the month 
reaching 1,314,517 beneficiaries overall. WFP continues to 
face major challenges from insecurity in eastern provinces. 
WFP provided 426,892 children and pregnant and lactating 
women and girls with nutritious products to treat and prevent 
malnutrition, reaching 98% of those targeted overall.

The emergency countries sustained emergency nutrition situation. The effect of the Ukraine crisis has increased the cost of the duty 
of commodities that are used for the treatment of acute malnutrition. Delivery services while potentially increasing the 
demand/needs for services increasing admission trends in Angola, Malawi, and Namibia. Huge funding gaps in Angola and Malawi 
for nutrition programs and the prevention actions remain low and underfunded.

Figure 4: Trend of SAM admission, Malawi

Figure 3: Evolution of the number of SAM admissions in CMAM program, 
Madgascar
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Figure 5: Outpatient SAM Admission, Mozambique
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Markets & Prices 

Commodity prices surge
The Impact of the Russia - Ukrainian conflict affects Southern Africa which is still recovering  from the worst cyclone season. In 
consideration that the subregion is a net importer of the cereal, these high levels principally reflect the steeply rising international benchmark 
prices.

Maize prices increased in most countries prior to the main harvest period. Although seasonal price decreases are normally observed from 
April/May onwards, rising international benchmark prices, higher fuel costs, and expectations of reduced harvests this year could limit 
seasonal declines.  Prices of wheat and fertilizers continued to rise, resulting in new record highs in several countries. 

The global fertilizer market was already under severe stress before the war. With the supply affected by the war, further increases are 
expected especially for South Africa, Zambia and Tanzania, the 3 key suppliers of maize in the region. The Russia-Ukraine conflict has driven 
up already high global agricultural commodity prices. 

Maize prices in selected Southern African Countries
In Zimbabwe, grain supply shortages drive atypical price increases (strong 
substitution for wheat). In Malawi, prices increased atypically in May with 
an ongoing harvest. In Madagascar, prices fell seasonally in May boosted 
by improved availability.  [8]

In Mozambique, prices increased atypically due to delays in harvests and 
below-average supply in some parts affected by multiple adverse weather 
shocks. Conflict is also affecting staple prices in the northern affected 
areas. In South Africa, wholesale prices of maize increased steeply for the 
second consecutive month in April. 

White maize prices remained below the all-time highs of early 2016. 
Recent increases are mostly driven by high international benchmark 
prices. Overall, prices remained above the 2021 and the five-year average.

The FAO Food Price Index is down 0.6 percent from April but 22.8 percent above 
its year-earlier value for the second consecutive monthly decline led by declines 
in the Vegetable Oil and Dairy price indices. But Cereal and Meat price indices 
increased. [7]

Cereal Price Index is up 2.2 percent from April and 29.7 percent above May 2021 
levels. International wheat prices up 5.6 percent in May, to average 56.2 percent 
above May 2021 and 11 percent below the record high in March 2008. Export 
ban announced by India, poor crop conditions in exporting countries, and 
reduced production in Ukraine.

By contrast, international coarse grain prices declined 2.1 percent but remained 
18.1 percent above May 2021. Seasonal supplies in Argentina and the imminent 
start of Brazil's main maize harvest stabilized international maize prices.

International Commodity Price Trends

Transboundary pests and diseases - Quelea birds

Quelea birds, whose population is estimated to be 1.8 billion in 25 countries, cause 
extensive damage to cereal grains, especially wheat, rice, barley, sorghum and 
millets when they reach the ripening stage. [9]

A serious outbreak of quelea birds causes extensive damage to Sorghum, millet, 
rice, and wheat crops in Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Botswana. 

In Tanzania, the outbreak is reported in 15 districts across nine regions 
(Shinyanga, Kigoma, Tabora, Geita, Manyara, Singida, Dodoma, Mbeya and 
Morogoro). Tanzanian government requested emergency support from FAO to 
contain the pest and FAO released half a million US dollars to support ground and 
aerial operations.

The pest has also been reported in Botswana, Pandamatenga area and in 
Zimbabwe, Umguza and Bubi farming areas, Matebeleland North. 

It requires more resources for effective early warning systems as well as 
community-based Integrated Pest Management approaches.

[7] https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/

Figure 6: FAO price indices 

Figure 7: Maize Price Trends in Southern Africa Countries

[8] https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/giews-country-brief-zimbabwe-03-june-2022

https://allafrica.com/stories/202205160235.html[9]

https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-ear-
ly-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-june-september-2022

[10]

https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/giews-country-brief-zimbabwe-03-june-2022
https://allafrica.com/stories/202205160235.html
https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/giews-country-brief-zimbabwe-03-june-2022
https://allafrica.com/stories/202205160235.html
https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-june-september-2022
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The Regional Food Nutrition and Security Working Group for southern 
Africa (FNSWG) is a coordinating platform for food security and 
nutrition issues in the region. FNSWG  members  currently  include  
the  Southern  African  Development Community  (SADC)  Secretariat,  
regional  development  humanitarian  organisations, donors, non-
governmental and academic bodies. 

To learn more:

FNSWG Website Follow us on Twitter

Country

COUNTRIES OF CONCERN
A presentation was provided by WFP VAM Officer on countries of concern in the Southern Africa region from June to September 
2022. The hunger hotspot map identifies areas that have been affected by drought throughout the rainy season.

In the southern and southwestern provinces of Angola, consecutive below-average rainfall is expected during the ongoing 
agricultural season, which is likely to reduce production and lead to crop losses for a third consecutive year. In DRC, the effects of 
intensified conflict in North Kivu and Ituri provinces, where displacement continues and food prices will continue to increase with 
the population movements.    

In southern Madagascar, below-average rainfall is forecast for the remainder of the current agricultural season in areas that are still 
facing the residual impacts of a severe drought in 2021. In addition, eastern Madagascar and the Mozambique Channel are facing 
an enhanced number of tropical cyclones this year, increasing the risk of flooding in coastal areas of both countries. Zimbabwe has 
been added to the list of hotspot countries compared to the January 2022 edition of this report as Zimbabwe is experiencing a 
protracted economic crisis as well as poor rainfall. 

The report serves as an early warning of the food crisis and is produced to urge humanitarian action in countries or situations where 
parts of the population are likely to face significant deterioration of acute food insecurity. Hotspot countries and locations are 
selected through a consensus-based process given a strict set of methodological parameters. The report provides country-specific 
recommendations for anticipatory actions and emergency response. [10]

https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-june-september-2022
https://twitter.com/FNSWG_SRNAFR
https://fnswg.elementor.cloud/

