
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  www.ochaonline.un.org 

1 

 

 

Sudan • Blue Nile and South Kordofan  
Situation Report No. 21 
03/10/2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 24 
September - 03 October 2011.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Fighting continues between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Movement – North (SPLM-N) in both South Kordofan and Blue Nile State 
• There are now reported to be over 25,000 refugees from Blue Nile State in Ethiopia  
• Humanitarian access remains severely restricted for international organizations in these two states, 

but the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) continues to deliver humanitarian assistance in 
Government-held areas 

• Flooding in South Kordofan State compounds accessibility restrictions 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
Blue Nile State 
Ongoing hostilities between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement – North (SPLM-N) in Blue Nile State continue to affect civilians and cause further displacement. 
SAF has reported that it now has control of Dindiro town, 30km north of Kurmuk town. According to the UN 
Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS), SAF aerial bombardments in Kurmuk locality were reported on 
24 and 25 September and an escalation in fighting in Geissan locality was reported on 26 September. 
 
UNHCR reports that, since 3 September 2011, over 25,000 persons have fled fighting in Blue Nile State to 
Ethiopia. On 23 September alone, over 1,500 persons crossed into Ethiopia. These refugee movements 
increasingly consist of families carrying household belongings and livestock, indicating that many of those 
fleeing to Ethiopia do not anticipate returning in the immediately. Heavy rains since 25 September have 
slowed cross border movements. As aerial bombing is occurring close to the border, UNHCR and the 
Government of Ethiopia are working to move refugees to safer locations away from the border. UNHCR, 
WFP and UNICEF have launched a joint appeal for $18.3m to assist up to 35,000 Sudanese refugees from 
Blue Nile State in Ethiopia.   
 
According to refugee statements, many people have been displaced to communities outside of Kurmuk town 
where many persons are reported to be sleeping in the open. New arrivals from Ed Damazine locality are 
also reported in Geissan locality. Further displacement in the south of the state remains probable as 
frontlines push towards Kurmuk and aerial bombardment of territory held by SPLM-N continues.   
 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), high levels of insecurity are placing increased strain on 
health infrastructures in the south of Blue Nile State. WHO reports that out of the 141 health facilities located 
in the localities of Bau, Kurmuk and Geissan only 29 are reported to still be operational.  
 
Due to mobility restrictions and limited humanitarian access it has not been possible, for the most part, to 
independently verify displaced population figures. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), in 
cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), however, has been able to distribute 
non-food items and undertake limited needs assessments at eight displacement sites in Ed Damazine and 
surrounding areas.  
 
During a recent visit to Blue Nile State, the Vice President of the Republic of Sudan indicated that the 
Government would cover the needs of around 300,000 conflict affected communities in the areas of food, 
health, nutrition, water and sanitation, and NFIs for a period of three months. 
 
South Kordofan State 
   
There have been further reports of sporadic shooting near Kadugli town throughout the reporting period. As 
concerns SPLM-N areas, reports were received of continued aerial bombardment on 26 and 27 September. 
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Insecurity and current movement restrictions continue to affect humanitarian operations in South Kordofan 
State. Humanitarian organisations are not permitted to enter areas of conflict. Several humanitarian agencies 
maintain national staff in South Kordofan, however only WHO currently retains an international staff 
presence (1 expatriate).  
 
Movement outside of Kadugli is restricted for most NGOs, with only the SRCS able to develop significant 
field presence, covering 11 out 19 localities in South Kordofan. Technically, UN agencies are able to operate 
in Dilling, Elsalam, Muglad and Babanusa areas; however permission to operate outside of Kadugli town is 
rarely granted.  
 
On 22 September, a truck with SAF soldiers heading from Kurgul to Dilling was reportedly ambushed by the 
SPLA near Khorzenab. During the attack, a civilian truck with two employees of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and a sedan with five passengers travelling towards Kurgul and passing through the ambush site were 
caught in-between. As a result, the two passengers on the truck were killed as well as the three passengers 
of the civilian sedan. 
 
Compounding access restrictions, recent flooding caused by heavy rains in South Kordofan has also led to 
many roads being unpassable. SRCS reports that, due to flooding, planned needs assessments and NFI 
distributions in Talodi, Kalogi and Abu Karshola have been postponed. 
 
The Sudanese Ministry of Health and WHO continue to monitor the provision of healthcare to displaced 
populations in the major Government-held towns of South Kordofan, as the risk from communicable and 
outbreak-prone diseases is reported to be high.   
 
Since the outbreak of hostilities in early June, SRCS estimates that around 75,000 persons have been 
displaced in government-controlled areas. While a substantial part of these was reported to have returned, 
SRCS has completed the registration in Khartoum (including Omdurman, Khartoum North and Mayo) of over 
35,000 displaced from South Kordofan  last week.  
 
A joint SRCS and GoS assessment in Rashad and Abu Gebeha localities registered 13,340 individual IDPs 
originating from Talodi locality.  
 
    

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response by sector 
 
Blue Nile State 
 
FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
WFP interventions are yet to resume as it awaits approval from the Government’s Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC).   
 
According to SRCS, various national NGOs assisted in a one-off food distribution for 308,850 people, 
consisting of sugar, lentils, oil, wheat, onions and biscuits.  
 
According to the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), Lumpy Skin Disease has been reported in 
cattle in Agadi, Buot and Waddabook areas west of Ed Damazine. FAO has prepositioned 127,000 
vaccinations in Kadugli with the Ministry of Agriculture for immediate intervention.  
 
HEALTH 
The Ministry of Health and WHO report an increase in acute bloody diarrhea and malaria in the Ed Damazine 
and Roseires areas of Blue Nile State. Disease incidence is likely to increase as displacement to settlements 
without sanitation or safe drinking water continues. This situation is compounded by the onset of the rainy 
season.  
 
The Emergency Health Task Force has been activated to coordinate all health activities, focusing on 
provision of mobile clinic services, water chlorination and health education campaigns. WHO has donated 
supplies of vaccines (snake, rabies and scorpion vaccines) in addition to HIV/AIDS medication. 
 
PROTECTION 
Mechanisms are being established by UN agencies to enable family tracing of persons who are now 
refugees in Ethiopia. UNICEF reports that child protection mechanisms require strengthening throughout 
Blue Nile State.  
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NON-FOOD ITEMS AND EMERGENCY SHELTER 
In coordination with local authorities, the ICRC and SRCS jointly assessed and distributed NFI kits 
(tarpaulins, blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats, clothing kits, buckets, kitchen-sets, soap) to 17,964 persons 
in 9 locations with IDPs in an area up to 100 km around Damazine. SRCS furthermore distributed another 
500 NFI kits to IDPs. ICRC/SRCS water technicians also repaired a hand pump in Alazaza locality that now 
provides clean and safe water for its 1,500 inhabitants. In addition, 285 mosquito nets, 27 sleeping mats and 
303 blankets were also distributed by SRCS. 
 
MINE ACTION 
According to UNMAS mine clearance operations in the Blue Nile State have been halted due to the onset of 
the rainy season. Mine Risk Education is being prioritized.  
 
South Kordofan 
 
FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
As food stocks delivered two months ago are now depleted, WFP reports that 11,000 IDPs in Talodi, South 
Kordofan, are experiencing food shortages.  
 
HEALTH 
WHO is working in partnership with UNICEF, IOM and SCRS to promote good hygiene practices and 
improve sanitation.  
 
PROTECTION 
Reports indicate that stocks of re-unification packages and non-food items are almost depleted.   
 
NON-FOOD ITEMS AND EMERGENCY SHELTER 
UNICEF registered and provided NFIs to 15,500 displaced persons in Kadugli and Reifasharqi localities.  
Since the beginning of the conflict, SRCS has distributed NFIs to approximately 49,500 households in 
Government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. NFIs stocks in Kadugli warehouse are reported to be 
running low and are in need of replenishment. Access to Rashad locality is difficult due to ongoing rains. 
 
UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Social Welfare in 15 localities to undertake IDP profiling, family tracing 
and registration.  
 
At UNICEF’s request, UNJLC sent NFIs to flood affected persons in Elshurab village in the Muglad area. In 
total, the Sudanese Civil Defense Force reports that over 18,500 persons were affected by flooding. Flood 
affected persons in Abu Gebeiha did not receive NFIs, as they were incorrectly delivered to Rashad town. 
 
MINE ACTION 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) activities were held for 31,896 pupils in South Kordofan State. Additionally, 50 
teachers and 36 SRCS officers are being trained to deliver Mine Risk Education. Humanitarian demining is 
required, however demining activities have not yet started pending an agreement with state authorities. 
 
 

IV. Contact 
 
 
New York  
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 
 

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 

 
Michal Ullmann, Humanitarian Affairs Officer,  
Coordination and Response Division 
Tel: +1 212-963 2279 E-Mail: ullmann@un.org  

Geneva  
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 



P

Bau
Bout

Yabus

Menza

Geissan

Dindiro

El Roseires

Kurmuk

Ed Damazine

0 25 50 kms

ETHIOPIA

SENNAR

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN

SUDAN: Blue Nile State - Administrative Map
03 October 2011

El Roseires

Ed Damazine

Geissan

Bau

Al Tadamon

El Kurmuk

³
Map data source(s):
Admin Boundaries, Settlements (OCHA, SIM)
Disclaimers:
The designations employed and the presentation of
material on this map do not imply the expression of
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat
of theUnited Nations concerning the legal status of
any country,territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries.

EgyptLibya

Chad

Uganda Kenya

Eritrea

CAR

DRC

Ethiopia
REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH SUDAN

Map Doc Name:

Creation Date:
Projection/Datum:

 
SU-Sudan-Blue Nile  

Administrative A4 Map
03 October 2011

Geographic/ WGS 1984

Legend

OCHA Sudan is funded by: 

P State Capital

Town

Paved Road

Secondary

Locality Boundary

State Boundary

Int. Boundary
Common Humanitarian Fund (DFID, Ireland, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden) Australia, Canada, 
ECHO, Germany, Switzerland, USAID/OFDA 

White Nile



Egypt
Libya

Chad Eritrea

CAR
Ethiopia

Republic of 
South Sudan

SUDAN: South Kordofan - Administrative Map 
03 October 2011

P

o

o
o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

P

P

Warrab

Upper
Nile

Northern
Kordofan

Al Gezira

Habila

Umm Dorain

Abu Jubaiha

Dilling

Talodi

Heiban

Rashad

Buram
Trogi

El Dar

Bentiu

Malakal

Lake Jau

Abu Kershola

Kadugli

Abyei

Kologi

Dalami

Umm Heitan

Julud

Kauda

Map data source(s):
Admin Boundaries, Settlements (OCHA,
SIM)
Disclaimers:
The designations employed and the
presentation of material on this map do
not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat
of the United Nations concerning the
legal status of any country, territory, city
or area or of its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers or

0 20 40 60 80 100 kms

Map Doc Name:

Creation Date:
Projection/Datum:

 
SU-South Kordofan 

Administrative A4 Map
03 October 2011

Geographic/ WGS 1984

Legend

UPPER NILE

OCHA Sudan is funded by: 

P State Capital
Towns

o Airport/Airfield

River

Main Road

Locality Boundary

State Boundary

NORTHERN KORDOFAN

UNITY

Muglad

El Salam
Al Sunut

Al Goz
El Abassiya

Abyei Keilak

Reif Asharqi

Talodi

Abu Jubaiha

Rashad

Kadugli

Dilling

Babanusa

White

Unconformed

1,000

Estimated

5,000

Um Rawaba

Rahad

Heiban

Common Humanitarian Fund (DFID, Ireland, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden) Australia, Canada, 
ECHO, Germany, Switzerland, USAID/OFDA 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN


	1OCHA Situation Report #21 on Blue Nile State and South Kordofan 24 September to 02 October 2011
	03 October 2011 Blue Nile Administrative Map
	Sitrep 03 October 2011 Southern Kordofan Admin Map

