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women attending antenatal 
care sessions

deliveries in health facilities 
attended by skilled birth 
attendants

121
women regularly attending 
post-natal care

children under 5 screened for 
malnutrition

outpatient consultations provided

91,987
PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

IOM PROVIDES EMERGENCY 
PRIMARY HEALTH CARE (PHC) 
SERVICES INCLUDING CLINICAL 
CONSULTATIONS, EMERGENCY 
OBSTETRIC AND NEONATAL CARE, 
VACCINATIONS, AND HEALTH 
PROMOTION SERVICES.

TOP MORBIDITIES IN WAU POC

HIGHLIGHTS

respiratory tract 
infections

malaria skin disease acute watery
diarrhea

31% 29% 17% 16%

15,055

2,140
436

SUCCESS STORY

Zeinab’s neighbour Monica is recovering from a life-threatening 
case of measles. She is one of over 500 people affected by a sudden 
outbreak of the disease in late December.
Monica suffered from white eyes, coughing, runny nose, high fever 
and painful spots until her neighbours told her she should go to 
the clinic. Monica takes care of six children, including her sister’s 
children whose mother was killed during the fighting in June. Due 
to the highly contagious nature of measles, Monica had to rely on 
the support of her neighbours to take care of the children while 
she remained isolated for 25 days to protect them from contracting 
the disease. 
Since the outbreak began, IOM and partners managed to vaccinate 
more than 10,000 children under the age of 5, and since 23 
December 2016 provided measles vaccinations at the exit and 
entry points of the PoC site for 1,862 children.
Fleeing to the site in late June, Monica remembers “we moved 
from our home out of fear; everything was broken and looted.” She 
asks that the leaders “let people try to get peace; we are suffering 
and there is no future for the children.” 

• At the start of the year, IOM was conducting an average of 1,000 
consultations per week. At the height of the latest escalation in 
fighting in April, that number more than doubled. IOM responded 
by recruiting more clinical staff and mobilizing resources to cover the 
increased needs.

• In the past six months, Wau has experienced two major outbreaks 
of vaccine preventable diseases: measles and chicken pox. Through 
consistent case management and community health promotion, IOM 
and partners brought measles cases to zero by April 2017. Following 
outbreaks of violence in April, new unvaccinated refugees arrived in 
the PoC and measles cases started appearing again. Despite the high 
number of cases, no deaths from measles have been registered in 
the PoC.

• IOM conducted Rapid Response Missions (RRMs) and assessments 
outside Wau town to offer lifesaving primary healthcare services for 
those without access to facilities and care. RRMs for example took 
place to Baggare, in Juur River County and Masna, Wau County.

• As part of health systems strengthening, IOM has provided a suitable 
environment for student nurses from Wau teaching hospital to 
practice midwifery. IOM has also built capacity of national staff. For 
example, malaria diagnosis skills have improved through training as 
indicated by a higher number of confirmed diagnoses, as opposed to 
unconfirmed malaria diagnoses.

Contact person: Beldina Gikundi, bgikundi@iom.int
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