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KEY FACTS 

 

• At least 13 civilians killed in armed clashes in Rutshuru 

• Humanitarian response hampered by continuing violence 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 

Clashes between the Congolese army and 

fighters from the armed group Mouvement du 

23 mars (M23) continued in Rutshuru territory 

in North Kivu, affecting thousands of people, 

most of them women and children.  

 

At least 13 civilians, including four children, 

were killed between 19 and 21 June during 

fighting in the localities of Bugina, 

Kanyabusoro, Musezero and Nkokwe, 

according to local authorities. Several villages 

in Rutshuru territory have been practically 

emptied of their inhabitants, some of whom 

have fled to Uganda. Rutshuru centre and 

Kiwanja continue to welcome new people 

from the combat zones. At least 17,000 

displaced people have arrived since last 

March; they are currently housed in schools, 

stadiums and other collective spaces; many 

were taken in by host families. Among the new 

arrivals, an estimated 3,000 displaced people, 

including more than 1,000 people who have 

arrived since 12 June, are living in crowded 

conditions at the Rugabo stadium in Central 

Rutshuru. UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, and Congolese NGO AIDES had built 17 community shelters, but they 

quickly became overcrowded. Humanitarian interventions continue despite limited financial resources and 

humanitarian access.  
 

Access to vulnerable populations in Rwanguba Health Zone remains particularly difficult due to the continuing 

fighting that has led to the closure of the road between Bunagana and Burayi since 12 June. Among others, the 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and its partner NGO United Volunteers for Development and Health 

(AVUDS) have started, since 18 June, activities to improve access to sanitation activities and increase the supply of 

drinking water in the collective centres of Rutshuru centre where more than 6,500 displaced people live.  

 

In Nyiragongo territory, the security situation remains volatile despite a relative lull in the areas of Kibumba and 

Buhumba since late May. Food, water, essential household items are among their most pressing needs. More than 

600 families whose homes were reportedly destroyed during the clashes are also in urgent need of shelter.  

 

Since March, at least 158,000 people have suffered from displacement in the territories of Rutshuru and Nyiragongo 

as a result of clashes between the Congolese army and the M23. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND GAPS 
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 Health 

On 17 June, international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières launched a mobile clinic at the Rugabo stadium; malaria 

and diarrhea are the most common diseases, with severe cases referred to the Rutshuru General Referral Hospital 

(HGR). However, since 12 June, the organization has suspended its emergency response in two health centres and 

the hospital in Rwanguba due to insecurity. Since 18 June, the Congolese Red Cross has been assessing health needs 

in the Rutshuru Health Zone ahead of a planned health care assistance to displaced people and host families. 
 

   Food security 

 Since 16 June, the World Food Programme 

(WFP) and its partner CARITAS have been 

providing food to more than 64,000 people 

living in the Rwanguba Health Zone. 

Interrupted on 18 and 19 June following 

fighting in the area, distribution resumed on 20 

June and will continue until 23 June. The 

NGOs Save the Children and BIFERD have 

also provided food assistance to more than 

1,300 people in Rubare in Rutshuru Health 

Zone from 13 to 17 June. The two 

organizations also distributed household items 

to 2,600 people in Rugari and Kabindi on 14 

and 15 June. 
 

  Protection   

Protection actors have trained at least 484 

people on the prevention of sexual 

exploitation and abuse (PSEA) and gender-based violence in Rutshuru and Nyiragongo from 13 to 19 June. These 

activities were carried out in schools in Kanyaruchinya and Kayembe in Nyiragongo territory, through community 

radio broadcasts in Kiwanja, as well as door-to-door sensitizations in Mabungo, Bwito and Bwisa in Rutshuru 

territory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food is becoming scarce at the Rugabo Stadium in Rutshuru centre, where 
more than 3,000 displaced people are currently staying. OCHA/Endurance 
Lum Nji 

For further information, please contact: 

Joseph INGANJI, Head of Office, OCHA DRC, (+243) 970 003 760, inganji@un.org 

Yvon EDOUMOU, Head of Public Information, OCHA DRC, (+243) 819889136, edoumou@un.org 

Information products on the humanitarian situation in the DRC are available at www.humanitarianresponse.info  or 

www.reliefweb.int 
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