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Arid Lands Resource Management Project 

                               Drought Early Warning System 

Drought Monitoring Bulletin: Baringo District 

Period: MAY 2006  
WARNING STAGE: 

Division(s) Stage Trend 

BARTABWA ALARM  IMPROVING 

KIPSARAMAN ALARM  IMPROVING 
KOLOWA ALARM  IMPROVING 

NGINYANG ALARM  IMPROVING 

TANGULBEI ALARM  IMPROVING           
MUKUTANI ALARM  IMPROVING 

MARIGAT ALARM  IMPROVING 

PROJECT 

AREA 

   ALARM  IMPROVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

� es shown in parentheses are for the previous month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ALRMP       ALRMP – BARINGO 

P.O. Box 53547      P.O. Box 28 

Nairobi       Marigat

Situation Overview 
    

ENVIROMENTAL INDICATORS 

• A total of 41mm rainfall was received during the month that made some impact on the grazing resources. 

• Forage quality is fair though quantity is still insufficient.  

• Water currently in use is Rivers, Traditional River wells, Pans and Dams, Boreholes, lakes and springs. 

•  Water sources are almost normalizing owing to the rainfall received during the month. 

• Distances to and from water sources both for domestic and livestock use did not change from the previous month’s average of 4.0 

km.  

 
RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

• Livestock body condition is fair for cattle while is still worse for goats and sheep due to post effects of the drought that has just 
ended and insufficient browse and pasture. 

• Livestock diseases are still persistent; C.C.P.P. disease occurrence rate was highly reported in Marigat, Bartabwa, Kipsaraman, 
Tangulbei and Nginyang divisions of the project area. 

• Livestock prices did not change in all the species except for Camels where there was no sale compared to the previous month due to 

poor body condition of the animals. 

• Food crop prices and other commodities remained constant compared to the previous month due to high demand at the moment. 

HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

• Household milk consumption is still very low due to diminished production from the animals in the review month as a result of poor 

body condition coupled with no kidding or calving of the animals 

• Terms of trade for the pastoralists remained worse in the review month 

• Malnutrition rate percentage amongst the under five children remained high during the month owing to insufficient supplementary 
foods in households. 

• Livestock migration was high during the month due to search of pasture and browse at the wet season grazing areas. 

• Human diseases reported in the project area were malaria, Aneamia, Kala-azar and diarrhea.   

 
OTHER ISSUES:  

• Food supplies and emergency relief foods do not reach Kamrio centre in Akoret location owing to bad road network. 

• Some households have to survive on casual labour and gifts to make the ends meet owing to loss of livestock to drought while 
others still survive on wild foods or skip meals as a coping strategy. 

• The food security situation in the project area is worse. This is because the prices of maize and beans are high and the supply of 
milk which forms a major proportion of the diet for the pastoralists has declined to the point where it’s virtually unavailable as 

animals are still coping with the post effects of the just ended drought. 

• Herders are moving from the district to Marakwet, West Pokot, Turkana and Keiyo. Internally, the movement is towards Lake 

Baringo, Kerio River, Amaya, Mukutani, Kiserian, Silale hills, Tiyatiy hills and Korossi hills for water and pasture. 

• The security situation in the project area is still tense following the deployment of security operation forces to crack down on cattle 
rustlers’ culprits and recovery of illegal fire arms along the shoping centres of Churo, Amaya, Kolloa, and Kongor bordering 

Laikipia, Samburu, Marakwet and Turkana districts. This has led to displacement of people from homes. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS 

     

1.1 Rainfall 

 

Rainfall of 41mm was received during the month that made some impact on the grazing resources.  

 

1.2 Forage (Pasture and Browse) 

 

The quality of browse and pasture is fair, however the pastures have not germinated quite well to enable the 

livestock feed on it satisfactorily hence quantity is still insufficient. 

 

1.3 Access to water 

 

1.3.1  Water sources 

 

The water sources currently in use by livestock and human beings are Rivers, Traditional River wells, Pans 

and Dams, Boreholes, Lakes and springs. 

Compared with the previous month the water situation is improving owing to the rainfall received.   

 

1.3.2 Average distance (Kms) to water sources 

 

The average return distance from grazing areas to main water sources was 4.0 km; the distance has not 

changed compared to the previous month. The average return distances from households to main water 

sources also was 3.0 km and the distance did not change compared to the previous month. The return time 

taken to the water sources remained at 1 1/2 hrs on average. 

The indicators will positively affect food security in the project area as the distances covered are minimal 

and the time taken to the sources did not change. 

 

2. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

 

2.1. Livestock body condition is fair for cattle while is still worse for the small stock (goats & sheep) owing 

to the post effects of the drought that has just ended coupled with insufficient pasture and browse at this 

time. However goats and sheep continued dying due to persistent effects of the just ended drought. 

 

2.2 Livestock diseases have generally subsided though others have remained persistent and the incidences 
were as follows: 

Cattle – ECF 

Camel – No disease reported 

Goats – CCPP/ diarrhea 

Sheep – Diarrhea  

The situation is fair at this time of the year and the occurrence rate of C.C.P.P. disease was highly reported 

in Marigat, Tangulbei, Kipsaraman, Bartabwa and Nginyang divisions of the project area.   

 

  

                       

2.3 Average livestock prices did not change in all the species except for camel where there was no sale 
compared to the previous month. This is attributed to poor body condition of the animals due to 

persistent effects of the just ended drought in the project area. Also livestock buyers have colluded to 

purchase the animals at low prices to take advantage of the poor condition of the animals’ body. 

Livestock prices were however higher in Mukutani and Marigat and were lower in Kipsaraman, 

Nginyang, Bartabwa, Kolowa and Tangulbei divisions.  
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Table of project area average sale prices of livestock, at household level in kshs.  

 

Year  

2006 

Jan.  Feb. Mar. Apr. May  Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.  

Cattle  6000 5860 5000 4663 4663        
Goats 790 750 650 600 600        
Sheep  700 690 580 550 550        
Camel  - 2500 3000 4000 -        

 

 

2.4 Prices of food crops at markets nearest to sample area for maize and beans. 
 

The average prices for maize and beans did not change compared to the previous month due to high 

demand in the markets as other foods derived from the animals i.e. milk has declined. 

However, maize prices were higher in Nginyang and Bartabwa while lower in Mukutani, Kolowa, 

Tangulbei, Kipsaraman and Marigat divisions. Beans prices were higher in Marigat, Mukutani and 

Nginyang while lower in Kipsaraman, Tangulbei, Kolowa and Bartabwa divisions. 

 

Table of project area, average purchase price of food crops, at market level in Kshs. per Kg. 

 

year 

2006 

Jan.  Feb. Mar. Apr. May  Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Maize  18 18 20 20 20        
Beans  43 44 48 48 48        

 

 

2.5 Purchase prices of other food commodities (Rice and Posho) 

 

Prices of Posho and rice did not change compared to the previous month owing to high demand in the local 

markets.  

Posho prices were however higher in Nginyang, Tangulbei, Kipsaraman and Bartabwa, while lower in 

Marigat, Kolowa and Mukutani divisions. Rice prices likewise were higher in Mukutani and Bartabwa 

while lower in kolowa, Nginyang, Marigat and Tangulbei divisions. There were no purchases of rice 

reported among the households sampled in Kipsaraman division. 

 

Table of project area, average purchase prices of food, at market level in Kshs. per Kg. 

 

Year  

2006 

Jan.  Feb. Mar. Apr. May  Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Posho  22 22 25 25 25        

Rice  50 48 50 52 52        

 

 

The observed situation of the rural economy indicators has positively affected the household food security 

as food prices of staple food commodities (maize, posho and beans) of the pastoralists have remained 

constant. 
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3. HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

 

3.1 Milk consumption. 

 

Milk consumption at household level remained at low percentage compared to the previous month. This is 

attributed to poor body condition and no kidding or calving of the animals in the review month owing to 

post effects of the just ended drought coupled with insufficient pasture and browse. Any milk obtained 

from the animals is reserved for the young children. 

Milk availability was however fair in parts of Mukutani, Marigat and Kolowa while it was poor in 

Bartabwa, Kipsaraman, Tangulbei and Nginyang divisions. 

The variation in milk availability among divisions is attributed to sufficient pasture and browse for the 

livestock. 

 

A table of project area, milk consumption at household level in % 

 

Year  

2006  

Jan. 

 

Feb. Mar. Apr. May  Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec 

 

Everyo

ne  

2 0 0 0 0        

Only 

childre

n 

28 20 10 30 38        

No one 70 80 90 70 62        

 

 

3.2 Terms of trade (Cereal: Meat price ratio in %) 
 

Terms of trade for the pastoralists continued to worsen compared to this time last year. The trend is 

 attributed to low prices of the livestock offered by the traders at this time of the year. The pastoralists have 

 to purchase a unit measure of cereals with approximately twenty Units of meat.  

The observed trend is not normal at this time of the year as it is expected by this time, the Terms of trade 

 should have been better.  

 The divisions where the terms of trade was fair were Marigat, Mukutani and Tangulbei While 

 Nginyang,Kipsaraman, Kolowa and Bartabwa divisions are worse. 

The variations in terms of trade among the divisions is attributed to fair livestock prices in some while 

 poor in others. 

 

This has negatively affected household food security by reducing the purchasing power and the asset level 

 of the pastoralists 

 

A table of project area, households’ terms of trade (Cereal: Meat price ratio in %) 

 

Month  Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May  Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

2005 70 71 68 77 85 90 100 96 100 100 100 100 

2006 91 95 97 95 93        
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3.3 Nutrition status of children expressed in terms of MUAC 
 

The percentage of malnourished children under all the categories of MUAC remained high compared to the 

previous month due to insufficient supplementary foods in households. The observed trend is however 

worse compared to this time last year.   

 

 

A table on the project area average percentage of children’s nutritional status MUAC < 135mm among 

those sampled. 

 

Month  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Project area 

average MUAC < 
135mm 

Year 2005 

 

17 17 18 17 16 19 16 18 16 13 13 14 

Project area  

average MUAC < 

135mm  
Year 2006 

 

18 21 23 20 19        

Total no. sampled 1845 1752 1860 1807 1785        

 

The divisions that show much higher rates of MUAC < 135mm are Tangulbei, Marigat and Kolowa while 

it was at lower rates in Kipsaraman, Nginyang, Bartabwa and Mukutani divisions.  

 

 

 

 

3.4 Livestock Migration 

 

(a) In Migration 

No migrations were reported into the district. 

 

(b) Out Migration 

The livestock are moving out of the communities to neighbouring districts (West Pokot, Turkana, Keiyo 

and Marakwet) for better pasture and browse. 

 

(c) Migration within the district 

Pastoralists within the district are converging at Kapeddo/Silale hills, Tiyatiy hills, L. Baringo, Kiserian, 

Mukutani, Amaya, Korossi hills and along Kerio River for water, pasture and browse. 

 

The observed situation of the human welfare indicators on the overall food security in the project area, 

impacted negatively in that the pastoralists terms of trade is worsening and the nutritional status of children 

whose mid upper arm circumference (MUAC) below 135 mm i.e. at risk of getting malnutrition is high.    
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4. OTHER ISSUES 
 

� Households have to reduce the number of meals eaten a day, some skip meals or go without food while 

others still survive on wild foods, casual labour and gifts as a way of coping strategy. 

� Generally the food security situation in the project area is worse. The EMOP relief food aid distributed 

by the GOK targeted only a few beneficiaries living out majority of the needy according to the data 

report collected from the project area. This calls for increment of the relief food aid to target more 

needy beneficiaries. 

� Malaria, Aneamia, Kala-azar and diarrhoea diseases remained the major ailments in the project area 

affecting many people mostly children during the review period. 

� The security situation in the project area is still tense following the deployment of security operation 

forces to crack down on cattle rustlers’ culprits and recovery of illegal fire arms the previous month 

along the shoping centres bordering Laikipia, Samburu, Marakwet and Turkana districts i.e. Churo, 

Amaya, Kolloa and Kongor. This has led to displacement of people from homes. 

� Food supplies and emergency relief foods do not reach Kamrio centre in Akoret location owing to bad 

road network. 

 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

i. More relief food along with supplementary food aid should be given by the government to cater for 

households that lost livestock due to drought or have no food to eat but survive on gifts/casual jobs, 

wild foods and the under five years children whose MUAC measurements are below 135 mm (At 

risk of getting malnutrition) 

ii. Veterinary department to vaccinate Goats against C.C.P.P. disease reported in high incidence rate in 

the project area i.e. Marigat, Bartabwa, Kipsaraman, Tangulbei and Nginyang divisions. 

iii. The road networking Akoret location i.e. Chemolingot – Kamrio, Kapau- Kongor- Roti and Kamrio 

– Kolloa should be graded by the District Public Works Engineer to enable delivery of foods to the 

area. 

iv. The DMOH should make Chemolingot sub-district hospital fully operational in transfusing blood to 

patients to cut the cost for referrals to Kabarnet district hospital from the facility whenever anaemic 

cases occur and also to stock Kala-azar medicine at the facility to assist those affected by the disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


