
JOY AND HOPE 
IN WEST
MANGGARAI
On January 26, 2022, the 

Ruteng Diocese launched 
the Strengthening Food 

Security for Vulnerable Groups 
program. This joint program of 
Caritas Indonesia and Caritas Can-
ada (Development and Peace) has 
been implemented for 1 year. 

The program that is aimed at mi-
grant families where women are 
the head of the family is located 
in the West Manggarai Regency, 
specifically in the Parish of Kera-
himan Ilahi (Divine Mercy), Sok 
Krutung and the Parish of Hati Ku-
dus Yesus (Sacred Heart of Jesus), 
Lando.

The Caritas of Ruteng Diocese 

regularly supervises 4 organic 
farming groups that spread across 
those two parishes, namely Ban-
tang Cama and Kontas Momang 
groups in the Sok Krutung Parish, 
and the Cebo Gori and Campe Tau 
groups in the Lando Parish. 

These four groups plant vegeta-
ble seeds, such as eggplant, long 
beans, water spinach, green beans, 
pakcoy, and mustard greens.

Having six months of the one-
year planned implementation, 
Caritas Indonesia held monitor-
ing and evaluation (monev) at the 
end of May directly in the field to 
meet with farmers and harvested 
the crops. 
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Members of organic farming groups harvesting the vegetables 
(Photo: Caritas Ruteng/Caritas Indonesia)

Of the 22 sub-districts in East 
Sumba Regency, Kambera District 
is the worst affected by the Seroja 
Tropical Cyclone disaster that oc-
curred in April 2021. Many houses, 
agricultural areas and infrastruc-
tures were damaged, including the 
Kambaniru Dam.

The Caritas Diocese of Weet-
ebula, in coordination with Caritas 
Indonesia, continues the Recon-
struction Rehabilitation Program 
to Phase II, which runs from March 
to September 2022 focusing on as-
sistance in the Livelihood, Food and 
WASH sectors.

On 28 – 29 June 2022, the Execu-
tive Director of Caritas Indonesia, 
Fr. Fredy Rante Taruk, visited the 
location of Phase II program activi-
ties and symbolically hand over as-
sistance in the WASH sector to the 
beneficiaries. The handover event 
was held on June 28, 2022, in Lam-
banapu Village, Kambera District, 
East Sumba, East Nusa Tenggara. 
The repairing and installation of 
clean water facilities were support-
ed by the Deutscher Caritasverband 
(Caritas Germany).

In addition to the Director of 
Caritas Weetebula, Father Agusti-
nus Waluyo Abubakar, CSsR, the 
handover event was also attend-
ed by non-commissioned officers 
(Babinsa) from Kambera District, 
Lambanapu Village officials, local 
figures, beneficiaries, and staff of 
the Caritas Weetebula.

On that occasion, the head of 
Kambera District appreciated the 
presence of Caritas, especially since 
the humanitarian program is still 
running in a difficult situation due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
beneficiaries of this clean water 
installation program were 1.605 
people (321 families) spread over 6 
sub-districts in East Sumba Regen-
cy, East Nusa Tenggara. (fs,as,mdk)

WATER INSTALLATION IN 
KAMBERA DISTRICT

Continued to page 2
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The monev was also focusing on the quanti-
tative and qualitative achievements, as well as 
identifying obstacles that must be anticipated for 
the rest six months of the program.

The monitoring results said that this food se-
curity program is run in line with the planned 
timeline and with good qualitative and qualita-

tive achievements.
The harvest of each farmer group can be con-

sumed by group members and to be sold. The 
profit of the harvest from the Cebo Giri Group 
can reach up to IDR 750,000.00. 

According to the Director of Caritas Ruteng, 

Fr. Benedict Gaguk, the sales of vegetables from 
the Bantang Cama Group's harvest reached IDR 
1,200,000.00.

However, the evaluation also found that not all 
group members plant vegetables in their respec-
tive homes. 

It was also found that 5 goats died of diarrhoe-
al disease and there were farmer 
groups who were constrained by 
the distribution of water to their 
land. 

To those monitoring and eval-
uation findings, the Caritas of 
Ruteng Diocese responded well 
and committed to improving 
their guidance in the remaining 6 
months. 

Therefore, with the active in-
volvement of all members of the 
former group accompanied by the 
encouragement of the parishes, 
this food security program will be 
implemented completely with the 
expected results. (as,mdk)

Rm. Benediktus Gaguk, Pr. (kaos biru), berfoto bersama para warga 
dampingan Program Ketahanan Pangan. Foto: Dok. Caritas Ruteng

Goat farming in Lando, West Manggarai, East Nusa Tenggara. (Photo: Caritas 
Ruteng/Caritas Indonesia)

Fr. Benedict Gaguk (glasses) with the Cebo Gori farming group. 
(Photo: Caritas Ruteng/Caritas Indonesia)

"...the program is running in line with the 
planned timeline with good qualitative and 
quantitative achievements."
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Pak Parno maintains good relations with communities 
around the office. (Photo: Caritas Indonesia)

JAKARTA. "So proud I could work here, all of 
the Caritas' staff are good," said Pak Parno (61) in a 
conversation at the end of his tenure at the Caritas 
Indonesia (KARINA-KWI) office. 

In 2005, starting as Nightwatcher of the building 
which is now the Caritas Indonesia office, Suparno 
was later trusted to be part of the Security Team of 
the Bishops' Conference of Indonesia (KWI) office 
in Jalan Matraman. And just as generally security 
officer, Pak Parno carries out his role with full re-
sponsibility. Among the staff and guests who came 
to the office, he was known as a humble and smil-
ing person. 

“All friends here are nice and pleased to help 
people. That's what makes me comfortable work-
ing here," he said.

His friendliness did not reduce his alertness in 
supervising the safety of Caritas Indonesia's of-
fices and staff. He did not hesitate to remind the 
staff to wait for the taxi service inside the office 
area until it arrived to pick up. He also records the 
identity of the guests who came to see the staf, no 
matter who they are. 

In between his duties, both morning and eve-
ning shifts, he still maintains good relations with 

communities around the office of Caritas Indone-
sia.

Indeed, there is nothing special, but the role of 
Security cannot be underestimated, and Pak Parno 
has one recognition that is rarely possessed by Se-
curity members in general, patience.

Andi Wijaya, General Affairs Staff of Caritas In-
donesia, said that Pak Parno was a person who was 
quick to respond to the situation and did not hesi-
tate to ask questions regarding the security situa-
tion around the office. 

“He became a parent figure for fellow Security 
and Staff here. What stands out is his discipline, 
patience, willingness to listen, humble and worth 
of being an example in his attitude of tolerance," 
said Andi.

Pak Parno is grateful that he is always included 
in-office events, including for recreation with all 
Caritas Indonesia staff. 

When asked if he had anything to say at the 
end of his service in Caritas Indonesia, he simply 
replied, “Thank you to all employees for their co-
operation. Thank you for the kindness of all the 
Directors who have been serving here.” (as/mdk)

PAK PARNO: A ROLE 
MODEL OF PATIENCE
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In collaboration with the local Red Cross agency, Caritas 
conducted training on First Aid for Kaili Rai community. 
(Photo: Caritas Manado/Caritas Indonesia)

Teuku Rezasyah of the President University on the working group 
discussion "Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Humanitarians." 
(Photo: Caritas Indonesia).

MESSAGES FROM 
DONGGALA
Since November 2021, around 150 people 

or 20 families of the Kaili Rai community 
have stayed in the transitional housing 

in Uetua Village built by the Caritas of Manado 
Diocese through a program in coordination with 
Caritas Indonesia and supported by Caritas Inter-
nationalis. 

The construction which was run under Project 
EA06/2021 also supported by roads, bridges, and 
drainage facilities construction, has been com-
pleted in March this year, while construction of 
the embankment and community centre is still in 
the process of being completed.

Through the Community Managed Disaster 
Risk Reduction (CMDRR) process, Caritas has also 
assisted them in establishing the Mosi Kabelo Pura 
Uetua group, a local community group that assess-
es disaster threats and vulnerabilities in the area, 
as well as capacity and recommendations for ac-
tions that need to be taken. 

In addition, Caritas also supports the commu-

nity with training in financial management, First 
Aid, and an understanding of Clean and Healthy 
Living Behaviour (PHBS).

The Kaili Rai community in 2021 was found to 
be still living in a nomadic way with poor tent con-
ditions in a forest area in Donggala Regency. Cari-
tas accompanying them, as for 3 years, since the 
earthquake, tsunami and liquefaction disaster oc-
curred in Central Sulawesi, they have not received 
proper assistance, either from the government or 
humanitarian agencies. 

In a location not far from Uetua Village, the 
other 60 beneficiary families of the same Project 
EA06/2021 have also stayed in transitional hous-
ing in the Ape Maliko Village, Sindue District. 

Some of them, have been able to improve the 
core house they received with additional room by 
themselves. Caritas, therefore, supports and re-
build the disaster-affected communities not only 
materially, but also in spirits that must be sustain-
ably maintained. (mw,as)
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Teuku Rezasyah of the President University on the working group 
discussion "Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Humanitarians." 
(Photo: Caritas Indonesia).

Indonesia has experienced several chang-
es in the president (government) which 
were not complemented by a clear policy 

regarding the transition of government. There 
seems, in each change, no continuity of develop-
ment programs between the previous and suc-
ceeding governments. 

It was stated by the Lecturer of President Uni-
versity, Teuku Rezasyah at the "SDGs and Hu-
manitarian Working Group International Multi 
stakeholders" discussion forum at the Mercure 
Hotel, Jakarta, Thursday-Friday, 23-24 June 2022.

As one of the speakers at the forum, Reza said 
that the construction of the State Capital (IKN), 
which had just been approved by People's Repre-
sentative Council and finalized by law, was not a 

continuation of the development of the previous 
government. According to him, IKN is a big job 
that must be realized by the Indonesian people.

"All people will be affected by this IKN proj-
ect," said Reza.

He said that data from the Indonesian De-
velopment Bank predicts Indonesia's economic 
growth of 5% in the coming years, and thus In-
donesia is required to continue to adapt its de-
velopment and economic developments in the 
world of technology and information. 

"The digital economy will have a broad influ-
ence on Indonesia's economic development," he 
said.

The geopolitical panorama stated by Reza 
was then linked to the progress of the SDGs 

THE ROLE OF 
HUMANITARIAN 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF SDGS 
IN INDONESIA
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Discussion on the SDGs and Humanitarian Working Group 
on the second day of the forum. (Photo: Caritas Indonesia)

which had been running since 2015. Aloysius Wi-
ratmo from the Indonesia Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (IBCSD) said that the 
SDGs would run well if there was funding sup-
port from companies. 

Meanwhile, on the other hand, there are 
other challenges faced and hindered the fund-
ing, namely the lack of coordination among the 
stakeholders. 

"Currently the situation is getting better 
because of the government's awareness of this 
funding," he said.

The funding needs to be mobilized and fo-
cused so that the impact of the SDGs is increas-
ingly felt. Aloysius said that in the end, the SDGs 
are related to human welfare, which is charac-
terized by good eco-
nomic quality, better 
community develop-
ment, and harmony 
with the spirit of 
environmental sus-
tainability.

In the humani-
tarian scope, Aloy-
sius said that Indo-
nesia is a country 
with very generous 
people, including in 
terms of funding for 
community quality 
development. 

However, even 
though it is in the 
form of assistance, it 
is also intended as an 
investment, namely 
to build a better hu-
man quality. 

"The SDGs indicator is also useful for compa-
nies providing funds," he said.

So far, the achievement of the SDGs is still un-
satisfactory in many countries. The world has 
not made any progress in the last 2 years due to 
the pandemic. 

However, even though there are still humani-
tarian crises and disasters that will persist, it 
does not mean that we should be pessimistic, 
but rather that we must believe that we can rise 
from this.

On the same occasion, Arif Haryono, the Gen-
eral Manager of Advocacy and Strategic Alli-
ance, Dompet Dhuafa, explained that the contri-
bution of philanthropy to the SDGs was deemed 
to need attention. 

In the 2021 report released in 2022, the Zakat 
Forum collects data, that humanitarian institu-

tions play an active role in realizing the SDG's 
goals where humanitarian agencies are at least 
active in the field of education and reducing 
hunger and poverty. 

"The point is that in the Indonesian context, 
we have enormous potential, and the dynam-
ics of civil society are growing very quickly," he 
said.

On the second day of the forum, the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) Indonesia Representative, Ann Maymann 
said that there is a need for cooperation between 
humanitarian agencies so that attention to those 
who need assistance can be realized properly. 

According to her, one of the humanitarian 
problems in Indonesia is finding the best solu-

tion for refugees. It is known that they generally 
decide Indonesia as their transit point only for 
the final destinations which are Australia and 
New Zealand.

"It takes cooperation and effort from the In-
donesian government in seeking clear rules re-
garding these refugees," said Ann.

The SDGs and Humanitarian Working Group 
is the platforms under the Civil 20 Forum. The 
purpose of this 2 day forum is as a policy brief 
that will be compiled and combined with other 
Working Groups as recommendations that will 
be submitted as a draft for the upcoming G20 
meeting in November. (aes,mdk)
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
IN HUMANITARIAN 
PROGRAMS

Training participants exercising to design MEAL plan. 

(Photo: Caritas Banjarmasin/Caritas Indonesia)

Community or beneficiaries’ participation 
is an important part of a humanitarian 
program. One of the achievements of 

the humanitarian program is that the community 
(beneficiaries) is moved to be the main actor of the 
program itself and not merely receivers. 

The level of community participation is one of 
the benchmarks, whereby being directly involved 
or participating, they become empowered individ-
uals or communities.

According to Sherry Arnstein, community par-
ticipation describes how there is a fair redistribu-
tion of power between activity providers (pro-
grams) and activity recipient groups. 

Community participation is stratified, accord-

ing to the level of authority and responsibility that 
can be seen in the decision-making process. And 
this participation of the beneficiary communities 
was one of the themes in the Monitoring, Evalua-
tion, Accountability, and Learning (MEAL) Train-
ing in Banjarmasin Diocese on 27-29 June 2022.

The training, which was held by Caritas PSE 
Banjarmasin in collaboration with Caritas Indo-
nesia and supported by Caritas Australia, was at-
tended by participants from various parishes and 
commissions of the Banjarmasin Diocese. 

The purpose of this training is to check, how far 
the MEAL system can be applied in humanitarian 
programs in Banjarmasin Diocese.

One of the facilitators, Susi Indraswari, said 
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that there were eight lev-
els of community partici-
pation, namely manipula-
tion, therapy, notification, 
consultation, reassurance, 
partnership, community 
delegation, and commu-
nity control. 

At the level of manipu-
lation until notification 
presupposes no partici-
pation from beneficiaries 
because they only become 
passive parties or receive 
assistance.

"This community par-
ticipation exists only 
when it is at the partner-
ship level to community 
control," said Susi, a staff 
of the Diocesan Accompa-
niment Division at Caritas 
Indonesia.

She said that every humanitarian program 
should involve community participation as far as 
possible, so that the program is not only assisting 
but furthermore, encouraging the beneficiaries to 
play an active role in developing themselves.

The group discussions on the preparation of the 
MEAL Plan were then guided by the MEAL staff of 
Caritas Indonesia, Antonius Eko Sugiyanto. 

In this section, participants are guided to pre-
pare a MEAL Plan based on the Covid-19 Response 
Program log frame in the Banjarmasin Diocese. 
They are also trained to identify beneficiary par-
ticipation in the humanitarian program process.

Empowering Human Resources
As a member of the Caritas Indonesia national 

network, Caritas PSE Banjarmasin continues to im-
prove the capacity of its staff, and this training is 
one of the efforts to build a team that is ready for 
humanitarian work in the Banjarmasin Diocese.

At the Opening Mass, Father Krispinus Cosmas 
Boli Tukan, MSF expressed his gratitude to the vol-
unteers who participated in the training and hoped 
that there would be an increase in capacity and 
capability in humanitarian work because they are 
partners of the Church.

“Thank you to those who attended this training. 
Hopefully, the training can further improve your 
abilities, especially in monitoring humanitarian 
work implemented by the Banjarmasin Diocese," 
said Fr. Krispinus.

Meanwhile, the Director of Caritas PSE Banjar-
masin, Father Damianus Ama Kii, said that there 
was still a lot of "homework" in building Caritas in 
the Banjarmasin Diocese. Therefore, this capacity-
building training is a big contribution to Caritas 
PSE Banjarmasin.

Fr. Damianus said that the humanitarian work 
carried out by the Church has its characteristics, 
in this case, the Church's compassion is manifest-
ed. As a diocese with around 20 thousand people 
spread over such a wide area, Banjarmasin Diocese 
has its unique challenges.

"I hope this training will build awareness among 
volunteers and staff so that they realize the impor-
tance of program monitoring," he said.

During the training, the participants were very 
active in learning about monitoring strategies that 
could be applied in the implementation of humani-
tarian programs. They practice finding monitoring 
work tools and identifying community participa-
tion in it. (aes, mdk)

The Participants of MEAL training in the Banjarmasin 
Diocese. (Photo: Caritas Banjarmasin/Caritas Indonesia)

"Every humanitarian program should in-
volve community participation as far as 
possible, so that the program is not only 
assisting but furthermore, encouraging 
the beneficiaries to play an active role in 
developing themselves."
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The handicrafts of the women from Supiturang Village, Pronojiwo District 
were displayed during the Closing of the Program. (Photo: Novan/TSKKM)

The Humanitarian Solidarity Team of 
Malang Diocese (TSKKM) held a clos-
ing ceremony of the recovery transition 

program on 29 June 2022 in Supiturang Village, 
Pronojiwo District, Lumajang. The program which 
supported improving community preparedness 
around Mount Semeru was provided in coordi-
nation with Caritas Indonesia and supported by 
Caritas Germany.

This closing event was attended by the Pro-
nojiwo District Consultative Leadership Forum 
(MUSPIKA), several village figures, the Local Vol-
unteer Community (Komrel), and the Gelendang 
Semeru Team.

"At least 150 people attended the event," said 
Novan, one of the TSKKM staff.

Some of the handicrafts as the achievement of 
TSKKM assistance were displayed at this event, in-
cluding the results of processing the used clothes 
into flowerpots, shopping bags, and patterned 
headscarves with the Eco print batik technique.  

There are also food products with local fruits 
or vegetables, such as Salak, Tubers, SALTARU 
(Salak Nastar Semeru), Salak Brownies, Asinan 
Salak, Lemet Salak, Salak Dates, Salak Jam, Peyek 
Luntas, Instant Ginger, Instant Cardamom Ginger, 
Sticks from Moringa Leaves.

At this event, the Patih Dance, Candle Dance, 
and Semeru Kreasi Dance was also performed as 
a result of the psychosocial assistance process for 
the children. All of the art activities in this re-
covery program were facilitated directly by Amin 

RISING TO BE MORE 
CREATIVE COMMUNITY
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The performance of kids' dancers as a result of the initial 
Psychosocial Support (Photo: Noven/TSKKM)

Karyanata Kusumadipura of the 
Lintang Pandu Sekar Dance Studio.

Fulgensius Mugi Santosa (Mugi), 
the field coordinator of TSKKM, said 
that the women were very enthusi-
astic about presenting their work.

"The women are grateful for 
the assistance. They can produce 
various products based on materi-
als that are available around them, 
even from what used to be just gar-
bage," said Mugi.

Meanwhile, the TSKKM Pro-
gram Manager, Brother Marco 
Pantja A.P., O. Carm. expressed his 
gratitude for the collaboration that 
could be implemented between as-
sisted residents, local government 
officials and TSKKM together with 
Caritas Indonesia.

"Hopefully in the future, all as-
sisted residents will be able to be-
come more independent and be-
come a strong Supiturang Village in 
facing various challenges," Brother 
Marco said.

The Pronojiwo District of Fam-
ily Welfare Movement (PKK) group 
that attends the event also tasted 
and bought processed food prod-
ucts and other handicrafts.

The head of Supirutang Village, 
Nurul Yakin Pribadi, is not only 
grateful for the assistance provid-
ed by TSKKM but also supports the 
development and introduction of 
these residents' products outside 
Supiturang Village.

"We will think about how the re-
sults of these activities in the form 
of products with selling values will 
receive direct support from the 
government, such as village-owned 
enterprises (BUMDes) so that they 
can develop," said Nurul.

“I will buy it for display in the 
village office. I will also order the 
sub-districts and the police to buy 
the products produced by all the 
ladies," he said and got responded 
by the audience with applause. (nts, 
mdk)

"They can produce various 
products based on materi-
als that are available around 
them."
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