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Unexpectedly, the heaviest rains of the season occurred during May easing concerns of a 
possible season failure. The most important cropping areas of the country expect a 
favorable harvest.  Northwestern pastoralists should endure until the next rains in October. 
However, significant rainfall deficits in the northeastern pastoral and southeastern lowlands 
continue to cause concern.  Most of the crop in the southeastern lowlands has failed, and 
pastoralists are under substantial stress in some parts of the northeastern pastoral districts.  
Their ability to withstand the extended dry spell without assistance is questionable. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE  
 

CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 
• Cumulative rains well below nomal for the entire season in most of northeastern and southeastern lowlands. 
• Near total crop failure likely in the short-rains dependent lowlands of Eastern Province. 
• Food prices remain much higher than normal. 
• Aflatoxin poisoning claims about 15 lives in the southeastern lowlands. 
• Severe clashes in Turkana and Marsabit Districts and an influx of warring pastoralists into Mandera District. 

FOOD SECURITY SUMMARY 
While no formal food security assessments have taken place during the long-rains 
season, household food security status of Kenyan households has been updated in 
line with current analysis. (See Figure 1.) However, detailed food security 
assessments are scheduled to take place in July in the 26 worst-affected districts.  
The results of those assessments should provide a clearer picture of the impact of 
the long rains on household food security.  Already there is evidence of increasing 
food insecurity in the northeastern pastoral areas, where the long rains season failed 
to establish; the beneficial impacts of the good short-rains season in these areas was 
quickly eroded. While the cropping lowlands of southeastern Kenya have faced a 
very poor season, these areas are not dependent on the long-rains season and 
improved production in the key growing areas should moderate food prices.  
Nevertheless, the next harvest in these lowlands is not anticipated until February 
2006 and food insecurity could worsen significantly before that time.  
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SUBSTANTIAL  IMPROVEMENTS IN RAINS ACROSS THE COUNTRY; SIGNIFICANT DEFICITS REMAIN 
 
After a generally poor start to the season, exceptionally heavy rains occurred across most of the country during May and 

through the first week of June, at which point the 2005 long 
rains ended in all areas of the country outside the Rift Valley 
highlands.  Normally, the long rains tail-off in May everywhere 
except western Kenya. But this year, the rains continued until 
June and were consistently heavier-than-normal in the western 
half of the country throughout the season.   
 
Rains have been poor in the southeastern coastal marginal 
agricultural districts and the northeastern pastoral districts. 
Figure 2 illustrates significant anomalies in these areas during 
the 2005 long-rains season.  The southern and coastal lowlands 
experienced similarly poor rains during the October-December 
short-rains season, culminating in two consecutive poor 
seasons.   
 
This unusual pattern, with the heaviest rainfall occurring in 
May instead of April, adversely affected the cropping cycle, 
especially in the southern and coastal lowlands where the 
season is particularly short and traditionally unreliable.  The 
distribution of rainfall was concentrated in a few days in the 
eastern pastoral, coastal and southeastern cropping lowlands 
(even in areas that received favorable cumulative rains).  The 

intense rains from late April through May resulted in significant flooding in several districts around Lake Victoria as well 
as in Isiolo and Mandera Districts. 
 
MIXED PROSPECTS IN PASTORAL FOOD SECURITY 

 
Rangelands in the previously worst-affected northwestern and southern areas of the country have seen a significant 
turnaround following the normal to above normal cumulative long rains.  Vegetation has regenerated and watering 
distances have declined to the normal range of between one to three kilometers in the in the northwest and southern 
districts including most of Turkana, Marsabit, Samburu, West Pokot, Moyale, Kajiado and Narok and localized areas 
adjacent to Somalia in Mandera, Ijara, Wajir and Garissa Districts.  The Arid Lands and Resource Management Project has 
reported that livestock body conditions have continued to recover and improve in the south and northwest.   
 
However, an exceptionally poor season occurred in substantial parts of the northeastern pastoralist zone, including Wajir, 
Garissa, and parts of Mandera and Isiolo Districts.  In western Wajir District, surface water sources are not expected to last 
a further month.  In western Garissa District trekking distances to obtain water have increased abnormally to an average of 
16-18 kilometers, compared to the normal 1-5 kilometers; in Isiolo District the distance has increased to about 10 
kilometers instead of 4.  Unseasonably early trekking and migration of livestock away from wet-season grazing areas is 
compromising the body condition of livestock and reducing sedentary household members’ access to milk. 
 
Milk availability increased in most pastoral districts, but remained below normal even in areas where environmental 
conditions had improved.  Nearly 55 percent of children had access to milk in May as compared 20-30 percent in April in 
Mandera, Turkana, Ijara and Baringo Districts.  Under normal circumstances, most children would be able to access milk 
in May. Fewer than 40 percent of children had access to milk in Marsabit, Wajir, Garissa and Moyale Districts, since 
animals were slow to return to wet-season grazing areas after an erratic start to the long-rains season.  Livestock are also 
recovering slowly after an extended drought, underlining the need for several good seasons to sustain pastoral recovery. 
 
Figure 3 depicts the general trend in livestock prices in four pastoral districts. In most places terms of trade remained 
stable; the sharp decline in maize prices in Mandera District (supplied by Ethiopia) tended to compensate for the reduction 
in livestock prices.  However, in Wajir District terms of trade declined significantly, with pastoralists able to purchase on 
average, 1.33 kilograms of maize in April, as opposed to 1.2 kilograms in May with the same livestock sale.  This is, 
principally attributed to the decline in the prices of all categories of livestock, with cattle prices dropping from Ksh. 6,900 
to Ksh. 5,700, and goats declining from Ksh. 1,130 to Ksh. 960. This drop is due largely to the loss in body condition as 

 
 Figure 2: Cumulative Rainfall March 21 - June 10, 2005 

as a percent of Normal. Source: FEWS NET/USGS 
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the animals trekking distances have increased.   
 
Livestock prices for both the small and large stock generally increased by 7-10 percent in May in the northwestern pastoral 

districts and are closely comparable to the 2000-
2004 averages.  Pastoralists in these areas 
anticipate that the impact of favorable long rains 
in the northwestern and southern rangelands will 
last through the beginning of the October short 
rains and are reluctant to sell their livestock.  
 
A combination of improved access to food, and 
continued supplementary feeding contributed to 
generally declining rates of child malnutrition in 
Marsabit, Turkana, Wajir, Garissa, West Pokot, 
Ijara, Kajiado and Baringo districts.  The “At 
Risk” population, as measured using Middle 
Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC), range 
between 9.7 percent in West Pokot and 24 
percent in Turkana District.  The ALRMP 
considers an “At Risk” MUAC of 33 percent 

serious.  Rates of child malnutrition have increased to 31 percent in Wajir, up from 30 percent in April, and up to 28 
percent from 25 percent in Isiolo District. Comprehensive food security assessments scheduled for early July are intended 
to clarify the impact of the long rains on food security among pastoral households.  It is important to note, however, that in 
pastoral areas of Kenya where rates of child malnutrition are generally high, it is difficult to link causal effects to shortages 
of food. 
 
A military disarmament exercise in the northwestern pastoral districts resulted in a reduction in conflict incidents during 
May. However, severe clashes were reported in Turkana and Marsabit Districts during the disarmament, again indicating 
the need for a comprehensive conflict early warning and mitigation strategy in pastoral areas.  Areas prone to conflict tend 
to correlate with areas reporting high rates of child malnutrition.  Rates of child malnutrition shot up from an ‘At risk’ 
MUAC rate of 23 percent in May to 36 percent in June in Mandera District.  The district is currently housing an estimated 
15,000 persons who fled from Somalia after clan clashes in the Gedo Region.   
 
In sum, The ALRMP has noted considerable improvements in a number of food security indicators in northwestern and 
southern pastoral districts.  These include improved environmental conditions; a sustained reduction in rates of child 
malnutrition; an improvement in milk availability; and substantial recovery of livestock prices.   
 
On the other hand, pastoralists in eastern districts, including most of Wajir, Garissa, Mandera and Isiolo and localized 
northwestern/central areas of Turkana, Marsabit and Samburu suffered a poor 2005 long rains season, effectively curtailing 
the limited recovery brought about by the good short rains.  In addition the viability of current migration options will be 
limited when the dry season gets established in neighboring host districts in coming months.  Rising rates of child 
malnutrition, the reduction in livestock prices and declining terms of trade suggest that food and non-food interventions in 
the worst-affected areas may be required beyond August. Conditions in the northeast are likely to worsen since the season 
has effectively ended and the next rains are not anticipated until October 2005. 
 
FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS MAY BE HAMPERED BY LACK OF FOOD IN JULY AND AUGUST 
 
The September 2004 – August 2005 EMOP targeted 2.2 million persons between September and February and expected to 
target 1.6 million persons between March and August 2005.  Overall an estimated 241,000 MT of food was required for 
the entire duration of the two phases of the EMOP.  The GoK provided 86,000 MT of food (including the most recent 
donation of 20,000 MT), the USG 56,890 MT and other donors 20,600 MT leaving a deficit of about 28,000 MT. 
 
Relief food distributions for August are uncertain unless additional confirmations are received. An estimated $42 million 
for 76,000 MT of food was required for the second phase of the EMOP that runs from March through August 2005.  About 
30,000 MT of food was distributed from March through May.  The World Food Program (WFP) expects to borrow an 
estimated 10,000 MT of food from the School Feeding Program for the June distribution.. 
 
WFP can now accept an ‘in kind’ GoK donation of 21,000 MT of food to the EMOP after recieving nearly 90 percent of 

Figure 3: Trends in goat prices across pastoral districts. 
Source of Data: ALRMP.
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estimated $4 million required to fund associated costs of the distribution.  Subsequently, there is sufficient food for the July 
distribution.  However, the absence of food during August will likely be detrimental to the food security of the worst-
affected households especially pastoralists residing in northeastern Kenya, as reported above.  
 
 
FAVORABLE CROP PROSPECTS DAMPENED BY CROP FAILURE IN SOUTHERN LOWLANDS 

 
Long-rains planting continued toward the end of May, representing a substantial delay in planting.  The delay in planting is 
attributed to a poor onset that was followed by heavy late rains in May leading farmers to either replant the crop in the 
southern lowlands or to re-commence sowing in the highlands of the Rift Valley Province.  Subsequently, the stage of crop 
development varies widely across most of the growing areas ranging from the post-germination stage to the cobbing stage 
in the early harvesting areas of southwestern Kenya including Bomet, Bureti, Narok, Trans Mara and parts of Kericho 
Districts. Overall more than 90 percent of projected area has been planted to maize.  The high percentage of area planted in 
most areas is attributed to unusually high producer prices over the past two years. See section below for more details on 
these high prices.  
 
The Ministry of Agriculture projects that an estimated 2.33 million MT of maize will be harvested during the 2005 long-
rains season. This compares favorably with the normal long-rains harvest of 2.18 million MT and 1.7 million MT during 

the 2004 long-rains season.  Apart from farmers increasing 
the area put to crop, rains have been very good in the most 
critical growing areas of Western and Rift Valley 
Provinces.  Figure 3 shows mostly favorable crop prospects 
in all areas outside the lowlands of Eastern Province. While 
crop conditions appear favorable in the coastal districts, 
crop development is at a very early stage and its maturity 
dependent upon continuation of rainfall into July.   
 
Rains have been exceptionally poor in the southeastern 
lowlands of Eastern and Coast Provinces and much of the 
crop either wilted or tasseled prematurely.  This includes 
most parts of Makueni, Kitui, Mwingi, Kwale, Taita 
Taveta, Kilifi and Malindi Districts.  While these districts 
contribute less than 5 percent to the national long rains 
output, crop failure in these districts is expected to have a 
marked negative impact on household food security.  The 
short-rains dependent areas of these districts experienced 
an equally poor 2004 short-rains season and do not expect 
another significant harvest until February 2006.  In 
addition, maize prices are 20-35 percent higher than 

normal, significantly reducing household purchasing capacities.    
 
To compound household food insecurity, aflatoxin poisoning has once again become an issue for households in the 
marginal agricultural districts of Makueni, Machakos and Kitui. The Ministry of Health has indicated that while the 
infections have peaked, about 15 deaths occurred in the three districts out of about 100 reported cases in April and May.  
The source of the contamination was stored locally grown maize.  The GoK has since replaced grain that is likely infected 
and provided relief assistance to affected households.   
 
The favorable long-rains season output should have a marked positive impact on household food security from August 
through March 2006, if the anticipated production is realized.  Maize prices are expected to decline significantly due to 
expected higher than normal output.  Bean harvesting has started in most growing areas and an estimated 207,000 MT of 
beans are expected, about 90 percent of normal output.  The poor crop in the lowlands of Eastern Province has contributed 
to slightly lower than normal long-rains bean output.   

Figure 4: Maize conditions – based on the Water 
Requirement Satisfaction Index. Source: FEWS NET/USGS
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MAIZE PRICES REMAIN PROHIBITIVELY HIGH ACROSS MOST REFERENCE MARKETS 

 
Maize prices continued to rise through the first week of June in most markets across the country. Figure 4 shows the rising 
trend in four markets located in different livelihood zones. Eldoret market is found at the heart of Kenya’s grain-basket 

zone; Nairobi is the main urban market; Kitui market is 
found in the drought-affected southeastern lowlands 
and Turkana is a pastoral market. Unlike all previous 
years, there was no significant reduction in maize 
prices in key markets after the long rains harvest in 
November 2004 through the end of the short rains 
harvest in March 2005, except in areas where relief 
food was distributed, from August 2004. 
 
Although the current upward trend is consistent with 
the seasonal norm, the price level in various markets is 
currently 20-35 percent higher than the long-term 
average and higher than during the same period last 
year. With a shortfall in domestic maize supply 
envisaged in the coming months and a delayed early 
crop, it is expected that prices will remain at the 

current high levels through August at least. The high prices, though beneficial to producers and traders, will harm over 70 
percent of Kenyans who rely on the market to purchase their food, including especially poorer rural and urban households. 
Continued high maize prices are already compromising the purchasing power of poor households in the food insecure areas 
and undermining the recovery of pastoralists in areas where livestock production indicators have otherwise improved. 
 
 

Figure 5: Maize price trends across the country. Source of 
Data: MIB/NCPB
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