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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Influx of displaced people leads to increased humanitarian needs  

• Access to health care, a major concern 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Clashes between the Congolese army and the 

Mouvement du 23 mars (M23) fighters 

continued in in several localities in Rutshuru 

territory, causing major population movements. 

As of 8 July, the health zones of Rutshuru and 

Rwanguba had received more than 124,000 

displaced people, according to administrative 

and health authorities. Despite this influx which 

leads to an increase in humanitarian needs, 

humanitarian actors are lacking access to large 

parts of Rwanguba due to repeated clashes— at 

least two health structures have ceased to 

function; health authorities fear an increase in in 

deaths due to lack of health care. In addition, 

socio-economic activities remain paralyzed in 

Bunagana in Rutshuru territory, one month after 

its occupation by the M23 armed group on 12 

June. 

 

In Nyiragongo territory, at least 5,800 displaced people from Kibumba and Buhumba since last 

May are still living in makeshift shelters (schools, churches) in Kanyaruchinya, Kibati and 

Munigi. According to humanitarian sources, these people are reluctant to return to their villages 

for fear of new clashes. 

RESPONSE-NEEDS-GAPS  

 Food security 

From 4 to 9 July, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) distributed 265 tons of 

food and essential household items to some 13,500 displaced persons and returnees in Rugari. 

This assistance had been interrupted in June due to armed clashes. Since 9 July, the ICRC has 

started identifying newly displaced people in the localities of Rugari, Rumangabo and Katale, in 

preparation for an aid distribution 

 

  Protection 

From 4 to 10 July, the Congolese NGO Solidarité féminine pour la Paix et le Développement 

Intégral (SOFEPADI) offered psychosocial care to two survivors of sexual violence and 
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facilitated their referral to other care structures in Rutshuru Centre. In Rutshuru and Rutsiro, the 

NGO also trained 253 people, including 197 women, on the prevention of gender-based violence 

during emergencies;  in Rubare and Kalengera, the NGO said it was concern about the lack of 

dignity kids for women and girls. 

 

 Health 

On 8 July, the ICRC provided the Rumangabo health center (Rwanguba Health Zone) with 

essential supplies and medicines to cover the free health care of displaced persons. This is 

ICRC’s second donation to the health post after the first in June. Between 70 and 100 patients 

are received for consultation daily in this centre.  

However, a shortage of essential medicines in medical facilities is affecting the free provision of 

health care for displaced and vulnerable people living in shelters in Kanyaruchinya in 

Nyiragongo territory— at least two children under five reportedly passed away in this area due to 

lack of appropriate health care. The NGO MEDAIR, which was supporting a mobile clinic in 

Kanyaruchinya, stopped its intervention on 30 June due to lack of funding. The World Health 

Organization plans to provide additional assistance in essential medicines to support five health 

structures in Nyiragongo. 
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Joseph Inganji, Head of Office, OCHA DRC, inganji@un.org, Tel: +243 81 70 87 400   
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Information products on the humanitarian situation in the DRC are available at www.humanitarianresponse.info ; www.unocha.org ; 

www.reliefweb.int 
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