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AFGHANISTAN 
Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 
No. 63 (19 July 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 35,475 (as of 2pm, 19 July. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 1,181 
• Samples tested: 83,771 

 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, commodity prices, messaging and rumour management 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data shows that 35,475 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 23,634 people have recovered, and 1,181 people have died (54 of whom are healthcare workers). 
83,138 people out of a population of 37.6 million have been tested. Almost 10 per cent of the total confirmed 
COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. 
Men in this age group represent more than 52 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. Moreover, men account for more 
than 71 per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases. Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, as 
well as the absence of a national death register, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be under 
reported overall in Afghanistan. Different COVID-19 models show that the peak for the COVID-19 outbreak in Afghanistan 
is expected between late July and early August, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s 
well-being.  
 
Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with 
COVID-19. These challenges are related to the supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), testing kits and medical 
supplies, as well as the limited number of trained staff – further exacerbated by the number of frontline staff falling ill. 
Humanitarian partners urge the Government of Afghanistan to ensure healthcare staff have adequate personal protection 
and to share distribution plans for existing stocks of medical equipment and PPE with humanitarian partners. Current 
laboratory capacity in Afghanistan remains limited. There continues to be an urgent need for increased laboratory 
supplies, as well as to strengthen human capacity and operational support.  
 
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
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https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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WHO notes that when health systems are overwhelmed, as is being seen in Afghanistan, both direct mortality from the 
outbreak and indirect mortality from vaccine-preventable and treatable conditions increase dramatically. WHO stresses 
the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic planning 
and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system collapse. 
 
Response Coordination: UPDATED 
On 17 July, the updated Global Humanitarian Response Plan was launched. The third iteration of the GHRP is seeking 
$10.3 billion to help 250 million people across 63 vulnerable countries and to cover the global transport system necessary 
to deliver relief. The plan includes $300 million to bolster rapid response from NGOs; a new famine prevention envelope 
of $500 million; and a sharper focus on preventing gender-based violence. As of 19 July, $1.79 billion has been received 
towards the GHRP.  
 
Afghanistan recently revised its Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), requesting $1.1 billion to fund life-saving assistance 
both to people affected by COVID-19, as well as pre-existing needs caused by the ongoing conflict and natural disaster. 
More than half way through 2020, the plan is just 22 per cent funded, leaving a funding gap of $881.5m. This is a serious 
shortfall which will slow down implementation of life-saving activities if funds are not urgently received.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foreword by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator - Updated COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response 
Plan (17 July 2020): 

 
The pandemic and associated global recession are about to wreak havoc in fragile and low-income countries.  

Unless we act now, we should be prepared for a series of human tragedies more brutal and destructive than any direct health 
impacts of the virus. The response of wealthy nations – who have thrown out the rulebook to protect their people and economies 
– has been grossly inadequate. This inaction is dangerously short-sighted. It will leave the virus free to circle round the globe, 
undo decades of development and create a generation’s worth of tragic and exportable problems.  

Recent estimates suggest up to 6,000 children could die every day from preventable causes as a result of direct and indirect 
impacts of COVID-19. Diverted health resources could mean the annual death toll from HIV, tuberculosis and malaria doubling. 
School closures will undermine productivity, reduce lifetime earnings, and widen inequalities.  

Economic downturn, rising unemployment and reduced school attendance increase the likelihood of civil war, which drives famine 
and mass displacement. It doesn’t have to be like this. It can be fixed with money and leadership from the world’s wealthier nations, 
and fresh thinking from the shareholders of international financial institutions and supporters of UN agencies, NGOs, and the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent movement. We estimate the cost of protecting the poorest 10 per cent of the global population from the 
worst effects of the pandemic and global recession is US$90 billion – less than 1 per cent of the stimulus package wealthy countries 
have put in place to protect their own economies. 

We know it can be done: after the financial crisis of 2008-2009, fundraising for UN-coordinated humanitarian appeals increased 
by more than 40 percent the following year. This was an expression of solidarity but also of national interest. It makes economic 
sense to act early and generously, not wait until we hit rock bottom. The unprecedented fiscal stimulus packages and social 
protection schemes enacted in the OECD economies are not an option for most developing countries. They just don’t have the 
resources; they need our support.  

The COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan is part of the solution. For $10 billion, it will support 63 vulnerable countries 
and cover the global transport system necessary to deliver the relief. This update includes a supplementary $300 million, beyond 
their country-level requirements, to bolster rapid response from NGOs, a new famine prevention envelope of $500 million, and a 
sharper focus on preventing gender- based violence.  

I also want to call for support for other complementary initiatives to protect the most vulnerable people. These initiatives include 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent appeals, the Global Fund’s programme to safeguard a decade of work to combat malaria, 
tuberculosis and HIV, and the Vaccine Alliance’s (Gavi) work to keep future generations free from measles, polio and other vaccine- 
preventable diseases.  

UN Women’s Gender in Humanitarian Action programme is also crucial. With proper funding, it will support women and girls in 14 
priority countries and increase women’s leadership to protect those most at risk. We face a massive problem. But it can be 
addressed with relatively little money and a modicum of imagination.  

Exceptional circumstances require exceptional measures, discarding some of the previous rules and approaches, just as many 
rich countries have done in their own countries to protect their own citizens. This crisis – and the prospect of cascading crises 
down the road – forces us all to think out of our comfort zone. The stakes are high, and what we need to do has fundamentally 
changed. 

- Mark Lowcock, Emergency Relief Coordinator, United Nations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/952/summary
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP-COVID19_JulyUpdate.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP-COVID19_JulyUpdate.pdf
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Response Activities: UPDATED 
The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) 
recently conducted a joint rapid impact assessment of COVID-19 on agriculture production and markets in 
Afghanistan. According to the report, over 20 per cent of consulted farmers report not being able to plant their next 
crop, with lack of access to agriculture inputs and COVID-19 restrictions listed as key factors. Moreover, farmers 
report that most wheat, fruit, vegetable and dairy processing plants are currently operating at partial/zero capacity, 
with COVID-19 restrictions listed as a key reason for the reduction in operations. The great majority of traders 
consulted reported increased prices for wheat, fresh food, sheep/goat, cattle, and transport as compared to the 
same time last year. According to the report, provincial and national level fresh produce traders have faced more 
restrictions compared with district level traders, while a great majority of traders reported partial market closures 
due to COVID-19. Finally, a majority of Kuchis reported restrictions on the sale of their livestock, lack of access to 
adequate fodder and increased fodder prices. Close to one-third of Kuchis reported restrictions on their 
spring/summer stock movements due to COVID-19 containment measures. Among its recommendations, the 
assessment highlights the importance of addressing immediate needs to enable the next cycle of crop cultivation 
and save valuable livestock; link emergency/time-critical support to long-term structural issues in the agriculture 
and food system, including vulnerable value chains, lack of assured access to quality feed and inputs for poultry 
and livestock keeping and limited and erratic access to quality veterinary services – to mention a few; develop and 
disseminate COVID-19 guidelines for harvesting, planting, transport and trade; and address structural issues 
inhibiting agricultural transformation and the root causes of agricultural vulnerabilities including: seed security, 
technical capacity, access to markets, value chain development, product differentiation, crop diversification and 
mechanisation. The assessment also stresses that Kuchis require urgent support to save key stock. 

Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings are officially open to commercial traffic and 
movement of documented Afghanistan nationals.  
 
On 18 July, 4,737 Afghanistan nationals returned from Pakistan through the Torkham border. The process was reportedly 
orderly and health screening procedures were followed. Spin Boldak and Ghulam Khan border crossings remain closed 
for pedestrian movement. Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. 
Since 22 June, two border crossing points (Ghulam Khan and Torkham) have been open six days a week (every day 
except Saturday) to facilitate trade between the two countries. The Spin Boldak crossing point has remained closed for 
commercial traffic since mid-June. On 2 July, Mohammad Sadiq, Pakistan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, 
announced that Pakistan would reopen Angor Adda and Kharlachi border crossings with Afghanistan on 12 July to boost 
trade between the neighbours. Both are now operating.  
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. 
 
Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic for humanitarian cargo from all 
neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite humanitarian food and relief items 
through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED 
A nationwide lockdown remains in place. The Government has also extended the closure of schools until the end of 
August. According to reports, while lockdown measures are in place, enforcement has been lenient. In most cities, shops 
and restaurants are open. Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to vary across provinces where local 
authorities are responsible for implementation. Humanitarian partners remain active in responding to crises throughout 
the country, including flooding and conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge the Government to employ a 
national approach to these movement issues so that individual negotiations are not required on a case-by-case basis 
and assistance is not delayed. For additional information on access constraints, please see the latest C-19 Access 
Impediment Report. 
 
The Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority announced that it has resumed the operation of domestic flights after a three-
month hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. On 15 July, Kam Air resumed all of its regular domestic flights to provinces 
across Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has reduced domestic flight days 
from five to four days a week. UNHAS no longer conducts regular domestic flights on Mondays; however, all locations 
are still served during the week. UNHAS will adjust the schedule based on user demand. UNHAS will continue to support 
any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the week.  
 

https://twitter.com/AmbassadorSadiq/status/1278593268473880576
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-c-19-access-impediment-report-covering-period-08-30-june-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-c-19-access-impediment-report-covering-period-08-30-june-2020
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International commercial air travel has resumed with Emirates Airlines and Turkish Airlines providing round-trip 
international flight services to/from Kabul. Despite earlier announcement that it would suspend flights to Afghanistan, 
Turkish Airlines has now confirmed that it will operate four round-trip flights weekly. Qatar Airways recently announced 
that it will facilitate one exceptional round-trip international flight operation between Kabul and Doha on 21 July. Ariana 
Airlines and Kam Air have also resumed their international flights. On 8 July, Emirates Airlines announced that effective 
from 10 July, all passengers travelling with Emirates from Afghanistan have to carry a COVID-19 negative certificate 
issued by a local government-approved laboratory to be accepted on the flight. Certificates must be issued no more than 
96 hours before departure. Passengers are encouraged to check with airlines on flight restrictions for international flights, 
as well as travel and immigration entry requirements of their destination country. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 
2020, or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next flight is planned for Tuesday, 21 
July. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Timeline of WHO’s response to COVID-19 
• A guide to WHO’s guidance 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
• Countering Stigmatization in the Context of COVID-19 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP July Update 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 
• OCHA: UN issues $10.3 billion coronavirus appeal and warns 

of the price of inaction 
• UN: LGBTIQ community faces new challenges during 

COVID-19 
• UNHCR: Protecting Forcibly Displaced Women and Girls 

during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

• DFID: Identifying practical options for linking humanitarian 
assistance and social protection in the COVID-19 response 

• UNDP, Univ. Oxford: Multidimensional Poverty Index 2020 
• FAO, WFP: Early Warning Analysis of Acute Food Insecurity 

Hotspots (July 2020) 
• WB: Amid Multiple Crises, World Bank Group Refocuses 

Programs and Increases Financing to $74 billion in Fiscal 
Year 2020 

• Amnesty + 6 more: An Urgent Call to Release Human Rights 
Defenders in Honour of Nelson Mandela Day 

• FAO: The dual threat of extreme weather and the COVID-19 
crisis: Anticipating the impacts on food availability 

• FAO, OECD: OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2020-2029 
• Protection Cluster, Street Child: Accelerating localised 

response to COVID-19 (Practical pathways) 
• WASH Cluster: COVID 19 Response - Guidance Note 
• UNICEF, WHO: Water, sanitation, hygiene (WASH) and 

waste management for the prevention of COVID-19 
• UNICEF: Does COVID-19 Affect the Health of Children and 

Young People More Than We Thought? 
• UNICEF: Impacts of Pandemics and Epidemics on Child 

Protection Lessons learned from a rapid review in the context 
of COVID-19 

• WV: COVID-19 emergency response 
• ESCAP: Protecting the most vulnerable to cascading risks 

from climate extremes and the COVID-19 in South Asia 
• ESCAP: Responding to natural disasters in South Asia during 

Covid-19 
• UNICEF: How COVID-19 threatens the futures of 600 million 

South Asian children (June 2020) 
• Samuel Hall, War Child UK: Coming Back to Afghanistan – 

 Deported Minors' Needs at a Time of COVID-19 
• FAO: Afghanistan Revised Humanitarian Response COVID-

19 (May–December 2020) 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+61) 0413 13 7283 

https://www.emirates.com/af/english/help/travel-updates/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guide-who-s-guidance
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/countering-stigmatization-context-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-issues-103-billion-coronavirus-appeal-and-warns-price-inaction-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-issues-103-billion-coronavirus-appeal-and-warns-price-inaction-enar
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/lgbtiq-community-faces-new-challenges-during-covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/lgbtiq-community-faces-new-challenges-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/protecting-forcibly-displaced-women-and-girls-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/protecting-forcibly-displaced-women-and-girls-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/identifying-practical-options-linking-humanitarian-assistance-and-social-protection
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/identifying-practical-options-linking-humanitarian-assistance-and-social-protection
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/multidimensional-poverty-index-2020-charting-pathways-out-multidimensional-poverty
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/fao-wfp-early-warning-analysis-acute-food-insecurity-hotspots-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/fao-wfp-early-warning-analysis-acute-food-insecurity-hotspots-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/amid-multiple-crises-world-bank-group-refocuses-programs-and-increases-financing-74
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/amid-multiple-crises-world-bank-group-refocuses-programs-and-increases-financing-74
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/amid-multiple-crises-world-bank-group-refocuses-programs-and-increases-financing-74
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/urgent-call-release-human-rights-defenders-honour-nelson-mandela-day
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/urgent-call-release-human-rights-defenders-honour-nelson-mandela-day
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/dual-threat-extreme-weather-and-covid-19-crisis-anticipating-impacts-food-availability
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/dual-threat-extreme-weather-and-covid-19-crisis-anticipating-impacts-food-availability
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/oecd-fao-agricultural-outlook-2020-2029
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/street-child-child-protection-aor-accelerating-localised-response-covid-19-practical
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/street-child-child-protection-aor-accelerating-localised-response-covid-19-practical
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-wash-cluster-covid-19-response-guidance-note-02-update-15-april-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/water-sanitation-hygiene-wash-and-waste-management-prevention-covid-19-updated
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/water-sanitation-hygiene-wash-and-waste-management-prevention-covid-19-updated
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/innocenti-research-brief-2020-17-does-covid-19-affect-health-children-and-young-people
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/innocenti-research-brief-2020-17-does-covid-19-affect-health-children-and-young-people
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/impacts-pandemics-and-epidemics-child-protection-lessons-learned-rapid-review-context
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/impacts-pandemics-and-epidemics-child-protection-lessons-learned-rapid-review-context
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/impacts-pandemics-and-epidemics-child-protection-lessons-learned-rapid-review-context
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/covid-19-emergency-response-middle-east-and-eastern-europe-regional-situation-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/protecting-most-vulnerable-cascading-risks-climate-extremes-and-covid-19-south
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/protecting-most-vulnerable-cascading-risks-climate-extremes-and-covid-19-south
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/when-crises-converge-responding-natural-disasters-south-asia-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/when-crises-converge-responding-natural-disasters-south-asia-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/lives-upended-how-covid-19-threatens-futures-600-million-south-asian-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/lives-upended-how-covid-19-threatens-futures-600-million-south-asian-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/coming-back-afghanistan-deported-minors-needs-time-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/coming-back-afghanistan-deported-minors-needs-time-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-revised-humanitarian-response-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-may
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-revised-humanitarian-response-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-may
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