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Sikkim  Earthquake • India   
Situation Report No. 3 
22 September 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the Regional 
Office for Asia Pacific. It covers the period from 21 to 23 September. This is final situation report in this series. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 Number of casualties increases to 106 across the affected countries, with the highest death toll in 

India with 92 deaths 
 Landslides obstruct road access to at least nine villages in Sikkim State, India 
 More than 5,000 people have received shelter assistance in India 
 Almost 1,500 buildings destroyed and some 2,800 buildings partially damaged in Nepal 
 UN in Bhutan requests an OCHA emergency cash grant to kick-start the response activities 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
The death toll continues to rise in India as search and 
rescue workers and relief teams gain access to the 
landslide affected areas of north-eastern India that 
was devastated by a 6.9 magnitude earthquake on 18 
September.  As of 23 September, a total of 108 
deaths were reported, with 94 deaths in India, seven 
in China, six in Nepal, and one in Bhutan. The picture 
of the devastation caused by the 18 September India 
– Sikkim earthquake is starting to come together as 
rescue workers reach the affected populations and 
data from assessments is compiled.  
 
The devastation caused by the earthquake has also 
been intensified by seasonal heavy monsoon rains 
that caused landslides, mud slides and also caused 
floods that destroyed thousands of homes, buildings 
and infrastructure. Heavy rain, fog and blocked roads 
prevented the rapid deployment of rescue workers for 
the first day of the response in Sikkim State - the 
worst affected State in India. Rescue teams continue 
to experience difficulties in accessing some of the 
remote worst affected areas in northern Sikkim State 
and in the eastern region of Nepal that borders 
Sikkim.  
 
The Government’s in India, China, Nepal and Bhutan are leading a robust and rapid response in their 
respective countries. Locally based international humanitarian and development organisations are providing 
targeted relief assistance to the earthquake survivors in support of the government. No further international 
assistance is anticipated for India, China and Nepal. 
 

III. Countries Affected  

 
India 
The death toll continues to rise as search and rescue teams access the isolated earthquake affected areas in 
the mountainous regions of north eastern India. As of 23 September, the Government reported 92 
earthquake related deaths, with 71 deaths in Sikkim State, 12 deaths in West Bengal and nine deaths in 
Bihar.  
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The high magnitude earthquake damaged thousands of 
houses and public buildings, destroyed infrastructure 
including roads and bridges and temporarily cut off 
electricity and telephone landline connections. The 
epicentre of the earthquake was in the mountainous 
regions of Sikkim State in north-eastern India, which 
caused multiple landslides cutting road access to many 
of the affected populations. A robust response from the 
India military and police enabled roads to be cleared and 
telephone lines and power supply to be restored. Repair 
work is underway by the Border Roads Organisation 

(BRO) and Army Engineers on the Chungthang-Lachen, Chungthang-Lachung, Pedong-Kopup and Rangpo-
Rorathang roads. 
 
The Government is leading initial rapid assessments into the affected areas supported by relief organisations 
based in India. Initial data indicates extensive earthquake damage to buildings in Sikkim with a continued 
threat of landslides in the mountain areas due to the destabilised mountain slopes and heavy rainfall.  
 
In India, relief workers including personnel from the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), Armed 
Forces and Police immediately deployed to the areas hit by the earthquake. The response is reportedly 
spearheaded in Sikkim, the most affected area in India. As heavy rains eased on 22 September, relief teams 
reached the worst affected areas in northern Sikkim State by Indian Air Force’s (AIF) helicopters. Relief work 
is on-going to provide urgent assistance to the earthquake survivors.  Rice and other food items were 
airdropped for about 1,000 people in at least nine villages that remain inaccessible. 
 
Ten NDRF teams consisting of 403 personnel continue to carry out relief work across Sikkim in Gangtok, 
Mangan, Ramam, Lingzya, Dzongu, Chungthan and Lachung. Relief camps were set up in every affected 
district, as well as a medical relief centre in Manul Mangan. Over 5,000 people have been provided shelter. 
Fifteen Indian Air Force helicopters have airdropped relief. 
 
Regarding immediate needs except for WASH, no other need has been expressed by authorities as the 
government and community coping capacities are deemed as adequate. A need for psycho-social support 
for the population in the region has been expressed by the government. 
 
Nepal 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) and its National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) leads the 
earthquake response in support of the District Disaster Relief Committees (DDRCs) at the local level. The 
Sikkim earthquake left six people dead and 25 people severely injured, according to the NOEC. The tremors 
destroyed almost 1,500 buildings and partially damaged some 2,800 buildings, which displaced 1,625 
people. The worst affected districts were in the mountainous districts of the eastern region of Nepal, where 
rescue teams continue to experience difficulties in accessing some remote areas.  
 
The DDRCs meet regularly in all affected districts and rapid assessments are underway with support from 
the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS), Government line agencies, community-based organizations, as well 
as local volunteers. Initial data from the districts indicate that Ilam, Panchthar, Talplejung, Bhojpur and 
Sankhuwasabha are the most affected districts in the Eastern Region of Nepal.   
 
All the health institutions have been instructed by the Government to provide free health services to people 
affected by the earthquake. According to the Regional Education Directorate (RED) in the Eastern Region, 
295 schools have reported damages to buildings and classrooms. UNICEF released 1,700 tarpaulins from its 
stock to distribute for damaged schools in the Eastern Region. IFRC Disaster Relief Fund contributed 
$200,000 to the NRCS to conduct rapid assessments and distribute non food items to 1,500 earthquake 
affected families (9,000 people) in the Eastern Region.  
 
Inter-Cluster coordination meetings are convened daily at the national and regional levels to coordinate the 
local response in support of the Government's efforts. UN agencies, NGOs and the Red Cross Movement 
located in the eastern region are conducting assessments in the affected areas. No request for international 
assistance is anticipated. 
 
Bhutan 
 
The Department of Disaster Management (DDM) immediately distributed the prepositioned emergency kits.  

State District 
Number 
of Death 

Sikkim East 12 
North 54 
West 4 
South 1 

West 
Bengal 

 12 

Bihar  9 
Total 92 
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Bhutan reported that the earthquake caused various levels of damages to nearly 6,000 buildings in 18 
Dzongkhags (Administrative Districts). Immediate relief items including tarpaulin sheets are required in two 
severely affected villages in Haa Dzongkhags.  
 
The Government of Bhutan requested for a UN Joint Assessment Team to assist DDM. The UN Crisis 
Management Team (CMT) has activated the Shelter and Education task teams to support the Government’s 
relief efforts. UNICEF is mobilizing resources for the initial response. 
 

IV. Funding 

 
The Government of India has allocated Rupee 500 million (approximately US$10 million) for the Sikkim State 
government’s emergency response. To deliver immediate assistance to some 5,000 people in India, CHF 
97,137 (approximately $100,000) has been allocated from the IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) to support the National Society. 
 
The United Nations Resident Coordinator in Bhutan requested an OCHA emergency cash grant of $50,000 
for the provision of immediate live-saving items to rural households in the affected communities. The 
Government of Bhutan has also requested the UN for assistance in conducting needs assessment. 
 
The International Federation for the Red Cross provided $200,000 to the Nepal Red Cross Society to 
conduct rapid assessment and provide 1,500 earthquake affected families with non food items.   
 

V. Coordination 

 
In India, the Government through its Ministry of Home Affairs is coordinating the response along with the 
Armed Forces. At the district level, senior Secretaries of the State Government have been designated in 
each district to coordinate the relief efforts. National Crisis Management Committee chaired by the Cabinet 
Secretary and National Crisis Management Group headed by the Home Secretary. Meetings of both groups 
were held on a daily basis to review the situation and response. The UN Resident Coordinator’s office also 
issues situation reports. A UNDP focal point is in Sikkim assisting local coordination. The UNDMT is 
reviewing existing and emerging needs. Coordination support is being extended to the government at the 
local level through the on-site UNDP DRR Programme. 
 
In Nepal, the Ministry of Home Affairs is leading the response through the Central Natural Disaster Relief 
Committee (CNDRC). 
 
In Bhutan, the Department for Disaster Management is coordinating the response. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
Thailand: Kirsten Mildren 
OCHA Public Information Officer 
mildren@un.org, +66 819 15 1276  
 
New York: Alf Blikberg 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Asia-Pacific Section, Coordination and Response Division 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer Public, OCHA New York  
bunker@un.org, +1 917 367 5126 
 
Geneva: Anvar Munavvarov  
Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
munavvarov@un.org +41 (0) 22 917 1489  
 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs  
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, OCHA Geneva 
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byrs@un.org, +41 22 917 2653 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org  www.reliefweb.int  www.irinnews.org  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org  
 


