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WFP AND PARTNERS REVIVE OLIVE PRODUCTION IN IRAQ  

 

BAGHDAD – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and partners have inaugurated a new olive 
press machine as part of economic regeneration efforts for the local community in Bashiqa, Iraq. WFP, the 
Governor’s office, Mayor’s office, the Bashiqa Olive Association and Samaritan’s Purse’s aim is to bring this 
renowned olive-producing community back to the levels of production before conflict and connect 
producers to markets.  

“It’s time for this community to bounce back and build on its enormous economic potential,” said Ally-Raza 
Qureshi, WFP Iraq Representative.  “Supporting the revival of olive production is part of WFP’s durable 
solutions, rural development work to ensure that the most vulnerable people are not left behind.”   

WFP and Samaritan’s Purse organised training for 80 Olive Association leaders and farmers, on selecting 
the best olive tree varieties for optimum oil production, olive agroforestry systems, effective irrigation, 
harvesting and mechanisation, as well as olive oil extraction, with a focus on medicinal properties. WFP 
and partners also created new information sharing groups among local olive producers, so they can easily 
continue to share best practice and lessons learned.  

The initiative also includes market linkages created by WFP and partners such that when products are 
ready to sell, the sales channels are also in place, creating a circle of sustainable supply and demand.  

WFP and partners have planted nearly 13,000 olive, fig, pomegranate, pear trees and grape vines in the 
area, and are supporting people to start up small businesses in Bashiqa and across the country. WFP 
provides complementary support to communities across Iraq which are affected by conflict and climate 
change. Several women’s cooperatives have been set up and are successfully selling local products. 

 

#          #      # 

 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWFP&data=02%7C01%7Cpaula.mancini%40wfp.org%7C7620ca5e1a564e825da108d774121d92%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637105493456785884&sdata=9%2BhckVTWWKIdVuSzJtpg5CzF5LMdEsKuM21i1Cgo25E%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wfp.org/media-centre


 

Page 2 of 2 

The United Nations World Food Programme is the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.  We are the world’s largest 

humanitarian organization, saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, 

stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change. 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter @WFP_Iraq @wfp_mena @wfpgovts 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Sharon Rapose, WFP Erbil, +964 780 915 0962 (Telegram), sharon.rapose@wfp.org 
Saif al-Tatooz, WFP Baghdad, +964 780 915 6198, saif.altatooz@wfp.org  
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