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COVID-19 SUPPLY CHAIN   
AND MARKETS UPDATE 
Economic Conditions
Petrol prices increased whilst diesel and 
kerosene prices dropped compared to 
last month: According to the Energy and 
Petroleum Regulatory Authority, the price 
of super petrol increased by KES 5.77, while 
prices of diesel and kerosene dropped by 
KES 3.80 and KES 17.31 per litre, respectively. 
Super petrol is now retailing at KES 89.10 in 
Nairobi. The changes are effective from 15th 
June to 14th July 2020. The computation of 

pump prices considered the changes effected 
by the Tax Laws (Amendment) Act of 2020.

Kenya currency exchange rate: As of 
Thursday 18th June, Kenya’s currency was 
KES 3.90 weaker to the US Dollar compared 
to 13th March when the first COVID-19 
case was reported in the country. The rate 
remained stable as compared to the previous 
week, when the Kenyan Shilling closed at 
106.60 against the Dollar. Kenya is a net 
commodity importer, so a weaker shilling 
makes commodity imports expensive. 
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Figure 1: Kenya’s exchange rate to the US Dollar. Source: Central Bank of Kenya
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Farmgate and Wholesale Prices

The Farm to Market Alliance (FtMA), through the Cereal 
Growers Association, continues to monitor farmgate and 
wholesale maize, potato, rice and green gram prices across 
18 counties.1 

Weekly price trends in counties monitored by FtMA: 
Farmgate and wholesale prices of potato, rice and green 
grams remained at the same level compared to last 
week throughout all the counties monitored. Only maize 
recorded prices changes. Table 1 shows counties where 
maize price changes were recorded compared to last week.

1 Busia, Elgeyo Marakwet, Embu, Homa Bay, Kakamega, Kisumu, Kitui, 
Laikipia, Makueni, Meru, Migori, Nakuru, Narok (Transmara), Nyandarua, 
Siaya, Tharaka Nithi, Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu.

© WFP/Selina Lokurukanangeyo

Farmgate and Wholesale   
Price Trends
WFP continues to actively contribute to the 
food security and price monitoring efforts 
of the Kenyan Government through the 
Food Security ‘War Room’ under Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and 
Cooperatives leadership, which aims to 
alleviate risks associated with rising food 
insecurity, as the country grapples with 
controlling the spread of COVID-19. WFP is 
also supporting the county food security 
situation rooms to monitor and report on 
the food security situation on a weekly 
basis.

Week ending 
May 29th 

Week ending 
June 5th 

% Change
Week ending 

May 29th 
Week ending 

June 5th 
% Change

Narok (Transmara) 2900 3100 7% 3200 3400 6%
UasinGishu and TransNzoia 2900 2900 0% 3100 3000 -3%
Nyandarua 2700 2800 4% 3100 3200 3%

County
Farmgate* price (90 Kg bag) Wholesale** price (90 Kg bag)

MAIZE

Week ending 
May 29th 

Week ending 
June 5th 

% Change Week ending 
May 29th 

Week ending 
June 5th 

% Change

Nakuru 2850 2900 2% 3000 3100 3% Change Price trend Sign
Meru 2400 3200 2800 -13% < -5% Decreasing
Nyandarua 2700 3100 3100 0% >= -5% and < 5% Stable
Laikipia 2800 3000 3300 10% >= 5% and < 10% Slight Increase
Kitui 2250 2500 11% 3150 3100 -2% >= 10% Increasing
Makueni 2250 2250 0% 3150 3100 -2%

% Change % Change
Meru 1400 1500 7% 1700 1800 6%
Nyandarua 1500 1300 -13% 2500 2400 -4%

% Change % Change
Tharaka-Nithi 6000 6000 0% 6300 6750 7%
Meru 6000 6000 0% 6300 6750 7%

Farmgate price (90 Kg bag) Wholesale price (90 Kg bag)

Farmgate price (50 Kg bag) Wholesale price (50 Kg bag)

KEY: Price trends interpretation 

GREENGRAMS

Wholesale** price (90 Kg bag)Farmgate* price (90 Kg bag)

County

MAIZE

POTATOTable 1: Monitored counties with changes in farmgate 
and wholesale maize prices as of 16th June compared to 
previous week

*Farmgate price: price at which farmer sells to the collector/aggregator

**Wholesale price: the price buyers are paying at the market

Source: Farm to Market Alliance through the Cereal Growers Association

Maize: Narok (Transmara) recorded a 7 percent 
increase in farmgate prices as farmers are clearing 
their last stock in preparation for the next harvest, 
which is expected to start in a month’s time. The 
6 percent rise in wholesale maize prices in Narok 
is attributed to low supply as demand increases. 
In Uasin Gishu and Trans Nzoia, prices marginally 
dropped as millers are not buying due to low 
volumes available from farmers; within the week, 
local traders were buying at KES 3,000 per 90 kg bag. 

Compared to last week, prices in Nyandarua County 
increased marginally.

Potatoes: Compared to last week, no change 
is observed in the monitored counties: Elgeyo 
Marakwet, Meru, Nakuru and Nyandarua.

Rice: No change is observed in the monitored 
counties: Busia and Kisumu.

Green grams: No change is observed in the 
monitored counties: Meru and Tharaka Nithi.

Retail Price Trends
Weekly Retail Price Trends in the Arid Regions

Weekly trends show that in all counties monitored,2  
prices generally remained stable or dropped 
compared to the previous week. However, price 
increases of more than 10 percent for wheat flour, 
beans, salt, potatoes and bulb onions were recorded 
in some counties. Figure 2 shows the changes in 
retail prices.

2 Baringo, Garissa, Isiolo, Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir.
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Retail Prices and Supply Situation in   
Marsabit County 

 In Marsabit town the price of food commodities 
remained stable or dropped, with the exception 
of wheat flour, cabbage and bulb onions.

 In Loyangalani, the price of food commodities 
remained stable; however the price of rice 
increased from KES 100 to KES 120 per kg as 
compared to last week.

 In Moyale the wholesale price of a 20 litre 
jerrycan of cooking oil (Salit brand) reduced 
to KES 2,400 from KES 2,800, attributed to 
increased informal cross-border inflows from 
Somalia through the Mandera border.

 The price of processed food commodities in 
Laisamis remained stable. The price of fresh 
foods also remained stable except for potatoes, 
which increased. A 50 kg bag of potatoes rose 
from KES 2,300 last week to KES 2,700, attributed 
to low supply from Meru. Each trader in Meru 
supply market was restricted to selling 10 bags 
per day to avoid crowding in the market.

 Supply of food commodities in Marsabit town 
and other remote markets in the county 
remained stable from last week. Fresh foods are 
being sourced mainly from Meru, Isiolo and local 
producers (in that order). Cereals and pulses are 
primarily being sourced from Meru town. Some 
traders have identified Nyahururu as a new 
supply market, and it is serving as a secondary 
source. Processed foods are still being sourced 
from Nairobi, with the supply remaining stable. 
Demand for high-value commodities remains 
low due to the prevailing low purchasing power 
as a result of COVID-19.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in   
Lodwar Town

 Prices of food commodities displayed mixed 
trends. Prices of cooking oil and sugar remained 
stable, while those of maize grain, maize flour, 

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in   
Marigat Town

 Availability and supply of commodities in the 
market was stable during the week with no 
notable changes. 

 Prices of all commodities remained as 
reported last week except for beans, whose 
retail price increased by 20 percent. This is 
attributed to reduced supply from Uganda 
due to delays in clearance at the border.

 The maize in the market this week was from 
in-country sources. The inflows from Tanzania 
were affected by the border restrictions.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in   
Isiolo Town 

 Supply of processed commodities is stable. 
Commodities are readily available, with 
minimal price fluctuations. 

 Notable price reductions were observed in 
the wholesale prices of maize (10 percent), 
sorghum (6 percent), green beans (14 
percent) and tomatoes (33 percent). There 
is a shortage of dry beans; however, traders 
are sourcing green beans directly from local 
farmers, who are harvesting their first crops. 

 There is an increase in the supply of tomatoes 
from Meru County and from local farmers, 
but there is still a shortage of onions due 
to the ongoing rains in neighbouring 
source counties, which have affected onion 
production.

 A 50 kg bag of potatoes is retailing at KES 
3,000 compared to last week’s KES 2,200. 
The 36 percent  rise is attributed to reduced 
inflow from Nyeri and Nyandarua counties. 

 Traders reported lower returns linked to 
reduced purchasing power and low customer 
numbers in the markets despite longer trading 
hours after revision of the curfew hours.
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Figure 2: Retail price changes in the arid counties. Source: WFP Monitoring
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wheat flour, rice, beans, and milk (UHT) dropped, 
attributed to smooth supply from Kitale and 
Uganda. 

 The price of salt, potatoes, bulb onions and 
tomatoes increased due to reduced supply. 
Traders are embracing spring onions to cover the 
bulb onion shortage, with a bunch of spring onions 
retailing at KES 25.

 Though moderate rainfall was experienced in 
Lodwar, supply of food commodities from Kitale 
and Uganda through Moroto border was not 
hampered. Availability and access to regular food 
commodities and fresh produce has remained 
stable in Lodwar.

 The prices of major farm inputs such as seeds, 
pesticides and farm tools remained stable. Due 
to the ongoing short rains, farmers are planting 
more, increasing the demand for seeds.

 There is an increase of feed prices, which is 
attributed to the high cost of feed ingredients.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in   
Garissa Town

 Compared to last week, prices for all key 
commodities remained stable or dropped, with the 
exception of beans, which recorded a 20 percent 
increase due to supply shortages.

 Primary and secondary roads in the entire county 
remained passable, and there was a smooth flow 
of goods from source markets.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Wajir Town

 Except for rice and bulb onions, whose prices 
slightly increased compared to last week, prices 
for all other key commodities remained stable or 
dropped.

 Moyale, Mandera and Isiolo were the main 
suppliers of dry cereal grains.

 Other than powder milk and brown sugar, which 
were sourced from Somalia, all other processed 
food commodities were sourced from Nairobi.

 Meru was the main source of fresh plant produce, 
and all fresh animal products were sourced locally. 

 Beef remained unavailable in the market since it is 
less preferred than goat and camel meat.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Kakuma Camp 
and Kalobeyei Settlement (average)

Figure 3: Price trends for key commodities in Kakuma camp and 
Kalobeyei settlement. Source: WFP Price Monitoring

 There is stable commodity flow and availability into 
all the markets in Kakuma camp and Kalobeyei 
settlement.

 Compared to last week, bean supply and availability 
from Kitale has improved, with a drop in wholesale 
price by 4 percent to KES 4,300 per 45 kg bag.

 The availability of potatoes has also increased, with the 
wholesale price ranging from KES 1,800 for a 50 kg bag 
to KES 2,000 for a 60 kg bag.

 Cabbage supply is high, with a retail price of KES 80 
to KES 100 for a medium piece.

 Onion supply has slightly improved from last week 
with supplies from Tanzania. Onions currently retail 
at KES 120 per kg, a 25 percent reduction from last 
week.

 There is high and steady supply and availability of 
fruits and vegetables (kale and cabbage) from Kitale.

 Maize flour and wheat flour prices were stable 
compared to last week; wholesale prices for a 24 kg 
bale were KES 1,400 and KES 1,300, respectively.

Retail Prices and Supply Situation in Dadaab 
Refugee Camp

Figure 4: Price trends for key commodities in Dadaab camp. 
Source: WFP Price Monitoring
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 The markets were well supplied with key food 
commodities and no shortages reported. Trade 
flow has continued uninterrupted during the 
week.

 There was an increase in the flow of goods from 
source markets and notable price reductions for 
sugar and onions. The wholesale price of sugar 
reduced by 5 percent to KES 3,500 per 50 kg bag. 
Onions sourced from suppliers in Moyale and 
Nairobi decreased in price by 14 percent to KES 
140 per kg compared to last week. 

 Prices for cereals have remained stable except 
from maize, which increased by 7 percent 
compared to last week. Bean supply has 
remained low, maintaining a high wholesale 
price of KES 4,500 for a 45 kg bag. 

 Red beans were still scarce in the market as 
reported last week and were retailing at KES 120 
per kg.

 To ensure consistency of supplies, traders 
reported that they financed their businesses 
using own savings or by borrowing from 
relatives, while substantial amounts of goods 
are being delivered on credit by suppliers. They 
also reported that business operation costs 
had increased due to the implementation of 
COVID-9 prevention mechanisms such as social 
distancing and the required use of personal 
protective equipment. 

 Traders and beneficiaries are making use of 
social media (Whats App) to share market 
information; a sizeable number of consumers 
use it to acquire information and goods.

Port Operations
Vessels at the port of Mombasa continue to arrive 
and discharge without any major delays. The port 
is still fully operational and working 24/7 over three 
shifts. No bagging is allowed inside Mombasa port. 
This limits flexibility of operations and reduces cost 
efficiency as WFP cannot conduct direct deliveries 
for charter vessels, which takes place when there is 
bagging inside the port.

WFP tonnage through Mombasa corridor has 
decreased, mainly because WFP South Sudan is using 
their northern corridor. From January to May, the 
WFP Mombasa corridor has moved 62,607 mt. In 
2019, WFP moved 244,347 mt through the Mombasa 
corridor.

M.V. Universal Durban carrying 15,000 mt of bagged 
rice for WFP Kenya and Uganda is expected to arrive 
on 22nd June in Mombasa. Plans are underway to 
dispatch at least 2,000 mt directly from the vessel to 
Tororo in Uganda.

Despite COVID-19 and global trader challenges 
worldwide resulting in a slowdown of trade, the 
port of Mombasa continues to operate without 
major problems. The Kenya Ports Authority target 
of annual container throughput in 2020 was 1.49 
million containers. In 2019, the port handled a record 
1.42 million containers, the highest in all years of 
operation. During March and April 2020, the port 
handled 238,169 containers compared to 226,413 in 
2019. In May 2020, the number of containers handled 
decreased by 17 percent.

© WFP/Alessandro Abbonizio
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Kenya and East African 
Community Border Operations
WFP continues to closely monitor the Kenyan 
borders.

Lokichoggio/Nadapal (Kenya-South Sudan 
border): Normal operations have been reported 
with an average of 20-25 trucks being cleared per 
month as compared to 15-20 in the months prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  All trucks are moving in 
a convoy and must have armed security personnel 
escorts.

Moyale (Kenya-Ethiopia border): The border 
remains closed to human traffic. Humanitarian and 
essential goods trucks are crossing; however, drivers 
must quarantine for 14 days after crossing the 
border.

Mandera (Kenya-Somalia border): This border 
remains officially closed.

Malaba (Kenya-Uganda): The border has 
started improving. However, there is still a delay 
experienced by truck drivers in getting COVID-19 
certificates of approximately five days. As a work 
around, truck drivers are being tested at the 
Ugandan side of the border by the Ugandan Ministry 
of Health, with the results being given in 24 hours. 

Busia and Lwakhakha (Kenya-Uganda): These 
two border crossings are now operating smoothly 
with no queues.  

Namanga (Kenya-Tanzania): This is the major 
border crossing station between the two countries. 

The Tanzanian and Kenyan governments agreed 
on its re-opening on the condition that all truck 
drivers adhere to the mandatory testing.  Trucks 
started moving on Tuesday 16th June 2020, and 
the decongestion is easing.

Lunga Lunga, Taveta, Isebania, Loitokitok 
(Kenya-Tanzania): These four borders partially 
reopened on Tuesday 16th June 2020 with the 
condition of transhipment at the border or that 
drivers work in a relays – a Kenyan driver gives the 
truck to a Tanzanian driver who carries on with 
the consignment in Tanzania and vice versa. WFP 
uses the Lunga Lunga border crossing to deliver to 
Tanzania and Burundi operations, and dispatches 
to both counties have still not resumed.

Transport Operations
Inland and Overland Transport 

Inland transport operations are smooth. WFP 
is supporting the Government of Kenya in four 
counties (Garissa, Mandera, Tana River and 
Turkana) with 1,000 mt of relief food assistance 
for 8,000 households affected by flooding . WFP 
started deliveries on 15th June and expects to 
complete by 22nd June. Some locations in Tana 
River may not be accessible by road, and WFP is 
ready to assist with the use of boats if needed.

Additional support was also given by WFP to 
Garissa County for the flood response to deliver 
136 mt of rice to affected areas using 6x6 and 
normal trucks. 

© Trademark EA  - Malaba Border
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Overland transport deliveries from Mombasa 
and Nairobi are increasing. Some 700 mt per 
week have been delivered in the past two weeks, 
compared to 200 mt in the first week of June. Delays 
for drivers obtaining COVID-19 certificates are 
ongoing, impacting the availability of trucks.  Truck 
turnaround time is still high compared to the pre-
COVID-19 period, with an average of 5-10 days for 
the main overland destinations in Uganda due to the 
border delays at Malaba, mainly due to insufficient 
testing kits for the drivers. 

The second convoy from Mombasa to Kaopeta in 
South Sudan is moving through the Lokichoggio/
Nadapal border crossing. Fifteen trucks are at 
Lokichoggio waiting for customs paperwork, with an 
additional four trucks en route. The 19 trucks loaded 
with 534 mt of assorted food commodities are 
expected to cross the Nadapal border on 20th June.

Air Transport

The following movement restrictions are still in force 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic: 

 movement of persons into and out of Nairobi 
metropolitan area, Mombasa County and 
Mandera County until 6th July 2020;

 international and national passenger flights until 
6th July 2020;

 night curfew from 2100hrs to 0400hrs 
countrywide until 6th July 2020.

UNHAS (United Nations Humanitarian Air Services): 
Weekly flights are schedule on Monday, although this week 
the flight from Wilson airport to Kakuma was postponed 
to Thursday 18th June due to late cargo booking. The flight 
to Dadaab was cancelled as insufficient cargo was booked. 
Some 2,002 kg of cargo was transported on 18th June to 
Kakuma serving 12 user agencies/NGOs.

© Adam Geelle - Garissa Town.

©  Charlie Lambropoulos
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UNHAS-managed ECHO flight: This flight operated 
on Monday 12th June. Some 6,513 kg of cargo was 
transported in the week, and four user agencies/
NGOs were served.

WFP Global Passenger Service: Two Global 
Passenger Service flights operated from Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport to Addis Ababa 
and back within the week. On 13th June 57 
passengers from 23 agencies/NGOs flew. On 18th 
June, 62 passengers from 27 agencies/NGOs were 
served. For additional information on WFP Global 
Passenger Service schedules, please go to https://
humanitarianbooking.wfp.org/en/wfp-aviation/

National Supply Chain Task Force 
and Service Provision

The Ministry of Health received the long-awaited 326,000 
test kits on 11th June, which have been distributed to all 
facilities. 

The Ministry of Health is digitalising all laboratories to 
enable more efficient information management, ensuring 
that test results are timely. To date, 10 laboratories have 
been digitalized and the process for all others is ongoing. 
The aim is to ensure that all the current backlogged tests 
in Nairobi (over 3,000) and the rest of the country (over 
1,500) will be processed before the end of this week.

If you would like more 
information, please contact 
antonio.salort-pons@wfp.org  or
lara.fossi@wfp.org

© DAC Aviation/Darcy Mukendi


