
JOINT ASSESSMENT MISSION REPORT 

Garaya village, Um Dukhun locality (Central Darfur) 

18th February 2016 

 

 
MISSION PARTICIPANTS 
 
Mission Participants included representatives from TGH, IMC, IOM, HAC and WES. 
 

BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 
         As result of tribal conflict between Salamat and Misserya in Um Dukhun locality and Salmat and Taisha in 
South Darfur, mass population movement was caused in and out of the locality border either as IDPs in Um 
Dukhun town or as refugees to the neighboring Chad. After Chadian government decided to close Abu Gadam 
camp in January 2014 and proposed the transfer of the refugees to Karafe camp  located100 km from the border, 
majority of Abu Gadam camp refugees along with persons in refugee-like situation living outside camps decided 
to return to Sudan, motivated as well by the general improvement in the security situation. Returns started in 
January 2014 in the villages in Um Dukhun locality close to Chadian boarder. The main settlement is located in 
Moradaf, area where estimated 5994 HH refugee-returnees have settled. After initial interventions by Um Dukhun 
based INGOs since June, and assessment mission of UNHCR and COR in December 2015,  IOM DTM team is 
currently conducting registration in Moradaf.  
          

Garaya village is located in 32km south-west of Um Dukhun, in Um Dukhun locality, very close to the Chadian 
boarder from the west and nearly shared boarder with Central African Republic (CAR) 3km. As the most UM 
Dukhun locality villages it’s effected by tribal conflict in the locality caused mass displacement and insecurity. 
Before 2013, the population in Garya was estimated by 1000 HH( 6000 individuals), all  of them displaced to 
Chad as refugees, some of them registered in Abu Gadam refugees Camp with total population  22000 individual  
and the other living outside the camp in some villages and towns inside Chadian boarder  . 

MISSION OBJECTIVES 
 
1- To collect information regarding new arrivals of population in Garaya village. 
2- To assess the humanitarian situation and identify urgent needs of humanitarian assistance. 
3- Report the situation to state level humanitarian partners for response coordination. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
    In this mission different approaches used to get and collect information. These included situation report 
provided by HAC commissioner, Focus Group Discussion (FGD) with men and women from the community, 
informal interviews with a number of returnees and local leaders, random household visits, assessment of water 
sources available and water sampling for water quality tests.  
 



 
Group of women and children interviewed by mission team 

 
MISSION FINDINGS 
 
 Security Situation 
  
The overall operating situation of Um Dukhun has improved since the peace agreement signed between the two 
conflicting tribes Misserya and Salamat in 2014.  No major security incident connected to the inter-tribal conflict 
has threatened the achieved peace and stability. This improvement in the security situation enabled all Um 
Dukhun based humanitarian partners to expand their activities and assist beneficiaries in the furthest villages.  
 
Population Movements 
   
 
According to  the current mission assessment the population is estimated by 2000 HH (11000 individuals) among 
which only estimated  300 HH belong originally to Garaya and the other belong to Abu garadil area 3 km from 
Garaya and other surrounding villages. They have settled in Garaya waiting for the improvement of the security 
in the disputed areas of origin, as their return there could trigger tribal conflict.  According to the community 
leaders the number of population is expected to increase as 1300 HH are in their way from Chad to Garaya and 
new arrivals were observed at the moment of the visit. 
 
 

 
New arrival household constructing their shelter 



 
Needs of Refugees returnees and their situation 
 
The joint mission team visited and interviewed a number of returnees in the village and identified the main crucial 
needs of the returnees- considered as live-saving needs: Non Food Items and Shelter, Food, Water supply, 
Sanitation and Hygiene Facilities and access to Health Services and Education.  
 
 
 
 
 

Sectors Report: 

Water and Sanitation:  

The joint team assessed the water supply and sanitary situation in the village. Water supply sources and 
sanitation in general is very poor.  

The entire population depends only on traditional hand dug shallow wells (3-4m) depth which provides unsafe 
water for drinking and cooking purposes and in limited quantity. The two water samples taken from main water 
source that checked by TGH staff show the following:  

Sample 1:  turbidity 150 PH 6.6   F. coliforms FC/100ml 16 

Sample 2: turbidity 160 PH 6.5    F. coliforms FC/100ml 16 

    Both samples shows high turbidity as it is from shallow wells and not protected (see image), also the Bio- test 
resulted high numbers of coliforms due to contamination and bad hygienic practices, there for this sources are 
not fit for human consumption-drinking and cooking  as we notes numbers of diarrhea cases inside the 
community specially  among young children    .      

      Lack of latrines, particularly in the households near the wadi area and open defecation can increase the risk 
of water contamination and the spread of water-borne diseases.  Additionally, poor hygiene conditions are 
observed due to lack of sufficient availability water for hygiene purposes and lack of soap. High incidence of 
diarrhea vomits and eyes/skin problems in children were cited by the women in the community.  

The situation is expected to worsen during the coming months of dry hot season as the water available in the 
shallow wells is already scarce (slow recharge capacity ), the demand for water rises in this period and the 
population numbers are expected to increase with the new arrivals from Chad.  



 

Shallow open wells are the only available water source shared for human consumption and animals  
 
 
Health and Nutrition:  
 
    Health situation is poor in Garaya village with no nearby health facilities or clinics. People can only walk up to 
Um Dukhun clinic to access health services (32 km) and transportation means are rare. The situation will 
deteriorate during the rainy season when the area gets cut-off and traditional means of transportations like 
donkey carts are impeded. Children, elders and pregnant women are the groups at higher risk. According to the 
interviewed women they informed that there are high number of Diarrhea cases among  young children but they  
only use traditional local treatment as the nearest health facility in UM Dukhun 32 km . 

    The nutritional status of the under five children, pregnant and lactating women is of high concern too. The 
situation is also expected to worsen during the lean period food gap which is expected to be longer this year due 
to the poor harvest in 2015 rain-fed season.  
 
Food & Livelihood:  
 
Most returnees depend on agriculture activities. According to the interviewed people in Chad they had difficulties 
to access land and some of them cultivated in Garaya area during 2015 rain-fed season whilst their families 
remained in Chad. Harvest of groundnut and okra, main cash crop was very poor.  Current income activities are 
collecting grass and firewood to sale in markets in Um Dukhun locality or Chad. Support for seeds and tools as 
well as other livelihood activities is highly demanded by the community.  
 
 
Education:  
 
    In FGD people indicated that more than 3000 children in school age, without access to education some of 
them attend school before the conflict in 2013 , and most of them currently attend Khalwa by studding Koran . 
 
 
NFIs & Shelters:  
 
Due to tribal conflict and huge displacement to Chad all displaced people lost their items as many houses were 
looted and burned. Currently majority of returnees depend on temporary shelters made from grass and wood 
sticks. Majority have plastic sheeting of UNHCR received three years ago in the camp in Chad. They are old and 
deteriorated and not suitable for rain protection.  As many find difficulties to get grass and plastic sheeting to  



construct the shelters they share space with relatives. Renewal of plastic sheeting and other non-food items is 
needed for those households registered in the camps and that had received assistance there on their arrival in 
2013. For those returnees that were living in refugee-like situations but that where not registered in the camps 
non-food items and shelters are more needed, especially for those persons with special needs and that will be 
more affected by the upcoming rainy season.  
 
 
Recommendations: 
 

1- Returnee’s registration by IOM with collaboration of Um Dukhun based INGOs highly recommended to 
verify and specify accurate number of new arrivals and to enable humanitarian agencies to provide 
required assistance.  
 

2- Um Dukhun based INGOs in coordination with HAC and local line ministries representatives should 
develop an emergency response plan in key sectors of WASH, NFI & Sheter, Health and Nutrition 
considering the available resources for immediate response to save lives and to mobilize additional 
resources to fill the current gaps and as a preparedness mechanism in an anticipation for further new 
arrivals expected. 
 

3- Work closely with HAC to effectively mobilize and involve line ministries particularly MoH, MoE and 
NNGOs in the response plans in their respective sectors. 

 
4- NFIs & Shelter highly recommended protecting and preserving the health and life of the children, 

women, elders and people with disabilities in the returnee villages. 
 

5- WES in conjunction with other local & state level WASH operating partners plan a response strategy in 
water supply and hygiene and sanitation.  

6- Nutrition cluster in collaboration with sector partner UNICEF/MoH/WFP is encouraged to plan for MUAC 
screening program to rapidly determine the nutritional status of the children under five. 

 
 
Participants’ contacts   

 
Name Agency Email Address Phone number 

Yousif Ibrahim Yousif TGH  basemanager.umd@trianglegh.org 0918299219 

Muhi Aldeen Adam IOM msaeed@iom.net 0122135333 

Jumma Arbab IMC jarbab@internationalmedicalcrops.org 0912137427 

Osam Aldeen Hamid WES Esamomer005@gmail.com 0918184897 

Hassan Abakar HAC  0911499073 

    

    

    

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	UNFIs & Shelters:
	Due to tribal conflict and huge displacement to Chad all displaced people lost their items as many houses were looted and burned. Currently majority of returnees depend on temporary shelters made from grass and wood sticks. Majority have plastic sheet...
	URecommendations:
	4- NFIs & Shelter highly recommended protecting and preserving the health and life of the children, women, elders and people with disabilities in the returnee villages.

