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Foreword by the State Counsellor, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

The end of 2016 saw the completion of the first nine months of the government of the National 
League for Democracy, elected by the people of Myanmar through the General Elections of 
November 2015. This has been a time of hope and challenges, of difficulties and opportunities. 
We have been strengthened in our endeavours by the support of our people and the 
cooperation of friends throughout the world. The European Union (EU) has long shared our 
commitment to the values of peace, tolerance, democracy, prosperity and freedom. We are 
confident that these common values will enable us to work together in full understanding to 
promote sustainable development, stability and progress, not merely in our country or region, 
but throughout the globe.

Photo credit: State Counsellor’s website – 
http://www.statecounsellor.gov.mm/en/
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EU Ambassadors’ Statement

Myanmar is going through a remarkable process of reform and democratic transition, one that 
is significant both for its own people and for the region. The new government has a historic 
opportunity to consolidate democracy and to achieve peace, national reconciliation and 
prosperity. This stands not only to benefit the people of Myanmar but also to serve as an example 
for the region, strengthening ASEAN and enhancing stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

The EU and its Member States are strongly committed to supporting this democratic and 
economic transition while recognising that, after five decades of authoritarian rule, such change 
is going to take time. The support that we provide covers a range of political, social, economic, 
and cultural activities which aim to foster a peaceful, free, democratic and prosperous country.

We hope that this Blue Book will give readers a better understanding of the relationship between 
the EU and its Member States and Myanmar, one that we look forward to further strengthening 
in the future.

Photo: EU
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EU Values and Structure
The EU is a unique political and economic partnership 
between 28 European countries, known as the 
Member States. They have decided to progressively 
link together their economic and political affairs 
in order to secure peace and prosperity for all of 
their citizens and to act as a force for stability in 
the world. Together, over a period of 60 years, they 
have built a region free of conflict where democracy, 
economic growth, freedom, tolerance and cultural 
diversity flourish.

This Union is based on the rule of law - the Member 
States have agreed a set of treaties to govern 
their collective affairs and established a series 
of institutions to oversee their implementation 
including the European Commission, the European 
Parliament, the Court of Justice of the EU, and the 
European Central Bank. 
  
With more than 500 million inhabitants, the EU 
and its Member States today represent the third 
largest population bloc in the world after China and 
India. Its citizens are able to move freely between 
the Member States, living and working where 
they wish. In the same way, trade flows between 
them without borders, customs, tariffs or quotas 
to impede it. This has helped the EU become an 
economic powerhouse that today is the second 
largest economy in the world and accounts for over 
20% of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

In terms of relations with other countries, the EU and 
its Member States have developed a single foreign 
policy so that they can speak and act as one in world 
affairs. This policy seeks to promote peace, protect 
human rights, and encourage democracy, prosperity 

and the rule of law. Providing development aid to 
other countries is an essential part of this policy and 
today the EU and its Member States are the world’s 
largest aid donor, supplying around 60% of global 
aid. This amounts to a contribution of some ¤75 
billion (105 trillion Myanmar kyat) each year that is 
spent across more than 150 countries on fighting 
poverty and working towards the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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Overall EU Approach in Myanmar
aid with Myanmar’s goals, structures and systems, 
as opposed to providing stand-alone support. 

We have a joint EU strategy for Myanmar which 
sets out the overall objectives for our work and 
how and where the EU and each Member State will 
contribute to these. In this way, we can deliver more 
than the sum of our parts, ensure against gaps and 
overlaps, and be more predictable and transparent 
in our support. 

Over the coming years, we have agreed to work on 
13 distinct areas: 

•  Peace
•  Agriculture and Rural Development
•  Culture
•  Education
•  Environment
•  Gender
•  Health
•  Infrastructure
•  Public Finance Management  
•  Technical and Vocational Education and Training  
•  Tourism 
•  Trade and Private Sector Development   
•  Water  

Support for democracy and human rights underpins 
all of our activities and we also provide significant 
assistance for governance reforms and undertake 
wide-ranging humanitarian work. 

You can find more information on our work in each 
area in the dedicated sections below. 

The EU and its Member States are deeply committed 
to supporting Myanmar’s transition process right 
across the spectrum, from peace to political 
reform, health to human rights and gender equality, 
education to the environment, technical assistance 
to trade, and public finance management to private 
sector support.  

We supported the historic elections in 2015 
and everything we do is shaped by a strong 
commitment to peace, democracy, human rights, 
gender equality, fundamental freedoms and the rule 
of law. Collectively, the EU and its Member States 
are one of the largest donor groupings in Myanmar, 
providing approximately ¤450 million (627 billion 
Myanmar kyat) in funding each year.

We work with many different partners including 
the government, Parliament, Ethnic Organisations, 
non-state actors and the private sector. We have 
a dedicated Roadmap to guide our work with 
civil society and are an active member of the 
Cooperation Partners Group which brings together 
all of the international agencies and bilateral donors 
providing support to Myanmar. We liaise closely with 
government through its Development Assistance 
Coordination Unit, which is chaired by the State 
Counsellor, and via the ten Sector Coordination 
Groups that have been established. 

Our way of working is set out in the Agenda for 
Change which we have agreed at our capitals’ 
level. This emphasises coordinating and focusing 
our support in order to achieve greater impact. 
We have also signed up to international aid 
effectiveness commitments which help us align our 
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Peace and Conflict Sensitivity
Peace is an essential condition for the consolidation 
of democracy, the protection of human rights, 
and the fostering of social, economic and political 
development. Promotion of peace is also one of the 
core values of the EU and its Member States, along 
with human rights and the rule of law. Our objective 
is to strengthen a nationally-owned and inclusive 
peace process that ends ethnic armed conflict in 
Myanmar and results in a sustainable peace from 
which all the people of the country benefit.

The fast-paced democratic transition process 
that is currently underway can only be successful 
in a peaceful and stable context. To promote a 
sustainable peace, we are working on building 
confidence between parties and fostering 
reconciliation as well as sharing experience of 
federalism. Currently, the EU and its Member States 
provide one of the largest contributions to the 
peace sector in Myanmar, with approximately ¤125 
million (175 billion Myanmar kyat) committed in 
ongoing contracts.

Our support follows a comprehensive approach, 
providing a range of different stakeholders with 
assistance. We supply technical and financial 
aid to structures and institutions working on the 
peace process, but also to the leaders, negotiators 
and coordination bodies representing Myanmar’s 
various ethnic groups. The National Reconciliation 
and Peace Centre (formerly known as the Myanmar 
Peace Centre), which the EU has supported since 
its establishment in 2012, has played a crucial role 
in bringing the government and the Ethnic Armed 
Organisations to the negotiating table and in 
providing expert advice to all relevant parties. 

Donor coordination is essential given the complexity 
and sensitivity of the peace process and it is for this 
reason that the EU and many of its Member States 
are active contributors to the recently-established 
Joint Peace Fund. The Fund supports nationally-
led efforts to achieve a lasting settlement of ethnic 
armed conflict in a flexible, responsive and coherent 
manner. It works together with the government, 
ethnic constituencies, civil society and academia 
to increase inclusion, trust and participation in the 
peace process and to contribute to ensuring the 
safety and security of vulnerable communities. It 
also includes a focus on strengthening the role of 
women in peace-building. The Fund is administered 
by the United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS) and began operations in April 2016 with 
over ¤100 million (139 billion Myanmar kyat) pledged 
by Australia, Canada, Denmark, the EU, Finland, 
Italy, Japan, Norway, Switzerland, the UK, and the 
United States. The EU, as one of the witnesses to the 
signature of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, 
is now working together with other stakeholders 
and donors through the Fund to support the 
next stages of the peace process, including the 
National Political Dialogue and, potentially, the Joint 
Ceasefire Monitoring Mechanism.

A second joint programme, the Peace Support 
Fund (PSF, soon to be rebranded the Paung Sie 
Facility) is led by Australia, Sweden and the UK. To 
date, this has aimed to provide flexible, demand-
driven, responsive and conflict-sensitive support 
to platforms for consultation, participation and 
engagement with conflict-affected communities. 
The goal has been to promote dialogue between 
key peace process stakeholders, to strengthen 
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the role of women, youth and civil society in the 
peace process, and to help reduce intercommunal 
tensions and violence. With the advent of the JPF, 
the PSF is slowly withdrawing from direct support 
to the peace process and will focus more on building 
peace at a local level.

The EU and its Member States recognise that only 
a locally-driven peace process can guarantee the 
implementation of a sustainable and long-lasting 
peace. All our initiatives are therefore based on a 
deep analysis of local context. We have also been 
implementing activities in all ethnic areas with 
various consortiums, thus supporting community-
based organisations. This support at the local level 
aims to protect human rights, improve livelihoods 
and foster reconciliation. It seeks to build the 
capacity of the government, ethnic groups and 

Photo: EU

communities to engage in a political dialogue with 
local authorities and Ethnic Armed Organisations. 

Humanitarian support is also provided by Denmark, 
the EU, Germany, Italy, Sweden and the UK 
to conflict-affected populations and Internally 
Displaced People throughout the country. This work 
includes projects with civil society organisations 
and media professionals to help develop a dialogue 
of reconciliation, which is respectful of diversity at 
all levels of society. 

Given the complexity and sensitivity of the peace 
process, we aim to follow a conflict-sensitive 
approach in all our development and humanitarian 
work in Myanmar.
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Agriculture and Rural Development
The agriculture sector makes up an important share 
of Myanmar’s economy, amounting to almost 30% of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) when livestock and 
fisheries are included, and providing jobs to almost 
two thirds of the population. An estimated 70%, 
or 37 million people, live in rural areas and about a 
quarter are estimated to live below the poverty line. 
The main causes of rural poverty are low incomes, 
indebtedness, low agricultural productivity, a lack of 
adequate infrastructure, and the limited coverage 
of basic and financial services. 

Given this situation, the EU and its Member States 
place a major emphasis on supporting the rural 
development sector. For example, the EU dedicates 
approximately one third of its cooperation portfolio 
to reducing rural poverty and increasing rural 
incomes. This work is undertaken in line with national 
strategies, supporting the bottom-up planning 
promoted by the government’s Department 
for Rural Development, building capacities in 
the Agriculture and Fishery Departments, and 
supporting the government in reinforcing its 
nutrition-related programmes. 

Denmark, the EU, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Sweden, and the UK all fund the 
Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT) 
which is also supported by other donors as well as 
contributions from the private sector. This is a multi-
donor fund with total financing of some ¤415 million 
(593 billion Myanmar kyat) that was established 
in 2009 to improve the lives and prospects of 
smallholder farmers and landless people in rural 
Myanmar, aiming to improve food security and help 
people cope better with shocks and setbacks.  LIFT 

promotes agricultural commercialisation, climate 
smart agriculture, financial inclusion, business and 
skills development, and targeted nutrition support 
for mothers and children. It also helps on policy 
making, so that all funding to the sector can be 
better used. 

The EU and Germany support the Myanmar 
Sustainable Aquaculture Programme (MYSAP) 
with financing of ¤22.5 million (32.2 billion Myanmar 
kyat). MYSAP works to develop aquaculture 

LIFT SELECTED RESULTS 2010 - 2016

7.2 million 1.6 million 4.4 million
people reached

by LIFT

2.3 million
have improved

resilience

434,000
members of civil society

 took part in 
LIFT-funded training

277,000
households increased

their income from
non-agricultural activities

528,000
households have
increased assets

496,000
households reported
increased incomes

326,000
households have
improved diests

people are served by
LIFT-funded microfinance
institutions -94% of them 

are women

people have increased
their food security by
more than one month

(source: http://www.lift-fund.org/impact)
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in selected States and Regions of Myanmar, in 
partnership with the Department of Fisheries, the 
Myanmar Fisheries Federation, and a number of key 
technical partners such as WorldFish. 

Denmark provides assistance for the promotion of 
co-management of coastal fisheries resources under 
its Sustainable Coastal Fisheries programme which 
is implemented by the government’s Department of 
Fisheries. 

Germany, through GIZ, supports the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation in its efforts 
to develop a sustainable agriculture and quality 
food sector.  The aim is to facilitate the production 
of healthy, quality foods for both domestic and 
export markets. Work is also ongoing to improve 
nutrition among adolescent girls, women and young 
children in Eastern Shan State and Rakhine State, in 
partnership with government and INGOs.

Italy contributes to the Department of Rural 
Development’s National Community Driven 
Development Project with a ¤20 million (29 billion 
Myanmar kyat) soft loan. The Project, which is 

carried out in collaboration with the World Bank, 
aims to enable poor rural communities to benefit 
from improved access to basic infrastructure 
and services and to enhance their capacity to 
respond effectively to emergencies. In addition, 
through funding to Italian NGOs and universities, 
Italy supports the improvement of fishery sector 
management and works to increase the resilience 
of rural communities to adapt to climate change 
and to ensure food security, by promoting more 
efficient and sustainable agriculture practices, 
mainly in the regions of Magway and Yangon and 
in Rakhine State.

The Netherlands has a specific focus on 
development of the agricultural sector, working on 
seeds, potatoes, other vegetables, poultry, dairy, 
fisheries, and aquaculture, as well as providing 
cross-cutting support to the enabling environment, 
State Agricultural Institutes (see TVET section 
below), plant protection and farming systems. 

The EU and its Member States also provide advisers 
to support government in a number of areas, for 
example on natural resources management - which 
is an integral part of developing rural areas - and on 
enhancing communities’ resilience. 

Photo : GIZ – Lubotzki
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Culture
The richness of Myanmar’s culture is undeniable 
and its monuments, religious rituals, traditions and 
folklore are remarkable examples of the country’s 
achievements, values and diversity. Both tangible 
and intangible cultural assets are spread all over 
Myanmar and together define the identity of 
the country and have a key role in its sustainable 
development. 

The EU and its Member States recognise that 
these assets need protection and are therefore 
providing support to the country to achieve this. In 
partnership with the Ministry of Religious Affairs and 
Culture, the Ministry of Education, and the Ministry 
of Hotels and Tourism, we commit more than ¤2 
million (3 billion Myanmar kyat) a year to culture. 
Our support includes work to conserve cultural 
heritage by helping to transmit relevant know-
how and best practices as well as the promotion 
of cultural activities and exchanges, many of which 
aim to raise awareness and promote understanding. 

In the area of cultural preservation, the EU, 
France, Germany, Italy, and the UK are all active. 
For example, since 2012 Italy, under its Capacity 
Building for Safeguarding Cultural Heritage project 
in partnership with the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), has 
provided support for key Myanmar cultural sites 
to gain international recognition and protection 
through inclusion on the World Heritage List. 
Several of us also provided aid to Bagan after the 
August 2016 earthquake.   

In the area of cultural exchange, we support a wide 
range of activities and some Member States, such 

as France, Germany and the UK, have dedicated 
institutes attached to their embassies to take this 
work forward. Germany regularly holds workshops 
and concerts, for example connecting traditional 
Myanmar music with jazz; France and Germany 
have worked on restoring old Myanmar films; the 
UK have showcased arts and crafts from Myanmar’s 
different ethnic groups; Denmark, the Netherlands 
and Sweden have worked with groups representing 
the Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) 
community to create awareness and highlight 
issues of concern; Italy regularly promotes Italian 
arts, music, and cinematography in Yangon and 
has also held special events bringing the best of 
Italian cuisine, fashion and design to Myanmar; and 
Denmark supports democratisation through music 
by promoting the Voice of the Youth Festival. Many 
of us also offer language courses and together we 
organise an annual European film festival.  

Photo: EU
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From 2013 to 2016, the Ministry of Education, with 
support from donors including Denmark, the EU, 
Germany, and the UK, completed a Comprehensive 
Education Sector Review which identified the 
critical challenges in the main education sub-sectors: 
preschool, kindergarten, primary, secondary 
and alternative education, as well as technical, 
vocational and higher education. This extensive 
evidence base guided the drafting of the National 
Education Strategic Plan (NESP) which provides all 
education stakeholders with a roadmap for sector-
wide reforms, with a view to drastically improve 
teaching and learning in all schools and educational 
institutions. 

In 2007, recognising the need for major reforms to 
improve access, quality and equity in the education 
sector, Denmark, the EU and the UK, together with 
Australia, Norway and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), set up the first and largest multi-
donor partnership for basic education. In its second 
phase (2012-2016), this funded the Myanmar 
Quality Basic Education Programme (QBEP) with 
a total of ¤76 million (109 billion Myanmar kyat), 
which has supported the government to improve 
access to, and the quality of, preschool, primary 
and non-formal education. QBEP has aimed to 
ensure that national education policies and plans, in 
particular the NESP, are inclusive and informed, and 
to support the delivery of quality education services 
to children in 34 core disadvantaged townships. 

The EU, Denmark and UNICEF continued to 
support the key education priority reforms of 
the new government through Building on QBEP 
(July 2016 - June 2017). This included support to 

finalise and start up the NESP, to kindergarten 
and non-formal primary education, and to school 
rehabilitation and construction in Rakhine State. 
Teacher education, which is a priority reform area, 
is supported by Finland through the Strengthening 
Teacher Education in Myanmar project which is 
implemented by UNESCO.

Support to improving access to education, reducing 
school drop-out rates, and strengthening the quality 
of education is provided by Denmark and Finland 
together with Australia through the Decentralising 
Funding to Schools Project (DFSP), which started 
implementation in 2014. The DFSP is led by the 
Ministry of Education and managed by the World 
Bank, and will run up to the end of 2020. Denmark 
and the UK, together with Australia, fund the 
Myanmar Education Consortium, which supports 
improved access to quality basic education for the 
hardest to reach children in Myanmar, especially 
through monastic and ethnic education systems. 

Germany, through GIZ and KfW, is a major actor 
in the promotion of Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training in Myanmar in support of 
sustainable economic development. Please see the 
dedicated section below on this. 

The EU and several of its Member States also support 
a variety of projects implemented by NGOs, as well 
as higher education through capacity development 
of specific institutions and scholarships.

Education
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In today’s global 
economy, a nation’s 
success depends 
fundamentally on 
the knowledge, 
skills and 
competencies of its 
people.

National Education Strategic Plan, 2016-21
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from both the EU and its Member States and oth-
er donors. This will serve as the precursor to a new 
National Environmental Strategy and Master Plan. 
Implementation capacity will however be the key 
determinant of change.

A dedicated Sector Coordination Group on 
Environmental Conservation has been set up to 
bring together government and donors. The Group 
aims to support the government in formulating 
and implementing its strategy for the sector and 
coordinating international support to it. Several 
European members of the Group have worked in 
partnership with the government in developing 
Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures and 
sector-specific guidelines as well as ensuring the 
necessary assessment capacities are in place to vet 
new investment proposals.   

The EU has been active in rolling out the global 
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
initiative (FLEGT) in Myanmar with the UK providing 
dedicated support and financing. This aims to reduce 
illegal logging by strengthening forest management, 
developing community forestry and promoting 
trade in legally produced timber. Support is being 
given to government, the private sector and civil 
society to take work forward. Cooperation in the 
forest sector is further expanding with the roll out of 
the National Forest Inventory and National Forest 
Monitoring and Information System, a joint initiative 
between MONREC, Finland and the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), as well as work 
on community conservation and management of 
forests and national parks. 

Environment
Myanmar is blessed with an abundance of natural 
resources and biodiversity. The country is now at 
a critical point in its development where decisions 
about their conservation and use will shape its 
environmental, political, social and economic future. 
As Myanmar has opened up and economic growth 
has accelerated, so too has the demand for natural 
resources and for goods and services that have 
an impact on them, such as power generation. 
This has already led to challenges ranging from 
rapid deforestation to serious air pollution. At the 
same time, Myanmar is one of the most vulnerable 
countries in the world to climate change and suffers 
regularly from cyclones, floods and droughts, issues 
which are only likely to get worse in the future.  In 
many ethnic areas, land and the resources contained 
within it also have the potential to be either a driver 
or a resolver of conflict, depending on how they are 
managed. 

The Ministry for Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Conservation (MONREC) has a mandate to 
oversee both how natural resources are extracted 
and how the revenues from them are distributed. 
An emphasis is also being placed by government 
on making more effective use of renewable ener-
gy sources for electricity generation and develop-
ing small private energy production enterprises. In 
addition, undertakings have been made to reform 
both agricultural and industrial practices to make 
them more environmentally friendly. To ensure 
that environmental concerns are adequately taken 
into account when promoting development and 
growth, officials need to work across Ministry lines. 
To promote such an approach, a National Environ-
mental Policy has been developed with support 



19Blue Book 2017

The EU and its Member States also support work to 
encourage environmental sustainability in general 
in the private sector, through initiatives such as the 
Myanmar Centre for Responsible Business which is 
supported by Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands, 
and the UK, as well as sector-specific initiatives in 
areas including textiles and fisheries. 

With the support of the EU and its Member States 
as well as other donors, the country has also 
become actively involved in international processes 
such as the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change and the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI), forming national 
platforms to drive implementation. For example, 
Myanmar’s membership and implementation of EITI 
has been supported by the UK, along with Australia, 
since 2013.  The Myanmar Climate Change Alliance 
was also established with significant European 
support and has been instrumental in promoting 
climate sustainability in the country through the 
development of the Myanmar Climate Change 
Strategy and other key policy instruments.  

Photo: EU 
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Gender Equality and Empowerment of 
Women and Girls
Women in Myanmar were for decades significantly 
marginalised in social, political, and economic life, 
and strategic interventions for improving women’s 
status and rights were largely absent. Today, women 
continue to have limited voice in political decision-
making, and their wellbeing and opportunities in life 
continue to be influenced by inequalities in health, 
education, and employment – particularly among 
the poorest and most vulnerable women and girls.  

As Myanmar moves forward in its transformation 
toward peace, democracy and greater social and 
economic prosperity, it is important to ensure 
the greater inclusion of women and girls in these 
processes and to advance their rights to political 
and economic participation, safety from violence, 
and sexual and reproductive health. The National 
Strategic Plan for the Advancement of Women 2013-
2022 (NSPAW) identifies a framework for doing 
exactly this. The focal point for its implementation 
is the Department of Social Welfare under the 
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement. 
This Department also functions as the overall 
government focal point on gender equality and 
women’s rights.

Gender equality is enshrined within the legal and 
political frameworks of the EU and of its Member 
States, and is a key principle informing both 
humanitarian and development work supported by 
us in Myanmar. Across all the areas that we support, 
emphasis is placed on mainstreaming gender issues, 
including ensuring that women and girls benefit 

equally with men and boys from development and 
humanitarian aid efforts. 

Several EU Member States are also providing 
specific support to operationalise and implement 
the NSPAW, with strategic engagement focusing 
on support to increasing women’s political 
empowerment and participation, including in 
the context of the peace process; support to 
development of an effective response to violence 
against women and girls, including work at the policy 
level and at local levels to increase access to violence 
response services, particularly in areas affected by 
conflict; policy level support for advancing women’s 
and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), developing and implementing standard 
operating guidelines, supporting access to SRHR 
services and establishing referral pathways with 
violence response services; targeted support 
to improve maternal health, including through 
nutrition support; support to empowering women 
and girls economically, including through livelihood 
and income generation support, including support 
to increasing women’s access to finance and to 
women’s entrepreneurship development; as well as 
targeted support to increasing access of the most 
vulnerable girls and boys to education, including 
through the provision of school stipends and grants. 
As reflected by these areas of support, specific 
emphasis is placed on addressing the needs and 
rights of the most vulnerable groups of women and 
girls.
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Larger, gender-specific programmes, and 
programmes with specific gender components, 
that the EU and its Member States are supporting 
include: the UNFPA-led Women and Girls First-
initiative (Finland, Italy, and Sweden); the Peace 
Support Fund (Sweden and the UK) and the Joint 
Peace Fund (Denmark, the EU, Finland, Italy, Sweden, 
and the UK), which include funding commitments 
to advance UN Security Council Resolution Number 
1325 on women and peace and security; the Three 
Millennium Development Goal Fund (Denmark, 
the EU, Sweden and the UK); and LIFT (Denmark, 
the EU, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, and the UK). 

Gender equality is enshrined 
within the legal and political 
frameworks of the EU and 
of its Member States, and 
is a key principle informing 
both humanitarian and 
development work supported 
by us in Myanmar.

Photo: EU 
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Health
The new government has made health one of its 
key policy priorities, increasing the budget for 
the sector and, under a new National Health Plan, 
committing to achieve universal health coverage by 
2030. The EU and its Member States are providing 
support to help make this a reality. There is much 
work to be done as decades of under-investment 
in the sector has resulted in a health care system 
that falls far short of both needs and international 
standards. Maternal and child mortality rates are 
high and diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria and 
HIV/AIDS are all too common. 

The EU and its Member States working on health 
place a particular emphasis on aligning with national 
plans and systems to ensure the sustainability 
of their support. Denmark, the EU, Sweden, and 
the UK have all channelled a substantial amount 
of their support through the Three Millennium 
Development Goal Fund, a multi-donor programme 
that seeks to strengthen the national health system 
and improve access to it for poor and vulnerable 
people. The Fund has placed a specific emphasis 
on improving maternal, new-born and child health, 
on combating HIV / AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, 
and on strengthening the health system. In addition, 
we contribute to international funds such as Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which are active in 
Myanmar through national or regional programmes. 

Some Member States are also supporting specific 
technical institutions. For instance, France is helping 
to develop the capacity of health laboratories and 
the UK is supporting medical training facilities. 
There is also ongoing work with the private sector, 
for example to improve drug quality to support the 
containment of drug-resistant malaria. Finland and 
Sweden provide dedicated support for children 
and women, focusing particularly on sexual and 
reproductive health and rights in conflict areas.

Coordination in the sector is promoted by the 
Myanmar Health Sector Coordinating Committee 
which has been established by the government and 
provides technical, financial and strategic oversight 
of health activities. Its membership includes 
government, donors and civil society. 

The next five years will be crucial for the 
transformation of the health sector as the EU and 
its Member States work with the country and with 
other partners to deliver decent and affordable 
healthcare to all. 
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Infrastructure 
Myanmar suffers from a lack of infrastructure, 
both in rural and urban areas, that is significantly 
challenging its development and impeding its 
competitiveness. The need for more and better 
quality infrastructure extends across electricity, 
transportation, and communications. 

With an estimated 70% of the population living in 
rural areas, expanding rural infrastructure and access 
to critical services will be key to reducing poverty. 
But Myanmar also faces a booming demand for 
infrastructure services in urban areas, with a rapid 
urbanisation rate that is expected to bring 10 million 
more people into large cities by 2030.

In this context, the EU and its Member States place 
a strong emphasis on supporting the infrastructure 
sector in both rural and urban areas, with a focus 
on Mandalay and Yangon for the latter. In particular, 
we aim to support Myanmar in building capacity 
and in infrastructure construction and systems’ 
management. 

One illustrative initiative in the sector is the Mandalay 
Urban Services Improvement Project (MUSIP). This 
is supported by France through a concessional 
loan of ¤40 million (58 billion Myanmar kyat), by 
the EU through a grant from its Asia Investment 
Facility of ¤8 million (11.5 billion Myanmar kyat) 
which is channelled through France, and by the 
Asian Development Bank through a concessional 
loan of ¤56 million (80.5 billion Myanmar kyat). 
MUSIP aims to improve water supply and sanitation 
in Mandalay. This should provide up to one million 
people with access to good quality drinking water, 
assist with the empowerment of the municipal 

public operator responsible for water services, and 
promote action to tackle climate change and foster 
green investments. 

Several EU Member States work to foster private 
investment in infrastructure. For example, the 
UK funds support to the Ministry of Electricity 
and Energy to help develop a Public Private 

The current 
electrification rate 
is around 33% 
nationwide, but in 
rural areas averages 
just 16%. The National 
Electrification Plan 
aims to have over 
7 million more 
households connected 
by 2030.
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Partnership. They also contribute to InfraCo Asia, 
a donor-funded, commercially-managed company 
which develops sustainable, socially responsible 
infrastructure projects and is working on rural 
electrification in Myanmar.

Germany, through GIZ and KfW, is supporting the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 
in the implementation of the off-grid component 
of the National Electrification Plan. This work 
helps develop mini-grids, which are decentralised 
small-scale distribution   networks that provide 
local communities with power for domestic and 
productive use. These tap into the country’s 
renewable energy  resources as well as providing 
new jobs. Through KfW, Germany also supports 
the Ministry to electrify households in remote 

areas using Solar Home Systems (SHS) as well as 
supporting the extension of the country’s main 
electricity grid. 

Through KfW, Germany also supports the 
rehabilitation of rural roads in Southern Shan State 
as well as road and bridge reconstruction in Sagaing 
in areas that have suffered from flooding.  

France, through Proparco, a subsidiary of the 
Agence Française de Développement (AFD) that 
is devoted to private sector financing, supports the 
development of Myanmar mobile phone networks 
along with its German and Dutch counterparts, 
FMO and DEG.

Photo: EU 
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Public Finance Management
During the decades of military rule in Myanmar, public 
financial management (PFM) systems stagnated 
and key elements of a modern PFM system were 
completely absent. The concerned institutions were 
underdeveloped and the objectives of efficiency, 
effectiveness and transparency were not pursued.  
Reform of the country’s PFM systems began under 
the government that took office in 2011.   

With support from donors, in 2012/13 the 
government conducted an initial Public Expenditure 
and Financial Accountability (PEFA) review, which 
revealed important shortcomings in all aspects of 
the PFM systems (PEFA is a tool for assessing the 
status of public financial management and provides 
a thorough, consistent and evidence-based analysis 
of PFM performance at a specific point in time - see: 
https://pefa.org/). On the basis of this review, in 
2013 a national PFM reform strategy was prepared 
and adopted, and a series of key reform measures 
were initiated.  Structural and institutional reforms 
included the introduction of parliamentary oversight 
of public spending through the establishment of a 
Joint Public Accounts Committee representing both 
chambers of the Parliament, setting up of the Central 
Bank of Myanmar, establishment of Treasury and 
Internal Revenue Departments within the Ministry of 
Planning and Finance, and the separation of Union 
budgets from States and Regions budgets. Reviews 
of the legislative and regulatory framework were 
undertaken and preparation of a Public Finance 
Law and regulations began, together with work on 
public procurement and taxation laws. 

Despite the range of issues to be addressed, and 
the limited capacities of the concerned institutions, 
there has been significant progress to date, though 
much work remains to be done over the coming 
years. Important analytical work has been carried 
out through a Public Expenditure Review and other 
technical work financed by donors, and there has 
been considerable progress in a number of technical 
areas including development of a Medium-Term 
Fiscal Framework (MTFF), debt management, 
tax administration and policies, customs, fiscal 
transparency through steps towards application of 
Open Budget Index norms as regards publication 
of key fiscal documents, and adherence to the 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).  

Reform efforts are now entering a new phase. 
The democratically-elected government that took 
office in April 2016 has given renewed priority to 
PFM reform objectives, and in its economic policy 
priorities express its intention to combat corruption 
and create a fully transparent and efficient PFM 
system. 

The PFM reform strategy is part of a long process 
which will include its review and update as well as 
a sequenced implementation plan.  Development 
of such a plan will ensure coherence between 
all the ongoing activities, and strengthen the 
government’s strategic management of the overall 
reform process.
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The government is working with a 
number of international partners 
supporting different aspects of 
development of the PFM system, 
including:
 
•  Asian Development Bank (ADB):
    public debt management and    
    public-private partnerships. 

•  International Monetary Fund (IMF): 
    PFM legal framework, taxation, 
    macroeconomic, and banking 
    sector issues. 

•  Japan: customs, tax and Central 
    Bank support.  

•  USA: capital budget planning 
    processes and government 
    oversight of state enterprises, tax. 

•  World Bank Multi-donor Trust Fund 
    (supported by Australia, Denmark 
    and the UK): a broad range of core 
    PFM and budget systems as well as 
    public procurement and 
    government oversight of state 
    enterprises. 
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Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training
For sustainable economic development in Myanmar, 
a skilled labour force is essential. The reform of the 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) system is therefore of high importance.  
This is closely linked to the government’s economic 
policy and the need to develop a skilled workforce 
for the industrial and service sectors. The existing 
TVET system in the country faces many challenges 
in terms of quality, labour market orientation, 
management and financing. State Counsellor Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi has emphasised the importance 
of TVET and its high priority for the economic 
development of the country. 

The high priority of TVET is reflected in the National 
Education Strategic Plan 2016-2021 (NESP) where 
it is emphasised as one of nine Transformational 
Shifts. The stated goal is that “more learners can 
access TVET and graduate from quality-assured 
and labour-market responsive TVET programmes 
under a more effective TVET management system”. 

Complementary to improving the formal TVET 
sector, recognition and validation of non-formal 
and informal learning have become issues of 
considerable importance in national education 
policy initiatives. 

TVET has a long history in Europe, particularly in 
countries such as Germany, Austria and Switzerland, 
where dual apprenticeship systems contribute to 
some of the lowest youth unemployment rates 
worldwide. The success of this dual approach, 

which combines practical on-the-job training in 
companies with theoretical education at vocational 
schools, is based on a strong involvement of the 
private sector in TVET. 

The EU and its Member States are committed to 
supporting the government in its goal of establishing 
a flexible, labour market oriented TVET system that 
emphasises stronger cooperation between the 
government and TVET institutions on the one hand, 
and companies on the other. 

Germany has committed ¤25 million (36 billion 
Myanmar kyat) to the sector. The German 
programme aims at a quantitative and qualitative 
improvement in vocational training through 
fostering close relations and partnerships between 
companies, chambers, business associations and 
TVET institutes, and investing in modern TVET 
infrastructure. It is implemented by the Ministry of 
Industry and the Ministry of Education with support 
from KfW and GIZ. 

The Netherlands’ Initiative for Capacity Development 
in Higher Education (NICHE) is funding a four-year 
project to enhance the capacity of the Department 
of Agriculture to coordinate and implement 
key transformations in the agricultural TVET 
system. Work takes place with State Agricultural 
Institutions on curriculum review and teacher 
skills updates to better align them to regional 
specifications and labour market demands. NICHE 
is also funding a project for capacity building in 
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the water management sector through supporting 
the Yangon Technological University and Myanmar 
Maritime University.

The multi-donor Livelihoods and Food Security 
Trust Fund (LIFT) also works on TVET, focusing on 
business and skills development and the connection 
of workers to new jobs and economic opportunities.

The coordination of donor activities with the 
priorities of the government is facilitated by the 
government-led Job Creation Sector Coordination 
Group to which Germany provides technical 
support.  
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Tourism 
The government has identified the tourism sector 
as one of its key priorities in helping to promote 
sustainable development and job creation. 
The country has excellent potential as a tourist 
destination given its natural beauty and rich cultural 
heritage. As it has opened up in recent years, this 
has been reflected in a sharp rise in the number of 
foreign visitors. Some 4.7 million tourists visited in 
2015 as opposed to only 800,000 in 2011.  Tourism 
now accounts for nearly 5% of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) with that figure expected to rise to 
8% by 2025. 

Donors have also been increasing their support to 
the sector, working in line with the Tourism Master 
Plan that has been put in place by government. 
The EU, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and the UK all work in the 
sector, providing around ¤3 million (4.4 billion 
Myanmar kyat) each year which is distributed 
among 20 different projects. These cover a broad 
range of activities from studies, surveys and action 
plans to capacity building, training and job creation, 
to the promotion of responsible tourism, destination 
management, and marketing. Some initiatives are 
nationwide while others focus on particular tourist 
destinations such as the Inle Lake region, Yangon, 
Mandalay and Shan State.  

Luxembourg’s five-year Tourism Human Resources 
Development programme supports the design and 
implementation of the national human resources 
development plan for the tourism sector. 

Italy mainly supports cultural and eco-tourism, 

through capacity building projects. This includes, 
in partnership with Italian universities and NGOs, a 
focus on the definition of an integrated development 
plan for tourism in the cultural heritage cities of 
Upper Myanmar and the planning and promotion of 
ecotourism in Lampi Marine National Park.

The Netherlands have funded a four-year project 
aimed at increasing tourist sector related incomes 
of Kayah enterprises, providing support to local 
communities and strengthening the whole value 
chain.

Germany supports the Tourism Value Chain 
Promotion project and the Tourism/Technical 
Vocational and Educational Training project at Inle 
Lake and in the surrounding area.

Photo: EU 
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Trade and Private Sector Development
The EU and its 
Member States 
are committed to 
open and fair trade 
with our trading 
partners and it is 
our goal to increase 
opportunities to 
trade with the world. 
Free and fair trade 
has the potential to 
foster prosperity 
and increase living 
standards for all. 
It paves the way 
for sustainable 
development and 

inclusive growth. Foreign investment is also an 
essential engine for generating economic growth 
and jobs, whether at home or abroad, for reducing 
poverty, and for transferring technology and 
know-how. It is our policy to promote responsible 
investment, which benefits both the investor and 
the recipient country in the long-term. 

Myanmar has transformed remarkably since 
reforms started in 2011. Its economy has developed 
with growth rates that are amongst the highest in 
the world. The country is endowed with abundant 
natural resources and benefits from various trade 
privileges with other countries. 

The government outlined its framework for the 
future development of the economy in a 12-point 
economic policy plan in July 2016. Its intention is 

to achieve sustained inclusive development and it 
emphasises the importance of reform in fields like 
infrastructure, public finance and private sector 
promotion. In order to promote a competitive 
and vibrant private sector, the strengthening of 
institutional capacities - especially for small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) – has been defined 
as a priority task. Moreover, trade and investment 
facilitation, including transparent and predictable 
rules and regulations, is needed to contribute to 
a better business environment. The EU and its 
Member States welcome these initiatives and 
support the government in this important transition 
to make use of its vast economic potential for the 
benefit of the people of the country.  

In 2015, EU-Myanmar bilateral trade in goods 
reached ¤1.2 billion (1.7 trillion Myanmar kyat), a 40% 
increase since 2014 and a 300% increase since 2012. 
EU imports of goods from Myanmar amounted to 
¤675 million (940 billion Myanmar kyat) in 2015. 
Garments made up more than half of these with the 
remainder including rice, fisheries products, wood 
products and beans. 

EU companies are increasingly investing in 
the country, creating new jobs, bringing in 
new technology and know-how, opening up 
opportunities for local suppliers, and making new 
products and services available for the people of 
Myanmar. In terms of foreign direct investment, the 
EU Member States are the fourth largest foreign 
investor. 

The EU and its Member States are working on a 
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number of initiatives to support trade and private 
sector development.

We played a major role in the recovery of Myanmar’s 
economy by removing sanctions and reinstating 
trade preferences in 2013. The latter was done 
under the Everything But Arms initiative which now 
allows Myanmar products to enjoy duty-free and 
quota-free access to the European single market of 
over 500 million consumers, the largest of its kind 
in the world. This has been the major cause of the 
large increase in trade volumes between Myanmar 
and the EU over recent years. 

In 2014, negotiations for an Investment Protection 
Agreement (IPA) started. Once in place, this 
agreement will establish a level playing field for all 
EU and Myanmar investors to ensure the protection 
and fair treatment of investors on both sides. This 
will not only help to further increase investment, but 
also to enhance transparency, good governance 
and the protection of workers’ rights and the 
environment. 

The EU and Germany together fund the ¤10.5 
million (15 billion Myanmar kyat) Myanmar Trade 
Development Programme, implemented by GIZ, 
which enables the country to take advantage of 
its re-integration into the world trading system 
including ASEAN. It covers trade facilitation, trade 
policy development, sanitary and phytosanitary 
standards and quality infrastructure issues. The UK, 
along with Australia, funds support to the enabling 
environment for business via the International 
Finance Corporation. 

Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands, and the UK, 
along with Norway and Switzerland, provide 
support to the Myanmar Centre for Responsible 

Business, which works to encourage responsible 
business activities throughout the country. SMART 
Myanmar (SMEs for environmental Accountability, 
Responsibility and Transparency) is a ¤2 million 
(3 billion Myanmar kyat) EU project that supports 
SMEs in the garment industry to produce their 
products in a sustainable manner that is in line 
with international standards, therefore providing 
them with the opportunity to export to European 
markets.  

In cooperation with the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), the EU and its Member States 
are also fostering labour rights and decent work by 
strengthening the relations between government, 
businesses, workers and other stakeholders. 
This will help Myanmar to become an even more 
attractive business and trading partner in the world. 
Denmark is supporting the government’s labour 
market reforms including through capacity building 
activities aimed at developing safer and healthier 
working conditions and improving social dialogue. 
Sweden is working with the ILO and private sector 
companies such as H&M and C&A to improve 
industrial relations in selected garment factories, 
with a focus on women’s rights.

In 2014, we launched the European Chamber of 
Commerce in Myanmar. Its aim is to reinforce the 
mutually beneficial relationship between Myanmar 
businesses and their European counterparts, 
to give greater visibility to Myanmar in Europe, 
and to share experiences on good management 
practices, including corporate social responsibility. 
The Chamber cooperates closely with bilateral 
chambers from the Member States on the basis of 
complementarity and subsidiarity.  

Germany, with almost ¤53 million (77 billion 
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Myanmar kyat) and five ongoing projects, focuses 
on fostering a favourable environment for SMEs 
with work that includes institutional capacity 
building and SME financing via the local banking 
sector. 

The UK has seven projects that are related to the 
private sector with a total volume of ¤29 million 
(42 billion Myanmar kyat). The largest and newest 
of these is the DaNa Facility, a 5-year programme 
focusing on inclusive, responsible and competitive 
business growth as well as investment and trade.  

Denmark is implementing projects targeting a 
sustainable marketplace and responsible business, 
as well as setting up an ¤11m (15.7 billion Myanmar 
kyat) challenge fund to support national SMEs on 

Photo: EU 

management, resource efficiency and working 
environment.

Italy’s economy is mainly sustained by SMEs and it 
brings its expertise and knowledge of  this sector 
to Myanmar by supporting SME development with 
a pro-poor and inclusive project in cooperation 
with the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO). In addition, funding is 
provided for a selection of projects implemented 
by Italian universities and NGOs including specific 
components aimed at sustaining SMEs working in 
aquaculture, tourism, and agriculture. 

We work to coordinate all of this support to trade and 
private sector development with the programmes 
and projects of other donors in the country.



34

Water

Water forms an important part of Myanmar’s 
wealth of natural resources and is pivotal for the 
country’s new phase of economic development. 
It is used for a wide variety of purposes including 
facilitating food production, generating energy, 
driving industry, and providing inland transport. 
But its use and management also has a vital role 
to play in safeguarding the health of both humans 
and ecosystems, which it has the potential to 
both help and harm. Sustainable water utilisation 
and management therefore involves balancing 
development with social and environmental 
concerns, managing opportunities and risks, and 
ensuring equity. 

The country has five major river basins but water 
is unevenly distributed in time and location. For 
example, 90% of annual rainfall occurs during the 
monsoon season. Climate change is exacerbating 
this situation. The result is that different parts of 
the country face different issues around water at 
different times, ranging from flooding to shortages. 
This influences everything from agriculture to 
industry and from the environment to health and 
safety. Good water management is therefore 
essential but it has unfortunately been lacking in the 
past in many areas.  

The government, through the National Water 
Resources Committee, has been working to 
coordinate all efforts in the field of water. In 
2014, it adopted a National Water Policy, taking 
an integrated approach to water resources 
management covering the various areas mentioned 
above. It also set out new institutional arrangements 

to facilitate this and promote the kind of inter-
ministerial coordination that is needed. 
 
The EU and its Member States are working to 
support this new Policy, recognising how important 
it is for the country’s sustainable development. The 
Netherlands has undertaken a study for an Integrated 
Water Resources Management Masterplan and is 
now working with other donors to implement its 
recommendations, including the development of 
an Integrated Ayeyarwady Delta Strategy. Other 
Member States such as France provide support 
on urban water supply in Yangon and Mandalay. 
Capacity building is at the heart of our work and this 
has included assisting the government to become 
a member of networks such as the Delta Alliance 
and the Global Water Partnership in order to benefit 
from international best practice. 

An informal donor group on water has been 
established which is co-chaired by the Netherlands 
and includes Australia, France and the World Bank. 
This group aims to ensure a coherent approach 
across the other, official, Sector Coordination Groups 
where water has a role, for example Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Energy and Electric Power, 
Environmental Conservation, Health, Nutrition, and 
Transport and Communications. 
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Governance and Democracy
Myanmar has embarked upon a historic social, 
political and economic transition towards an 
emerging democracy. However, decades of 
military rule have left the country with a legacy 
of poor governance, weak institutional capacity 
and frail service delivery. Strong, transparent and 
accountable institutions, followed by a vibrant civil 
society and an independent media, are essential 
to the functioning of modern democratic states. 
In the congested media landscape in Myanmar, it 
is critically important to give independent media 
outlets a chance to survive, and for this purpose 
Sweden is supporting the Media Development 
Investment Fund. 

To assure Myanmar’s inclusive and sustained 
democratic transition and the overall wellbeing of 
its people, our objective is to support Myanmar in 
strengthening effective governance systems and 
public institutions, developing capacities across 
government for policy making, planning and 
implementation, and promoting the rule of law and 
democratic governance. 

Public administration, including de-centralisation 
and local governance reform, is one priority. 
Together with the UN, the EU helped government 
to draw up a Framework for Administrative 
Reform. The EU has deployed technical experts to 
support the national planning process, including 
the formulation of a National Comprehensive 
Development Plan, while Denmark, Germany, 
Italy and the UK are providing support to the 
government’s Central Statistical Organisation. In 
a joint effort with our development partners, the 
EU and its Member States have identified various 

opportunities to strengthen Myanmar’s planning 
processes at the national level and to engage in 
reforms with Myanmar’s Union Civil Service Board, 
as well as supporting a number of pilot planning and 
development projects at township and municipal 
level. 

Democratic values and a strong commitment to 
human rights underline all our engagement and 
are mainstreamed into all of our development 
programmes. Civil society has a critical role to play 
in the success of Myanmar’s social and political 
transition and the EU and its Member States work to 
promote the establishment of an environment that 
protects and fosters civil society’s rights. We help 
facilitate civil society engagement with government, 
expose local organisations to international best 
practices, ensure their involvement in our own 
planning processes, and channel part of our support 
to the country through them. 

Elections are an essential component of a functioning 
democracy. The EU, Denmark, Sweden and the UK, 
together with other development partners, made 
a crucial contribution to the holding of peaceful 
and competitive general elections in 2015 and by-
elections in 2017 through various programmes such 
as STEP Democracy. The EU and its Member States 
continue to support the Union Election Commission, 
Parliament, political parties, civil society, domestic 
election observation groups, media and the public 
on further democratic and electoral reforms. 

The EU and its Member States recognise that a 
fair and just rule of law system is essential to build 
lasting trust among individuals, communities, civil 
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society and the institutions that deliver justice. 
To promote genuine rule of law, the EU supports 
a large ‘access to justice’ programme called 
MyJustice that equips people with the knowledge, 
confidence and opportunities to have their disputes 
fairly and equitably resolved by improving access 
to, and strengthening the capacity of, both formal 
and informal justice systems. This programme 
especially targets vulnerable groups but also the 
legal profession and justice institutions to better 
use and respond to innovations, such as community 
mediation and paralegal services, thus cultivating a 
more community-driven approach to local justice 
issues. Denmark has launched a major programme 
on Rule of Law and Human Rights (running from 
2016 to 2020) which supports the Union Attorney 
General’s Office, the Office of the Supreme Court 
of the Union, lawyers, civil society organisations as 
well as university law departments in strengthening 
capacities on core aspects of rule of law and human 
rights and in promoting reform in relevant areas. The 
programme is based on participatory approaches, 
supporting partners to identify their own needs and 
priorities and to take the lead in the implementation 
of activities.

Myanmar also benefits from legal capacity building 
of justice sector professionals and strengthening of 
rule of law institutions to help them better fulfil their 
mandates, with support from Finland, Sweden, the 
UK and other donors. This includes support to the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
to provide advice to Myanmar’s newly-formed Rule 
of Law Coordination Body.  

Police play a central role in upholding the rule of 
law and human rights, and at the same time need 
to themselves adhere to the rule of law. Therefore, 
the EU is working with the Myanmar Police Force to 
achieve comprehensive reforms that would result 
in a more preventive, balanced and professional 
approach to law enforcement, based on respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well 
as a more service-oriented and accountable Force 
that is trusted by the different communities. The UK 
also supports the Myanmar Police Force, through 
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), on 
the National Crime Prevention Strategy (NCPS) 
and how it can start to work with other agencies 
to implement this in selected communities. Sweden 
partners with UNODC to support the government 
to fulfil its obligation as a signatory to the UN 
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).  

The European commitment to promoting good 
governance and democracy has also involved 
direct support to the statistical sector, aimed at 
strengthening Myanmar institutions’ policy planning 
capacities. Along with the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, and the UN, the EU assisted 
with the drafting of the National Strategy for the 
Development of Statistics. Finland, Germany, Italy, 
Sweden and the UK all supported the historic 2014 
census and related data publication, together with 
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
other donors.
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Aid Information Management System 

For development assistance 
to be effective it needs to be 
coordinated and aligned with 
national priorities. Gaps and 
overlaps need to be avoided 
and government, civil society 
and other stakeholders need to 
know what donors are doing. To 
facilitate this, the EU provided 
funding for the government to 
develop an online Aid Information 
Management System (AIMS) 
to track donors’ projects and 
programmes.  
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Now online and fully operational, 
Mohinga - http://mohinga.
info - tracks over ¤5 billion 
(7.2 trillion Myanmar kyat) in 
aid commitments, comprising 
over 1,500 activities. Aid flows 
are mapped and graphed by 
location, sector, ministry, and 
donor. Interactive dashboards 
and customisable reports allow 
users to visualise and use the 
information in a wide variety of 
ways. Donors submit data through 
an online web interface or they 
can import data directly from 
their capitals’ submissions to the 
International Aid Transparency 
Initiative (IATI) 
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The main donor coordination 
body in Myanmar, the Cooperation 
Partners Group, has created a 
dedicated Work Stream on AIMS 
which includes the EU, Germany, 
Italy, and Sweden, along with 
other interested donors. The 
Work Stream holds regular 
meetings with government. 
Currently, Germany and Italy are 
also providing financial support 
to further develop the capabilities 
and use of the system. 
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Contacts

EU 
EU Delegation 
6th Floor, Hledan Centre
Corner of Pyay Road and Hledan Road 
Kamayut Township
Yangon, Myanmar
+95 1 230 5643
delegation-myanmar@eeas.europa.eu  
www.euinmyanmar.eu 

Austria
Embassy of Austria
Unit 1801, 18th Floor
No. 1 Q. House Lumpini
South Sathorn Road
Thungmahamek, Sathorn
Bangkok 10120, Thailand 
+66 2 105 6710
bangkok-ob@bmeia.gv.at
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-bangkok/ 

Belgium
Embassy of Belgium
16th Floor, Sathorn Square 
98 North Sathorn Road
Silom Sub-District
Bangrak District 
Bangkok 10500, Thailand
+66 2 108 1800
bangkok@diplobel.fed.be
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/thailand/

Bulgaria
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria 
5, Nui Truc Street
Van Phuc, Hanoi
P.O. Box 10, Vietnam
+84 4 3845 2908
embassy.hanoi@mfa.bg  
http://www.mfa.bg/embassies/vietnam/

Croatia
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia 
Level 35, Vista Tower
The Intermark
348 Jalan Tun Raza
Kuala Lumpur 50400
Malaysia
+60 3 2181 5037
croemb.kuala-lumpur@mvep.hr
http://www.mvep.hr/en/ 

Cyprus 
High Commission of the Republic of Cyprus 
D64 Malcha Marg
Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110021 
India
+ 91 11 4358 6295
delhihc@mfa.gov.cy 
 http://www.mfa.gov.cy/highcom_newdelhi
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Czech Republic
Embassy of the Czech Republic 
109/B2 Aung Taw Mu Lane
Than Lwin Road
Bahan Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 230 6174
yangon@embassy.mzv.cz 
http://www.mzv.cz/yangon/

Denmark 
Embassy of Denmark 
3 Pyay Road
6 Miles
Hlaing Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 538 700
ygnamb@um.dk 
http://myanmar.um.dk 

Estonia
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia 
C15 Malcha Marg
Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110021
India
+91 11 4948 8650
embassy.new-delhi@mfa.ee
http://www.newdelhi.vm.ee/embassy 

Finland
Embassy of Finland 
14th Floor, Athenee Tower
63 Wireless Road, Lumpini
Pathumwan
Bangkok 10330
Thailand 
+66 2 207 8700
sanomat.yan@formin.fi 
http://www.finland.or.th

As of 1 September 2017:

Embassy of Finland
3 Pyay Road
6 Miles
Hlaing Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 513 459 
sanomat.yan@formin.fi
http://www.finland.or.th/

France
Embassy of France 
102 Pyidaungsu Yeithka Road 
Dagon Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 212 520
assistant.ambafrance@gmail.com
https://mm.ambafrance.org 
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Germany
German Embassy 
9 Bogyoke Aung San Museum Road
Bahan Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 548 951 
info@rangun.diplo.de 
http://www.rangun.diplo.de 

Greece
Embassy of Greece
Unit No. 100/41, 23rd Floor
Sathorn Nakorn Tower
No. 100 North Sathorn Road
Silom Sub-District, Bangrak District
Bangkok 10500, Thailand
+66 2 667 0090 
gremb.ban@mfa.gr 
www.mfa.gr/bangkok 

Hungary
Embassy of Hungary 
14th Floor, Park Ventures Ecoplex 
57 Wireless Road
Lumpini
Pathumwan
Bangkok 10330
Thailand
+66 2 118 9600
mission.bgk@mfa.gov.hu
https://bangkok.mfa.gov.hu/eng 

Ireland
Embassy of Ireland
12th Floor, 208 Wireless Road
Lumpini, Pathumwan
Bangkok 10330
Thailand
+66 2 016 1360   
irishembassythailand@dfa.ie  
https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/thailand/ 
 

Italy
Embassy of Italy 
3 Inya Myaing Road
Bahan Township 
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 527 100 
ambyang.mail@esteri.it
http://www.ambyangon.esteri.it

Latvia
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia 
B8 Anand Niketa
New Delhi 110021 
India
+91 11 4985 9100
embassy.india@mfa.gov.lv  
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/newdelhi/ 
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Lithuania
Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania 
A18 King’s Garden Villa
18 Xiaoyun Road
Chaoyang District
Beijing 100125
People’s Republic of China  
+86 10 8451 8520
consul.cn1@urm.lt 
http://cn.mfa.lt

Luxembourg
Embassy of Luxembourg
17th Floor, Q House Lumphini 
1 South Sathorn Road
Tungmahamek Sathorn
Bangkok 10120
Thailand
+66 2 677 7360
bangkok.amb@mae.etat.lu
http://bangkok.mae.lu/en 

Malta
High Commission of Malta
N60 Panchsheel Park
New Delhi 110 017
India
+91 11 4767 4900
maltahighcommission.newdelhi@gov.mt 
http://foreignaffairs.gov.mt
 

Netherlands
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
9th Floor, Uniteam Tower
84 Pan Hlaing Street
Sanchaung Township
Yangon
Myanmar
yan@minbuza.nl
https://www.netherlandsandyou.nl/your-country-
and-the-netherlands/myanmar

Poland
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
Unit 605-607, 6th Floor
Athenee Tower, Wireless Road
Lumpini, Pathumwan
Bangkok 10330
Thailand
+66 2 079 7300
Bangkok.amb.sekretariat@msz.gov.pl 
http://www.bangkok.msz.gov.pl/en/ 

Representative Office of the Republic of Poland 
No.522/523, 
Hledan Centre 6th floor 
(EU Delegation premises), Corner of Pyay Road 
and Hledan Road, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar
+95 1 2305633, +95 1 230 5634
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Portugal
Embassy of Portugal 
26 Bush Lane 
Bangkok 10500
Thailand
+66  2 234 2123
ambassador@embassyofportugal.or.th 
https://www.banguecoque.embaixadaportugal.
mne.pt/ 

Romania
Embassy of Romania
3388/41, 12th Floor 
Sirinrat Office Building
Rama IV Road
Khlong Toei
Bangkok 10110
Thailand
 +66  2 240 2522
bangkok@mae.ro
http://bangkok.mae.ro

Slovakia
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
9th Floor, WCA Building
South Sathorn Road 25
Bangkok 10120
Thailand
+66 2 677 3445
emb.bangkok@mzv.sk 
https://www.mzv.sk/web/bangkok-en 

Slovenia
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia 
F57 King’s Garden Villa
18 Xiaoyun Road
Chaoyang District
Beijing 100125
People’s Republic of China
+ 86 10 6468 1030
sloembassy.beijing@gov.si
http://www.peking.veleposlanistvo.si 

Spain
Embassy of Spain
193/98-99, Lake Rajada Office Complex,
23rd Floor, Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey,
Khet Klongtoey, Bangkok, 10110,
Thailand
+66 2 661 8284-87
emb.bangkok.inf@maec.es
http://www.exteriores.gob.es/embajadas/
bangkok/en

Representative office of the Kingdom of Spain
6th Floor, Hledan Center
Corner of Pyay Road and Hledan Road
Kamayut Township
Yangon, Myanmar
+ 95 1 230 4417
emb.yangon@maec.es
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Sweden
Embassy of Sweden 
20th Floor, One Pacific Place
140 Sukhumvit Road
Bangkok 10110
Thailand
+66 2 263 7200
ambassaden.bangkok@gov.se 
http://www.swedenabroad.com/en-gb/
embassies/bangkok/ 

Swedish Section Office Yangon
Nordic House, No.3, Pyay Road, 6 Miles, 
Hlaing Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar
+95 (0) 1 513 459
http://www.swedenabroad.com/en-GB/
Embassies/Bangkok/About-us/Sweden-in-
Myanmar-sys/

United Kingdom 
British Embassy
80 Strand Road
Kyauktada Township
Yangon
Myanmar
+95 1 370 865
be.rangoon@fco.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/
organisations/british-embassy-rangoon 
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