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Humanitarian Situation

There are 412,193 refugees and asylum seekers in Kenya. Dadaab,
Kakuma and Nairobi host 288348, 77358 and 46487 people
respectively. 5,408 resettlement submissions and 1,841 resettlement
departures have been recorded in 2010. Dadaab Refugee camp
is the largest in the world. The camp was constructed to host
90,000 but is now hosting close to 300,000 people. More than
700 families are living outside the camp in deplorable conditions.
(Source: UNHCR, MSF). 
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Drought/ La Nina

Sectors finalized sectoral analysis, priorities and objectives ahead
of the 30 November EHRP 2011+ launch. Peer review of projects
submitted was also conducted. A total of US$525 million USD
will be requested. Above average 2009/10 short rains and 2010 long rains increased

maize production in the marginal agricultural areas. However, due
to poor harvest and post-harvest management practices, an
estimated 30 percent of the harvest was contaminated with aflatoxin
and is still being traded in markets or in storage at the household
level, raising concerns of long term effects on health. Less than
average performance of the long rains in parts of the northern and
northeastern districts including Mandera, Wajir, Marsabit, Isiolo and
parts of Tana River and Garissa led to an accelerated seasonal
decline in livestock production (Source FewsNet, KMD).

Results of the Long Rains Assessment (LRA) were Food insecure
population in need of food distribution or food for assets was reduced
from 1.6 million (SRA of Feb 2010) to 1.2 million as a consequence of
the good rains received. Additionally, the LRA recommend to assist
720 000 children with school meals and 252 000 with extended meals.
The nutrition situation remains precarious in the north and north eastern
Kenya. It was therefore recommended that support for the nutritional
programme covering 98 000 persons be maintained. 

Preliminary findings from the Urban food security assessments
carried in August- September  2010 indicates that short-term
food security has also improved among urban households
due to increased supply of food commodities, maintaining
the downward pressure on food prices for most of 2010.
The assessment suggests that estimated 3.5 million people
across urban centers are severely food insecure, increasingly
employing undesirable coping strategies ( Source : KFSSG) 

UNICEF launched an innovative approach to prevention of mother
to-child transmission, or PMTCT. Kenya introduced the Mother-
Baby Pack as part of its ‘Maisha’ initiative to create a zone free of
mother-to-child transmission of HIV. (‘Maisha’ means ‘life’ in
Kiswahili.) The initiative aims to eliminate mother-to-child
transmission by 2013 in Nyanza and Rift Valley Provinces, where
about half of all Kenyan children with HIV live, and by 2015 in the
whole country ( Source: UNICEF). 

 The Ministry of State for Special Programmes and United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) completed the Rapid Needs
Assessment in Kisumu, Eldoret, Kitale and Nakuru, the report will
be shared by December 2010. The Government has requested
UNDP to align the Disaster Risk Reduction Policy to the new
Constitution (Source UNDP)

There are  13 Transit Camps of IDPs with 475 households yet to
be resettled in the Rift Valley Province. The resettlement for the
families in 20 Self Help Groups is in progress. Out of 7, 328
families, only 1, 090 households have been resettled on 3, 159
acres(as 2.25 acres per family policy introduced last year).
The total acreage required to settle the IDP families is
approximately 20, 000 acres of land to cover farming area and
utility services. About 11, 000 acres is needed to resettle all the
IDPs.

The predicted La Nina and associated deteriorating food security
situation could reverse the positive trends regarding levels of acute
malnutrition .Results from nutrition surveys conducted in September
in  East Pokot, Samburu and Isiolo indicate that levels of global
acute malnutrition are serious with GAM rates of 16.4% (East
Pokot / SAM 2.3%), 15.7% (Samburu/SAM 3.3%), 14.2%
(Isiolo/SAM 1.5%). The estimated caseload of acute malnutrition is
40,000 for severe and 250,000 for moderate. Mitigation initiatives
are on course (Source :UNICEF)

Humanitarian challenges facing the country include negative impacts of La Nina, food insecurity, refugee and host community challenges. Water pans are drying up in the north
eastern parts of the country. In addition, food aid case loads in the north western part of the country will remain.The Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan 2011 (EHRP 2011+) will
be launched on 30 November. Refugees displaced by the fierce clashes in Mandera’s bordering town of Beled Hawo returned to their homes, after Al Shabaab peacefully recaptured
the town. UNHCR developed a contingency plan ahead of the January referendum in South Sudan. 
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A joint security operation was launched by Ethiopian and Kenyan
Security Forces to root out militia operations. Cross border conflict
in the area has been on the increase. Somalia militia issued death
threats to select leaders and one district peace committee member
was abducted
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November 2010 was marked by depressed rainfall, less than 50%
of the LTM across the country. Greater part of Eastern,South-Eastern
and Western parts of the country received less than 50% of the LTM.
Parts of the South Eastern region received 50 – 100% with some areas
of coast region getting slightly over 100%. This will have negative effects
on food security in the country as the rainfall amounts and distribution is
unlikely to support adequate food crops and pasture performance in the
South-western, Eastern and coastal regions which rely heavily on theshort rains.
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