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HIGHLIGHTS 
 An estimated 519,000 people 

across southern Africa were 

affected by floods and storms 

during the 2012/2013 rainfall 

season.  

 The most affected country was 

Mozambique, where 250,000 

people received humanitarian 

assistance.  

 Due in part to the sub-optimal 

temporal distribution of rainfall, 

most countries may have 

below average rainfall-related 

crop performance this season. 

 

 

 

FIGURES (SADC) 

Number of 
Countries  

15 

Total Population 212 mil 

Food Insecure 
Population 2012  

6.16mil 

Lowest - Highest 
Stunting Rates   

18 – 53 % 

Asylum Seekers 
(UNHCR 2010) 

193,000 

 Refugees  
(UNHCR 2010) 

146,000 

HDI Rankings (of 
187) UNDP 

46 - 185 

 

 

 

 

Flood season draws to a close 
Countries throughout the region affected  
The month of May is usually considered the end of the rainfall (and flood) season in 
southern Africa. While average to above-average rainfall was originally predicted for 
much of the region, the second half of the 2012/2013 season was characterized by below 
average rainfall over many areas. However, significant flooding did impact a number of 
countries. Heavy rains caused flooding across Mozambique, Tropical Cyclone Haruna 
made landfall over south-west Madagascar, and Seychelles declared a state of 
emergency in three districts after being hit by floods and landslides. Angola, Botswana, 
Comoros, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
were all also affected by floods and storms.  
 
Summary of Southern Africa Flood Season 2012/2013 

Country No. of people affected by floods/storms No. of deaths 

Mozambique 250,000 117 

Malawi 172,955 0 

Madagascar 42,964 26 

Zimbabwe 22,535 3 

Namibia 11,000 0 

Angola 5,785 23 

Botswana 4,210 0 

Seychelles 2,000 0 

Zambia 1,800 0 

South Africa Low thousands 10 

Mauritius Low thousands 11 

Swaziland 1,219 1 

Comoros 860 0 

Total ±519,000 >191 

  Source: OCHA, UNRCO, IFRC, media, respective governments. Data partial and incomplete.  

On the whole, the 2012/13 flood season was average in its general impact, comparable 
to the 2011/12 season. However, the figures also underline the fact that Governments, 
supported by United Nations Humanitarian Country Teams (HCTs) and other partners, 
are more prepared and respond quicker than six years ago. In both 2007/08 and 2008/09 
more than 1 million people were affected by floods and storms.  

Still, while coordination has improved, much still needs to be done to build the resilience 
of communities. Throughout the region multiple, frequently repeating and compounding 
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More than $25 million 
in international funding 
was either contributed 
or pledged for flood 
response across the 
region. ICRC alone 
supported responses 
in six countries, 
indicating the general 
lack of in-country 
resources for sub-
national emergencies.  
 
 
 
 

shocks, including floods, prevent communities from fully recovering; and because these 
crises do not attract wider attention, responses are often under-resourced at local level, 
especially in regards to early recovery and resilience-building. 

Southern Africa Floods Multi-Year Trend Analysis 

Year No. of people affected by 
floods/storms 

No. of deaths No. of countries 
affected 

2007/8                      1,050,000  Not known 9 

2008/9                      1,370,000  212 8 

2009/10                         367,000  7 8 

2010/11                         708,000  477 9 

2011/12                         554,000  160 8 

2012/13  519,000  188 13 

Source: OCHA, UNRCO, IFRC, media, respective governments. Data partial and incomplete.  

 Source: NOAA 

More than $25 million contributed/pledged for flood response 
About $25.3 million in international funding was either contributed or pledged for flood 
response across the region, and this figure excludes significant in-kind contributions and 
funds channeled from the regular programmes of various national and international 
humanitarian organizations. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
(IFRC) provided funding to national societies through its Disaster Emergency Relief Fund 
(DREF) to respond to floods in 6 countries, indicating the general lack of in-country 
resources for sub-national emergencies. Mozambique received $5,842,338 from the 
OCHA-managed Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) as seed money to jump-
start critical operations and fund life-saving programmes not yet covered by other donors. 
Two countries received OCHA-managed Emergency Cash Grants to kick-start flood 
responses: Seychelles ($50,000) and Madagascar ($100,000).  

Flood Season: DREF Funds Provided by IFRC to Local Societies 

Country Date Issued Amount (CHF) Amount (US$) 

Botswana 20-Feb-13                  184,249                        198,887  

Madagascar 01-Mar-13                     298,747                     322,655 

Namibia 16-Mar-13                     282,917                      305,526  

Seychelles 07-Feb-13                      106,551                           115,016  

Zambia 26-Feb-13                        84,691                            91,419 

Zimbabwe 07-Feb-13                      266,514                    287,812 

Total                   1,223,669                          1,320,885 

Source: ICRC 
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While the emergency 
response in 
Mozambique has been 
covered, funds are still 
required for early 
recovery activities. 
This is also the case 
for Madagascar.  
 
 
 
 
 

. 

250,000 flood-affected people assisted in Mozambique 
In Mozambique, authorities declared an 
Orange Alert on 12 January 2013 due to 
heavy rains over South Africa, which 
resulted in high water flow into southern 
Mozambique; as well as due to heavy 
rains over central Mozambique. The city 
of Chokwe in Gaza Province was the 
hardest hit - almost all residents had to 
be evacuated. On 20 February 2013, 
more rainfall was brought by a low 
pressure system in the Mozambique 
Channel, causing significant additional 
flooding to north and central 
Mozambique (this low pressure system 
would eventually become Tropical 
Cyclone Haruna). By 20 March 2013, the number of people killed by floods in 
Mozambique had risen to 117. However, due to the quick and organized response of 
Government with the coordinated support of humanitarian partners, about 250,000 flood-
affected people had by this date received assistance. At the same time, cholera 
outbreaks in northern Mozambique were also responded to. 

The initial Response and Recovery Proposal 
issued in January 2013 sought $30.6 million 
to enable humanitarian partners to support 
the Government in addressing the needs of 
150,000 flood-affected persons for a period of 
six months. A total of $19.74 million was 
received, covering virtually all immediate 
humanitarian relief needs. However, to date 
only $4.3 million has been received for the 
Consolidated Early Recovery Strategy, issued 
in May 2013, which seeks $11.7 million to 
address early recovery needs for 140,000 
people for a period of three months (30 April 
to 30 July 2013) and support long-term 

resilience building. If this gap remains, it will negatively impact the ability of communities 
to fully recover. 

173,000 affected by floods and storms in Malawi 
Following reports of serious flooding in southern Malawi in mid-January 2013, an inter-
agency assessment mission deployed to the districts of Mangochi, Nsanje and Phalombe, 
under the leadership of the Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA). The 
mission found that 3,431 households in Phalombe district (about 17,155 people), 3,085 
households in Mangochi district (15,425 people) and 229 households in Nsanje district 
(1,145 people) had been displaced by floods – a total of more than 33,000 people. In 
support of Government’s response, a number of NGOs, UN agencies and international 
organizations provided assistance to those affected, including UNICEF, WFP, the Malawi 
Red Cross Society, Plan International, UNFPA, FAO, CADECOM and Concern 
International. UNICEF, FAO and UNFPA accessed funding through the Malawi 
Humanitarian Fund, collectively receiving a total of $426,630, which was used for 
interventions in water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH); reproductive health; and 
agricultural recovery. Using its own resources, WFP also provided food support to flood- 
affected households for three months.  

According to DODMA, to date a total of 34,591 households (172,955 people) had their 
houses damaged, while 19,097 households (95,485 people) had their crops washed 
away. Authorities, supported by partners, have responded to the needs of those most 
affected. It should also be noted that this season was the first in several that did not see a 
cholera outbreak. 

Gaza flooded. Theana Breugem/Foto24 

SANDF supported search and rescue efforts in 
Mozambique and assisted flood-stricken communities in 
Limpopo and Mpumalanga. Theana Breugem/Foto24 

The Malawi 
Humanitarian Fund 

(MHF) 
Established in 2010 under 
the Office of the Resident 
Coordinator, MHF enables 
rapid responses to small 
shocks and the short-term 
emergency needs of 
vulnerable communities. 
Flexible and quickly 
accessible, it primarily 
provides initial funding for 
small emergency projects, 
but can also be used to fill 
critical strategic gaps within 
an overall emergency 
response plan. 
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A family escapes the floods in Toliara, Madagascar.  BNGRC. 

In Madagascar, the 
effects of Tropical 
Cyclone Haruna, 
together with a 
massive locust 
infestation, threatens 
an already fragile food 
security situation.  
 
 
 
 
 

Haruna cause widespread damage across southern Madagascar 
Of the nine cyclones that threatened 
Madagascar, only two - Tropical Cyclone 
Haruna and Tropical Storm Felleng – affected 
the island, with only Haruna making landfall. 
Tropical Storm Felleng passed along the 
eastern coast of Madagascar in early February, 
caused 9 deaths, displaced 964 people and 
flooded 393 houses. 
 
Haruna was much more devastating. In late 
February 2013 it crossed southern 
Madagascar from west to east, causing at least 
26 deaths. An estimated 127 people were 
injured, 6,000 people displaced and 42,000 
people affected. Damage to infrastructure was 
extensive.  

In response, prepositioned stocks were 
mobilized. $100,000 was requested and 
received from the OCHA-managed Emergency 
Cash Grant fund to support logistics and deliver food and other relief supplies to isolated 
areas. The Government launched a national solidarity campaign requesting support, 
which generated around $61,000, with an additional $1,830,000 received from various 
donors and allocated to different sectors and agencies to respond.  

The mid-term impact of Haruna is significant in terms of damage to infrastructure and  
agriculture. The most recent food security assessment concluded that in the worst 
affected areas, losses in maize production of 50% to 75% and losses in rice production of 
25% to 50% will put 18,000 households at risk of severe food insecurity and 34,000 
additional households at risk of moderate food insecurity.  

For the early recovery phase, the Food Security Cluster will conduct food assistance 
operations supporting 40,000 people and Cash for Work activities supporting an 
additional 40,000 people. Seeds will be also distributed. However, some gaps remain: 

The Humanitarian Country 
Team agreed that the post-
emergency needs are 
estimated at $2.192 million, 
which includes the 
rehabilitation of wells, 
distribution of seeds, measles 
vaccination campaigns in 
flooded areas, and humane 
resource support in some 
affected health centers. On-
going activities conducted 
under in these fields are still 
underfunded.      

Heavy rains and hailstorms hit Zimbabwe 
Heavy rains starting on 7 January 2013 affected an estimated 8,490 people across the 
country, of which 4,615 required humanitarian assistance in the form of emergency 
shelter and relief supplies. The heavy downpours also caused major damage to 
agricultural lands, destroying maize crops (the main staple), as well as disrupting public 
services such as road transportation and education. The provinces requiring humanitarian 
responses were Matebeleland South, Matebeleland North, Manicaland, Mashonaland 
Central, Masvingo and Midlands.  

In April again, heavy rains accompanied by hailstorms caused three deaths, some 
injuries, and extensive damage to property, livestock and crops in parts of Zimbabwe. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-flood-update-3-25-january-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-humanitarian-bulletin-01-30-april-2013
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Throughout the region 
multiple, frequently 
repeating and 
compounding shocks 
prevent communities 
from fully recovering. 
Each individual shock 
may not be of a scale 
that attracts global 
attention, meaning the 
response is often 
under-resourced at 
local level. 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessments estimated that about 2,809 households comprising about 14,045 individuals   
were affected, of who an estimated 9,305 individuals were verified to be in need of urgent 
assistance. Affected areas include Chiredzi, Gwanda, Mangwe, Marange, Mberengwa, 
Muzarabani and Mwenezi districts. Losses incurred included destruction of homes, food 
reserves and livelihoods. Key infrastructure such as clinics and schools was also 
damaged in some of the areas. The humanitarian community, working with the  
Department of Civil Protection (DCP), responded swiftly, conducting joint assessments 
followed by relevant assistance to affected communities. 

Thousands relocated as floods hit northern Namibia 
From early January 2013 heavy rains and rising river levels in the Zambezi River 
catchment caused flooding in the Caprivi region in northern Namibia, inundating houses, 
infrastructure and crop fields. By mid-March 2013, up to 2,500 families (11,000 people) 
living in the flood plains of Caprivi were identified as vulnerable and relocated to 
Government-sponsored camps. As flooding in this region is an annual event, these 
camps often stay open up to August. IFRC allocated CHF 282,917 ($292,900) from its 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the National Society in delivering 
immediate assistance to some 3,459 people (591 households). 
 

 

Source: Namibia Hydrological Services  

Thousands displaced across Angola 
For Angola, information on only a handful of incidents is available, as reported on by the 
Government of Angola. However, if we consider these with the caveat that the data is 
incomplete, 23 people died and an estimated 5,785 people were displaced by floods or 
heavy rains between October 2012 and May 2013 across the country (assuming an 
average household size of 5).    

Thousands affect by floods in northern Botswana  
Heavy rains between 16 and 20 January 2013 caused flooding in the districts of North-
West, North-East, and Central. The flooding affected 842 households, including 300 
households that were displaced and 125 refugee households in Dukwi Refugee Camp. 
The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) in the Office of the President, 
together with the Botswana Red Cross Society (BCRS), addressed immediate needs 
while UNHCR and their partners arranged temporary shelter and relief items for the 
affected refugees. IFRC allocated CHF 184,249 ($189,810) from its Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund (DREF) to support BCRS in delivering immediate assistance.  
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http://www.ifrc.org/docs/Appeals/13/MDRNA007DREF.pdf
http://rosa.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Botswana%20UNRC_Situation_Report%20No%201_Floods_1%20Feb%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Botswana%20Floods%20DREF%20operation%20no%20MDRBW002.pdf
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The western coast of 
southern Africa 
receives winter rainfall, 
compared to summer 
rainfall for the rest of 
the region. 
 
 
 
 

 

Seychelles declare flood emergency in 3 districts 
Heavy rains brought by Tropical Storm Felleng on 27 January 2013, combined with a high 
tide, resulted in severe flooding which caused extensive devastation to coastline areas 
and infrastructure (roads, bridges, houses), mostly in the eastern areas of Mahe Island. 
On 27 January the Government declared three districts, Point Larue, Anse Aux Pins and 
Au Cap, as disaster zones. An estimated 400 households (2,000 people) were affected. 
The Disaster Emergency Operation Centre. (DEOC) in the Division of Risk and Disaster 
Management under the Ministry of Environment coordinated all response activities. The 
United Arab Emirates contributed $2 million to support those affected by the floods.  

Almost 2,000 people affected by floods in Zambia 
Heavy rain caused flooding in Zambia between 17 January and 13 February 2013, with 
Mumbwa district in Central Province being the worst hit. Agricultural areas, infrastructure 
and property were damaged or destroyed, and drinking water was contaminated by flood 
waters. About 1,800 people were affected. CHF 84,691 ($85,000) was allocated from the 
IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) on 25 February 2013 to support the 
Zambia Red Cross Society (ZRCS) in delivering assistance to those affected.  

Incidents of flood and storm damage reports across South Africa 
The same weather system that brought widescale flooding to southern Mozambique in 
mid-January 2013 also caused widespread damage to parts of Mpumalanga and 
Limpopo provinces. Ten people were killed and significant damage to infrastructure was 
reported. A number of smaller flood incidences were also reported across the country, 
notably in Gauteng Province.  

It should be noted that the western coast of southern Africa receives winter rainfall, 
compared to summer rainfall for 
the rest of the region, as illustrated 
in the adjacent map, which shows 
the start date of the growing 
season – a proxy for rainfall 
patterns. In early June, heavy 
rains and strong winds caused 
damage across the Western Cape 
Province, particularly in informal 
settlements around Cape Town, 
killing at least four people and 
affecting 52,529 people. As this 
occurs after the rest of the 
regions’ rainfall period, it is not 
includes in the total number 
affected table.    
    
                         Source: CSIR 

Deadly floods hit Mauritius capital Port Louis 
On 31 March 2013 at least 11 people died after sudden rains caused flooding in the 
Mauritian capital Port Louis. At least eight of the victims were caught in underground 
areas as the flood waters rose rapidly. An estimated 152 mm of rain fell in less than an 
hour, only 70 mm less than the total March average.  

Storm batters Swaziland 
A heavy storm on 20 February 2013 reportedly killed 1 person, injured 4 and affected 
1,219 people. In addition, 400 houses and 15 schools in the regions of Manzini, Lubombo 
and Shiselweni were damaged, as were maize crops. The Government, supported by 
humanitarian partners, responded to the needs of those affected. 
 
 
 

http://rosa.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Seychelles%20Floods%20SitRep%20No%201_01%20February%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/zambia/zambia-floods-dref-operation-mdrzm008
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/14-000-homes-affected-by-CT-weather-20130608
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/14-000-homes-affected-by-CT-weather-20130608
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-21989070


Country Humanitarian Bulletin | 7 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/rosa | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

Early qualitative 
estimates point to 
reduced cereal 
production compared 
with last year’s levels. 
These figures 
underscore the 
region’s dependence 
on rain for agricultural 
production. 
 
 
 
 

Heavy rains hit Comoros 
In Comoros, on the island of Grande Comore, heavy rains experienced between 30 April 
and 01 May 2013 caused the overflowing of rivers. An estimated 172 families (around 
860 people) were affected in the village of Vouvouni Bambao, of which 82 families had to 
stay with community members. Vouvouni is located in the central-south part of Moroni, 
the capital. 

Impact of rainfall season on food security 
expected to be mixed 
Sub-optimal temporal distribution observed 
According to FEWSNET, the temporal distribution of rainfall during the 2012/2013   
season was sub-optimal, with delays in the start of the season, long dry spells, and 
torrential rainfall in different parts of the region. While most Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) Member States are still carrying out crop production estimation 
surveys, early qualitative estimates point to reduced cereal production compared with last 
year’s levels. Most countries may have below average rainfall-related crop performance. 
Namibia and South Africa have already issued official harvest forecasts that indicate a 
42% reduction for cereals and 2.3% reduction for commercial maize respectively, 
compared to the previous season. Botswana’s official harvest forecast indicates a total 
cereal production that is 46% higher than last year (which was also a drought year for the 
country); however this is still 25% below the five-year average. In other countries, 
FEWSNET’s analysis suggests that Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe may face reduced 
production compared to last season. Lesotho is likely to experience low production, 
though better than last year, which was the worst on record since at least 1994.  

Exceptions to these low production expectations include Tanzania, which is reported to 
have good crop performance in the unimodal areas, and Swaziland and Mozambique, 
which are also likely to have better production than in the previous season. 

These figures underscore the region’s dependence on rain-fed agricultural production. 
According to SADC, recent data indicate that only 16% of the region’s irrigation potential 
of more than 20 million ha is being used, mostly in South Africa and Madagascar. This 
situation indicates that unless the region significantly reduces its high dependence on 
rain-fed agriculture, the problem of food insecurity is likely to increase as climate change 
phenomena further complicates the rainfall situation. A recent SADC Vulnerability 
Assessments Dissemination Forum urged SADC Member States to scale-up and 
prioritise smallholder irrigation technologies such as water harvesting and drip irrigation in 
order to increase food production in southern Africa.  

Namibia, Angola and Madagascar of most concern 
According to the Namibia Drought Situation Report No. 1, issued by the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office, on 17 May 2013 the President of Namibia declared a national  
drought emergency and called for assistance from the international community. An 
estimated 330,925 people have now been classified as food insecure – 14 per cent of 
Namibia’s total population of 2.324 million. The Government of Namibia is already 
responding to the situation, and has announced an emergency allocation N$200 million 
(US$20.7 million). A Comprehensive Drought Response Strategy is being developed, 
which will include support activities by international and local humanitarian partners.  

 
In Angola, according to GIEWS, weather conditions appear favorable in the large crop 
producing areas of the central provinces of Huamba, Bie and Huala. Production in these 
parts is expected to recover from the drought-affected levels of 2012. However, following 
generally good rains at the start of the 2012/13 cropping season, poorly distributed 
rainfall in southern areas bordering Namibia resulted in stressed vegetation conditions. 
Crop and livestock production have been adversely affected on account of the dry 
conditions and the resultant poor pastures. In response to the below average seasonal 
rains and the expectation of a second successive poor harvest, the Government 
established an emergency plan to provide assistance in the southern province of Cunene, 

Rainfall anomaly for 21 
Jan – 20 March 2013 

Source: SADC FANR & 
FEWS NET/USGS 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Southern%20Africa%20Seasonal%20Monitor_2013_04_final.pdf
http://www.sadc.int/fanr/aims/rews/SADC_Food_Security_Update_-_August_14_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/namibia/namibia-drought-office-resident-coordinator-situation-report-no-01-24-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/angola/giews-country-brief-angola-20-may-2013
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For further information, please contact:  
Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1338 
Hein Zeelie, Reports Officer, OCHA ROSA, zeelie@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1441 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/rosa  | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Vulnerability 
assessment will be 
released during the 
RVAC Dissemination 
Meeting taking place 
from 06 to 08 July in 
Swaziland. Data will 
be collated and 
mapped so as to 
clearly provide 
information on 
agricultural production 
and communities likely 
to be at risk during the 
most critical post-
harvest hunger period 
of October to January.   
 
 
 

where about 500,000 people in six municipalities have been affected by the drought 
conditions. It should be noted that in 2012 a joint Government/UN assessment found that 
an estimated 367,000 households, approximately 1.8 million people, were affected by 
poor harvests in Angola.  

In Madagascar, as mentioned earlier, following the impact of Haruna, 18,000 households 
are at risk of severe food insecurity and 34,000 additional households at risk of moderate 
food insecurity. Compounding this situation, a massive locust infestation threatens the 
livelihoods of 13 million people in the country, 9 million of whom earn a living from 
agriculture, according to FAO. Locust infestations, if untreated, could wipe out food crops 
and livestock grazing lands.  

The Ministry of Agriculture, in collaboration with FAO, has drawn up a three-year 
response plan starting in October 2013 to address the locust outbreak. The plan requires 
$41.5 million, of which $22.4 million is needed for the first leg (2013-2014) by June 2013. 
An estimated 1.5 million ha is expected to be treated during the first leg, 500,000 ha 
during the second leg (2014-2015) and 150,000 ha during the third leg (2015-2016). To 
date, $14 million has been committed by various donors, with an additional $2 - $3 under  
discussion. As noted by Mr. Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of the OCHA Regional Office for 
Southern Africa, “today, locust outbreaks are destroying crops and pastures in 
Madagascar, affecting a region where people are already very vulnerable. These 
outbreaks are threatening food supply and could leave people in hunger. OCHA urges 
donors to support the three-year locust intervention plan developed by the Madagascar 
Ministry of Agriculture and FAO. The plan is the easier and more cost-effective way to 
respond to the locust outbreaks, before they increase in scale later on”. 

A food security assessment is scheduled for July 2013, with results expected in early 
August. The assessment, to be undertaken by the Food Security Cluster, will take into 
account the effects of Tropical Cyclone Haruna and the locust infestation. 

Food security assessments ongoing 
As mentioned above, national food security assessments are on-going across the region. 
Below is the national vulnerability assessment committee (NVAC) calendar for 2013. 
Results are usually only officially released at the SADC Regional VAC Dissemination 
Meeting, which this year is taking place from 06 to 08 July in Swaziland. The VAC annual 
time table allows for assessment data to be collated and mapped so as to clearly provide 
information on agricultural production and communities likely to be at risk during the most 
critical post-harvest hunger period of October to January.   
 
NVACs Annual Assessments Calendar, 2013 

  MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY 
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Lesotho     Annual Assessment 

Malawi   Annual Assessment   

Mozambique     VAA Assessment 

Namibia   Namibia VAC emergency assessment 

Swaziland     VAA Assessment 

Zambia   VAA Assessment   

Zimbabwe     VAA Assessment 

 

http://www.unocha.org/rosa
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Locust%20Crisis%20Madagascar%20Sit%20Update%2010June2013.pdf
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Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level where possible,
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*Normal flood season for Southern Africa runs from November to May. 

Flood or Cyclone Affected Areas
No. of People Affected by Country: 

250,000  Mozambique
172,955  Malawi
42,964    Madagascar
22,535    Zimbabwe
11,000    Namibia
5,785      Angola
<5,000 Botswana, Zambia, 

Seychelles, Swaziland, 
Mauritius, South Africa,
Comoros

Cyclone Felleng 
(Feb 2013) 

Cyclone Haruna
(Feb 2013) 

South Africa
Low Thousands

Mauritius
Low Thousands

Botswana
4,210 No. of Affected People

Country

Comoros
860



1:37,000,000

Southern Africa

Map ID:ROSA305v02
Creation Date: 28 June 2013
Data Sources: 
Flood Information: Humanitarian Partners on the ground
Mapping Data: HYCOS, GIST, ESRI, UN OCHA, ReliefWeb
Cartography by: OCHA ROSA

0 500
km

Legend
Main Cities
Main Rivers
Dams and Lakes
International Boundaries

Areas Affected by Floods or Cyclones
Affected in 4 Seasons
Affected in 3 Seasons
Affected in 2 Seasons
Affected in 1 Season

Angola Zambia Malawi
Mozambique

Zimbabwe
BotswanaNamibia

South Africa Lesotho

Swaziland

Madagascar

2011/2012 Season

Comoros

DRC Tanzania

Angola

South Africa

Namibia

Zambia
Mozambique

Botswana

Madagascar

Zimbabwe

Malawi

Lesotho

Swaziland

2012/2013 Season

Angola

Zambia Malawi
Mozambique

Zimbabwe

BotswanaNamibia

South Africa
Lesotho

Swaziland

Madagascar

Angola Zambia
Malawi

Mozambique

Zimbabwe
BotswanaNamibia

South Africa

Lesotho

Swaziland

Madagascar

Comoros

Legend
2009/2010 Season:

Flood Affected Areas
Cyclone Affected Areas
International Boundaries

Legend
2010/2011 Season:

Flood Affected Areas 
Cyclone Affected Areas
International Boundaries

Legend
2011/2012 Season:

Flood Affected Areas
Cyclone Affected Areas
International Boundaries

500km 500km

500km

2009/2010 Season 2010/2011 Season

DRC

ANGOLA

NAMIBIA

ZAMBIA

SOUTH AFRICA

TANZANIA

MOZAMBIQUE

BOTSWANA

MADAGASCAR

ZIMBABWE

MALAWI

LESOTHO

SWAZILAND

CONGO

COMOROS

KENYA

SEYCHELLES

RÉUNION

MAURITIUS MAURITIUS

Lake Malawi

Lake Tanganyika

Okavango Delta

Lake Kariba

Etosha Pan

Makgadigadi Pans

Cahora Bassa Dam

Lake Rukwa

Lake Bangweulu

Lake Mweru Wantipa

Lake Chilwa

Gariep Dam

Vaal Dam

Lake Malombe

Bloemhof Dam

Vanderkloof Dam

Mangoky

Betsibuka

Tsiribihina

Vaal

Zambezi

Save

Cu
ne

ne

Orange

Congo

Luena

Limpopo

Ruvuma

Lualaba

Shire

Mulav
iOkavango

Luena

Limpopo

Zambezi
Kunene

Kavango

Orange

Sanyati

Buzi

Pungwe

Cu
ve

lai

Incomati

Ekuma

Cubango

Cuando

Mupfure

Muse
ng

ezi

Fis
h

Kuiseb

Sanaa

Abuja

Lusaka

Asmara

Malabo

Moroni

Bangui

Luanda

Kampala

Nairobi

Yaoundé

Khartoum

São Tomé

Windhoek

Lilongwe

Djibouti

Mogadishu

N'Djamena

Libreville

Addis-Ababa

Antananarivo

Porto-Novo (constituti

Harare

Maputo

Maseru

MbabanePretoria

Victoria

Gaborone

Port Louis

Saint-Denis

Atlantic 
Ocean

Indian
Ocean

Dodoma

Lucite

Ruacana Dam

Hardap Dam

Naute Dam

Osborne 
Dam

Manyame 

Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level where possible,
however some data for selected countries was provided at regional level only. 
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