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        Date: 11 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• The Ministry of Health and Population has changed the responsibilities of high-level officials. 

• Shahid Gangalal National Heart Center, known as a treatment center for underprivileged citizens, has increased the 

treatment fee by 233% including the ticket and laboratory test fees. 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 868 new cases. There are 8,885 active cases at present and 414 have 
recovered in last 24 hours. 
 

• 68% of women in Karnali Province breastfeed their child for up to 6 months, which is higher than the national average 
being 62 %. 

 

• Khagraj Adhikari, a member of the house of representatives, has accused the government of trying to 'collapse' the 
health insurance program. 
 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 10th August reported 868 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,137,630. The country has reported 3 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 3,614 PCR and 3,091 antigen tests, 496 and 372 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 8,885 active cases and 414 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,671 in home isolation, 

214 in institutional isolation, with 64 in ICU and 7 under ventilator for treatment.1,3,4,7,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

The Ministry of Health and Population has changed the responsibilities of high-level officials. The Minister of Health, Bhawani 
Prasad Khapung, have given the responsibility of the Head of the Health Coordination Division to the Director of the National 
Tuberculosis Center, Dr. Sanjay Thakur, and Dr. Rita Joshi has been sent to the National Tuberculosis Center. Similarly, 
Narayan Dhakal, who was the Director General of the Department of Drug Administration, has been sent to Province 1. Dr. 
Bishwa Bandhu Wagle has been sent to the Entomology Section at Vector Borne Disease Research and Training Center 
(VBDRTC) in Hetauda, while the head of the Center, Dr. Keshav Pandit, came to the Ministry of Health and Population.1,3 
 

The article is about things women should pay attention to before and during pregnancy to give birth to a healthy baby. First 
thing a women need to consider while planning a baby is her health condition. Women with thyroid and diabetes can have 
children, but only after the situation is under control with proper treatment. After becoming pregnant, women should be tested 
regularly to monitor the condition of the child and mother as well. Apart from that, pregnant women should pay special 
attention to their diets along with folic acid supplement to prevent anomalies in children. Proper sleep is a must.1 
 

Despite Nepal’s Constitution and existing laws to protect women’s right, a study done by the Center for Research on 
Environment, Health and Population Activities (CREHPA), has shown insufficient policies and practice that support gender 
equality at organizations working in Nepal. The functional areas and health programs of 77 organizations operating in the 
health sector in Nepal have been examined in the study - 47 were global organizations operating in Nepal and 30 were 
national non-governmental organizations.3,6 
 

Speaking at a meeting of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, Khagraj Adhikari, a member of the house of 
representatives, has accused the government of trying to 'collapse' the health insurance program, in response to the issue of 
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running the insurance program through companies. Similarly, according to the parliament members, it is disrespectful not to 
pay the insurance amount to the service providers.3 
 

Pokhara Municipality of Parsa district have been working to improve the service facilities and physical infrastructure of 15- 
bedded Pokhara Hospital. Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Medical Superintendent of the Hospital, informed about the problem regarding 
water leakage from the hospital building, lack of necessary laboratories and manpower.3 
 

According to a survey conducted in 2019, 40% of the women in Karnali province breastfeed their babies within an hour of 
childbirth, 68% breastfeed up to 6 months Which is higher than the national average (62 %), and 89% breastfeed up to 2 
years, which is higher than the rate of breastfeeding mother in Bagmati and Gandaki province. Kabita Khatri, Community 
Nursing Officer at the Public Health Department of the Ministry of Social Development, said that breastfeeding within an hour 
of birth reduces infant mortality rate by 33%.3 
 

All the schools in Tyamke Maiyum Rural Municipality of Bhojpur district have been closed for six days from Tuesday due to 
the increase in COVID-19 infection among students and teachers. According to the Health Office of Bhojpur, 55 people have 
been infected with the Corona virus here in one day.3 
 

According to the Health Directorate of Far West Province, 84 people have been infected with COVID-19 in the last 24 hours, 
42 were returnees from India. Earlier on Monday, 121 infections were reported in this province.3 
 

Patient suffering from seasonal common cold, cough, and high fever have increased in Damauli Hospital, Tanahun since few 
days with 150 patients visiting hospital every day. According to the doctors, increase in the number of patients at the hospital 
is due to excessive heat and they have advised patients to pay attention to sanitation, personal hygiene and to adopt healthy 
eating habits.4 
 

Vehicles transporting Kathmandu valley’s garbage to the landfill site at Bancharedanda were vandalized by the locals on 
Tuesday, 14 tippers, 2 dozers, and an excavator were damaged. Kathmandu’s Mayor, Balen Shah, has vowed to make them 
pay for carrying out the repairs of the damaged vehicles.4 
 

Shahid Gangalal National Heart Center, known as a treatment center for underprivileged citizens, has increased the 
treatment fee by 233% including the ticket and laboratory test fees making it more expensive than private hospitals. The cost 
of an Echocardiography for children has been increased by 81.81% and the fee charged for the fetus of the pregnant women 
has been increased by 33.33%. The Creatine Phosphokinase-MB (CK-MB) test fee for heart attack has been doubled. 
According to the Executive Director of the hospital, Dr. Chandra Mani Adhikari, fees has been increased based on the 
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recommendations of the committee of Board of Directors chaired by the Minister of Health and Population and to be 
implemented effectively from 16th of Jestha.5 
 

'Find and destroy' campaign for dengue control has started in Butwal to search for mosquito habitats and destroy them. Head 
of Butwal sub-metropolitan city, Khelaraj Pandey, informed that the campaign has been started with the participation of 
health workers, sanitation workers and volunteers.6 
 

Gender imbalance has started to be seen in the country due to the trend of identifying the dead gender and not giving birth to 
a girl child. The Ministry of Health and Population has prepared a 10-year strategy to reduce this imbalance and end 
discrimination against girl child in the womb, will be implemented jointly by the federal, state and local governments. 
Indramani Pokharel, Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Health, said educated people are more of a challenge than the 
uneducated, discrimination against girls and feticides are more common among them.7 
 

Speaking at the occasion of the 14th anniversary of kidney transplant at the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital (TUTH), 
Dr. Divya Singh, Dean of the TUTH, warned kidney disease will become an epidemic in countries like Nepal by 2025, if not 
prevented in time. It is estimated that there are more than 1 million diabetic patients in Nepal and are increasing every day, 
increasing the risk of kidney failure. By the year 2000, the number of new kidney patients was 2,000 per year in Nepal, while 
currently, 4,000 to 5,000 new kidney patients are seen every year.8 
 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 10th August reported 868 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,137,630. The country has reported 3 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 3,614 PCR and 3,091 antigen tests, 496 and 372 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 8,885 active cases and 414 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,671 in home isolation, 

214 in institutional isolation, with 64 in ICU and 7 under ventilator for treatment.1,3,4,7,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.3%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 
 

The Ministry of Health and Population has changed the responsibilities of high-level officials. The Minister of Health, Bhawani 
Prasad Khapung, have given the responsibility of the Head of the Health Coordination Division to the Director of the National 
Tuberculosis Center, Dr. Sanjay Thakur, and Dr. Rita Joshi has been sent to the National Tuberculosis Center. Similarly, 
Narayan Dhakal, who was the Director General of the Department of Drug Administration, has been sent to Province 1. Dr. 
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Bishwa Bandhu Wagle has been sent to the Entomology Section at Vector Borne Disease Research and Training Center 
(VBDRTC) in Hetauda, while the head of the Center, Dr. Keshav Pandit, came to the Ministry of Health and Population.1 
 

Shahid Gangalal National Heart Center, known as a treatment center for underprivileged citizens, has increased the 
treatment fee by 233% including the ticket and laboratory test fees making it more expensive than private hospitals. The cost 
of an Echocardiography for children has been increased by 81.81% and the fee charged for the fetus of the pregnant women 
has been increased by 33.33%. The Creatine Phosphokinase-MB (CK-MB) test fee for heart attack has been doubled. 
According to the Executive Director of the hospital, Dr. Chandra Mani Adhikari, fees has been increased based on the 
recommendations of the committee of Board of Directors chaired by the Minister of Health and Population and to be 
implemented effectively from 16th of Jestha.5 

 

Gender imbalance has started to be seen in the country due to the trend of identifying the dead gender and not giving birth to 
a girl child. The Ministry of Health and Population has prepared a 10-year strategy to reduce this imbalance and end 
discrimination against girl child in the womb, will be implemented jointly by the federal, state and local governments. 
Indramani Pokharel, Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Health, said educated people are more of a challenge than the 
uneducated, discrimination against girls and feticides are more common among them.7 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Monkeypox infection in children have been found in Germany for the first time. According to the Robert Koch Institute in 
Germany, two teenagers aged 15 and 17 along with a girl living with them were found infected on Tuesday. 3 
 

1,500 children have been reported with diarrhea in Takhar province of northeast of Afghanistan and are being treated in 
various hospitals. According to the Health Officials, diarrhea has spread out due to hot summer weather, polluted drinking 
water, and lack of health awareness.3 
 

The rate of COVID-19 infection in Australia has started to increase again with around 25,000 new cases every day. Most 
Australians have had their third vaccination against the virus, but infections are on the rise. So far, one third of the citizens, 
have been infected.5 
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Another virus named 'Langya Henipavirus' (LayV) has spread in China since last week with 35 cases so far. Scientists have 
estimated that the virus might have been transmitted to humans from animals.6 
 

A new study conducted by an international research team has shown to reduce the risk of death from heart disease by 
consuming alternatives to table salt. Bruce Neal, a professor at the University of New South Wales, said that using salt with 
potassium chloride instead of sodium chloride could reduce the risk of heart disease and save millions of lives around the 
world every year. He mentioned that high blood pressure, resulted from the consumption of food having high sodium content 
and low potassium is a major risk factor leading to early heart attack and even death.7 

 

 

 1Onlinekhabar 
2 Nepalkhabar 
3 Swasthyakhabar 
4The Himalayan Times 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7Annapurna Post 
8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 11AUGMM_030 
  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int

