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Situation Report #2 

Highlights 

• Crops have failed, over a million livestock have died and an 

estimated 7.2 million people wake up hungry every day in 

southern and south-eastern Ethiopia as the Horn of Africa 

grapples with the most severe drought since 1981.  

 

• WFP is on the ground, aiming to support 3.5 million people 

with emergency food and nutrition assistance, school 

feeding programmes as well as climate change adaptation 

and resilience building activities.  
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provided with food 
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provided with school 
meals 

 

7.2 million drought-

affected people in 

need of food assistance 

in Ethiopia 

 

50,000 agro-

pastoralists reached 

with resilience building 

activities 

 

Ethiopia 

Drought Response 

Situation Overview 
 

Due to severe drought, shortages of water and pasture are devastating livelihoods, forcing families from their homes across three 

regions in southern and south-eastern Ethiopia. While the seasonal gu rains began erratically on 23 March, the food security situation 

in the drought affected areas is expected to persist after three consecutive failed rainy seasons have decimated crops and caused 

abnormally high livestock deaths. At least one million livestock deaths have already been reported in the Somali region alone due to 

lack of animal feed and water. The unusual migration of more than 40,000 households with over 1.4 million livestock has been 

reported in the Somali Region alone, as they search for water and green pasture. A significant portion of the livestock reportedly died 

along the way.  

 

WFP is already on the ground, supporting families with a combination of emergency relief and resilience building actions to save lives 

in the short-term and build resilience in the long-term.  

 

Food assistance is being delivered in the Somali Region, while malnourished children and mothers are treated with specialized 

nutritious foods. In addition, WFP has already supported 12,000 agro-pastoralists with seeds and fertilizers as well as trainings on 

small-scale, drought-resistant agricultural techniques and entrepreneurial skills to help them build a flourishing business and diversify 

their livelihoods.  

 

Meanwhile in the Oromia Region and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, WFP is delivering its specialized 

nutritious foods to address acute malnutrition concerns and providing nutritious school meals to children whose families have been 

affected by the drought. 

 

 

3.5 million people 

that WFP aims to 

support in its drought 

response plan  
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Food Assistance  

• Through a six-week Round cycle, WFP is providing food assistance to over 2.4 million people in the Somali Region, enabling 

affected populations to meet their immediate food needs.  

• WFP has completed 2021’s Round 5 distributions of food to those affected by the drought in the Somali Region – reaching all 

2.4 million people targeted. As of 14 April, WFP has reached over 1.9 million people with food assistance - 80 percent of the 

2022 Round 1 target of 2.4 million people. However, the amount of cereals distributed has been reduced due to severe 

funding constraints, bringing the food basket down from 15kgs to 12kgs per person.  

• Rounds 4 and 5 of cash distributions to over 500,000 drought affected people in the Somali Region are ongoing. 

Nutrition Assistance 

• Malnutrition in drought affected areas of Ethiopia has drastically increased in recent months. For example, in the Somali 

Region, the Global Acute Malnutrition rate of children under the age of five and pregnant and breastfeeding women and girls 

is 20 percent; two percent are suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition and 18 percent from Moderate Acute Malnutrition.  

• To treat the implications of drought, WFP will complement food relief with nutrition programming, providing specialized 

nutritious foods to malnourished children 6-59 months and pregnant and breastfeeding women in drought affected Somali, 

Oromia and SNNP regions.  

• In the Somali Region, WFP is currently working to provide nutrition support to over 600,000 people and is planning to scale up 

to reach an additional 368,000.  

• In the Oromia Region, WFP reached 58,586 people with nutrition support in January, 21,000 people in February and 24,000 

people in March.  

• In the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region, WFP reached 63,000 people with nutrition support in January, 41,000 

people in February and 33,000 people in March. 

• For prevention of wasting, WFP has been unable to carry out cash/nutrition top ups due to lack of funding. WFP is seeking US 

$16 million to support 81,500 vulnerable drought-hit households to reduces prevalence of acute malnutrition, and decrease 

the overall financial burden spent on nutrition programming.  

 

School Feeding  

• Due to the drought, more than 382,000 students in the Somali Region and 56,000 students in the Oromia Region have been 

missing school, either due to school closures or because their families need them to help generate income or care for their 

livestock during this critical time.   

• WFP’s school feeding programmes function as a social safety net, encouraging families to keep sending their children to school: 

in Ethiopia, the value of school meals is equivalent to approximately 10 percent of household income. When several children 

are enrolled in school, the provision of school meals can translate into substantial savings. In addition, nutritious school meals 

help students to focus during their classes and retain more during their education.  

• In the Oromia Region, WFP provided school meals to over 37,000 in children in January and 39,000 children in February. WFP 

then scaled up to reach 69,000 children across 168 schools in the region in March.  

 

 

WFP’s Drought Response in Ethiopia  
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School Feeding (continued) 

• In the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, WFP provided school meals to over 52,000 children in 153 

schools in January and February and scaled up to reach 57,000 children in March.  

• In the Somali Region, even though over 1,000 schools have been affected by the drought, WFP has been unable to carry out 

school feeding programmes due to lack of funding. WFP is seeking US $800,000 to support 50,000 school children in the 

most drought-affected areas of the region with school meals for an entire semester of education.  

 

Climate Adaptation and Resilience  

• WFP is supporting drought-affected communities of agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region to prepare for and manage 

climate shocks by providing microinsurance and helping boost their livelihoods: 

o Microinsurance against climate shocks: In the Somali Region, WFP is insuring over 28,000 agro-pastoralists’ livestock 

against extreme climate shocks, such as drought, through its Satellite Index Insurance for Pastoralists (SIIPE) 

programme. More than 25,000 families in the region, 90 percent of those WFP is supporting with the insurance, 

received a payout in late December to help them cope with the drought’s devastating impact. In total, US $900,000 

(42 million ETB) was distributed to the most affected.  In February and March, a second payout was triggered, 

through which another $900,000 (42 million ETB) was distributed to the most drought affected 25,000 agro-

pastoralists. Also through the SIIPE programme, WFP has strengthened the capacity of communities in the Somali 

Region to prepare for climate shocks before they turn into humanitarian disasters using early warning systems. In 

2021, WFP sent early warning messages about the drought to over 10,000 agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region 

and is looking to support more than 37,000 in the region with these messages in 2022. WFP is seeking an additional 

US $1.3 million to extend support through the SIIPE programme to a further 18,000 at-risk agro-pastoralists. 

o Boosting agro-pastoralist’s livelihoods: WFP provides support both on and off the farm to over 12,000 agro-

pastoralists in the Somali Region by helping them construct irrigation canals, conducting trainings on smart 

agricultural practices, providing agricultural inputs such as seeds and fertilizer and improving their access to 

markets where they can sell their produce.  

o Fostering savings and lending schemes: WFP also supports agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region to save, lend and 

invest money in their livestock and crop production through the establishment of Village Saving and Loan 

Associations (VSLAs); 600 of which have been established thus far. Financial literacy and small-scale entrepreneurial 

trainings are a critical part of the VSLAs.  

 

Logistics Cluster Support 

• The Logistics Cluster (led by WFP and the Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Commission) serves as a fundamental link 

between the logistics-related efforts of all humanitarian partners responding to the drought across Ethiopia. Through 

coordination the cluster streamlines logistics operations, improving efficiency and reducing duplication of efforts.  

• If US$ 1 million in funding is received, the Logistics Cluster would expand its reach in the Somali Region through the creation 

of logistics hubs as well as additional warehouse and transport capacity to support humanitarian partners responding to 

those affected by the drought. Additionally, humanitarian supplies would be prepositioned by the Logistics Cluster in areas 

with the highest needs or that may be subject to access constraints. 
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Funding Outlook 

Immediate and scaled-up assistance is critical to avoid a 

major humanitarian crisis in the drought-affected areas 

of Ethiopia and help communities become more resilient 

to extreme climate shocks. WFP urgently needs US $240 

million to provide this assistance over the next six 

months, responding to the needs of 3.5 million of the 

most drought-affected people. 

Donors (in alphabetical order): 

Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, France, Germany, 

Italy, Japan, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, UN Central Emergency Response 

Fund, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and 

the United States. 

Net Funding Requirements (April - September 2022) 

 

US $240 million  

Activity 1 (General Food 

Distributions) 

US $188 million 

Activity 2 (Nutrition Activities) US $44 million 

Activity 4 (School Feeding) US $1 million 

Activity 5 (Climate Adaptation 

and Resilience Building) 

US $6 million 

Logistics Cluster Services  US $1 million  

 

Contacts 

Claude Jibidar, WFP Ethiopia Representative & Country Director 

Jennifer Bitonde, WFP Ethiopia Deputy Country Director 

 

Adrienne Bolen, Reports Officer 

For further information, visit: 

www.wfp.org/countries/Ethiopia 
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