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WFP LEBANON
SITUATION REPORT – April 2022

“I want to run my own bakery when I grow up and prepare fresh bread 

daily.” Meet Abdallah and Abdallah. Not only do they share the same 

name, but also the same dream inspired by WFP’s assistance.

HIGHLIGHTS

• The price of the minimum food basket increased from LBP 
619,000 in March to LBP 700,000 in April – exceeding the 
official monthly minimum wage which remains LBP 
675,000.

• WFP increased the transfer value of monthly cash 
assistance for refugees from LBP 300,000 to LBP 500,000 
per capita for food assistance and from LBP 800,000 to 
LBP 1 million per household for non-food assistance to 
help beneficiaries better meet their needs amid inflation.

SITUATION UPDATE

• Lebanon’s protracted economic crisis threatens to

drive more people into poverty and food insecurity.

Prices of food and other essential needs continued to 

increase, driven by renewed currency depreciation 

(from an average of LBP 23,000/USD in March to LBP 

26,000/USD in April) and the impact of the Ukraine 

crisis on international wheat and fuel prices. The cost 

of the minimum food basket monitored by WFP 

increased from LBP 619,000 in March to reach LBP 

700,000 in April, a 12-fold increase since October 2019. 

Prices of gasoline increased by 72 percent and cooking 

gas by 30 percent between March and April.

• Unemployment is also on the rise, increasing from 

11% in 2019 to 30% in 2022 with the highest in 

Baalbek-Hermel (41%), South Lebanon (37%), and 

Bekaa (35%). Despite overall inflation of 562 percent 

from December 2018 to October 2021, the average 

monthly earnings of employees only doubled from 

LBP 1.2 million in 2019 to LBP 2.3 million in 2022. Work 

remains the main source of income for Lebanese 

households but income from real estate, financial 

assets, and retirement and allowances from other 

social insurances decreased while aid transfers and 

remittances increased as sources of income between 

2019 and 2022 (Lebanon Labour Force Survey).

IN NUMBERS

1,663,800 people assisted in April 2022

USD 29m cash-based transfers made

3,563,300 people in need of assistance

4,790 MT of food distributed

WFP RESPONSE

Cash Assistance for Refugees

• In April, WFP provided unconditional cash assistance to 

1,039,000 refugees through 3 modalities: 

• Multipurpose Cash for food and other essential needs 

redeemable at ATMs: 235,000 Syrian refugees

• Food e-cards for food needs redeemable at WFP-

contracted shops: 351,000 Syrian refugees

• Cash-for-Food for food needs redeemable at ATMs or 

shops: 446,500 Syrian refugees and 6,450 refugees of 

other nationalities

• WFP increased the transfer value of monthly cash assistance for 

refugees from LBP 300,000 to LBP 500,000 per capita for food 

assistance and from LBP 800,000 to LBP 1 million per household 

for non-food assistance to help beneficiaries better meet their 

needs amid inflation.

Economic Crisis Response for Lebanese

• Through the emergency response to the ongoing economic 
crisis, WFP reached 76,762 vulnerable Lebanese households 
(around 306,000 individuals) with food parcels in April as part of
the scale-up to reach 100,000 households by mid-2022.
Beneficiaries reported high satisfaction rates of the quality and 
quantity of food delivered via the parcel. 

http://www.cas.gov.lb/images/Publications/LFS_2022/Presentation - Follow Up LFS Lebanon 2022.pdf


Gender, Protection & Accountability to
Affected Populations (AAP)

• In April, WFP received 46,500 calls through its call centre, 
with 49 percent of calls received from women and 53 
percent from Lebanese. Over half of the calls were to 
request assistance, a third to request information, and 
others to provide feedback or express concerns. Nearly all 
cases (95 percent) were resolved during the same month, 
while the rest will be closed out following action by WFP or 
to the relevant referral partner. Call centre operators also 
made 65,000 outgoing calls to provide feedback, collect 
more information, and follow-up with beneficiaries and 
callers. 

• A capacity strengthening plan on gender-sensitive social 
protection programming is currently under review 
together with the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA), with the 
aim to roll-out the training to 400 MoSA staff in 2022. 

Supply Chain

• Following shop assessments in March to expand the retail 
network across Lebanon, WFP added 17 new retailers and 
5 additional branches of the food supplier “Tawfeer” to its 
network. Newly added shops will increase coverage and 
help reduce travel distances and costs for beneficiaries.

• In April, 83,600 food rations arrived at the port of Beirut for 
WFP’s crisis response for Lebanese, including 79,000 
parcels that were dispatched during April’s cycle of 
assistance. 

ADVOCACY, COMMUNICATIONS &   
PARTNERSHIPS

• On 25 April, WFP hosted Germany’s Federal Minister for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, H.E Svenja 
Schulze, who announced an additional EUR 10 million 
contribution to WFP’s current programmes, focusing on 
assistance to Lebanese as well as livelihoods activities. 

• Also in April, WFP’s Country Director and Ambassador to 
Japan, H.E. Takeshi Okubo, visited the Bekaa area to 
showcase WFP’s operations on activities supported by 
Japan, including livelihoods projects, cash assistance, and 
in-kind food assistance.

• A ‘Share the Meal’ campaign for 1 million meals was 
launched with PepsiCo in support of the most vulnerable 
families in Lebanon. 

• Social media content produced in April include videos on 
WFP’s 2021 achievements, food assistance, livelihood 
projects, refugee assistance, and support to small 
businesses. 

WFP RESPONSE

School Meals

• In April, 68,888 Syrian and Lebanese students registered in 
the morning and afternoon shifts benefitted from WFP’s 
School Meals programme. In addition to regular school 
snacks, 4,600 students received cold meals through the 
School Kitchens initiative, where students’ mothers 
prepare sandwiches and fruits/vegetables for students 
during school hours. 

Livelihoods

• As of April, 3,554 farmers redeemed their vouchers to 
purchase agricultural equipment and inputs from 
contracted shops as part of the joint WFP-FAO project to 
promote sustainable agricultural development in Lebanon. 

• Under the Food System Grant Facility – an innovative tool 
developed by WFP to support small and medium sized 
businesses affected by the ongoing crises – 5 selected 
businesses received grants for equipment and technical 
assistance packages to optimize their operations.

Support to Social Protection Programmes

• WFP assisted 42,500 Lebanese families (around 250,000 
individuals) through the National Poverty Targeting 
Programme (NPTP) in April, including 6,000 households 
who received assistance for the first time as part of the 
ongoing scale-up. The food transfer value for NPTP 
beneficiaries was increased from USD 15 to USD 20 per 
person per month in line with the benefits of the 
Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) programme.

• As of April, WFP delivered payments to 28,608 households 
on behalf of the Government for the ESSN and is 
continuing household verification visits to enable the 
Government to select ESSN beneficiaries.  

FUNDING OVERVIEW

COUNTRY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
(2018–2022) 

2022 TOTAL 
REQUIREMENTS

71%

67%

Available 
Resources

US$ 2 B

US$ 616 M
Includes USD 241 M for the ESSN

Requirements

US$ 3.4 B

US$ 1.3 B

MAY – OCT 2022
NET FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS

US$ 346.5 million
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Monitoring

• WFP conducted monitoring visits to card and food 

distribution sites (165), shops (160), and ATMs (900 

visits to 89 ATMs) across Lebanon and interviewed 600 

beneficiaries in April to ensure beneficiaries are able to 

access their assistance in a safe, dignified manner. 

Distributions were carried out smoothly on the whole 

and all contacted beneficiaries were able to successfully 

redeem their assistance. 

• Nearly all shop owners were satisfied with WFP’s 

programme implementation and the availability of 

diverse products remained high, with more than 80 

percent of the shops offering multiple brands of pulses, 

dairy products, cereals, and oil. 

• The majority of ATMs (89 percent) were functional all 

day, while others faced electricity cuts. In a notable 

improvement from previous months, beneficiaries 

waited less than 15 minutes in queues in front of ATMs 

to withdraw their entitlements and tensions between 

ATM users were reported at less than 2 percent of the 

visits. 

https://twitter.com/WFPLebanon/status/1516795032493248512
https://twitter.com/WFPLebanon/status/1520321321355382785
https://twitter.com/WFPLebanon/status/1519636447950745600
https://twitter.com/WFPLebanon/status/1519993632123764736
https://twitter.com/WFPLebanon/status/1517425222982328321


Situation Report #1 April 2022 Page l 3

WFP LEBANON @WFPLebanon
For more information: www.wfp.org/countries/Lebanon

Country Director: Abdallah Alwardat
Contact: Yein Kim, Head of Reporting, yein.kim@wfp.org

*

*

*excluding ESSN beneficiaries

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Lebanon
mailto:yein.kim@wfp.org

