
 
 

   
 

Children are affected by Cyclone Seroja in Lembata  

Immediate assistance urgently needed 

 

 

A series of disasters caused by the cyclone Seroja, which ranged from flash flood to landslide, 

swept the East Nusa Tenggara Province (NTT), Indonesia, on Saturday (3/4). Thousands of 

lives, including children's, as well as infrastructures in Lembata regency are greatly affected 

by this disaster. 

Yayasan Plan International Indonesia (Plan Indonesia) which has been working in Lembata 

since 2006 found that at least 2,227 out approximately 10,000 sponsored children (1,186 girls 

and 1,041 boys) and their families are affected by these series of disasters. Plan Indonesia 

team are also in deep condolence as one of our sponsored children passed away in the 

disaster and nine others are missing per Wednesday (14/4). The SAR team are reportedly still 

in search of the missing children. 

In response to this, Plan Indonesia had conducted the rapid need assessment started from 

last Monday to Wednesday (5-7 April 2021) to map the needs of the survivors. Especially, as 

the disaster has been affecting the children's lives differently.  

After being evacuated with their parents, the children are now in need of adequate support to 

thrive in a healthy environment. Moreover, in emergencies, children are prone to lose the care 

of their parents or caregivers and they could experience neglect without any protection from 

violence. Without the right psychosocial support, they could also experience other risks that 

might lead to trauma. 

Following the rapid need assessment, it is indicated that the children need several types of 

support, which include emergency shelter tool kit, access to clean water, hygiene, and 

sanitation, child protection and psychosocial support, as well as provision of education in 

emergency. 

Until Saturday (10/4), Plan Indonesia team has distributed 370 packages of emergency shelter 

tool kit (blanket and mattress) along with 370 packages of menstruation hygiene management 



 
 

   
 

kit for the survivors in the local health centre, evacuation centre in Waiputang, as well as in 

the public hospital (RSUD) in Lewoleba. 

However, the rapid need assessment also indicates the difficulty of access to the affected 

area. As transportations are still scarce, aid distribution from Kupang city to Lewoleba is still 

hindered. Besides, Plan Indonesia found that sufficient data is not yet available, especially the 

ones that is sex- and age-disaggregated. This situation hinders emergency mapping of the 

specific aid needed by the girls, women, boys, and the men affected by this disaster. This 

problem of data availability has been relayed to the local government since the beginning of 

the response coordination. 

To this effect, Plan Indonesia continues to collaborate with local government and volunteers 

to ensure that the aid could be distributed swiftly to children and their families so that they 

could thrive in this situation. 

Aside from distributing humanitarian aid, Plan Indonesia has also been inviting the general 

public to donate through kitabisa.com and benihbaik.com, with approximately Rp 27 million 

gained out of the Rp 50 million targeted by 10 April 2021. The fund will be distributed to meet 

the needs of the cyclone Seroja survivors in Lembata, especially for the children and their 

families, following the result of Plan Indonesia's rapid need assessment. 

As an organisation that strives for the fulfilment of child rights and equality for girls, Plan 

Indonesia prioritizes the needs and protection of children and their families in every emergency 

response. Especially, as children, women, and people with disabilities become more 

susceptible to threats in a situation that forces them to evacuate.  

 

Editor Notes: 

About Yayasan Plan International Indonesia (Plan Indonesia) 

Plan International has been working in Indonesia since 1969 and officially transformed into a 

national foundation in 2017, namely Yayasan Plan International Indonesia (Plan Indonesia). 

We aim to strive for children's rights and equality for girls. Together with youth groups and 

activists, we attempt to ensure youth meaningful participation in decision making that will 

impact the fulfilment of the children's rights and equality for girls. We also mobilize resources 

with partners from the private sector, donors, philanthropic foundations as well as individual 

donors to have a wider impact on Indonesian children.   

Plan Indonesia implements its activities through four programs, namely Child Development 

Program, Adolescent and Health Agency, Youth Empowerment and Entrepreneurship and 

Humanitarian Resilience Program. We work in 7 provinces which includes East Nusa 

Tenggara, West Nusa Tenggara, Central Sulawesi, North Sulawesi DKI Jakarta, Central Java, 

and West Java targeted to benefit 1 million girls. Plan Indonesia also has 36,000 sponsored 

children in East Nusa Tenggara.  

The Plan Indonesia's emergency response is part of the Humanitarian & Resilience Program, 

which serves as one of the organisation's main pillars. Plan Indonesia has been consistently 

carrying out emergency responses to help affected survivors, in partnership with local 

government agencies and other relevant parties. The activity is typically carried out when a 

disaster occurs, such as when an earthquake, tsunami, flood, or when the COVID-19 

pandemic happen. 
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 Ida Ngurah, Humanitarian & Resilience Program Manager Yayasan Plan International 

Indonesia 

 Erlina Dangu, Emergency Response Team & PIA Manager Lembata, Yayasan Plan 

International Indonesia 

Media contact 

 Intan Cinditiara (Olla), Media and Communications Manager, Yayasan Plan 

International Indonesia, Ph: 0818928764, E: intan.cinditiara@plan-international.org  

 Masajeng Rahmiasri (Ajeng), Programme Communications Specialist, Yayasan Plan 

International Indonesia, Ph: 08170040274; E: masajeng.rahmiasri@plan-

international.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

   
 

A STORY FROM THE FIELD 

SURVIVING CYCLONE SEROJA, CHILD WITH DISABILITY RECEIVED NEW 

WHEELCHAIR 

 

Children's lives are affected differently in every disaster. Such a case occurred to Irfan (12-

year-old), one of Plan Indonesia’s sponsored children in Lembata, East Nusa Tenggara. Irfan 

has been living with multiple disabilities and depending on his wheelchair.  

The flash flood and landslide have destroyed his house and took away his wheelchair. 

According to Mama Samide, Irfan's mother, this has caused great pressure for Irfan. 

"Irfan cries often these days as he needs to stay inside the evacuation centre. He couldn't 

stand the heat. We couldn't go outside because Irfan couldn't sit on his own," Mama Samide 

told the Plan Indonesia team in one of the evacuation centres in Lembata recently. 

Mama Samide said that there were indeed certain restrictions when living in the evacuation 

centre. He could not go anywhere and it frustrated him.  

Before the disaster, although living with multiple disabilities, never limited Irfan from being 

active even only being in his house. He could move from one room to another using a 

wheelchair and assisted by his mother, father and siblings. Thus losing his wheelchair has 

limited his movement, especially now that he has to spend days in the evacuation centre.  

One afternoon on Saturday (10/4), prayers are answered. Irfan finally got a new wheelchair! 

A little smile was drawn on his face and Mama Samide.  



 
 

   
 

"We are grateful. Irfan is so happy to receive this new chair," Mama Samide said. 

Irfan is only one of two thousand sponsored children affected by the cyclone Seroja in 

Lembata. Thousands of children still need your support. Emergency assistance needed 

include shelter tool kit, access to clean water, hygiene, and sanitation, psychosocial support 

and child protection, and provision of education in emergency. 

Plan Indonesia invites you to be a part of the support by donating through the link: 

bit.ly/bantuanlembata. Donation collected will be used to provide emergency assistance to the 

children and their families to thrive amidst the disaster. (***) 

 

  



 
 

   
 

A STORY FROM THE FIELD 

DESPITE CHALLENGES, FASHANDA WISHES TO KEEP ON STUDYING 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced children from various areas in Indonesia to undergo long-

distance learning. Such measure is taken to protect the children from the virus, as well as to 

help them continue with their studies. However, the children in Lembata, East Nusa Tenggara, 

are currently having difficulty accessing education. Especially, as their homes were swept by 

a series of disasters caused by the cyclone Seroja since Saturday (3/4). 

Meet Fashanda (14-year-old), one of many children affected by the disaster. Fashanda told 

us that she and her family had no other choice but to evacuate.  

"That time, the electricity was cut and the rain poured heavily. My father and mother tried to 

wake me and my younger siblings, so we could escape and go to a higher place," Fashanda 

said in her house, Thursday (8/4). 

When the rain stopped, Fashanda and her family went back into their house. Unfortunately, it 

has damaged their house big time and most goods in their house.  

That was also when Fashanda learned that her learning kits were drenched and could no 

longer be used. How could she study now?!  

It has been almost a year since Fashanda doing distance learning due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Although it was difficult at first, it never stopped her from learning. The story has 

gotten worse now, as the flood destroyed all of her school stuff, the learning process was 

halted. 

"I am sad. I never imagined that the flood would have swept our house and destroyed my 

school equipment," she said. 

Education in emergencies is greatly needed for affected children in Lembata. Education is a 

fundamental right, yet in times of disaster like this, it is significantly disrupted. Education in 



 
 

   
 

emergencies brings routine, stability, structure and hope to children‘s lives, and improves 

psychosocial wellbeing. Children shall continue to learn to ensure bright futures for them. 

Fashanda is only one of two thousand sponsored children affected by the cyclone Seroja in 

Lembata. Thousands of children still need your support. Emergency assistance needed 

include shelter tool kit, access to clean water, hygiene, and sanitation, psychosocial support 

and child protection, and provision of education in emergency. 

Plan Indonesia invites you to be a part of the support by donating through the link: 

bit.ly/bantuanlembata. Donation collected will be used to provide emergency assistance to the 

children and their families to thrive amidst the disaster. (***) 


