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Current issues 

Preparing for H1N1 in Tajikistan 

The Tajik Ministry of Health has confirmed 8 cases 
of H1N1 influenza so far; it is estimated that many 
more cases go unreported. No severe cases or 
deaths have been registered. 

In preparation for the pandemic, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is helping to strengthen the 
surveillance capacity of the country by providing the 
national laboratory with equipment, reagents and 
other supplies. Laboratory specialists were also 
trained. A nationwide surveillance system was 
established with twelve health facilities in strategic 
locations providing inputs. WHO provided 
equipment, training and financial support to the sites 
for the collection and transport of samples. 

Standard Operating Procedures for surveillance, 
case management, infection control and 
preventative measures were distributed to all health 
facilities and 13,000 doses of Tamiflu were made 
available. Two international Intensive Care Unit 
specialists were deployed; they trained health 
workers on the management of Severe Acute 
Respiratory Infections in the capital and in Khorog, 
Khujand, Kulyab and Kurgan Tyube. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is 
implementing an array of public information 
activities on influenza. Two TV and radio spots are 
being broadcasted across the country, while over 
200,000 leaflets were distributed to children, 
travelers and the general population. A social 
mobilization campaign and community-based 
prevention activities were carried out in the Sughd 
province in the north and in eight districts. UNICEF 

also supported a training on H1N1 communication 
and prevention for 150 health workers. 

For more information: gonzalezl.who@tajnet.com or 
asodiqov@unicef.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Response activities 

Over $400,000 for housing in Khuroson 

The Department for International Development 
(DFID) of the United Kingdom donated the 
equivalent of $417,000 for the construction of 25 
new houses in Khuroson. Vulnerable families who 
were left homeless after the mudflow hit their village 
in spring will occupy their new homes early next 
year. 

The additional funding was announced by the 
Ambassador of the United Kingdom, Mr. Trevor 
Moore, during a visit to the new settlements of 
Shohrukh and Oftobak in Khuroson on 
25 November with Mr. Bob Leverington, Head of 
DFID.  

The delegation was received by Mr. Abdurahmonov 
Saidumron, the Deputy Governor of Khatlon 
province, and visited the work-in-progress for the 
installation of a new water supply system in 
Shohrukh, undertaken by UNICEF and funded by 
DFID and the European Commission Humanitarian 
aid Office (ECHO). 

Shohrukh children fetching drinking water in jerry cans | UNICEF 

In Oftobak, the visitors saw the first 10 earthquake-
resistant and energy-efficient houses being built by 
Caritas Switzerland. The houses are part of a 
shelter project aiming at providing the mudslide 
victims who lost their house with a new one. Out of 
the $2 million required for the houses, $1.3 million 
still need to be raised. 
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Cash, food and in-kind aid for 716 families  

Over the last two months, Save the Children 
provided in-kind assistance to 450 families who lost 
their belongings during the spring floods and 
mudflows. The goods were distributed to disaster-
struck families in four districts in the south of the 
country: Kulyab (60 families), Khuroson (351 
families), Pyandj (33 families) and Qumsangir 
(6 families). Each family received a ‘household kit,’ 
consisting of bed linen, blankets, towels and other 
basic necessities, to assist them in re-establishing 
their homes in new settlements. The aid was 
financed by DFID. 

In addition, one hundred of the most vulnerable 
households in Khuroson were given $125 in cash 
through a Swedish International Development 
Agency (SIDA) project to help them to restore their 
lives. Food donated by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) was used to 
support another 166 families directly affected by the 
flooding and mudslides in Kulyab and Khuroson 
districts. In total, they received 3 tons of wheat flour, 
445 liters of vegetable oil and 3.6 tons of yellow 
peas. 

For more information: wlynch@savechildren.org 

 

Donations by Slovakia and Sri Lanka 

In a second delivery of in-kind assistance, Slovakia 
provided nearly ten tons of winter clothing and 
medicines for the victims of the spring floods and 
mudflows in Tajikistan. Slovakia’s Ambassador to 
Tajikistan, Mr. Jozef Macisak, handed over the 
goods to local authorities on 12 November. In the 
first phase of humanitarian assistance, in May of 
this year, Slovakia had delivered a humanitarian 
consignment worth $300,000, including large field 
tents, mobile generators and medicines. 

Sri Lanka donated the sum of $25,000 to the 
Government of Tajikistan as a contribution to the 
emergency relief for the same disasters. The check 
was handed over by the Sri Lankan Ambassador to 
the country, Mr. Jayalath Weerakkody, based in 
Islamabad, after presentation of his credentials to 
the President of Tajikistan on 23 November. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Coordination 

Disaster Risk Reduction in Central Asia 

The 2nd Regional Consultative Meeting for Disaster 
Risk Reduction in Central Asia, held in Bishkek on 
18 and 19 November, brought together over 130 
disaster experts and stakeholders from the Central 
Asian countries, benefiting from the Disaster 
Preparedness Programme of ECHO (DIPECHO) – 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan. The event was co-hosted by the 
Ministry of Emergency Situations of Kyrgyzstan and 
ECHO. 

The meeting reviewed the interventions and 
achievements of the past five cycles of the 
DIPECHO programme and identified gaps and the 
scope of future interventions in disaster 
preparedness and risk reduction. The meeting’s 
conclusions and recommendations will inform the 
formulation of the 6th DIPECHO Action Plan for 
Central Asia. 

For more information: adam.yao@echo.tajnet.com 
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