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Humanitarian Aid to Zimbabwe 

Support by Swiss Humanitarian Aid 

The humanitarian aid provided by the Confederation 

supports the Zimbabwean population with emergency and 

early recovery aid in food and agriculture goods, including 

measures aimed at sustainably enhancing agricultural 

production. The programme also comprises operations to 

combat HIV/AIDS and the cholera epidemic. The Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) deploys 

experts on site and finances the activities of humanitarian 

organizations. In 2009, it invested nearly 6.5 million CHF in 

this programme. This aid is continuing in 2010. The SDC 

humanitarian programme in Zimbabwe is monitored by a 

programme officer for humanitarian affairs, based at the 

Swiss Embassy in Harare. 

On-site Operations 

In 2009, the SDC earmarked more than 4 million CHF for 

food assistance. Some 1.7 million were allocated to the UN 

World Food Programme (WFP) so that it could purchase, 

transport, and distribute food products to the poor and 

destitute. More than half of the country’s population 

benefited from this assistance. In cooperation with Swiss 

relief agencies, milk products amounting to more than CHF 

600,000 are also distributed to hospitals and to associations 

for children’s assistance. In May 2009 the SDC launched a 

food security programme in the south of the country, aiming 

at supplying seeds and fertilizer to 35'000 small scale 

farmers on a voucher basis, for the 2009-2010 crop year. 

Their increased production will improve their revenues and 

their food situation. The farmers also benefit from technical 

support, to enable them to shift from large scale agriculture 

to household level farming, and to produce enough quality 

food and seeds to sustain their own needs and to 

commercialize their surplus to other farmers in the region. 

 

 

 

Two Swiss non-governmental organizations (NGOs) active 

in the fight against HIV/AIDS receive financial contributions. 

SolidarMed raises community awareness of HIV/AIDS, 

builds capacity at rural and urban health services, and 

supports the distribution of anti-retroviral treatments. Swiss 

Aids Care International trains personnel and ensures the 

operation of clinics in destitute neighbourhoods of Harare, 

offering detection, follow-up, and therapeutic treatments to 

persons infected by HIV/AIDS. Altogether, these two 

organizations receive more than 1.3 million CHF annually. 

Experts have also been made available to UNICEF to help 

prevent future cholera epidemic. The experts propose 

practical solutions and manage their implementation, aiming 

at improving the availability and the access to safe water for 

vulnerable rural population. The SDC provides support in the 

amount of 0.5 million CHF to a consortium of NGOs offering 

multi-sectoral assistance to the most vulnerable segments of 

the urban population, and contributes 120,000 CHF to a 

network working with youth. It also participates in financing 

the activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

in Zimbabwe with an annual contribution of 1 million CHF. 

General Information 

Formerly the breadbasket of southern Africa, Zimbabwe has 

lived through a dramatic plunge in its agricultural production. 

The collapse of the economy, the dismantling of the farming 

sector, and the whims of the climate were factors leading to 

the result that in the first quarter of 2009 nearly seven million 

Zimbabweans were depending on food aid. A relatively 

successful maize harvest of 1.14 million tons in June 2009 - 

a two-fold increase on the previous year - brought optimism 

that the country was turning the corner on its food insecurity. 

The prevalence of HIV/AIDS is close to 15% and, according 

to UNICEF, one child out of four is an orphan. During the 

2008-2009 rainy season Zimbabwe has been affected by its 

worst-ever cholera epidemic, with close to 100’000 cases 

and 4’276 deaths. Cholera cases stopped during the dry 

season but major issues such as severe drinking water 

shortages, the breakdown of city sewerage systems and the 

lack of basic hygiene items still need to be addressed. 

Additional Information 

Site of the SDC: www.deza.admin.ch 

e-mail: : hh@deza.admin.ch 

Desk:  jean-michel.jordan@deza.admin.ch 

Address: Humanitarian Aid of the SDC 

  Sägestrasse 77, Köniz / 3003 Berne 

Telephone / fax: 031 322 31 10 / 031 324 16 94 


