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Report #14 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

General Overview 
� The Kenyan army moved into Somalia on 16 October 2011 in response to a series of kidnappings, 

including the most recent abduction of two MSF-Spain humanitarian staff from Ifo II West.   
� An al-Shabaab spokesperson responded the same day (16 October) that its militants were prepared to 

face advancing troops from Kenya.  The spokesperson further threatened reprisals in Kenyan cities if 
authorities do not withdraw their troops from Somalia.  Kenya’s Defence Minister responded that warnings 
will not stop the current military action.    

� A senior Somali army offer reported that the two Spanish hostages have been moved by al-Shabaab to 
the southern Somali port city of Kismayu.  However, a press release from al-Shabaab issued on 17 
October 2011 categorically denies involvement in any of the kidnappings. 

� Clashes between pastoralist tribes in Isiolo County in Eastern Province continue.  Six schools closed and 
more than 1,000 students are affected by the violence, including secondary school students scheduled to 
begin national examinations on 18 October.  More than 10 people have been killed since 14 October 
2011.    Rival ethnic groups are clashing over control of grazing land.   

� Heavy rains have been reported in several parts of the country, including along the coast; in northwestern 
Kenya near the Kakuma Refugee Camp; and in northeastern Kenya along the Wajir-Somalia border 
including the Dadaab Refugee Camps.  In preparation for further flooding, the GoK and humanitarian 
partners, including UNICEF, have developed a contingency plan for the 2011 short rains (October-
December).  UNICEF also continues to preposition essential supplies to mitigate the likelihood of 
interrupted humanitarian efforts in northern Kenya. 

� Concerns of disease outbreaks have been reported by local officials and residents in Mombasa and other 
coastal communities following more than ten days of torrential rain and flash flooding.  Seven people lost 
their lives and four others were seriously injured; houses, schools, roads and sewage systems destroyed 
or damaged; and large areas submerged making it difficult for residents to access clean water in Kenya’s 
second largest city, Mombasa.  Operations at Mombasa port have been disrupted due to persistent power 
outages; destroyed road infrastructure; and an inability to allow ships to berth because of rough seas. 
UNICEF is following the situation through the Kenya Red Cross to determine what, if any, support is 
required to complement local efforts. 
 

Drought-Affected Areas in Kenya 
� According to the MoPHS, high caseloads of malaria/dengue fever continue to be reported, particularly in 

northeastern Kenya and flood prone areas. 
 

Refugee Response 
� Security issues have resulted in the discontinuation of all but life-saving humanitarian activities in the 

Dadaab Refugee Camps and areas along the Somali-Kenya border.   Continuing activities across all 
camps include hospital-based health and nutrition services; water provision and hygiene promotion; 
general food distribution; and education services within schools, including school feeding programmes.  In 
addition, newly arriving refugees are being registered and support is continuing to foster care families.   

� Of most concern for UNICEF is the suspension of health and nutrition services at out-patient sites, 
including health posts.  Agreement has been reached with the Kenya Red Cross to restart the out-patient 
nutrition therapeutic programme that was operated by MSF-Spain prior to their departure from the camps.  
Support will be needed from the UN and other international partners for this transition to occur and 
UNICEF is part of consultations on the way forward so that malnourished children continue to receive 
needed treatment.  

� Following the escalating security situation in Dadaab, UNICEF has reduced staff presence in the refugee 
camps to essential staff only; reviewed evacuation procedures for those remaining, and is working closely 
with other UN agencies and the GoK to ensure staff safety and security. 

� The influx of Somali refugees into Kenya continues, although the rate has dramatically decreased 
following military activity along the border.  In September, an average of 1,000 refugees arrived each day 
in Dadaab, down from the June peak of 1,600.  Due to heightened security in the past week, new refugee 
arrivals were as low as 101 on 17 October 2011. 

� UNHCR reports that a sustained level of internal displacement is expected in Somalia into 2012 due to the 
prolonged impact of drought, famine and conflict, which has resulted in lack of humanitarian access.  An 
estimated 1.5 million people are displaced within Somalia at present. 
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Drought Affected Areas 
� An upsurge in malaria has been reported in Upper Rift Valley (Turkana, Pokot and Samburu) and in 

northwestern Kenya, including the Kakuma Refugee Camp.   With heavy rains in northeastern Kenya, an 
upsurge is expected in the coming weeks.  Seven people died of malaria in Kakuma Camp during 
September 2011.   

� The dengue fever caseload has begun to decline in Mandera.  Cases are now being reported in other 
parts of the country, including Wajir and Nairobi, and just across the national border in the Dollo Refugee 
Camp in Ethiopia and in Luug and Bulla Hawa towns in Somalia. 

� The situation related to watery diarrhoea reported in North Eastern Province are similar to recent weeks, 
with 411 cases reported this week compared to 444 last week.  No cases of cholera have been reported.  
In Rift Valley Province, watery diarrhoea decreased this week (503) compared to last week (693). 

� The number of measles cases in Mandera significantly increased during the week from nine to 32, while 
no cases were reported in the other parts of NEP.  Measles cases in Rift Valley Province also increased 
from four to 12.   

� A four-day meeting was held in Dadaab led by the MoE to develop a national refugee education concept 
paper and develop related action plans.  UNHCR, UNICEF, UNESCO, in addition to implementing 
partners involved in education for refugee populations, attended.  The concept paper under development 
will encompass educational goals and objectives for both Dadaab and Kakuma refugee camps and will be 
aligned with the Kenya Education Sector Support Program II (KESSP-II) and Kenya’s new constitutional 
framework.  The paper will also inform further development of UNHCR and UNICEF’s joint education 
strategy for Dadaab. 

� Nutrition surveillance in Turkana indicates declining admission of severe acute malnutrition cases. This is 
linked to a scale-up of response that ensured treatment for most of the severe acute malnutrition cases 
and cross-sectoral interventions to prevent malnutrition and improved access to water.  
 

Refugee Response 
� In Dadaab, some key programmes for children have either been reduced in level or suspended following 

the recent kidnapping of two international humanitarian workers.  This includes outpatient treatment 
programmes for children with acute malnutrition and health services provided by 14 health posts within 
the camp complex (three operated by MSF-Spain; five by GIZ; and six by MSF-Switzerland).   Child 
protection services, except support to foster families, have been curtailed as has the construction of 
schools. 

� In-patient treatment of severely malnourished children is continuing within the three stabilization centres in 
Dadaab.  Currently there are 150 children in the Dagahaley Hospital Stabilization Centre; 37 in Hagadera 
Hospital; and 42 in Ifo Hospital.   

� The level of WASH services in Ifo II and Kambioos Camps have not matched the pace of relocation.  
UNHCR and partners are working to bridge the gap.  Access to education remains a challenge in Ifo II 
and Kambioos as well, with the pupil-teacher ratio below minimum standards.  UNHCR and UNICEF, 
along with implementing partners, are developing a joint response strategy. 

� HelpAge is conducting an assessment of the elderly population (>60 years) in Dadaab.  Preliminary 
results will be shared by the end of this week.  New results from a large-scale global study entitled ‘Sex 
and Age Matter’, produced by the Feinstein International Center and sponsored by UN-OCHA and Care 
International, indicates that the humanitarian community needs to greatly increase its collection and use of 
sex- and age-disaggregated data (SADD) to better improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 
programming.  Data presented in the report arrives from a review of over 300 publications, interviews with 
leading humanitarian actors in the field, and 17 case studies from around the world. 

� The total number of registered refugees in Dadaab is 463,795, of which 267,116 (58%) are children.  The 
majority of new Somali arrivals who were staying on the outskirts of the camps have been relocated to 
IFO II and Kambioos.  The current population of Ifo II West exceeds 40,000; Ifo II East nearly 30,000; and 
Kambioos – where relocation started later – nearly 10,000. 

� Screening, using mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC) of children under-five, among new arrivals in 
Dadaab Refugee Camps on 01 October 2011 revealed the following levels of severe and moderate acute 
malnutrition (MUAC less than 12.5 cm):  Ifo (9.2%), Hagadera (7.2%), and Dagahaley (18.6%).  These 
results reflect a decline compared to screening results in September, which were:  Ifo (37.4%), Hagadera 
(15.4%), and no comparable figures for Dagahaley.  This decline is likely associated with assistance 
provided at Liboi and the shorter timeframe between registration and access to health and nutrition 
services that has occurred over the past month.    
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� 125 measles cases were reported this week compared to the previous week’s caseload of 113.   
� In Dagahaley Camp, 347 patients were admitted for acute watery diarrhoea, with under-five children most 

affected and accounting for 290 cases.  No new cases of cholera were reported this week. 
� Dagahaley Camp had 15 cases of chickenpox during the week. 
 
CLUSTER COORDINATION, SECTOR UPDATES AND PARTNERSHIPS 
� The final phase of project preparation and approvals are underway as part of the Consolidated Appeal 

Process (CAP) and preparation of the 2012 Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP).  All of 
UNICEF’s sectors are actively participating in the process. 

 
Education Cluster  
� The Education Cluster will hold sub-national education sector coordination workshops in Turkana (24-25 

October) and Garissa (31 October - 01 November) in coordination with UNICEF and local DEOs.   The 
workshops will cover topics related to education in emergencies, disaster risk reduction (DRR), the 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan (EPRP), and cluster coordination.  The workshops are 
intended to support the development of an education sub-sector at district/county-level in drought affected 
areas.  

� The cluster has begun a follow-up assessment in the ASALs to determine the impact of the drought on the 
education system, particularly related to enrolment.  In addition, identification of WASH and child 
protection issues will be addressed.   

� Improved reporting, mapping and monitoring are key cluster goals.   A priority for the cluster is the 
consolidation, analysis and dissemination of information gathered from members through the utilization of 
the cluster’s new 3W reporting tools.  In addition, the formation of sub-national clusters is expected to 
further improve reporting and monitoring. 

� The Cluster for Education plans to advocate with the GoK and humanitarian stakeholders to (i) utilize 
schools as nuclei for humanitarian, DRR and development activities based on the child-friendly school 
model, and (ii) to continue school feeding during the upcoming December school holiday. 

  
WASH/WESCOORD Cluster 
� Sub-national cluster meetings are underway, with a coordination meeting held in Wajir on 12 October 

2011.  A similar meeting will take place on 27 October in Turkana.   The monthly national WESCOORD 
meeting is held in Nairobi the first week of each month.    

� A funding proposal has been submitted to UNICEF by the DWO in Wajir County to support the 
WESCOORD structure in the County. 

� A dedicated WESCOORD website has been established at <www.wescoord.or.ke>. 
� Training programmes were scheduled in Garissa and Turkana on cholera/acute watery diarrhoea 

preparedness and response using the ESARO/Oxfam training package; and on TOT hygiene promotion in 
Turkana, Isiolo and Garissa.  The programmes were scheduled during the current rainy season to help 
mitigate the risk of water-borne diseases.  Due to escalating insecurity in NEP, the Garissa Cholera/AWD 
Training has been postponed until 14 November 2011. 

 
Nutrition Cluster   
� The Nutrition Technical Forum met on 10 October 2011.   The meeting provided guidance to partners on 

the push-and-pull distribution system for nutrition supplies and an update on the distribution of 1,000 
nutrition strategy pamphlets to partners.  Discussion took place on how to improve timely provision of food 
commodities for BSFP in Mandera and Marsabit. 

� Finalization of an agreement for a $12.8 million loan from World Bank to MoPHS to provide RUTF and 
RUSF in the 22 affected districts (6 counties).   UNICEF to procure the RUTF and RUSF on behalf of the 
MoPHS. 

Child Protection Sector  
Refugee Response Sector Coordination 
� UNICEF is now an active ‘co-lead’ of the GBV Working Group in Dadaab, and will be working with 

UNHCR to develop meeting agendas and lead/facilitate group activities such as joint trainings, 
mainstreaming activities, and revising SOPs.  The Working Group will mainstream gender and GBV 
awareness among all sectors, starting with WASH on 17 October 2011.    

� UNHCR leads the Child Protection Working Group.  This week UNHCR, UNICEF, and Save the Children 
(UK) begin working on an action plan for child protection as per the recommendations from the recent 
child protection assessment.  
 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition 
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Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
� Since July 2011, 55,730 cartons of RUTF valued at $3,032,269 have been dispatched to ASAL to treat an 

estimated 30,700 children (based on two-month treatment period). 
� Technical guidance has been provided for implementing agencies in relation to Infant and Young Child 

Feeding (IYCF) sampling, data collection tools, and reporting in support of upcoming periodic nutrition 
surveys. The agencies are currently working on the methodology and trainings are scheduled to take 
place during the third and fourth weeks of October 2011.  

Refugee Response  
� The number of under-five children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) admitted to therapeutic feeding 

programmes is 9,966 against a target of 6,332 for the period July –December 2011
1
. 

� The number of under-five children with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) admitted to supplementary 
feeding programmes is 16,997 against a target of 14,546 for the period July–December 2011

2
. 

� Currently there are 150 children in the Dagahaley Hospital Stabilization Centre; 37 in Hagadera Hospital; 
and 42 in Ifo Hospital.   

� The Out-Patient Therapeutic Programme in Ifo Extension and Kambioos, newly opened by MSF-Spain, 
was suspended on 13 October following the kidnapping of two of MSF-Spain’s staff.  The program had 
been providing services to 16 severely malnourished children under-five in Ifo Extension and 220 in 
Kambioos.   

� Screening, admission and treatment of severe and moderate malnutrition cases among children 5-9 years 
has started in Ifo, Dagahaley and Hagadera refugee camps.  Data on admissions is expected at a later 
stage. 

� Since July 2011, 1,265 cartons of RUTF valued at U$688, 558 were dispatched to Dadaab camps to treat 
an estimated 7,000 severely malnourished children (based on two-month treatment period). 

 
Education 
Refugee Response 
� The Dadaab Education Strategy, being developed jointly by UNHCR and UNICEF, will be ready for draft 

circulation by the end of this week. 
� Discussions have begun with Somali community leaders, through partnership with Islamic Relief, to 

integrate UNICEF-supported ECD activities into Koranic schools – known locally as Dugsi activities.   
� In support of enhanced coordination, agencies working on youth programmes in Dadaab have been 

asked to share their next three-month plans with UNHCR to map activities and target. 

Health 
Drought Affected Areas 
� In response to the malaria outbreaks, UNICEF is working closely with the DHOs across the 39 drought 

affected districts including Kakuma Refugee Camp.  UNICEF has pre-positioned anti-malarial drugs, rapid 
diagnostic test kits and other supplementary drugs in these areas. Additional antimalarial supplies are 
planned to have been dispatched to Pokot and Samburu counties this week.  

� UNICEF, with the MoPHS national team, has been supporting vector surveillance, case management and 
vector control in response to the dengue fever outbreak in Mandera.  Vector surveillance is being 
conducted in Nairobi, Dadaab, Wajir and Mandera.    

� In NEP, a total of 971 children have been vaccinated against measles this week compared to 1,127 last 
week.  In Upper Rift Valley, 42 immunization outreach sessions were conducted, with a total of 630 
children vaccinated compared to 705 the previous week. 

� The regularly scheduled polio vaccination campaign, targeting over five million children under five will be 
held 22-26 October 2011.  UNICEF has procured 5.8 million doses of oral polio vaccine and is supporting 
social mobilization, communication, and advocacy activities related to the campaign. 

Refugee Response 
� To support surveillance and vector control measures related to the spread of dengue fever in the refugee 

camps, a vector assessment was initiated 12 October in Dadaab to determine the risk of local 
transmission and establish appropriate vector control interventions.  Training of health workers on 
integrated disease surveillance and response (IDSR) is on-going.  Rapid diagnostic test (RDT) kits and 
the case definition have been disseminated to the laboratories in the refugee camps. 

� Training of CHWs on community case management (CCM) of diarrhoeal disease and cholera is on-going 
and will take place in all camps.  Given the evidence of local transmission of cholera in one case, the 
outbreak case definition is now being applied in Hagadera Camp. 

 
 
Child Protection 

                                                      
1
 UNHCR HIS report September 2011 

2
 UNHCR Report, September 2011. 
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Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
� On 06 October, UNICEF staff travelled to Eldoret, Kitale, Lodwar, Kakuma and Lokichoggio to confirm:  (i) 

the impact of the drought emergency on GBV issues in Turkana County; (ii) the level of GBV service 
provision (both prevention and response activities); and (iii) the level of coordination between 
stakeholders in responding to GBV issues.  Preliminary findings of the trip indicate: 
� Extremely high levels of GBV were evident across Turkana.  In Kitale, 4-6 defilement (rape of a child) 

cases are being reported daily with as many as 70% of the survivors under the age of 10. 
� Where coordination and service provision were being provided, the rate of reporting was higher.  This 

was particularly the case in Eldoret and Kitale where service provision was matched with outreach 
support and legal prosecution.   Where service provision was low and not survivor-friendly, reporting 
and coordination on GBV issues was also low.  This was evident in Lodwar, the Kakuma host 
community, and Lokichoggio.   

� Understanding of the Sexual Offences Act was mixed.  Evidence was presented of forced payment for 
the P3-form necessary to initiate legal proceedings despite the SOA explicitly stating that the form is 
to be administered free-of-charge for survivors of sexual violence. 

� There was unanimous request for additional support for training, coordination, infrastructure, and 
exposure visits to regions with more effective service provision. 

� The effect of the drought has exacerbated an existing crisis in GBV and this requires long-term 
sustained action and support. 

� With the placement of a Child Protection Officer in Lodwar, the process of lobbying for improvement of 
gender desks and no-fee rape forms has begun.  UNICEF is signing a PCA with IRC to provide training 
for health workers, community sensitization activities, and mapping of referral pathways in West Turkana.   

Refugee Response 
� Utilization of child friendly spaces (CFS) continued to increase prior to the recent suspension of activity 

due to heightened security situation within the Dadaab Refugee Camps.  UNICEF will work with Save the 
Children (UK) and other partners to advocate for the reopening of the CFSs as soon as adequate 
numbers of police and other security measures are in place.  UNICEF and SC-UK are also working to 
improve the CFSs, both in terms of repairs and staffing.  Increased community engagement is also a 
priority, particularly by responding to feedback provided by parents and children and parents via the 
“complaint book” at each CFS. 

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
� Cholera training scheduled for 17-20 October has been postponed to 14 November 2011. 
� Planning for the ToT Hygiene Promotion Training is on-going and is scheduled from 31 October to 03 

November 2011, targeting 60 CHWs in Lodwar, Isiolo and Garissa. 
� The water trucking programme implemented by PISP is proceeding successfully, covering health centres 

and schools in the five districts of Greater Marsabit. 
� 4,200 people in Kapua will benefit from the on-going solar powered borehole pump with a de-fluoridisation 

tank.   
� A field trip to Kapua was undertaken by Potters Without Borders and UNICEF WASH staff, along with the 

DWO and DHO, to discuss the possibility of establishing a ceramic water filter factory in Turkana. 
 
Communications for Development (C4D) 
� Radio programming related to the emergency continues through five radio stations (Star FM, SIFA FM, 

Hossana FM, Akicha FM and Wajir Community Radio).  The programmes are reaching an estimated one 
million people, including 350,000 in Dadaab and Turkana.  

� 227 spots (45-60 seconds each) were aired by the five stations during the week.  The messages are aired 
in local language versions.  

� 8 inter-active dialogue programmes have been produced in two formats:   (i) a pre-recorded five minute 
programme for frequent airing and (ii) live call-in radio programs which run for 30-60 minutes.  Both 
formats include participation of experts who speak the local languages.  Audience participation has been 
strong for the live radio programs.  

� From 10 September to 09 October, UNICEF had supported the MoPHS to deploy a health promotion 
team and an audio-visual van public address system to drought affected communities.  Over the three-day 
period of 06-08 October, more than 6000 people were reached with high-impact health promotion 
messages. In addition to messages broadcast over the PA system, printed materials are distributed and 
community discussions facilitated.   
 

FUNDING 
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The above funding table includes $5.5 million in new funding received from the Regional Office’s 
Humanitarian Thematic Fund.  The additional funds are beyond current UNICEF Kenya’s HAU figures and are 
presented within the Cross-Sectoral Section of the table.  The funding has been allocated for repayment of 
pre-positioned stocked borrowed from UNICEF Uganda; additional replenishment of earlier pre-positioned 
stocks (i.e.  family kits); emergency education activities including boarding school supplies; and UNICEF 
Kenya’s new emergency social cash transfer programme for highly vulnerable drought-affected Kenyans 
which will begin during the first half of 2012.   

NEXT SITREP 
� 26 October 2011 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, please contact: 
Olivia Yambi 
Representative 
Kenya Country 
Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-722-520-
227 
Email:  
oyambi@unicef.org 

Madhavi Ashok 
Deputy 
Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-722-529-
714 
Email:  
mashok@unicef.org 
 

Megan Gilgan 
Chief, 
Emergency/Field Ops 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel:  +254-722-529-
351 
Email:  
mgilgan@unicef.org 
 

Runar Soerensen 
Emergency 
Coordinator  
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-705-262-289 
Email: 
rsoerensen@unicef.org 

Annamaria Watrin 
OpsCen Information 
Officer 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-715-422-
954 
E-mail:  
awatrin@unicef.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


