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Situation Update  

• Sri Lanka’s growing economic and food crises are 

pushing millions over the edge. About 22 percent of 

its population are food insecure and more are 

feeling the pinch of food and fuel shortages as 

prices continue to rise. Food price inflation has now 

hit 58 percent. 

• The Government’s fuel stocks continue to deplete 

with no guaranteed sources for incoming stocks. 

On 26 June, the Government said it only has 15,000 

tons of petrol and diesel remaining to keep 

essential services afloat. Public transport, power 

generation, and medical services will be prioritized. 

Prices of petrol and diesel increased by 15 and 22 

percent, respectively, over the weekend; diesel 

prices are now four-fold and petrol prices have 

tripled since the beginning of 2022. 

• Schools and government offices are closed until 

further notice due to the scarcity in oil supply.  

WFP Response 

WFP is responding to the ongoing crisis, starting in the 

capital city of Colombo. It plans to support 3 million 

vulnerable people of Sri Lanka from June through 

December 2022. This plan builds on the UN’s initial 

Humanitarian Needs and Priorities Plan which aims to 

support 1.7 million people until September. 

 

WFP is prioritizing families who are unable to purchase 

increasingly expensive food, particularly those with 

children under five, pregnant and lactating women, 

and persons with disabilities. This support will be 

delivered through school meals, nutritional support, in-

kind food, and cash-based transfers.  

 

Emergency Food Assistance 

• WFP’s first round of food vouchers distribution has 

reached 80 percent of targeted beneficiaries 

(pregnant women) in Colombo, and is expected to 

wrap up by the end of the week.  

• Each pregnant woman receives Rs. 15,000 (approx. 

US$ 40 (roughly half the cost of a nutritious diet 

for a family of four for a month) and is intended to 

ease the family’s food needs and other essentials 

amid rising costs. WFP has partnered with 

supermarket chain Cargills Food City, where 

beneficiaries can shop and redeem their food 

vouchers until 15 July.  

• WFP will scale up its emergency food assistance 

through cash and in-kind provisions in the next 

months, targeting low-income households across 

the country. Priority will be given to vulnerable 

households whose incomes have been affected by 

the crisis. 

 

School Meals 

• In partnership with the Government, WFP will 

support 1 million schoolchildren aged 5 to 10 with 

school meals. WFP will prioritize vulnerable 

schools, where the Government’s national school 

meals programme has been halted due to budget 

constraints.  

In June, WFP started supporting pregnant women in urban poor communities in 

Colombo with food vouchers valued at Rs.15,000 to help them meet their food 

needs and purchase other essentials. ©WFP/Ashani Ratnayake 
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In Numbers 

5.7 million* people in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

4.9 million* people food insecure 

3 million people targeted by WFP to receive 

emergency food, nutrition, and school meals until 

December 

*Source: Humanitarian Needs and Priorities Plan 

 

 

Highlights 

• WFP has distributed 80 percent of the first 2,375 

vouchers to pregnant women. WFP aims to reach 100 

percent of targeted beneficiaries by the end of the week.  

• WFP and FAO began an in-country mission on 28 June to 

assess the crop and food security situation. This is the 

second phase of a joint Crop and Food Security Assessment 

Mission, following a recently concluded household survey. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2022/06/26/asia/sri-lanka-fuel-supplies-struggles-intl/index.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-food-security-crisis-humanitarian-needs-and-priorities-2022-june-sept-2022-ensita
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-food-security-crisis-humanitarian-needs-and-priorities-2022-june-sept-2022-ensita
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• WFP has purchased iron-fortified rice, pulses, and 

oil and commodities. These are expected to arrive 

in August. 

 

 

Nutrition 

• WFP is supporting the resumption of Sri Lanka’s 

Thriposha nutrition programme that provides food 

fortified with vitamins and minerals to 

malnourished children under five and pregnant 

and lactating women.  

 
 

Assessments  

• Household assessments have been completed as 

part of WFP and FAO’s joint Crop and Food Security 

Assessment Mission (CFSAM). This was followed by 

an in-country mission, which started on 28 June, to 

assess the crop and food security situation. 

Overall, the CFSAM aims to review the 2022 food 

crop production, assess overall food supply & 

demand, and estimate the number of food 

insecure people. A full report on the in-country 

mission is expected by the end of August. 

• On 27 June, WFP has begun data collection for a 

new round of a monthly telephone survey aimed 

at gauging the food security situation of 

economically poor households, with a focus on 

poor urban, rural, and estate communities. 

Findings will be released by end of July. 

 

Resourcing Update 

• WFP has so far received US$18.14 million from 

the governments of Australia, Japan, and New 

Zealand. This represents 28 percent of its 

emergency appeal for US$63 million.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WFP has launched a campaign to gather 

support from individual donors through its 

crowdfunding app #ShareTheMeal. WFP aims to 

raise funds equivalent to half a million shared 

meals and has currently achieved 145,500 

meals as of 28 June.  

 

It only takes a few taps on your phone to start having an impact. 

Download ShareTheMeal app on App Store and Google Play. 

 

 

 

 

Funding requirement 
(Jul-Dec 2022) 

Contact Us: 

 

WFP Country Director:   

Abdur Rahim Siddiqui: abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 

 

Information Management Officer: 

Catherine Mones: catherine.mones@wfp.org 

*represents emergency response requirement only, not inclusive of the US$10 million 

required under the Country Strategic Plan at the beginning of 2022. 

28% FUNDED 

  

“Everything is expensive. The price of goods is two or 

three times [more expensive than] before. We have cut 

back as much as we can. We have completely stopped 

using milk powder.”  

Muniwara Fathima Hameed, a 39 year old mother of four 

and former school meals caterer, says she has had to 

reduce the numbers of meals she cooks each day from 

three to two as the economic crisis takes a hold on her 

family’s income. ©WFP/Josh Estey 

US$ 63M* 

https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sharethemeal/id977130010?aid=org.sharethemeal.app&cm=website&cn=permanent&cs=stmwebsite
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.sharethemeal.app&referrer=utm_source%3Dstmwebsite%26utm_medium%3Dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3Dpermanent
https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1
https://twitter.com/WFPSriLanka/status/1536961574577242113
https://twitter.com/WFPSriLanka/status/1536961574577242113
https://twitter.com/WFPSriLanka/status/1536961574577242113

