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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Following the landfall of Tropical Cyclone Batsirai on 5 February, 
Tropical Storm Dumako hit the north-east coast of Madagascar on 
Tuesday, 15 February, directly affecting at least 5,100 people.  

• An estimated 270,900 people need assistance in the aftermath of 
Tropical Cyclone Batsirai, according to the findings of an inter-agency 
rapid needs assessment carried out by the Government and 
humanitarian partners. 

• Response efforts are ongoing, including health consultations, 
distribution of cash and hot meals to displaced families, restoration of 
access to clean water and provision of shelter items to support 
families to return home. 

• The Government and humanitarian partners are closely following the 
evolution of a new weather system—Tropical Storm Emnati—in the 
Indian Ocean, which could make landfall in Madagascar early next 
week.  

 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Ten days after Tropical Cyclone Batsirai hit the south-east coast of 
Madagascar, another tropical weather system, Tropical Storm Dumako, 
made landfall on the north-east coast of the country on 15 February 
between Sainte-Marie Island and Antalaha. Two people are missing, at 
least 5,100 people have been directly affected (including nearly 3,000 
displaced people who are sheltering in six temporary sites), and about 100 
classrooms have been damaged, according to preliminary data received from the Government. These numbers are 
expected to change the days ahead as further information regarding Tropical Storm Dumako’s impact becomes available. 

Meanwhile, communities affected by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai are starting to rebuild and return to their homes, where this 
is possible, but many remain in urgent need of assistance. Around 21,000 people are still displaced, and 20,500 homes 
have been destroyed, flooded, or damaged. Many schools and health facilities remain closed or only partially functional. It 
is critical that any returns are safe, dignified, voluntary and informed, especially in light of the potential for further bad 
weather in the days ahead as another tropical weather system approaches. 

An estimated 270,900 people have been affected by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai and are in urgent need of shelter, water 
and sanitation, education and health services and immediate food assistance, according to the results of an inter-sectoral 
rapid needs assessment conducted jointly by the Government and humanitarian partners. About US$26.8 million will be 
required in the next three months to save lives and restore the most essential services. 

While communities are still recovering from Tropical Storm Ana and Tropical Cyclone Batsirai, a new weather system—
Tropical Storm Emnati—has formed in the Indian Ocean and could hit the east coast of Madagascar around 22 February. 
Although Emnati’s trajectory and potential impact are still uncertain, it is continuing to intensify and could reach the stage 
of a Tropical Cyclone or Intense Tropical Cyclone ahead of landfall, according to MeteoFrance.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE  

The Government is leading response operations through its national disaster risk management agency (BNGRC), in close 
collaboration with humanitarian partners.  
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The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) and Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams 
deployed in Mananjary and Manakara are helping coordinate 
humanitarian response efforts with organizations on the ground, 
including the World Food Programme (WFP), United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Catholic Relief Services, Medair, 
Médecins du Monde, Médecins sans Frontières, Action contre la 
Faim, World Central Kitchen and the Madagascar Red Cross, among 
others.  

Water and sanitation partners are collaborating to restore access to 
clean water. French and German Civil Protection team, under the 
coordination of the EU Civil Protection team, have started operating 
water purification modules in Mananjary city and are working in 
collaboration with local authorities and NGOs (nongovernmental 
organizations) to scale-up water distribution.  

Food security partners, including WFP, are providing cash transfers 
and food assistance, and the World Central Kitchen has been 
distributing over 3,000 hot meals a day in Mananjary.  

Shelter partners are working together to distribute shelter kits to 
displaced families, while CRS has donated 90 shelter covers to 
support UNICEF in temporarily rehabilitating damaged schools. 
UNICEF has also dispatched education kits to Mananjary to help 
children have access to education as soon as possible. 

Health partners are continuing to provide services at sites for 
displaced people, with 340 consultations carried out between 15 and 
16 February. Medical kits also continue to be dispatched to cyclone-
affected, including from UNICEF and WHO. 

Protection activities are ongoing across multiple sites, including by IFRC, UNICEF and UNFPA. Connecting families who 
have been separated from loved ones is also underway, with Télécoms Sans Frontières (TSF) facilitating 25 calls on 15 
February. 

 

Pictures 

Photos showing the impact of Cyclone Batsirai and the humanitarian response can be downloaded here. 

 

Subscribe to our mailing list  

Register here to receive latest updates from OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa: 

http://eepurl.com/chQY2L  

 

Stop Sexual Exploitation and Abuse / Arrêtez l’exploitation et les abus sexuels  

Madagascar: Ny Firenena Mikambana sy ny ONG mpiahy ny mpiara-belona dia mandrana ny firaisana 

ara-nofo sandaina vola, fanampiana, asa sakafo. Raha sendra fanararaotanam, na vavolombelona ianao 

dia amprandreneso maimaim-poana ny laharana 147 na 113. 

 

 

 

http://www.unocha.org/rosea
https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Madagascar/CYCLONEBATSIRAISELECTION/n-XMth7n/i-NTL2cXk
http://eepurl.com/chQY2L

