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While electricity and 
connectivity services are 
gradually being restored, many 
locations remain without power 
or voice and data. This greatly 
impacts risk communication 
and sector assessments 
leaving the affected people in 
the dark without access to vital 
information and the ability to 
be heard.

The damages to farmland has 
been catastrophic with over 
440,000 hectares of farmland 
affected. Daily food needs of IDPs 
and those in geographically 
isolated and disadvantaged areas, 
including the specific food and 
nutritional needs of pregnant and 
breastfeeding women and children 
under age 5 continue to be unmet 
while assistance for farm recovery 
remains very limited.

With many of the affected in 
small islands and geographically 
isolated areas, this disaster has 
presented many logistical 
challenges to get aid to those 
most in need. Frequent and 
heavy rains in the region are 
affecting resumption of both sea 
and land transport operations. 
With a national COVID outbreak 
looming, humanitarian access 
has also been difficult.
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Nearly 400,000 farmers and fishers 
have had their livelihoods badly 
affected. The Super Typhoon 
upended lives and devastated 
farming and fishing communities 
which provide a major source of 
income and livelihoods. Fishing 
activities were hampered as boats, 
nets and other equipment were 
damaged.
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Super Typhoon Rai, (local name Odette) which struck the Philippines on 16 and 17 December, was 2021’s 
second-deadliest disaster following the Haiti earthquake. The storm swept through 11 of the country’s 17 
regions,  leaving a swathe of destruction. It damaged houses and roads, tore down power lines, 
destroyed trees and crops, and smashed fishing boats to pieces. The Government declared a state of 
calamity in six regions.  

Rai hit just as the world was tuning out and shutting down for the holidays, following an exhausting year 
battling COVID-19 and climate-related  disasters. One month on, families are still reeling from the storm’s 
effects and struggling to pick up the pieces of their lives. Meanwhile, a country-wide COVID-19 surge and 
heavy rains linked to La Niña are severely hampering the response in the Caraga region in north-eastern 
Mindanao,  and the Leyte and Southern Leyte provinces of the Visayas islands.

AREA
AFFECTEDPALAWAN

BUKIDNON

LEYTE

CEBU

ILOILO

BOHOL

AGUSAN DEL SUR

CAPIZ

MASBATE

LANAO DEL SUR

AKLAN

NORTHERN SAMAR

NEGROS
OCCIDENTAL

ANTIQUE

NEGROS 
ORIENTAL

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE

SURIGAO 
DEL SUR

EASTERN
SAMAR

COMPOSTELA VALLEY

SAMAR

DAVAO ORIENTAL

MISAMIS ORIENTAL

ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR

DAVAO DEL NORTE

LANAO 
DEL NORTE

COTABATO (NORTH COTABATO)

AGUSAN
DEL NORTE

DAVAO DEL SUR

ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY

MAGUINDANAO

MISAMIS
OCCIDENTAL

SOUTHERN
LEYTE

BILIRAN

SURIGAO 
DEL NORTE

GUIMARAS DINAGAT
ISLANDS

SIQUIJOR
CAMIGUIN

COTABATO CITY (NOT A PROVINCE)
TAWI-TAWI

C A R A G A

REGION XI (DAVAO REGION)

REGION X

R E G I O N  V I

M I M A R O P A

REGION IX

R E G I O N  V I I

REGION XII (SOCCSKSARGEN)

ARMM

R E G I O N  V I I I
(EASTERN VISAYAS)

9M PEOPLE
AFFECTED

NO. OF PEOPLE AFFECTED
/DISPLACED BY MUNICIPALITY

Typhoon Rai (Odette)
16 - 17 December 2021

              

PEOPLE AFFECTED

PEOPLE DISPLACED

Manila

275K

100K

15K

57K
INDIVIDUALS WITH

CLEAN WATER 

5
72-SQM TENTS

1.9K
BREASTFEEDING KITS

4K
BOXES OF MICRO 

NUTRIENT POWDERS

1.6K
STUDENT KITS

173K
FOOD PACKS

280K Ongoing
MEALS

11
VSATS INSTALLED

7
OPERATIONAL AREAS TO 

BE SUPPORTED

152
TRUCKLOADS OF 

EQUIPMENT DELIVERED
ASSESSMENTS IN DINAGAT 

AND SIARGAO ISLAND

12
MOBILE STORAGE UNITS 

(MSU) DELIVERED

20
SATELLITE PHONES 

DELIVERED

9.2K
WATER/HYGIENE KITS

2K
DIGNITY KITS

540
SOLAR RADIOS

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. ¹Camp Coordination/Management, ²Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene, ³ Emergency Telecommunications, 4 Food Security & Agriculture, 5Early Recovery & Livelihoods, 6 Gender-based Violence/Sexual Exploitation & Abuse     Creation date: 20 Jan 2022      Sources: Hum. partners, Gov. partners       Feedback: ochaphilippines@un.org   

A majority of the houses in the 
storm’s path were made of light 
materials that didn’t stand much 
of a chance against the super 
typhoon winds, leaving them 
flattened. Even homes with 
concrete walls had their roofs 
blown straight off. People who 
remain displaced are trying to 
return home and rebuild but need 
funding, materials, and skilled 
labor, which are particularly 
scarce in the islands and 
geographically isolated areas.

While many of the displaced 
people have returned home, 
160,000 people remain in 
evacuation centres. The greatest 
needs are for tents, sleeping kits, 
lamps, telecomm services, and 
psychosocial support. The camps 
have insufficient space for proper 
social distancing and lack 
infection control measures. 
Women and children are especially 
vulnerable to gender-based 
violence and sexual exploitation in 
evacuation centres and camps.

The storm has isolated 
communities and lifeline services 
are yet to be restored. There are 
urgent needs to setup protection 
mechanisms and services such 
as GBV abuse reporting and 
child-friendly spaces. In areas 
without electricity and water, 
women and children’s risk of 
abuse increases. Lack of lighting 
and access to nearby water 
sources means that women and 
children have to venture out long 
distances in the dark to get water. 

With water systems still down in 
many municipalities, 
communities have used local 
streams for washing and have 
had to travel long distances to 
get potable water. Cases of 
diarrhoea are attributed to 
contaminated food and water. 
With the current COVID-19 
outbreak, these areas are 
especially at- risk due to the lack 
of proper sanitation and hygiene. 

Hospitals are at limited capacity 
and many health facilities have 
been damaged, which include 
COVID and birthing facilities. 
There are over four million women 
and girls of reproductive age in 
the affected areas with 162,000 
believed to be pregnant. Many 
women and girls have been left 
without access to reproductive 
health support. This will be 
further worsened by the current 
COVID-19 surge.

The typhoon has further impacted 
the already grim malnutrition rates 
in the CARAGA and Eastern 
Visayas areas. In the CARAGA 
region, 53 per cent of families 
already couldn’t afford a nutritious 
meal and in Eastern Visayas 42 
per cent of children were stunted. 
With nutrition supplies and 
support staff currently in low 
supply, pregnant and breast- 
feeding women are also in a 
perilous situation. 

135,000 students in 835 schools 
are affected in the Caraga region 
alone. Nationwide, there are 2,000 
damaged schools with 4,200 
destroyed classrooms. Some 
4,200 classrooms are still being 
used as evacuation centres. 
Combined with COVID-19 
measures and the current lack of 
electricity and telecomms in many 
areas, the outlook on children’s 
education remains grim for the 
coming months.


