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IDP girl carrying water back to Ryad camp near El Geneina, West Darfur. UNHCR/H. Caux  
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The security situation in Malakal (Upper Nile) remains tense following serious clashes between militia of the 
Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the SPLA last month. The security level in Malakal town is at level III and 
restriction of movement for UN agencies and INGOs remains in effect. The State Government has formed a 
committee headed by the Minister of Social Development and Deputy Governor to investigate who is behind 
the crisis and to evaluate the extent of the damage to civilian lives and properties. The Committee started to 
work on 11 December and has one month to submit its findings to Juba.  
 
The security situation in Juba is also tense as a result of sporadic firing on the weekend of 15 December 
caused by a number of Joint Integrated Unit (JIU) soldiers protesting against non-payment of their salaries. A 
curfew was immediately put in place by the authorities and the UN Department of Safety and Security 
(UNDSS) instructed that all staff of UN agencies and INGOs stay indoors from 19:00 to dawn. The curfew 
was relaxed on 17 December from 20:00 to dawn.  
 
On a positive note, the peace talks between the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the Government of 
Uganda were seen as on course after the leader of the LRA, Joseph Kony, reiterated his commitment to the 
talks following the visit by his mother to Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
Reportedly, the President of Uganda expressed his willingness to talk to the LRA leadership directly and held 
a lengthy telephone conversation with one of the LRA leaders. The LRA delegation had earlier walked out of 
the peace talks following a clash between the LRA and the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) east of 
Juba.  
 
Meanwhile, the UN Secretary-General has appointed a special envoy for the LRA-affected areas, Joaquim 
Chissano, who is the former President of Mozambique.  
 
Cooperation agreement between UNHCR and IOM 
On 14 December, UNHCR and IOM signed a Letter of Understanding (LoU) which provides the framework 
for cooperation between the two organizations in helping Sudanese refugees in neighbouring countries, IDPs 
and refugees in Sudan to return to their home areas. The LoU sets out the roles and responsibilities of each 
organization in facilitating safe and sustainable return by air, road or barge. Refugees and IDPs will benefit 
from information campaigns and “go and see” visits so that they can make informed decisions on whether 
and when to return. Those opting to return will be assisted with registration, pre-departure arrangements, 
transportation and reintegration support. Vulnerable individuals, such as pregnant women, small children, the 
elderly and the disabled will receive special attention. UNHCR and IOM are committed to sharing 50% of the 
costs each for transportation and other related activities in the return movements.  
 
The two organizations have a long-standing partnership and are successfully cooperating in the ongoing 
voluntary repatriation of Sudanese refugees from Ethiopia, Kenya and the Central African Republic (CAR) as 
well as in the return of IDPs in Blue Nile State.  
 
Resumption of organized movements from Ethiopia 
The reporting period was marked by the resumption of the repatriation operation from Ethiopia that was 
started in March 2006 but had to be suspended later in May due to the advent of the rainy season. More than 
2,500 people were repatriated from Bonga and Sherkole camps before heavy rains prevented any further 
major movements by road. 
 
The operation resumed on 13 December when a convoy of 11 trucks carrying 528 Sudanese refugees and 
their personal effects, accompanied by UNHCR and IOM vehicles, left Bonga camp for Nyille and Chali El 
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Fiel villages in Blue Nile State. The returnees spent three nights on the road, covering 820 kilometres, before 
finally entering Sudan through the border crossing point of Kurmuk on the fourth day.  
 
Before leaving Bonga, the returnees were given an aid package including blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans, 
guinea-worm filters, soap and sanitary kits. Plastic sheets, mosquito nets, water buckets and cooking sets 
were distributed at the border crossing point at Kurmuk. The returnees were welcomed by local leaders in 
Kurmuk who accompanied them all the way to Chali. Upon arrival, a reintegration package, including three-
month food rations and agricultural tools and seeds, were provided by WFP and FAO to help the returnees 
restart their lives.  
 
UNHCR, together with its partners, particularly IOM and the Ethiopian Administration for Refugee and 
Returnee Affairs (ARRA), will move three more convoys of 500 refugees each before the end of the year. 
One convoy of eight buses and three trucks carrying 500 refugees and their personal belongings already left 
Bonga camp on 17 December and is own its way to Blue Nile State. The target is to repatriate some 9,000 
refugees from Bonga and other camps before the rainy season starts in May 2007. 
 

 
Returnees from Ethiopia at Chali reception centre. UNHCR/J. Musau/Dec. 2006 

 
Resumption of air repatriation from the Central African Republic 
After a suspension of nearly nine months due to closure of the border between CAR and Sudan, the 
repatriation by air of Sudanese refugees from Mboki, CAR, to Tambura, Western Equatoria State, resumed 
on 15 December. Two flights brought home a total of 105 refugees. The following day, another two flights 
brought back 100 returnees.  
 
The returnees were received by the authorities, community and church leaders, relatives and friends. A brief 
welcome ceremony was held at the UNHCR/GTZ way station, after which the returnees were registered. The 
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returnees were then provided with food rations from WFP, non-food items and seeds and tools from FAO. 
Thirty-three persons with specific needs, including pregnant women, elderly and disabled, received special 
attention and were assisted right from arrival up to dispersal to their final destinations. Fifty-four girls and 
women of reproductive age received sanitary cloths and six pregnant women received clean delivery kits. 
These women also received medical soap, face towels, combs and nail cutters as part of a donation from 
International Medical Corps (IMC). Children of 0-6 months received baby kits and children of 2-5 years were 
given an extra package of clothes and toys.  
 
From next week onwards, there will be three rotations daily three times a week, with a total of nine flights per 
week. The joint UNHCR/IOM repatriation operation is expected to bring back an average of 450 returnees 
per week and to repatriate all 8,000 remaining refugees in CAR by the end of April 2007. 
 

 
The first flight from CAR since the operation resumed arrives in Tambura. UNHCR/C. Hamm/Dec. 2006 

 
Spontaneous and assisted self-repatriation  
Spontaneous and assisted self-repatriation continues. During the reporting period, 45 persons from CAR and 
45 persons from DRC returned to Western Equatoria on their own and received humanitarian assistance 
from UNHCR upon presentation of their voluntary repatriation forms issued in the country of asylum. To date, 
a total of 1,156 spontaneous returnees from CAR and 451 spontaneous returnees from the DRC have been 
registered and assisted.  
 
This year, a total of 3,399 individuals returned home from neighbouring countries under the assisted self-
repatriation scheme. 
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Last repatriation movement from Uganda in 2006 
On 5 December, UNHCR repatriated 185 persons (75 families) from Arua, Uganda. This was the last 
movement scheduled from Uganda for 2006. The returnees stayed overnight at Alero way station in Yei and 
were dispersed to Yei town, Morobo, Lainya and Maridi on 6 and 7 December. The total number of refugees 
repatriated since May from Uganda is 5,749. 
 
Cross-border meeting Sudan-Uganda 
A one-day cross-border meeting between Sudan and Uganda was held on 29 November in Juba. The 
meeting was attended by UNHCR staff based in South Sudan and Uganda, partners and government 
representatives from Yei, Kajo Keji, Kapoeta and Juba in South Sudan and from Moyo, Arua and Hoima in 
Uganda. Participants were briefed on the current situation in South Sudan in the major return areas in 
Central and Eastern Equatoria and on the ongoing registration in the camps in Uganda. Discussions focused 
on the priority return corridors for 2007 and planning figures were tentatively agreed upon as well as the 
convoy schedules for repatriation from Uganda in the first quarter of 2007. Other issues discussed included 
the management of spontaneous returnees.    
 
Preparations for refugee returns to Warrab, Lakes and Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
UNHCR Rumbek conducted a one-day mission to Tonj in Warrab State. The purpose of the mission was to 
follow up on final arrangements with the authorities and agencies on the ground for planned refugee return 
from Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya to Tonj. Returns from Kakuma to Warrab State had been postponed 
due to logistical constraints and poor road conditions. Likewise, returns from Kakuma to Lakes State had 
been suspended following flooding in Kakuma as well as the unwillingness to return of those registered, 
citing the lack of freedom of movement due to the imposed curfew. 15 January 2007 is now the expected 
start date for returns from Kakuma to Warrab, Lakes and Northern Bahr el Ghazal.   
 
Returnee monitoring forum 
The Institute for Promotion of Civil Society (IPCS) – UNHCR’s partner on returnee monitoring – organized a 
returnee monitoring forum in Morobo on 13-14 December. This forum brought together all the chiefs in the 
various bomas in Morobo County. It offered an opportunity for the chiefs to learn how to design intervention 
strategies to address protection concerns such as water, sanitation, food, health, education, security, land 
mines, property issues and human rights. It also paved the way for getting the chiefs and communities 
involved at all levels in community-based reintegration programmes undertaken by UNHCR and other 
agencies.  
 
Planning for IDP return in Blue Nile State 
UNHCR is coordinating the UN response for the return of IDPs in Blue Nile State. In this regard, an inter-
agency delegation from Khartoum, comprising UNHCR, UNMIS RRR, WFP and IOM, traveled to Damazin to 
meet on 13 December with agencies based in Blue Nile State and discuss the ongoing preparations for the 
planned return of IDPs within the State.  
 
The registration exercise undertaken in IDP settlements in Damazin and Rosaries from September to 
October by UNHCR, UNMIS RRR, WFP, UNICF, FAO, the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and other 
NGOs under the lead of the Humanitarian Affairs Commission (HAC)/Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (SRRC), resulted in the registration of 33,382 IDPs, of which 18,998 declared their intention to 
return to their places of origin. The participants of the meeting discussed the operational plan for the return of 
15,000 of these IDPs and operational details for the return of the first group of 7,000 IDPs from Damazin to 
Kurmuk and Bao.  
 
In preparation for IDP returns, UNHCR undertook village assessments in 11 potential return areas in 
Southern Blue Nile (Kurmuk locality). The villages assessed were Jorot East and West, Zeriba, Sally, Kelly, 
Khor Bodi, Deim Mansour, Babaras, Ora, Chalie and Jerdan. During the mission, meetings were held with 
the local leaders and members of the communities. Overall, the attitude towards the planned IDP return is 
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positive and the Sheikhs underlined that the return of IDPs is most welcome. However, interventions in the 
sectors of water, health, education and food security should be considered in order to ensure the 
sustainability of return and reintegration of IDPs.  
 
Preparations for resumption of Bor Dinka IDP movement 
UNHCR completed the verification of Bor Dinka IDPs at Lologo transit centre on 27 November in preparation 
for their onward movement to Bor by barge. Out of 1,034 IDPs, 997 individuals (349 families) registered for 
return to Bor. The majority of IDPs (776 individuals) have registered for payams in south Bor and the 
remaining 221 individuals wish to return to north Bor.  
 
IOM expects the movement to start as soon as the barge arrives in Juba. The IDPs' fears of travelling by river 
have also caused the movement to be delayed and these still need to be adequately addressed. The Central 
Equatoria authorities have requested the Lologo site to be vacated by 31 December, by which time the 
movements should have been completed. 
 
“Go and see” visits to South Sudan for IDPs in Khartoum 
Two IDP delegations from Khartoum participated in UNHCR-facilitated “go and see” visits to South Sudan. A 
youth delegation visited Western Equatoria and a women's delegation traveled to Eastern Equatoria between 
27 November and 2 December. The IDP delegations were hosted by respective UNHCR offices in Western 
and Eastern Equatoria as well as in Juba during stop-overs in Juba. The delegations met with local 
authorities, UN agencies, NGOs, youth and women’s associations, persons living with HIV/AIDS and refugee 
returnees. They also visited health and educational facilities. UNHCR is now organizing community meetings 
in the main Khartoum IDP areas in order for the IDP delegates to report back on their findings to their 
respective communities. This will enable the IDPs who are contemplating to return to South Sudan to make 
informed decisions on whether and when to return.  
 
To date, UNHCR has facilitated three “go and see” visits for IDPs in Khartoum – the first one to Western 
Equatoria took place in June 2006.  
 
Enhancing the IDP protection network 
At the end of November and beginning of December, UNHCR, as chair of the Protection Working Group, 
focused on links with NGOs working in Khartoum to enhance the existing protection network. As a first step, 
a training on IDP protection was organized. The training took place in two parts to allow participants to put 
into practice what they learned and then convene again to discuss specific protection issues that they 
identified and/or addressed in their daily work. Senior NGO staff were also invited to discuss protection 
strategies for next year and to be briefed on the work of the Protection Working Group. Two issues were 
identified as areas that would be well served by more cooperation, namely enhancing income generating 
activities as alternatives to alcohol brewing – which is a source of many protection concerns facing women – 
and seeking more clarity and transparency in the land allocation process for displaced communities in 
Khartoum. These issues will be followed up in 2007. 
 
Capacity-building of local NGOs  
UNHCR monitored and provided training materials for a training-of-trainers workshop on human rights 
organized by the Sudanese Human Rights and Legal Aid Group and Abrar Organization for Victims of 
Torture from 9 to 13 December in Khartoum. Forty participants from different local NGOs attended the 
training. This training was part of UNHCR’s capacity-building efforts that aim at empowering local NGOs to 
take responsibilities in the protection of citizens and particularly IDPs. 
 
IDP protection workshop for law enforcement officials  
On 14 December, UNHCR organized a workshop for 55 high level law enforcement officials, including the 
Head of Police in Khartoum State and security forces as well as HAC and SRRC officials who are working 
with the IDP communities in Khartoum. The objectives of the workshop were to assess how IDP protection is 
being applied on the job, evaluate the impact of knowledge learnt and provide an update on recent protection 
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concerns in the IDP camps for follow up. One of the recommendations resulting from the workshop is for 
UNHCR to organize a protection workshop for the police and representatives of IDP communities as a 
means of encouraging dialogue and building trust between the two.  
 
Community-based protection training  
UNHCR in cooperation with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) conducted a three-day community-based 
protection training workshop in Bor (Jonglei State) from 11to 13 December. The workshop was well-attended 
by local government officials, community leaders and staff of NGOs and UN agencies in Bor. The training 
covered the following topics: protection, child protection, human rights, women’s rights and HIV/AIDS and 
was designed to provide the foundations for establishing community-based protection networks. This was the 
sixth such workshop carried out by UNHCR at the state level in South Sudan.   
 
Land and property workshops 
The newly-formed Southern Sudan Land Commission (SSLC), UNHCR, FAO and NRC co-organized a state-
level land and property workshop in Juba from 29 November to 1 December. More than 70 participants 
drawn from all of the counties in Central Equatoria State attended, including county commissioners, chiefs 
and traditional leaders, members of the Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly, members of the 
Government of South Sudan Ministry of Legal Affairs and Constitutional Development, representatives of 
women's groups and NGOs. During the three days, issues related to land tenure and the legal framework 
and customs regulating land access were discussed in depth. A separate session of the workshop facilitated 
by UNHCR addressed the information required by returnees (refugees and IDPs) to access or claim land and 
property on their return to South Sudan.  
 
The last land and property workshop for 2006 was held in Bor from 14 to 15 December. The workshop was 
convened and chaired by the SSLC. More than 50 participants from Jonglei State attended, including local 
government officials, chiefs and traditional leaders, representatives of women's groups and NGOs. This was 
the sixth such workshop to be held in state capitals across South Sudan this year (apart form Juba 
mentioned above, previous workshops were held in Malakal, Aweil, Rumbek and Kapoeta). UNHCR, FAO 
and NRC have developed a proposal to hold similar workshops next year at county level in high return areas.   
 
Education reintegration activities 
UNHCR coordinated an inter-agency education technical mission to South Sudan. The mission consisted of 
UNHCR, GTZ and JICA (Japanese Governmental Aid Agency). The mission held meetings with education 
authorities from Central and Eastern Equatoria States as well as Jonglei State, various county education 
officers, Multi Donor Trust Fund, UN agencies and UNHCR education implementing partners. The purpose of 
the mission was to focus on ways of strengthening education in the reintegration process as well as to inform 
the development of education reintegration guidelines for UNHCR. The team visited education facilities 
funded by UNHCR in Juba and went on to visit other parts of South Sudan. While visiting Kapoeta (Eastern 
Equatoria), GTZ stressed that it was necessary for UNHCR to focus more on the informal component of 
education, i.e. vocational training, adult education and language classes for returnees. 
 
Regarding the return of qualified Sudanese teachers from neighbouring countries, a meeting on the IOM 
“Return of Qualified Sudanese” programme was held on 14 December. The meeting was attended by 
representatives from IOM, UNHCR and IRC as well as officials from the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology and aimed at exploring ways through which Sudanese teachers who have graduated from 
Kakuma Teachers’ Training College in October could benefit or take advantage of the programme to return 
home to a job.  
On the promotion of girl child education, UNHCR held meetings in four zones in Kajo Keji with the girl child 
consultant, deputy head teachers and senior women teachers from all the 26 primary schools and four 
secondary schools. The aim of the meetings was to review the activities undertaken to promote girl child 
education during the year, the impact of such activities and plans for 2007. The head teachers reported 
higher enrolment of girls in their schools this year, with regular attendance attributed to the provision of 
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sanitary materials which made girls less uncomfortable sitting in class. The secondary school girls are more 
settled in their studies with the provision of partial payment of school fees under UNHCR funds. 
 
Training of prisoners and prison officials on HIV/AIDS and sexual and gender-based violence 
On 11-12 December, UNHCR Yei, in collaboration with the UNDP Rule of Law Unit, Yei County AIDS 
Commission and Yei County Prison Director, conducted a training workshop on HIV/AIDS and sexual and 
gender-based violence (SGBV) for prisoners and prison officials. Topics covered included treatment of 
prisoners in conformity with prisoners’ rights as enshrined in the Bill of Rights in the Interim Constitution of 
Southern Sudan, the Kampala Declaration on the Treatment of Prisoners and the UN Minimum Standard 
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. UNHCR staff facilitated sessions on HIV/AIDS and SGBV and the 
rights of prisoners. Over 70 persons, including prison inmates, prison officials and members of the police, 
benefited from the workshop which formed part of the “16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence” 
campaign.   
 
HIV/AIDS workshop for the disabled 
UNHCR conducted a protection and HIV/AIDS workshop in Juba for the disabled people’s association. The 
participants expressed appreciation to UNHCR for the workshop as it was the first time that the association 
benefited from such a training. It seems that the association has so far been excluded from similar 
workshops. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 17 December 2006 
2006 Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 65,863,243  
2006 Contributions: US$ 54,929,058 
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EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRRNNN   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
   
Security 
The security situation in Eastern Sudan has improved following the peace deal concluded last October 
between the Sudanese Government and the Eastern Front. 
 
New arrivals 
From 3 to 16 December, 508 Eritreans, 19 Ethiopians and one Somali asked for asylum in Wad Sharife 
reception centre. Among them were 10 unaccompanied minors. During the same period, 491 asylum claims 
were accepted on first instance and nine on appeal. Two claims were rejected. One of the rejected asylum 
seekers is an Ethiopian unaccompanied minor. UNHCR is contacting the Ethiopian community of Um Gulja 
to identify a care-taker for the boy among the people of his region and ethnicity. Another unaccompanied 
minor, who was accepted as a refugee, was assisted to join his family in Wad Hileau. At the end of the 
reporting period there were 52 asylum seekers at Wad Sharife awaiting processing of their asylum claims. 
 
Two Chadian asylum seekers who arrived in Eastern Sudan during the reporting period were denied access 
to the asylum procedure in Wad Sharife by National Security in Kassala. One of them has been held by 
National Security in Kassala since the beginning of December. Following intervention by UNHCR, National 
Security has agreed to give the Chadians access to the asylum procedure in the capital. UNHCR will 
facilitate their transport to Khartoum. 
 
Detention 
Five Eritrean refugees, who were arrested by National Security in Kassala in mid-October in the context of an 
investigation into human trafficking, were still held by National Security at the end of the reporting period 
despite the fact that their release had been announced. UNHCR has so far not been given access to the 
refugees. UNHCR will continue to follow up. 
 
Follow up on recommendations of non-refoulement workshop 
In Kassala, two meetings were held with the local authorities to follow up on the recommendations of the 
non-refoulement workshop of 25 September. The recommendations were discussed and confirmed. The 
formation of an inter-agency committee that will overview the implementation of the recommendations is 
underway. The committee is particularly important because the 1951 Refugee Convention is not fully 
integrated into the Sudanese laws which concern immigrants. 
 
Resettlement 
Five families (29 persons) were resettled to Canada on 4 December. Meanwhile, a good percentage of the 
139 refugees interviewed by the Australian Embassy were also accepted, pending results of their medical 
examinations. Canadian officials also called four families (23 persons) for interview during the first week of 
December. The initial report of the interviews showed encouraging results for all the families. 

 
Assessment of identification and referral activities for resettlement 
An assessment of UNHCR Showak’s identification and referral activities for resettlement was conducted on 
13 December. As part of the assessment, results from each camp from October 2005 to date were reported. 
The overall results showed that at least 77 families or 371 persons were resettled in 2005 and 2006 out of a 
total of 181 families or 885 persons that were identified and referred by UNHCR Showak to UNHCR 
Khartoum for resettlement interviews.  
 
The work of the newly established Case Review Committee at UNHCR Showak was also evaluated. One of 
the major problems highlighted concerned different interpretations of the resettlement criteria by different 
Resettlement Officers and resettlement countries. A suggestion for improvement was for the office to 
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establish a proper resettlement team based in Showak, led by a Resettlement Officer. It was also 
recommended that resettlement interviews by resettlement countries, as well the medical examinations, take 
place in Eastern Sudan. 

 
Livelihood development  
Two livelihood projects were initiated in Awad El Seid and Fath El Rahman refugee camps, including 12 and 
eight vulnerable women respectively. Most of the beneficiaries selected goat and sheep rearing as livelihood 
initiatives, while a few requested donkey carts. The beneficiaries agreed to repay the barrowed money after 
six months of the project initiative in equal six monthly instalments. 

 
Agricultural activities 
The refugees who borrowed funds during the last cultivation season started to repay the money to revolving 
funds almost in every camp. Since sorghum price is comparatively low because of the harvesting season, 
most of the refugees agreed to pay the money in kind, i.e. as sorghum grains, to the respective agricultural 
committees. The committees can store the sorghum till prices go up and sell with some profit.  

 
Environmental restoration 
A last mission for the year was carried out by IUCN (World Conservation Union), Nairobi, to review the 
progress of the UNHCR-sponsored environmental restoration project implemented by the Forest National 
Cooperation in Eastern Sudan. The mission visited Fau, Suki, Kilo 26 and Shagarabs camps and was 
satisfied with the overall performance of the project.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 17 December 2006 
2006 Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 12,860,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,530,087 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur remains tense. Anxiety and fear rose amongst the local 
population and IDPs when the Arab militia leader, ShkutAlla, arrived in El Geneina. His arrival was greeted 
with sustained "celebratory" light and heavy arms fire. The Arab militia leader has been operating in the 
Kulbus area and arrived with a large contingent of his combatants traveling in 35 vehicles. As a result, on 14 
December, UNDSS in El Geneina announced a complete restriction on all UN and INGO staff movement. 
 
The general security situation in Mukjar during the reporting period was tense. On 9 December, disgruntled 
reserve policemen from Kiraro village began shooting randomly, beating people with sticks and looting items 
from shops in Mukjar market. The reserve policemen have been frustrated because they have not received 
their salaries for seven months and have not been transferred/replaced for over a year and a half.  
 
On 9 December, an Arab nomad was attacked by three youths in Hassa Hissa camp in Zalingei. In response, 
a group of nomads surrounded the camp and threatened to attack. They later withdrew, reportedly as a result 
of persuasion by their own Umda. However, 43 IDPs who were outside the camp at that time were taken by 
the nomads and held hostage in Jabel Dod, a damra to the west of Hassa Hissa camp. Following 
negotiations between the authorities, the Sheikhs of the camp and the nomads, the three youths were 
handed over to the government police and the IDPs were released. 
 
During the reporting period, the security situation remained calm in Nyala town in South Darfur. However, 
there was a report of high tensions in El Deain due to the large gathering and presence of armed Arab men 
in the town. WFP staff and some of the INGOs were relocated from El Deain to Nyala.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Arrivals from Chad 
On 2 December, UNHCR conducted an assessment mission to Arara to investigate new influxes from Chad. 
The mission found that approximately 2,000 individuals (516 families) had fled to Arara following attacks on 
their villages in Chad. According to reports, eight Chadian villages (including Modahina, Koloy, Thireh, 
Tendelti, Jerena, Jedida, Kumu and Mormadenga) were attacked between 26 and 29 November, by 
Sudanese Arab militia and Chadian Arabs. On 6 December, UNHCR conducted a follow up mission to Arara, 
where an additional 125 new arrivals were reported. It seems that new individuals arrive daily, although in 
significantly smaller numbers than those that arrived during the original influx in late November.  
 
UNHCR also made a brief visit to Beida, where new numbers of Chadians were also reported. Some of these 
individuals are likely to be refugees. Others appear to be returnees. Still others apparently brought their 
possessions to Beida for safekeeping and then returned to Chad. Due to confusion in the numbers and 
status of new arrivals and the short time the team was allowed on the ground, a definitive assessment of 
population movement to and from Beida has not been possible. 
 
Darfurian refugees from Chad visit El Geneina  
During the reporting period, five representatives of the Darfurian refugees from Bredjing, Hajar Hadid, 
Triguine and Farchana refugee camps in Chad visited El Geneina to meet with their relatives in the IDP 
camps, the Sultan and UNHCR and discuss their concerns about security in and around the camps in Chad. 
They also wanted to find out if the situation in Darfur was conducive for return to Sudan. The Sultan and 
UNHCR agreed that the situation in Darfur is currently not conducive for return.  
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Mission to Saleah and Aroshorow 
On 2 December, UNHCR fielded a mission to Saleah and Aroshorow – Kulbus locality – to assess reports of 
movements of people following an attack on Hajilija village in October. On 29 October, some 20 villages (the 
biggest one being Hajilija) along the Sudan/Chad border were attacked in an operation that started in the 
early morning and continued till noon. It was reported that thousands of people were stranded at the border, 
fleeing Hajilija and other nearby villages, and trying to cross into Chad. About 100 families were displaced to 
Saleah.  
 
UNHCR was informed that a number of those stranded at the border returned to Hajilija, while others moved 
to Jabel Moon. Hajilija food distribution figures by ICRC earlier this year (June) stood at 9,800 while later 
figures by Catholic Relief Services (CRS) after the attack stand at 6,500. This is not necessarily an indicator 
of over 3,000 persons on the move, since it was suspected that people from neighboring areas also benefited 
from food assistance earlier, but is still an indicator of reduction in the number of beneficiaries. UNHCR will 
try to collect more information on the location of the population on the move.  
 
Both in Saleah and Aroshorow, population movement is limited due to heavy presence of armed militias in 
the area. Overall, the situation in the area remains extremely tense and the risk of further displacement is 
high due to a combination of factors, including the recent attacks on Sirba and Hajilija, the presence of rebels 
in Jabel Moon and government military brigade in Hilalat, the presence of Janjaweed and nomads south of 
Saleah, proximity to the Chadian border and ongoing fighting between Chadian rebels and the army.  
 
Mission to Foro Baranga 
On 9-11 December, UNHCR conducted a protection mission to the Foro Baranga area to meet with partners 
and assess the situation of the IDPs, refugees, returnees and local population in the village of Tandosa. The 
team met with the resident Sheikhs as well as IDP and refugee Sheikhs, primary school teachers and the 
participants in the Intersos-implemented women’s centre. The visit focused mostly on meeting with the 
refugee Sheikhs, who wished to discuss possible relocation to Um Shalaya refugee camp. The majority of 
refugee families in Tandosa – approximately 305 – are part of an old caseload of individuals from Chad who 
arrived in early 2006. These individuals, like all refugee arrivals at the time, were presented with the option of 
transfer to Um Shalaya. However, this group refused relocation and remained in Tandosa. The refugee 
Sheikhs indicated that the group is now interested in moving to Um Shalaya. An informal assessment of the 
desire of individuals to move to Um Shalaya, and of any potential numbers, is currently being conducted by 
the secretary of the refugee Sheikhs. Information obtained in this assessment will be given to Intersos 
representatives, who regularly visit Tandosa, and will then be forwarded to the UNHCR office in Habila.  
 
Um Shalaya refugee camp  
The situation in Um Shalaya refugee camp remains calm. There have been five new arrivals to the camp in 
the past two weeks. The Commissioner for Refugees (COR), UNHCR, Concern and Medair had a meeting 
with the local community leaders from around Um Shalaya, including the Sheikhs of the nomad tribes. All 
parties agreed that security is good in the area due to open relationships between all tribes. However, the 
local and nomad Sheikhs made numerous requests to UNHCR and other agencies for humanitarian 
assistance, including water infrastructure, health services and education. UNHCR explained that its primary 
responsibility in the area is to refugees but that UNHCR does often try to find ways of supporting the host 
community in refugee situations. UNHCR will consider including some component for assisting the host 
community in 2007.  
 
New IDP arrivals in Zalingei  
During the reporting period, approximately 80 people arrived from Jabel Marra to Hassa Hissa camp in 
Zalingei. They are in serious need of food. UNHCR committed to look into the situation of these new arrivals.  
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Beni Hussain families in Nyagadula  
In Zalingei, the presence of over 100 families of Beni Hussain in Nyagadula (Zalingei locality) remains a 
concern for humanitarian agencies. OCHA reported that it had a long meeting with HAC, in which HAC 
requested the aid agencies to provide assistance. UNHCR and Danish Refugee Council (DRC) have already 
conducted assessments of this population and reported their findings. The general consensus amongst the 
agencies is that there is a need for further assessments before any assistance is initiated.  
 
National NGOs 
An increasing number of national NGOs are becoming operational in IDP settlements. This is a phenomenon 
observed throughout Darfur. In West Darfur, it started in Mornei and is now observed in other locations, 
including in the El Geneina camps. These NGOs are well supported by HAC. They bypass the camp 
coordination system and are apparently not welcome by the IDPs. Some of these NGOs, such as IARA, are 
known to the international community, while others, such as Alpha and National Salam, are new and seem to 
be lacking experience in working in situations of displacement. This development will be watched closely by 
all UN agencies and INGOs.  
 
El Geneina camps 
The Government’s pledge to bring 100 new policemen to be divided equally between Durti, Ardamata, Riyad 
and Krinding camps has not yet materialized. Meanwhile, movement of armed men through most camps 
continues.  
 
On 5 December, the AU met with IDP Sheikhs on the issue of alcohol production in Ryad camp. The Sheikhs 
demanded the presence of UN agencies. The AU informed the Sheikhs of the Government’s plan to stop 
alcohol production in the camp. Overall, the Sheikhs appear to be willing to stop alcohol producers that are 
coming from El Geneina, whereas they do not want the IDPs involved to be affected by the police response. 
During the meetings, UNHCR made it clear that all alcohol production has to stop. It must be noted that 
alcohol production is a profitable business and brings more income that any other available income-
generating activity. UNHCR already had discussions with its partners on offering alternatives to alcohol 
producers.  
 
UNHCR will arrange for a meeting with Sheikhs for a detailed discussion of possible responses. Previously, 
the police had made several raids in the camps and had destroyed the shelters where alcohol was produced. 
However, this only resulted in a temporary decrease in alcohol production. Sheikhs will be warned that this 
time arrests of those involved in alcohol production may take place.  
 
Training of police 
UNHCR continues basic protection training for the police in El Geneina. Three sessions have been 
completed. While it was initially planned to involve 10 participants for each session, more policemen attended 
the trainings (a total of 46 in three sessions). The last session scheduled for 10 December was postponed 
due to security developments in El Geneina. The police will contact UNHCR with a proposal for a new date 
within the coming days.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 17 December 2006 
2006 Revised requirements for Darfur: US$ 21,085,381 
2006 Contributions: US$ 20,765,623 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
With Abeche briefly in the hands of the UFDD (the new politico-military opposition alliance) on 25 November, 
the security situation has rapidly deteriorated in eastern Chad. Staff have been relocated and a new 
operational organisation of protection and assistance activities has been put in place. In Bahai, Iriba and 
Guereda, a minimum presence of three national staff is maintained, while mobile teams based in Abeche 
carry out missions when and where security permits. Following an assessment of road security, one convoy 
of trucks carrying non-food items and fuel travelled from Abeche to Guereda on 16 December. UNHCR 
international staff accompanied the convoy and reported that the situation in Guereda was calm.  
 
Fighting in and around Guereda, which started on 1 December, between the ANT (Armée Nationale 
Tchadienne) and the newly-created CNT (Concorde National Tchadienne) uniting the United Front for 
Democratic Change (FUC) and the SCUD – RAFD, moved to Biltine, where the ANT was initially fighting 
against the CNT and later the UFDD, and then to Hadjar Mafaine, a mountainous area close to the Sudanese 
border between Guereda and Farchana. It seems that the fighting came to a temporary end on 13 December 
with unconfirmed numbers of casualties on both sides of ANT and the rebel faction of UFDD. It would appear 
that the UFDD withdrew back to Sudan.  
 
Some level of negotiation took place during the reporting period between Chadian authorities and the rebel 
movement, FUC, with the leader Mahamat Nour, whose area of origin and loyalty is Guereda. Since the 
fighting around Guereda, there has been a vacuum of authority and a total lack of law and order in the area. 
The Government of Chad and Mahamat Nour have agreed to a one-week truce during which an alliance may 
be brokered.  
 
The situation in Goz Beida and Koukou Angarana remained precarious as inter-ethnic tensions and attacks 
on villages inhabited by non-Arabs continued. The extremely worrying factor that has recently emerged with 
continuously greater force is the blatant lack of security for the IDP population, particularly in the zone of 
Koukou Angarana, with one IDP killed on 5 December in Ardeb-Ambiti north of Koukou Angarana and one 
killed and two wounded around Bandala eight kilometres from Koukou Angarana. These incidents occurred 
when the IDPs returned to their fields to attend to their crops.  
 
Tensions around the refugee camps are also mounting, in particular that of Goz Amer where unknown armed 
groups entered and summoned several refugees (at least 30), checking their identities and places of origin; 
in practice, they carried out interrogations. The unknown armed groups, constituting around 60 Ouaddaiens, 
Arabs, Chadian and Sudanese, would have done this on a number of occasions and the intention would be 
to convey the message that they were “looking for people in the camp” and that there was “a job to do.”  
 
Since 1 December at least two villages have been attacked, namely Arata located on the road to Kerfi on 10 
December and Fagatar located 35 kilometres south of Ade on 11 December. Information on numbers of 
deaths and injured is still preliminary. The village of Arata had already been attacked on 12 November.  
  
Humanitarian workers have also been exposed to intensified harassment in the zone of Goz Beida and 
Ade/Koloy. On three occasions, different humanitarian agencies were ambushed. Vehicles were stolen and 
passengers robbed of all their belongings and threatened. 
 
 
 
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                    Update 68 – 17 December 2006                                                             page 15 

EASTERN CHAD 
 
Contingency planning 
Contingency planning has focused on making the refugee camps self-sufficient in terms of management and 
resources. The refugee management committees have been revisited and selected refugees have been 
trained in running the camps. Food has been pre-positioned and the monthly distribution has been completed 
last week to allow the camps to be sustainable into the month of January. UNHCR has also ensured that 
stocks of special food for malnourished children are sufficiently available in the camps.  
 
While food availability is not a problem, the challenges of getting food to the camps are considerable. For 
instance, there are around 150 trucks of food waiting at the Libyan border to enter Chad that have been 
blocked due to prevailing insecurity.  
 
Movement of IDPs 
Movement of already displaced families from villages around Kerfi has reportedly reached Am Timan, south-
west of Goz Beida. The estimated number of IDPs having reached Am Timan is around 1,000. A joint 
mission led by WFP is planned for 19 December. CNAR (Commission Nationale d'Accueil et de Réinsertion 
des Réfugies), UNHCR, OCHA, UNICEF, COOPI, and probably also ACF and PU, will participate. MSF-
Spain is present in Am Timan and UNHCR is already in regular contact with them to follow the situation. The 
objective of the mission will be to evaluate the protection and assistance needs of these newly displaced 
families.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Central African refugees 
The new site of Dosseye, located around 40 kilometres north of Gore, was opened. Over a six-day period, 
several convoys transferred 2,277 refugees from the temporary site of Amboko extension to the new site. 
The vast majority of the refugees transferred are Peuls from CAR. Basic infrastructures are in place at the 
Dosseye site and the refugees will soon receive construction materials to prepare their shelters. The site has 
space for 10,000 individuals and also agricultural land for cultivation, which will facilitate self-sufficiency 
activities.  
 
The transfer of refugees and the preparation of the site were carried out in close cooperation with the local 
authorities, CNAR and partners Care, Africare, MSF and COOPI. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 17 December 2006 
2006 Requirements for Chad: US$ 82,309,424 
2006 Contributions: US$  62,837,799 
 


