
 

I. General Overview  
 

The Ministry of Education reported that up to 254 schools or approximately 4.5% of all secondary 
schools have been affected by student riots and unrest over the last two months.  The unrest has 
included arson and other violent acts. 163 schools remain closed due to the severity of the 
disruption. The majority of the schools affected are in Central and Rift Valley Provinces. Local 
media reports several causes for the school violence including the use of mock exam test results to 
normalize district reporting when there is widespread cheating on examinations.  Criticism of 
systemic problems with the education sector include: corruption in the system, particularly related 
to the placement of teachers; teachers’ failure to discipline children; and no clear articulation of 
children’s rights.  The Government has speculated that the violence at schools could be linked to 
the recent post-elections violence (PEV) and further signalling widespread frustration with formal 
means to report complaints. 
 
The Ministry of Education is preparing a Manual of Safety, a Manual of Peace and a Management 
Manual designed to help clarify rules, codes of conduct and disciplinary measures.  
(For the Government statements on the issue see: 
http://www.communication.go.ke/media.asp?id=658  and 
http://www.communication.go.ke/media.asp?id=655) 
 

The first ever Kenya AIDS Indicator Survey reported 
that Kenya's HIV prevalence rate is growing by 
more than a quarter per cent a year and there are 
now nearly one and a half million Kenyans living 
with AIDS, 70% of whom are in rural areas. The 
survey that was carried out by the National 
Aids/STD Control Programme (NASCOP) found that 
four out of five HIV positive Kenyans are unaware of 
their status, while two thirds of Kenyans have never 
been tested. More Kenyans are living with HIV, but 
the rate of infection is virtually unchanged and the 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• The Kenya AIDS Indicator Survey reported that Kenya's HIV prevalence rate has grown by 
more than a quarter per cent a year to 7.8%. Nearly one and a half million Kenyans live with 
AIDS. 

• The Kenya Red Cross Society reported that there were 22,538 IDPs in 46 IDP camps as of 25 
July. Interagency assessments and reports by the WASH Cluster have recorded a total of 
98,223 IDPs in 132 transit sites. 

• Increasing numbers of children are being left in IDP camps to continue their schooling 
while parents return to pre-displacement areas, according to the Education Cluster. 

• FEWS NET reports that the food security of pastoralists in the northwest and northeast is 
likely to worsen through October. 

 
The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the 
field, from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. It does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 

One of the scarce waterholes in Turkana district, which 
pastoralists anticipate will be dry by September.  See p. 2 
for more information on pastoralist food security. 
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increase in HIV patients is due to wider use of life-prolonging drugs. Prime Minister Raila Odinga 
noted that prevention efforts must be doubled to help prevent new infections. He further highlighted 
that for every two people put on treatment, five are newly infected with HIV due in part to lack of 
information on the disease and a low rate of condom use.  (For the Government’s statement on the Survey see: 
http://www.communication.go.ke/media.asp?id=662) 
 
The Constitution and Reform Education Consortium monitored the run up to the 2007 General 
Elections in 49 constituencies, in seven provinces.  Their findings cited use of propaganda and 
hate speech during campaigns by politicians, their supporters and the media, having greatly 
contributed to the post election violence (PEV).  (For CRECO’s full report see: http://www.crecokenya.org/) 
 

The Small Arms Survey reports that Turkana North district 
is in one of the most conflict-prone regions in the East and 
Horn of Africa, from a household survey conducted in the 
region in mid-2007.   

Predominately due to cattle rusting 
and a proliferation of firearms, both the 
actual and perceived levels of 
insecurity were high in the district.  
Notably, there was more insecurity in 
the Kenyan district than over the 
border in neighbouring Sudan, which 
is recovering a 21-year civil war.   
Factors cited as contributing to 
increased conflict and insecurity 
includes competition for land and 
natural resources, inter-ethnic rivalry 
and poor governance.   
(For a full copy of the report see: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2008.nsf/FilesBy
RWDocUnidFilename/EVOD-7GVH4A-
full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf) 
 
 
 
II. Humanitarian Situation  

Food Security  

According to a FEWS NET report, food security prospects have improved in several areas of the 
eastern pastoral districts due to sufficient, though erratic, rains.  However, the food security of 
pastoralists in the northwest and north-east of Kenya is likely to worsen through October.   
Specifically, poor rains, the continued affect of Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), conflict, and 
exceptionally high increases in food prices have negatively affected Turkana, West Pokot, Laikipia, 
Baringo and most parts of Marsabit and Samburu districts.  The long rains were poorly distributed 
in these areas, resulting in variable pastoral conditions.  Therefore, livestock health has declined 
and there have been early migrations in the northwest in search of pasture.  PPR continues to 
affect small livestock in Samburu, Turkana and west Pokot districts, and the Government’s 
vaccination campaign reportedly only has stocks for less than 20% of the livestock at risk of 
contracting the disease.  Further aggravating the situation, sustained conflict has created ‘no-go’ 
zones, thereby closing markets and increasing the concentration of livestock in northern Samburu 
district, the border areas of Turkana district and northern and eastern Marsabit district.  These 
factors have all led to a decline in livestock prices by 5-8%, and therefore caused a decrease in the 
value of pastoralists’ assets, in Marsabit, Samburu, Kajiado, Isiolo, Narok, West Pokot and 
Laikipia. 
 

80% of respondents to the Small Arms Survey in 
Turkana North said that security in their village 
was not good enough; almost 70% of villagers 
reportedly felt ‘quite to very unsafe’ walking 
alone to the market during daylight hours.   

Source:  Small Arms Survey, Kenya. 2007. 
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FEWS NET also reported 
that maize production in 
2008 is expected to be 
approximately 12% less 
than in 2007 due to 
insufficient and erratic rains 
in the central highlands and 
erratic rains in southern 
parts of the Rift Valley 
highlands.  A 30% increase 
in the costs of agricultural 
inputs is cited for reducing 
the area under cultivation 
as well as declining 
productivity. A rapid 
assessment conducted by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
(MoA) in Central, Nyanza, 
Western and Rift Valley 
provinces revealed mixed 
crop conditions and 
indicated that production 
levels during the long rains 
season will be reduced; the 
MoA has projected that 2.3 MTs of maize will be harvested after the long-rains season, which is 
220,000 MTs less than the 2007 harvest and 280,000 MTs less than the three-year average 
harvest.  The Kenya Food Security Steering Group is currently undertaking an assessment of the 
effect of the long rains on food security.  (For FEWSNET’s full report see: 
http://www.fews.net/pages/country.aspx?gb=ke&l=en) 
 
Health 

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that the cholera outbreak in Nyanza Province has 
led to 1,950 suspected cases and 81 related deaths.  Eight districts have been affected by the 
outbreak with Kisumu East district the worst affected. The Ministry of Health (MoH) and WHO are 
leading a multi-sectoral response while the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) and UNICEF, CARE 
and World Vision are implementing prevention and control measures.  
 
The KRCS reported that over 80% of cholera transmission is attributable to lack of access to safe 
drinking water and contaminated domestic water. When tested, 75% of the main water 
sources/collection points in Kisumu and Nyando districts were contaminated. The MoH is currently 
mapping water sources/points which require chlorination/treatment and partners are promoting of 
household water treatment. Latrines are being disinfected and emptied while hygienic behaviours 
are also being promoted. The MoH is also discouraging the selling of food in open market. (For 
WHO’s report on East Africa see: http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/EGUA-7GVMJ6?OpenDocument&RSS20=02-P) 

Mount Elgon  

Human Rights Watch reported that the residents of Mount Elgon have been twice victimized during 
conflict between Kenyan security forces and the Sabaot Land Defence Force (SLDF).  In a report 
released on 28 July, it was noted that both the Government and the SLDF have been responsible 
for serious human rights abuses.  The SLDF is allegedly responsible for killing more than 600 
people, kidnapping, torturing and raping.  The Government is accused of at least 72 deaths and 
the disappearance of 34 people from the region since their security operation to rout the SLDF 
began in the region on 9 March.  The Kenyan Government has denied that any torture or extra-
judicial killings took place and has tasked the police to look into these allegations.  
 

Source: FEWS NET July Report. 
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The Kenya Red Cross Society 
(KRCS) reported that their access to 
the region remains unrestricted and 
they are able to serve a population of 
45,000 who had been displaced by 
the conflict, as well as returning 
populations.  Interventions include 
the provision of food assistance and 
non-food relief items, distribution of 
seeds and tools, and the provision of 
health, water and sanitation services. 
KRCS has also facilitated the 
reunification of 23 unaccompanied 
minors with their parents after 
hundreds of children were separated 
from their parents as a result of the 
clashes.  
(For a full copy of Human Rights Watch’s Report 
See:  www.hrw.org) 
 

Security  

The UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) reported that World Vision staff were caught 
in cross-fire related to an attempted robbery of a herdsman on 16 July in Lomelo division, Tukana 
district.  The herder sustained injuries but the staff-members were not injured.  Lomelo division 
remains a “no-go zone” until further notice. 
 
Population Movements and Displacement Trends  
 
The KRCS reported that there were 22,538 IDPs in 46 IDP camps as of 25 July. Interagency 
assessments and reports by the WASH Cluster have recorded a total of 98,223 IDPs in 132 transit 
sites.  (A map of certain transit sites can be found online at: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya/).  As of 
20 July, the Government reported that 221,231 IDPs had returned to pre-displacement areas 
(including transit sites). 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Human Rights Watch, “’All the men have Gone’: War Crimes in 
Kenya’s Mount Elgon District.”  July 2008. 
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South Rift Valley 

 
 

IDP movements in the South Rift increased over the reporting period, and due to increased 
consultation between Government, agencies and partners, movements were generally better 
planned and coordinated.  Return efforts have been complemented by peace and reconciliation 
efforts, particularly in Nakuru Central, Nakuru North and Kipkelion districts.   
 
Nakuru District 
The Afraha Stadium IDP camp was closed on 20 July after 1,387 IDPs had been provided the Ksh 
10,000 (USD 166) “resettlement assistance” and transport to their preferred destinations in 
Kakamega, Busia, Butere, Kisumu, Eldoret, Kaptembwa and Nakuru districts.  The authorities are 
now following up on a small caseload of IDPs who claimed that they were not included in 
Government registries and remained camping outside the DC’s office awaiting payment. 

A total of 6,157 IDPs returned from Nakuru ASK Showground IDP to Kericho, Kipkelion, Molo and 
Uasin Ngishu districts during the reporting period.  

There were also spontaneous returns of IDPs who had been living in communities in the district, 
but numbers of those who returned were not available, as they were not facilitated by the 
Government. 
 
Naivasha District 
 
Returns from the Naivasha Stadium IDP camp started on 23 July and are ongoing.  During the 
reporting period, 450 families returned to Uasin Gishu, Molo, Narok and Naivasha districts. 
 
North Rift Valley 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IDP Camps IDP Camp 
Population 

Change from 8 July 

27 17,290 Decrease in IDP 
camp population by 
6,445, decrease in 
IDP camps by 4. 

District Number of 
Transit Sites 

Population in 
Transit Sites  

Molo 54 37,971 
Narok South 9 2,000 
Total 63  39,971 

IDP 
Camps 

IDP Camp 
Population 

Change Since 8 July 

4 26,400 IDP Camps reduced by 30 
IDP camp population 
reduced by 21,736 

District Number of 
Transit 
Sites 

Population in 
Transit Sites as 
of 21 July 

Uasin Gishu 34* 20,810 
Trans Nzoia 
West 

9 16,033 

Trans Nzoia 
East 

1  306 

Koibatek 7 5,313 
Kwanza 13 10,151 
Nandi North 1 430 
Mount Elgon 1 1242 
Marakwet 
West 

3 3,967 

Total 69 59,252 

Source, Kenya Red Cross, 25 July 
Source, Inter-agency assessment 10-11 June. 

Source, Kenya Red Cross, 21 July 
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Intensified rains have reduced IDP movements in the North Rift due to impassable roads and 
reduced access to some return areas.  The cold and wet weather is also raising health concerns as 
many IDPs in transit sites lack adequate shelter.  Exposure to hash elements is increasing the 
number of acute respiratory infections among the IDP population.  Humanitarian partners are 
providing NFIs and shelter to accessible areas; however, resources are limited. 
 
Uasin Gishu District 
 
Based on the findings of the Multi-Cluster Inter-
Agency assessment carried out in Uasin Gishu 
district, the authorities and partners have agreed to take joint action to meet identified gaps in 
education, peace-building and health service provision. 
 
Tension emerged at one of the 24 transit sites in Uasin Gishu district when the area chief gave 120 
IDP families one hour to vacate the Huruma transit site.  The owner of the land on which the transit 
site had been established was reportedly seeking a court injunction to evict the IDPs, who have 
been there for nearly a month. 
 
This incident raises concerns about the status of the land on which transit sites have been 
established generally.  The proportion of transit sites located on private land is not known, but with 
no clarity on the permanence of transit sites, or a definite timeline to support the return of IDPs to 
their pre-displacement homes, secondary displacements from some transit sites could increase if 
private landowners file suit. 
 
Turkana District 
 
Approximately 2,000 IDPs have returned to Katilu, Lodwar, Lokichar and Kalemungorok, Turkana 
district.  However, they have received limited assistance and there are conflicting reports from the 
local members of parliament that up to 15,000 IDPs have return to the area.  Partners are planning 
to assess the areas of return and determine assistance needs.   
 
II. Humanitarian Response  

CCCM 
 
No IDP camps have closed in Western/Nyanza Province, as 
IDPs continue to wait for receipt of the Government 
“resettlement assistance” of Ksh. 10,000. 
 
In Nakuru, a group of IDPs informed UNHCR that 166 
families from the Nakuru ASK Showground IDP camp have 
collectively bought a 2.5 acre plot of land at Maimahiu, 
Naivasha district where they plan to settle. The group 

consists mainly of businessmen and women who claim they could not return to their pre-
displacement areas insecurity. Some individuals have already settled on the land and are 
appealing to humanitarian agencies for support with shelter materials and funding to enable them 
resume their business activities.  
 
The DC of Uasin Gishu reported that the Government began distributing the “resettlement 
assistance” of Ksh. 10,000 per family in the district.  As of 18 July, 2,641 households had received 
the money and distributions are expected to be completed in August.  
 
Protection 
 
The GBV Sub-Cluster continues to focus on the Waki Commission hearings, which will be sitting in 
Nakuru from 30 July to 1 August. Commission members will hear testimony from GBV survivors for 
two and a half days. A workshop will be held on 30 July to prepare the survivors to testify and their 
testimonies will also be submitted to the Commission. 
 
UNICEF reported five SGBV incidents in Trans Nzoia District during July. Three of the incidents 
were reported to police and four survivors received medical attention. One suspect was 

Emergency Humanitarian Response  
Plan Funding as of 24 July 
 
Original Requirements: 41,938,954� 
Revised Requirements: 191,929,303� 
 
Funding: 103,366,285 / 53.90%  � 
 
Unmet Requirements: 88,563,018 � 

Source: WASH Cluster 21 July 
*CCCM Cluster notes that there are 42 transit sites but 
there are no populations figures for these sites.  
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apprehended and taken into police custody. It was agreed that UNHCR will distribute the Standard 
Operating Procedures on SGBV to all agencies in the Nakuru hub area so as to ensure appropriate 
responses. 
 
Shelter and Non Food Items 
 
UNHCR distributed tents to vulnerable families in need of shelter at Maraba Return Site in Tinderet 
Division, Nandi East District on 24 July; 21 tents were distributed to 24 families who intend to pitch 
the tents at their pre-displacement homes.    
 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC), on behalf of UNHCR, distributed tarpaulins and blankets to 
returnees at Jogoo and Rironi transit sites in Molo district. Three hundred each of blankets and 
tarpaulins were distributed to 162 families at both sites. 

IRC distributed a total of 106 cartons of soap the week of 21 July as follows: Gitwamba 56, 
Patwaka 6, Kalaaha 11, Embakasi/Cheptumbelio 4, Noigam 8, while ten cartons were distributed 
to the surrounding community at Gituamba, and a further 11 to the surrounding community at 
Kalaha/Patwaka.  

Education 
 
A notice that the Eldoret Showground IDP Camp will close at end July has caused concern for 
students at a school at the Camp who have been registered to sit for their Kenya Certificate of 
Primary Education (KCPE) examinations at the end of the year. The concerns have been 
registered with the Director of Basic Education who is taking the matter into consideration. 
 
The trend of children being left in IDP camps or other areas of displacement has been documented 
in Uasin Gishu, Nakuru and Molo districts.  Sixty-eight unaccompanied school children were 
documented at the Eldoret showground IDP Camp and have been forwarded to the KRCS tracing 
team.  Children are also being left at the Nakuru ASK showground IDP Camps when parents return 
to their homes/shambas or transit sites. Furthermore, in Molo district, a high number of 
unaccompanied children have been reported in the town, according to the Molo Street Children’s 
Project.   
 
Concerns were also raised in Molo district related to returnee school children.  Teachers were 
reportedly discriminating against returnees at some schools in return areas, and head teachers 
have required returnees to pay school fees, though they had previously been exempt from fees as 
IDPs.   
 
Who  Place  Activity/ Report  
SCUK 
 

20 Schools in Nakuru and Eldoret Provided School on Your Back Kits, desks, three 
classrooms and school materials. 
 

UNICEF 12 schools in Eldoret Municipality, Wareng and 
Lugari 

Books, stationary and teachers’ instruction material 
supplied.   

SCUK 
UNICEF 

Nakuru, Eldoret and Nairobi districts. Trained 100 Early Childhood Development 
teachers. 
Trained 80 volunteer teachers and 300 head 
teachers. 

 
Food Assistance  
 
Between 1-25 July, WFP and KRCS distributed food rations to some 38,202 IDPs and returnees in 
North Rift as well as some 93,705 in South Rift. Between 14-20 July 33,218 beneficiaries in the 
North Rift received 581,390 MTs of assorted food commodities.  WFP continues to provide food 
rations to IDPs in camps and returnees on a monthly and bi-weekly basis respectively.  

 
There are currently enough food commodities in WFP hubs for immediate distribution needs. 
However, WFP Kenya may face pipeline breaks for of corn-soya blend (CSB) in September, and 
for cereals from November onwards.  
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It is expected that food needs in the arid and semi-arid land (ASAL) areas will increase, based on 
the initial findings of the ongoing Long Rains Assessment.  Therefore, the operational requirements 
of the EMOP may exceed the current need for 16,000 MTs. The Emergency Operations budget 
has so far received USD 40.2 million in funding; an additional USD 75 million is needed to cover 
needs through March 2009.  
 
Reports indicate that maize received in Nakuru warehouse from Kitale National Cereals and 
Produce Board (NCPB) is discolored. The maize is an in-kind donation from the Government to 
WFP. Samples of the maize have been collected for further analysis and 74 MT of the maize have 
been seized.  Other arrangements have been made with NCPB to release additional maize as 
replacement. 
 
Health 
 
Merlin reported that it is working with the local health authorities to support 300,000 people from 
the pastoralist populations of Wajir and Turkana districts, providing outreach through a network of 
village volunteers at 90 sites. The sites provide primary health care including immunization, 
antenatal and post natal care, as well as prevention and treatment of common diseases. Village-
level volunteers also carry out nutritional screening of under-fives and refer malnourished children 
to health facilities that provide high-energy food and medical treatment if necessary. 
 
WASH 
 
The cluster has been responding to WASH needs in both IDP camps as well as in transit sites, 
where many water and sanitation gaps remain.  However, it was noted that in Nakuru district, 70% 
of WASH support was targeted to schools in the urban areas.  Partners have agreed to extend 
their support to rural schools, particularly those affected by PEV. 
 
The cluster members are also responding to the cholera outbreak.  In addition to the interventions 
listed below, it was noted that there is insufficient transport for cholera campaign teams and low 
participation of NGOs and community service organisations in the prevention efforts.   
 
 
Who Place Activity 
UNICEF Kunyak IDP camp, Kisumu distric Piped gravity scheme is being rehabilitated to support the 

community water supply. 
UNICEF Kisumu Municipality In response to cholera outbreak: 

• Provided three vehicles with public address system for 
awareness campaigns and hygiene promotion, targeting 
5,000 people daily. 

• 58,000 household water storage containers to be distributed 
to affected households. 

• Chlorinated over 300 contaminated shallow wells. 
• Distribution of household water treatment chemicals 
• Provided one portable water testing kit and reagents for 200 

bacteriological tests. 
District Water Office
IRC 

Transit Sites in Uasin Gishu, 
Kwanza and Trans Nzoia 
districts 

Conducting joint water testing. 

UNICEF IDP camps in Uasin Gishu, 
Kwanza and Trans Nzoia 
districts 

Distributed water treatment materials to treat contaminated 
water sources. 

UNICEF Transit Sites in Uasin Gishu, 
Kwanza and Trans Nzoia 
districts. 

Supplied 100 mobilets, 20 plastic tanks (5,000 litre capacity), 
collapsible water tanks, sanitary pads, liquid soap, bar soap, 
and PUR water treatment sachets. 

UNICEF, MOPHS a
MOWI 

Central Province Emergency school WASH project in 30 primary schools is 
ongoing and includes construction of 4 latrines and one rain 
harvesting tank in each school in the 6 districts of Central 
province hosting PEV IDPs. 

UNICEF Central Province Participatory Hygiene and Sanitation Transformation trainings 
completed for 30 Public Health Officers and 90 community 
leaders.  Trainings include development of a plan to prevent 
diarrhoeal diseases by improving water supply, hygiene 
behaviours and sanitation and then monitoring implementation.  



 9

 
 
 

 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office, OCHA-Kenya, +254 (20)7625155, jeanine.cooper@undp.org. 
 
Rania Dagash, Desk Officer, Africa I Section, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 3668, dagash@un.org. 
 
Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, OCHA-New York,  
+1 917 367 5126, +1 917 892 1679 (mobile), bunker@un.org. 
 
Elisabeth Byrs, Public Information Officer, OCHA-Geneva, +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org.  


