
On July 7th, 2016 a resurgence of ethnically-fueled 
conflict erupted in Juba South Sudan, forcing thousands 
of people to flee for their lives. By July 9th, the first 
group of these refugees 
started crossing the border 
intoUganda. By the end of 
August, 97,947 new South 
Sudanese refugees had been 
recorded in Uganda.

More than 875,655 South 
Sudanese refugees have now 
been received and registered in Uganda since the South 
Sudan civil war first began in December 2013. After the 
latest resurgence, UNHCR initially predicted that some 
300,000 new South Sudanese would enter Uganda by 
the end of 2017. However, within the first quarter of 
2017 alone, more than 180,000 new refugees had already 
settled. The original estimate was subsequently reviewed 
during an inter-agency meeting in March 2017 and the 
predicted number was increased to 400,000 refugees. 

Refugees are mainly fleeing from the West Equatorial 
region of South Sudan. The primary causes of their 
migration, as told to ADRA by the refugees themselves, 
are a lack of acute needs (such as food), targeted killings 
(people deemed as suspects), kidnapping, drugs, night 
attacks, and threats by armed groups. UN officials have 
also indicated that South Sudan is experiencing a total 
collapse of social and economic systems.

The UN and World Food Program (WFP) have officially 
declared localized famine in South Sudan, attributing it 
to the ongoing drought and the effects of three years of 
ethnic violence and brutal civil war. The majority of the 
new arrivals have now resettled in the West Nile region 
of Uganda.

Critical Gaps
 X Water access: Most settlements are only averaging 

11 liters per person per day; this is below the local 
UNHCR standard of 15 liters per person per day.

 X Latrines: For the majority of sites, latrine coverage 
is only 40% of what it should be. For new sites such 
as Palorinya and Imvepi, latrine coverage is even 
lower at 30%.

 X Livelihoods: Due to a lack of funding, there are 
currently very few organizations supporting this 
sector; a sector that enables refugees to provide food 
and a living for themselves and their families.

 X Protection: As a result of limited access to alternative 
sources of energy, women and girls have become 
victims of rape, defilement, and attacks as they walk 
over 10km from the settlement in search of firewood.

 X Protection/special needs: There are large numbers 
of children and adults with special needs that require 
additional assistance or considerations.

 X Environmental protection: Environmental 
degradation is occurring due to large scale tree 
destruction, mainly caused by the resettlement 
activities such as land clearing, construction 
materials, and wood for fuel (fires). Unfortunately, 
environmental protection and restoration activities 
struggle to gain long-term support from donors; and 
results in an ever growing need for assistance.

Uganda is Africa’s 
largest refugee 

hosting country 
with a total of 1.2 
million refugees.. 

It is also ranked in the top 3 
hosting nations in the world. 
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ADRA's work to alleviate suffering
ADRA Uganda is currently 
operating in a number of 
settlements. Bidibidi, located 
in the Yumbe District, is 
currently the world’s largest 
refugee camp, hosting 
almost 270,000 refugees. 
The recently opened Imvepi 
settlement is hosting another 
75,000 new arrivals located in 
Arua District. ADRA is also operating in the Adjumani 
district where 5 primary schools are currently hosting 
more than 340,000 refugees. 

ADRA Uganda, with support from its partners, is 
supporting the South Sudanese refugees with the 
following essential items and services:

WASH

 X Supporting the construction of 400 bathing facilities 
and 714 latrines, including 400 latrines for persons 
with a disability, as well as 2 blocks of pit latrines for 
schools and 2 for child friendly spaces (CFS).

 X Distribution of 500 Tippy taps (locally made 
hygiene/promotion/hand washing facilities).

 X Drilling and installation of 7 solar powered and 8 
hand pump wells, including maintenance training for 
13 new or existing water committees.

 X Construction of 15 water harvesting systems for 
institutions such as schools and health centers.

 X  Provision of 20 liters of water per person per day to 
32,200 beneficiaries. ADRA is utilizing boreholes and 
motorized wells, and has installed water distribution 
points and taps to provide the necessary water.

 X Training of more than 50 hygiene and sanitation 
volunteers to assist with sensitizing over 30,000 
refugees on good hygiene and sanitation practices.

 X Provision of more than 15,000 reusable dignity kits 
to women and girls.

 X Provision of effective microorganism toilet spray to 
200 households with a person of special need. The 
spray helps to kill germs to control disease outbreak.

Food Security

 X Establishment of home gardens to be used as a food 
source for 16,000 groups.

Protection and Psychosocial Support

 X Installation of 37 solar lights around public areas.

 X  Construction of 2 child friendly spaces, provision 
of play kits and learning materials for a total of 
4 centers, as well as psychosocial and counseling 
support services to refugee children.

 X Training for, and provision of stipends for, caregivers 
and volunteers of the CFS.

 X Training of 20 local female and male facilitators to 
sensitize 46,000 targeted beneficiaries on sexual and 
gender based violence (SGBV) issues. 

 X Dissemination of SGBV Information, Education and 
Communication (IEC) materials to 14,950 refugee & 
host community (RHC) households and institutions.

Environment Protection

 X  Campaigning for “Plant a Tree on Your Plot.” This 
campaign has already seen over 200 households plant 
at least one tree on their compound.

 X  Sensitization of over 60,000 refugees on 
environmental protection.

 X Mobilization of 10 RHC youth groups to train and 
facilitate 2,900 households to construct and use 
energy saving stoves. 1,000 of these target households 
has a person with special needs.

 X Dissemination of IEC materials to 14,950 refugees 
and hose community households and institutions.

 X Mobilization of 10 RHC youth groups to produce 
and supply safe and environmentally friendly charcoal 
briquettes from waste materials to 4,900 households.
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