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Summary of the Assessment 

Population Size and water sources 

The populations of the 10 assessed villages of Buuhoodle and LasAnod are estimated 55644 persons that 

consist of 27413 men and 28231 women. Of the 55644, 28231 are hosts and 27413 are IDPs. The 10 

assessed locations has 856 unprotected well, 102 protected well, 4 functional boreholes, 2 dysfunctional 

boreholes, 7 water pan functioning, 18 dysfunctional water pan, 135 functional berkads and 150 

dysfunctional berkads.  

WASH Levels 

The sanitation and hygiene levels in this areas is one that calls for immediate action and awareness, 

unfortunately it's familiar to come across the water well, pool, the water channel and the rubbish dump 

all located in the same place or next to each other. As such people in these areas are also in great need 

of awareness on sanitation and cleaning equipment such as wheelbarrows and shovels 

 

 

 

Water and Sanitation related diseases 

The major water and sanitation related diseases that are reported are Diarrhea and Malaria. Malaria has 

affected around 2782 persons and as well as malaria is also affected approximately 560 people for the 

last one year. 

 In the last two weeks we have come across 14-29 diarrhea cases of children under 5 years of age. 97% 

of the women participating discussions demonstrated a good understanding of the use and benefits of 

ORS. There isn't any water management committee. 

DROUGHTS 

The situation of the annual rainfalls of this year was very dire and much lesser than the usual amount of 

the rainfall that they received previously and the biggest threat they face now is droughts. 

Have closer look the triangle below about the water cycling in these villages 

Berkad 

Rubbish dumping 

sites 
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GAMBADHA Boreholes:  it has two boreholes that serves for at least 4000 households, but one is 

dysfunctional, it has no other defects but what caused this is that a filthy or unclean fuel was used for 

the machine then it abruptly and subsequently stopped working, later the unclean fuel was cleaned 

from that machine then the only reason it isn't in operation is that an amount of diesel of exactly 225 

liters would start it, nothing less, the community couldn't get that amount of diesel but the Somaliland 

army in GAMBADHA provide a monthly 50 liter diesel to the borehole, the borehole also needs a 

window or an opening to release the smoke from it (ventilation). 

 The 2nd Borehole, this borehole functions well, SALEBAN, who is the man in charge of this borehole said 

"that today starting from 7:30 am-11:00 am, we served 395 liters of water? And we haven't yet 

completed half of the day's work", this shows how well this borehole is functioning. 

The needs of this borehole include new spare parts such as new filters for diesel and oil and flash dust? 

Since those in operation currently are very old, a water-shareline and a 3 meter long pipe to wedge 

between the two water pumps are needed, because the old one became dysfunctional and it had to be 

replaced with a new one which was installed next to the old one, the two water pumps are blocking 

each other and this slows the flow of water, 

E.g. look at this figure, water was supposed to be in the container held by this handle (without watch) 

but they are in the container held by the other handle, this is a defect, this is because the two water 

pumps are squeezing or blocking against each other, also the water pipes' casings need to be opened 

and the rust removed, as well the borehole compound need to be wire-fenced, because the passers-by 

and some of the nearby residents represent a potential threat that may damage the borehole, as 

reported by the man in charge of this borehole, few days back he went away and when he came back he 

found that one of the electric wires was cut. 

Villages are using now berkads instead of wells 
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CEEGAAG Borehole: It has raised the quality of life of the people in this location, and it's functioning but 

it needs maintenance, it's showing some technical defects in the water pump, the connection between 

the dynamo and water pump has also a defect, as well the water pipes that carry water from the well 

should be replaced because they got rusty. This borehole serves 5400 persons. 

SHULUULUX Borehole: This borehole is functioning but it's having defects and problems where the 

residents of this village can't fix it on their own technically and economically, The wires the connect the 

inside and outside dynamos aren't functioning well, the pipes that take water from the well are just 2 

inches wide which means they are too small, a replacement of  3.5 inch pipes would cover the need of 

this area as suggested by the participants, the dynamos that pump water off the well are in the open 

and are in risky of being damaged by the passers-by and those who live around it, it needs to be covered 

with something, The borehole operators have no rooms to rest in when work is going on also they don't 

have latrines and the borehole itself needs to be wire-fenced.This borehole serves  2450 persons. 

GOOJACADE borehole:  this borehole is completely dysfunctional and out of operation, the needed 

equipment’s and tools for this borehole include: pump-11 KW, 2-sumersal pump-SBA17, head of the 

pump-300M, 2 generators 31 KV, 40 pcs which are raisal-pump  class-C borehole bump, generator 

rooms, 100 raisal pipelines (outsiders), and operator rooms.This borehole use to serve for about 5000 

persons . Good Initiatives 

Organizations providing assistance in these locations are: 

CEEGAAG laying new water pipes: A new program of laying new water pipes taking water from the 

water sources to the center of the town is undergoing now, this central area of town will be the new 

water provider of the city as many people can reach it easily, and this project is being implemented by 

NPA (Norwegian people’s Aid) 
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WIDH-WIDH New Borehole: The building of a new water rig, being implemented by NPA, has been 

going on for about week and half now, the building of new MCH funded by the Diaspora stalled for lack 

of sufficient funding and needs to be completed 

1. Introduction 

HAVOYOCO’s Hargiesa main office conducted rapid Water, Hygiene and Sanitation (WASH) assessment 

from 25th July – 3th August, 2014 covering 10 villages in Buuhoodle and Sool regions of Somaliland. 

Surrounding villages were also taken into consideration. Findings from the assessment will be utilized by 

WASH emergency program that will be funded by OCHA. The program will address main humanitarian 

needs in these regions.  A team composed of three assessors conducted the data collection process.  

1.1. Demographic Information 

The assessment participants were about hundred, 53 men and 27 women; they were organized in to 

group discussions that were held in all the areas where the assessment was executed, People with key 

privileges such as local government members, tribal chiefs, community elders, school headmasters, 

teachers, health professionals, water rig operators, traditional birth attendants and mothers were 

involved and played a key role in these discussions. As it is obvious in the number of the participants; 

male participants were more than the female participants because men are always engaged in 

government and other social leadership jobs or businesses where as women mostly stay at home and do 

housework due to the existence of old traditions and as of yet effective social awareness that women 

can be successful part of the social and business leadership in these areas is missing. Though there isn't 

rigorous statistics on the number of residents in these areas but the assessment participants estimated 

approximately 28231 hosts and 27413 IDPs, the hosts are original inhabitants of these areas and run 

kiosks and small cafes where they sell things like KHAT whereas the IDPs are those displaced by droughts 

from other villages and provinces through different times. 

 These areas are suffering from acute absence of public infrastructure comparing to other places in the 

country because of the recurring droughts and the insecurity that existed in the past but a structure of 

administration of both local and central government do exist and the biggest threat they face now is 

droughts. 

The sanitation and hygiene levels in this areas is one that calls for immediate action and awareness, 

unfortunately it's familiar to come across the water well, pool, the water channel and the rubbish dump 
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all located in the same place or next to each other. As such people in these areas are also in great need 

of awareness on sanitation and cleaning equipment such as wheelbarrows and shovels. 

1.2. Objectives 

The main objective is to conduct a rapid assessment that will be able to serve as a solid basis for a 

scrutinizing water, sanitation and hygiene for current a conditions and appropriate methods and 

interventions, with the aim of perceived and improving all parameters of the assessment. It shall be 

used by HAVOYOCO for developing, improving and evaluating an appropriate strategy for it. The 

expected outcomes of the rapid assessment are: 

 Reliable figures concerning the present water sources functioning; 

 Solid knowledge concerning the segments of improving water, sanitation and hygiene;  

 More or less reliable figures concerning of the number of persons both of hosts and IDPs; 

 Scrutinizing the best approaches to improve all parameters of the assessments ; 

2. Methodology 

A qualitative rapid assessment method involving village development committee of target locations was 

deemed most appropriate for realizing the above mentioned objectives. In order to get relevant and up-

to-date data on water, sanitation and hygiene conditions, health complications, as well as to gather 

group information on level of existence, perception and attitude, it was decided to work with semi-

structured tool to be filled in by enumerators, also observing overall conditions on assessed locations 

and visiting at MCHC (Mother and Child Health Centres) in case to meet some desired information. With 

view to the perception and attitude of different demographic categories of the society, semi-structured 

discussions were conducted with focus groups (Focus Group Discussions, FGD) composed respectively of 

water, sanitation and hygiene.  

2.1. Approaches 

To collect qualitative data from local government members, tribal chiefs, community elders, school 

headmasters, teachers, health professionals, water rig operators, traditional birth attendants and 

mothers. The category of  sites we were on three levels: district level, small town, and village level. The 

10 locations having been targeted belong to the following levels: 

 3 at district level, 

 4 at small town level, 
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 3 at village level. 

2.2. Target Groups and Area covered 

It has to be specified that for the assessment of prevalence of water, sanitation, hygiene conditions and 

related health problems and complications, local government members, tribal chiefs, community elders, 

school headmasters, teachers, health professionals, water rig operators, traditional birth attendants and 

mothers were discussed. To establish these groups of participants we have opted for purposive 

sampling. Basically, purposive sampling consists in emphasizing / selecting specific characteristics, e.g. 

participants must be community committee members, and etc. 

2.3. Rapid Assessment Sampling Plan 

Locations Male participants Female participants 

LasAnod   

Canjiid 5 1 

Yagoori 6 2 

Yeyle 4 4 

Gambadhe 7 3 

Goojacade 6 1 

Buuhoodle   

Shululux 5 3 

Horfadhi 5 2 

Widhwidh 6 3 

Cegaag 5 5 

Hadhwana
g 

4 3 

Total 73 27 
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3. Findings 

3.1. General Information 

 

3.2. Good and Promising initiatives  

CEEGAAG laying new water pipes: A new program of laying new water pipes taking water from the 

water sources to the center of the town is undergoing now, this central area of town will be the new 

water provider of the city as many people can reach it easily, and this project is being implemented by 

NPA. 

WIDH-WIDH New Borehole: The building of a new water rig, being implemented by NPA, has been 

going on for about week and half now, the building of new MCH funded by the Diaspora stalled for lack 

of sufficient funding and needs to be completed. 

3.3. Water and Sanitation related diseases 

Some of the participants who are health professionals from local pharmacies, clinics and MCHs told us 

that diseases caused by poor sanitation and unclean water such as diarrhea and Malaria are very 

prevalent in these areas, and malaria and typhoid affected around 2782, and 560, respectively for the 

last one year.  

3.4. Water 
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3.5. Water Quantity 

All locations have reported that currently the available water  is roughly about 3-5 liters per person, 

both men and women can obtain this amount of water, regarding the availability of water it's not 

sustainable in most areas as water wells and water pools dry up in the most critical times of the year as 

was the case last year from December to march where they were relying on water tankers selling water, 

yet that year it rained as usual, but this year water shortages are expected to happen much sooner as it 

didn't rain as expected. And those areas with boreholes complain that they are faced by rampant 

difficulties which make it impossible to fetch water from these boreholes. 

In all the assessed locations a 20 liter jerry can costs 0.25-0.40 dollars; in autumn animals drink from 

boreholes and wells, when there is lesser water they aren't given water as frequently. 

3.6. Water Quality 

The majority of the assessed locations complain that they're using contaminated water or water at risk 

of contamination, many dump the rubbish and dirt near-bye areas of the water wells or the 

surroundings of the channels that bring water to these wells, when it rains floods may directly take this 

rubbish and dirt to the water wells, diarrhea and other water related diseases are very common in these 

areas because of this unclean water and any water treatment facilities or services are nonexistent. 
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3.7. Water Accessibility 

Since these locations are climatically semi-arid, their most popular water sources are wells, boreholes 

and rigs, the residents of those areas with no water wells and boreholes and those with water wells or 

boreholes but can't maintain when their water sources undergo difficulties because they lack the 

technical and economic capabilities to do so, do travel to places ranging from a distance of 10 KMs to 90 

KMs by using water tankers, as expressed by the participants, those with no boreholes are in need of 

alternative sources of water than they currently have like building boreholes for them and those with 

boreholes are in need of assistance in how to maintain and sustain the boreholes they currently have. 

3.8. Water storage 

A water carriage pulled by a donkey (this is a donkey carrying a barrel or sometimes a barrel and half on 

a small two wheeled vehicle) usually buys and fetches water from the boreholes or water rigs and sells 

this water to the households this exists in the biggest locations of the assessed areas such as WIDH-

WIDH and CEEGAAG, but in smaller locations people fetch water on their own with the aid of things like 

wheelbarrows. These people use 20-liter jerry cans to store water; it isn't adequate, as well the 

participants noted particularly that if the jerry can is not cleaned constantly after a while 

microorganisms or bacteria like algae breed in it and make water unfit for drinking. 

3.9. Sanitation 

3.9.1. Excretal disposal 

Ahmed, one of the participants, responded that (95% of the residents in the assessed villages and 

locations defecate around the surrounding areas of the water points and canals, only 5% of the 

residents use latrines, of these 4% is constructed by NGOs and 1% is constructed by some of the 

residents, this is one latrine per 5 HH; there are no campaigns on the risks of open defecation to public 

health and the importance of latrines. 

3.9.2. Solid waste disposal 

The participants responded " Rubbish causes immense problems for the community, most people put 

the trash in front of their houses, near water points and sources, as such holes or dustbins where people 

can throw this garbage into is needed also an awareness on the health problems and risks posed by 

garbage", there are no sanitation committees in the locations we assessed except in WIDH-WIDH where 
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there's youth and women's organization called DARYEEL who make awareness on every Thursday. All 

these areas are in danger of increased numbers of diarrhea and malaria patients, the number of people 

possessing mosquito nets are about 4000 HH which means one mosquito net per 1 HH, entire villages. 

4. Public Health Promotion 

Factors related to poor standards of hygiene are contributing to the risks facing the public health, these 

risks include disposing garbage in public areas and open defecation; in the last two weeks we have come 

across 14-29 diarrhea cases of children under 5 years of age. 97% of the women participating 

discussions demonstrated a good understanding of the use and benefits of ORS. There isn't any water 

management committee. 

5.  Challenges  

I. Most wells are unprotected from floods that may float all kinds of garbage into the wells, which 

may cause huge health risks to those drinking from it, not only this, sometimes the well is filled 

up completely with rubbish by the floods. 

II. Most villages don't have specialized rubbish dumping sites, this causes rubbish being disposed in 

front of homes and everywhere else, as well they don't have tools such as wheelbarrows and 

shovels that could be of great help in taking the garbage away from homes and roads.  

III. Maintaining the boreholes proves such an impossible task for the locals, as they lack both the 

technical know-how and the financial might to fix it if there is a defect or a problem. 

IV. These areas are vulnerable to acute malaria and other related sicknesses such as typhoid and 

these sicknesses are very prevalent in these areas as all the participants noted. 

V. Most of these locations don't have MCH and health care centers that provide both basic health 

services and more specialized health services. 

VI. Diarrhea caused by unclean water and poor sanitation is very common in these areas. 

VII. The water canal that brings water to the WIDH-WIDH water sources cracked and water are 

flowing to all directions, the village elders warn that if something isn't done, water shortages are 

imminent. 

VIII. HADHWANAAG village has no educational centers at all; there are hundreds of children 

desperate for education and just wandering around the village.  
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Annex 1. Some of the Analysis Details 

1.1. Estimated number of persons’ per location 

Locations Urban/Rural 
IDPs Host Total 

Male Female Male Female   

Canjiid Urban 343 357 729 701 2130 

Yagoori Urban 861 889 5135 5305 12190 

Yeyle Urban 472 578 1732 2118 4900 

Hadhwanag Urban 315 385 819 1001 
2520 

Gambadhe Urban 494 479 4379 4521 
9873 

Shululux Urban 387 403 1465 1525 3780 

Horfadhi Urban 814 786 1080 982 3662 

Widhwidh Urban 1260 1365 3444 3731 
9800 

Cegaag Urban 924 756 2156 1764 5600 

Gooja cade Rural 96 93 508 492 
1189 

Total   5966 6091 21447 22140 55644 

 

1.2. Estimated number of water point sources per location 

Location # 
Unprotecte

d well 

# 
Protecte

d well 

# 
Borehole 

functionin
g 

# 
Borehole 

not 
functionin

g 

# Water 
pan 

functionin
g 

# Water 
pan not 

functionin
g 

# Berkad 
functionin

g 

# Berkad 
not-

functionin
g 

Canjiid 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Yagoori 30 12 0 0 1  8 0 

Yeyle 200 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 

Hadhwan
ag 

6 80 0 0 0 0 4 7 

Gambadh
e  

0 0 2 1 0 0 20 1 

Shululux 150 2 1 0 1 0 3 2 

Horfadhi 140 8 0 0 0 0 17 4 

Widhwidh 100 0 0 0 1 2 30 50 

Cegaag 230 0 1 0 4 16 50 80 

Gooja 
cade 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
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Annex 2: Photos of the Assessments 

 

 

Figure 1.2-1 Cegaag Borehole tank 

 


