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More than 22,000 refugees 
and asylum seekers are  
registered with UNHCR, most 
of whom are of an 
employable age. 

 People of concern registered 
with UNHCR come from 38 
different countries, 87% of 
whom are Venezuelan and 6% 
Cuban. 

 Through UNHCR’s access to asylum process,  
over 1,100 asylum seekers accessed UNHCR 
documentation between March and April 
2022.  

 
Population of concern* 

 
 

* Data as of 30 April 2022  

  STATE OF PLAY: FUNDING RECEIVED VS. FUNDING NEEDS 

(AS OF 5 MAY 2022) 
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CONTEXT 

In Trinidad and Tobago (T&T), COVID-19 restrictions 
were further eased, with the removal of restrictions on 
public gatherings, and the full reopening of schools. 

The government also supported recommendations 
made at the recent Universal Periodic Review to 
implement measures to ensure that all children, 
including refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, have 
equal access to education, and to set up a national 
refugee status determination procedure whilst 
developing national legislation on refugees aligned with 
existing international standards. 

UNHCR continues to offer its support to the government 
in the implementation of these recommendations, 
recently doing this during the 49th Session of the Human 
Rights Council in March. 

Individuals continue to approach UNHCR and partners, 
seeking access to asylum procedures and humanitarian 
assistance. UNHCR works with the government and 
other agencies to provide needed support, assistance, 
and protection services to refugees and migrants in 
T&T. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total

18-59 years old

Under 18

Women

Men 51%

49%

24%

76%

22,636

Together with IOM, UNHCR 
organized the local launch of 
the 2022 RMRP on 4 March 
2022. The launch was 
attended by Joint Special 
Representative of UNHCR 
and IOM for Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants, Dr. 
Eduardo Stein.  

UNHCR continues to support 
health fairs hosted by the 
Archdiocesan Ministry for Migrants 
and Refugees. UNHCR supported 
with protection services and 
referrals, as well as documentation 
services at the fairs. Approximately 
1,000 refugees and migrants 
participated.  

UNHCR T&T held 
discussions with the 
former Attorney General 
and Minister of Legal 
Affairs, Hon. Faris Al Rawi 
and Senator the Hon. 
Renuka Sagramsingh on 
10 March 2022.  

1 The financial requirements for the Panama Multi-Country Office include those for the 
Coronavirus Emergency and the Venezuela Situation. Trinidad and Tobago is part 
of the Panama MCO along with Panama, Belize, Nicaragua, Cuba and the Southern 
Caribbean. 

2 The percentage funded includes indicative allocations of softly earmarked and 
unearmarked contributions. 

US$ 54.3M 
Financial requirements for the 
 Panama Multi-Country Office  

(MCO)1 in 2022 
 

https://www.opm.gov.tt/prime-ministers-media-conference-saturday-26th-march-2022/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/381/14/PDF/G2138114.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.r4v.info/en/news/press-release-launch-2022-response-plan-trinidad-and-tobago
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/2022-rmrp-trinidad-tobago-factsheet
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UNHCR Response and Strategy 
UNHCR works with three partners in Trinidad and Tobago and supports the State in the delivery of assistance and protection services to vulnerable 
refugees and asylum-seekers.  
 

Main Activities 
Alongside the government, partner organizations, civil society, development actors, and UN Agencies, UNHCR undertakes protection and solutions 
activities, including: 

 

  Food Assistance │ UNHCR through partner Living Water Community (LWC) provided emergency food 

assistance to 110 extremely vulnerable asylum seekers and refugees using QR code vouchers, redeemable at 
participating supermarkets nationwide. As livelihood opportunities become more available with business sectors 
reopening, accrued rent payments remain a priority over food purchases due to threats of eviction and lack of shelter 
alternatives. For 2022 thus far, UNHCR provided 324 individuals with food assistance. 

 Cash-based Interventions │ UNHCR assisted 51 individuals with very limited or no ability to achieve self-

reliance and facing multiple protection risks with multipurpose cash assistance. Protection risks include people with 
critical or chronic illnesses, survivors of gender-based violence (GBV), people facing eviction or homelessness, and 
people with severe mental or physical disability. For 2022 thus far, 92 individuals received cash assistance.  

 Health │ UNHCR continues to deliver medical assistance through Family Planning Association (FPATT) via 

telehealth and in-person at clinics. FPATT provided 1,498 sexual and reproductive health and diagnostic services for 
436 refugees and asylum-seekers in T&T. For 2022 thus far, 720 refugees and asylum seekers have been provided 
with 2,314 medical attention and services. 

 Mental Health and Psychosocial Services │ UNHCR delivered mental health and psychosocial support 

(MHPSS) through partner Rape Crisis Society (RCS), providing 83 remote counselling sessions to help refugees 
and asylum seekers cope with forced displacement, particularly those who have experienced severe trauma as a result 
of GBV, human trafficking, intimate partner violence, exploitation, and discrimination. For 2022 thus far, 88 refugees 
and asylum seekers have received MHPSS support. 

  Advocacy and Public Information │ UNHCR T&T was featured in an article for the International 

Women's Day (IWD) called "How UNHCR helps women refugees", UNHCR HoO participated in a panel discussion for 
IWD called "The Climate Change Reality: Women for Resilience", where she spoke about how empowering women, 
especially forcibly displaced women, can help mitigating the climate crisis. With the support of the European Union, 
stories highlighting inclusion and integration continue to be produced and disseminated as part of the “Inclusive Cities, 
Communities of Solidarity” project currently being implemented in the city of Chaguanas.  

  Documentation and RSD Procedure │ UNHCR provided first-time access to documentation to 1,178 

asylum-seekers, 630 of whom received a UNHCR certificate, and 548 received a UNHCR identification card. In 
addition, 31 asylum-seekers completed their refugee status determination (RSD) interviews. Twelve refugees were 
able to restart their lives in third countries through UNHCR’s resettlement programme. 
 

  Capacity Building │ UNHCR delivered a briefing to media on UNHCR’s operations in T&T, to strengthen 

their understanding of the UN’s work in the country. A workshop was held to reinforce the skills of nine Community 
Outreach members – refugee and asylum seeker volunteers - in disseminating information to their communities and 
referring vulnerable cases. A workshop was held for 39 participants at the T&T Police Academy on international 
protection and UNHCR's mandate and activities.  
 
 
 
 
The UNHCR Panama MCO wishes to convey a special thank you to its donors: Canada, European Union, France, United States of America, UN Programme on HIV/AIDS 
as well as to the following donors of unearmarked and softly earmarked funds: Belgium| Denmark| France| Germany| Ireland| Italy |Netherlands| Norway| Sweden | 
Switzerland| Private donors Japan| Private donors Spain 

 
For more information:  
In Trinidad and Tobago |  Shemuel London, Senior Reporting Assistant, london@unhcr.org 
In MCO Panama |  Viola Eleonora Bruttomesso, Associate Communications Officer, bruttome@unhcr.org 
 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter. Find out more about UNHCR here and get the latest information about UNHCR in Trinidad and Tobago here. 

https://www.lwctt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=905712450177300
http://www.ttfpa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RapeCrisisSocietyTT/about/?ref=page_internal
https://twitter.com/UNHCRTT/status/1501263949626413056?s=20&t=tuabtWMglweMPiaJnS5f0w
https://www.facebook.com/UNTrinidadandTobago/videos/460330369205681/
https://european-union.europa.eu/priorities-and-actions/actions-topic/development-and-cooperation_en
https://en.ciudadesincluyentes.org/trinidad-tobago/chaguanas/
https://en.ciudadesincluyentes.org/trinidad-tobago/chaguanas/
https://help.unhcr.org/trinidadandtobago/applying-for-asylum/what-happens-after-i-apply/
https://twitter.com/UNHCRTT/status/1511065242981257227?cxt=HHwWlsCyhaT1sPgpAAAA
mailto:london@unhcr.org
mailto:bruttome@unhcr.org
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRCaribbean
https://twitter.com/UNHCRTT
https://www.unhcr.org/about-us.html
https://help.unhcr.org/trinidadandtobago/support-programmes/
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UNHCR Presence in Trinidad y Tobago  
 

 


