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Situation Overview 
 The dry spell persisted with no rainfall being experienced throughout the County for 

the month of August. 

 The pasture is getting depleted at an alarming rate in areas around water points. 

However, some parts such as Guba, Tarbei, Chiracha and Choroqo have plenty of dry 

pasture though the displaced households had not returned to these areas. 

 Main sources of water for the month of August were Boreholes, Natural Rivers (e.g 

Daua), Earth pans, Shallow wells and under ground water tanks. 

 Livestock body condition has deteriorated as compared to last month and this is due 

to depletion of pasture and water reservoirs. 

 Percentage at Risk and Malnourished (ARM) children above 1 year and below 5 

years seemed to be on the rise. It had increased from19.01 %( July), to 20.6% during 

the month of August.  

 Livestock prices had depreciated considerably with the Camel experiencing the 

greatest shock of approximately40% drop. 

 Most households had not returned to their lands and that continued to impact 

negatively on the quantity of milk available leading to a sharp increase in milk price 

where a litre fetched Ksh 60 in some areas. 

 Calm had finally returned and there were no cases of insecurity that has been reported 

in the entire County. In addition to that, previously impassible roads such as Banissa-

Olla-Rhamu had since been operational despite fear of attacks.  

 A number of schools in the affected areas of Rhamu and Banissa had since been 

opened albeit for a short stint before students proceeded for the August holiday. 

 The livelihoods had been impacted negatively with trading activity at its lowest. 

 The drought situation in the County remained Alert and the trends are Worsening. 

 

Recommendations to DSG 
 Promotions of peace building among the communities by all stakeholders and 

conduct trauma healing and reconciliation training for communities that were affected 

by conflict-Action  County government and other peace actors  

 There is need to Support benificiaries that have lost livelihoods during the conflict 

with income generating activities –Action-All actors  

 Repair and maintenance of strategic  livestock boreholes to avert any breakdowns-

Action-DWOs and Other actors 

 Enhancement of mobile health out reach service in all rural areas-Action: Ministry of 

Public Health and Sanitation and other actors 

 Supply of fast moving spare parts and standby gensets for strategic boreholes with 

high concentration of IDPs: Action DWO and other actors. 

 

Current Intervention 
Food Aid 

 Regular supplementary feeding by Save the Children (UK) and IRK supported by 

UNICEF and WFP was being conducted in the entire county at 54 sites. 

 129 schools were benefittingfrom the regular SFP supported by MOE and WFP as 

implementing partners. 

 The115, 500 beneficiaries still remained under the PRRO programme through GFD 

(87678) and FFA (27822) distributions in the six Sub-counties. 
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Non Food Aid 

 Households enrolled in the SFP (although minimal in the county), benefitted from 

chronine tabs, chujio filters, buckets, PUR sachets, soap, and paqua lab distributions 

by DPHO, DWO and other NGOs. 

 Outpatient therapheutic feeding and stabilization was ongoing in the entire County 

supported by GoK, UNICEF, PAH, IRK and WFP.  

 

1. ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS (STABILITY) 

1.1 Rainfall 

 There was no rainfall received in the entire County during the month of August under 

review. 

 The dry weather of Hagai (long dry spell) continued with temperatures on the rise 

though that was normal during that time of the year. 

1.2 Natural vegetation and pasture condition. 

 Pasture in the entire Couty is depleting in the areas around water points due to 

congestion of livestock though there is plenty of sufficient dry pasture in the interior 

parts of the County and  parts of Guba, Malka Mari and Banissa that had been 

affected by conflict.  

 The average distance to grazing areas was 9.48Km while average household distance 

was 6.45Km, and when compared to the month of July, the average grazing distance 

had increased by 0.83Km. 

 

 
 

1.3 Water sources and availability0\ 

1.3.1 Water Sources 
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 The main water sources for the larger County livelihood zones remained boreholes, 

River Daua, shallow wells, under ground water tanks and earth pans. 

 However, the water situation had deteriorated with most of small earth pans drying up 

like Bambo, Kutulo and Dandu. 

1.4 Emerging Issues 

1.4.1 Security issues. 

 The security situation had improved significantly in areas emerging from the effects of 

conflict such as Mandera North and Banissa districts where there was no incidence 

that has been reported during the month under review. 

 However, the fear factor and mistrust was still holding displaced households from 

returning to their homes in Guba, Choroqo, Chiracha, Malkamari and Lulis. 

 The improvement was as a result of concerted efforts by the National and County 

governments in peace negotiations through the council of elders. 

1.4 .2 Migration 

 In migration of livestock was noted in areas of Salman, Tarbei, and Gurdis. That was 

as a result of peace being restored in areas. 

1.5 Implication on food security.  

 Depletion of pasture and exhaustion of water in most water pans across the County is 

likely to have dire consequences on food security if the expected short rains won’t be 

considerably sufficient. 

 

2. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (FOOD AVAILABILITY) 

2.1 livestock production  

 The main livestock reared by the pastoralist are camel, cattle, goats and sheep. Camel 

& cattle being long term assets while shoats are short term assets/current assets.  

 

2.1.1   Livestock body condition 

 The livestock body condition of all species is deteriorating as compared to the 

previous months.This is due to increase in trucking distance  as the pasture is depleted 

around the water points and the livestock are forced to truck to interior parts inserach 

of pasture. Leading to weaking of body condition. 

2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

  Some parts of the County such as Damasa, Banissa, and Elwak reported cases of 

PPR/CCPP/Sheep and Goat pox diseases during the month. 

 In most Pastoral and Agro-pastoral zones, animals were reported to have been 

infected with worms and that was contributing to the deteriorating body condition. 

2.1.3 Milk production  

 Milk production had decreased further as compared to the month of July and that was 

due to pasture depletion and detorirating body conditions. 

2.2 Crop production  

2.2.1 Timelines and status of crop production. 

 In the Irrigated cropping zone: farmers continued to supply horticultural crops like 

Tomatoes, Kales, Onions, Water melon, Bananas and Paw paw to Mandera town 

market although at a hiked price. 

 In Agro pastoral zone: No agricultural activity is taking place after the failure of long 

rains. 

2.2.2Pest and diseases  
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 Farmers along the irrigated cropping zone reported cases of grass hopper investation 

that destroyed maize and tomatoes that were at early stage though it has subsidised 

during the last week of the month. 

2.2.3 Harvest 

 The harvest was below normal in comparison to other previous seasons.The County 

thus kept on relying on food supplies from neighbouring counties. 

2.2.4 Implications on food security 

 In addition to reduced farming activity, the presence of grass hoppers investation had 

led to crop destruction along the riverline that is likely to impact negatively on the 

food security in the entire county. 

3. ACCESS TO FOOD 
 

3.1 Livestock marketing  
3.1.1 Cattle prices  

 Average cattle prices dropped fromKsh21, 483 to Ksh21, 169 during the month of 

August 2013 and the decrease in price is attributed to the deteriorating body condition 

and decreased market demand. 

 However, in comparison to the long term mean, the average price was higher by 

Ksh8, 668. 

 The average price varied sharply across the zones with the Irrigated cropping zone 

recording the highest price of cattle at Ksh 29,950 and the Agro-pastoral disposing 

lowest at Ksh 15,388. 

 

 
 

NB: No. of Households :( N)510HH 

 

3.1.2 Goat prices 

 Average goat price fluctuated slightly dropping to Ksh 4,289 from Ksh 4,621 the 

previous month. The decrease in price is attributed to a decrease in demand as a result 

of low family income per capita and detorirating body condition. 

 The continued decrease in goat prices had adverse effects on the food security of 

households due to limited trading activity in terms of purchase of essential food 

commodities. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2013 25300 26,7 24,62 25,50 26,25 26,32 21,48 21,16         

Mean 2005-2012 9417 11128 11242 11541 11905 12569 12009 12501 13363 15664 16278 16335 
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Average cattle price for Mandera County at H/hold level vs long term mean (05-
12) as at August 2013 
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 Comparedto the long term mean, the average price was higher by Ksh1,543 during 

the month of August 2013. 

 Pastoral all species zone recorded the highest average price with a goat retailing at 

Ksh 5,012 followed by the price at Agro- pastoral zone that closed the market at Ksh 

4,540 and that of Irrigated cropping zone closing the pack at Ksh 3,316 per goat. 

 

 
 

NB: No of Households :( N)510HH 

 

3.1.3 Sheep prices 

 Sheep experienced a slightly higher drop in average price depreciating to a low of 

Ksh 3,538 as compared to Ksh4, 254 during the month of July. 

 Compared to long term mean, the average price was however higher by Ksh1, 205 

during the month ofAugust 2013 though still lower than that of the previous month 

that stood at Ksh 1,966. 

 The Pastoral all species zone traded at the highest average price of Ksh 5,270 with the 

irrigated cropping zone quoting the least at Ksh 1600. 
 

 
 

: No of households :( N) 510HH 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2 2127 2146 2218 2264 2391 2423 2568 2746 3031 3201 3417 3550 

2013 5173 5516 4978 5034 5,397 5,576 4,621 4,289         

0 

1000 

2000 

3000 

4000 

5000 

6000 

P
ri

c
e

 /
a

n
im

a
l 
K

s
h

 

  

Average goats prices for Mandera County at h/hold level Vs long term 
mean(05-12) as at August 2013 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2013 4661 5167 4864 4866 4939 4,968 4254 3538         

Mean 2005-2012 1684 1733 1931 1967 2026 2128 2288 2333 2552 2793 3000 3108 

0 

1000 

2000 

3000 

4000 

5000 

6000 

P
ri

c
e

/ 
k

g
 K

s
h

 

Average sheep price for Mandera County at h/hold level vs long term mean(05-
12) as at August 2013 
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3.1.4 Camel prices  

 Contrary to the previous month of July where the camel exchanged at Ksh 49,483, the 

average camel price fell to Ksh 35,257. 

 Notably again, there was minimal activity in terms of camel trading in the pastoral all 

species and the Irrigated cropping zones. 

 The average price range was achieved highest in the Agro- pastoral zone.  

 On the other hand, the average camel price for the long term during the month of 

August was lower than the actual traded by Ksh 12,847as shown here: 
 

 
 

: No of households :( N) 510HH 

 

3.2   Livestock sales  
 The average sales for goats, cattle, camel and sheep were 283, 19,32and119 

respectively with thetotal number of livestock sales being 453during the month 

ofAugust. 

 The preceding month had recorded total sales of 594 for allspecies of animals. 

 The highest number of sales for cattle was realized in the Agro pastoral zone followed 

by those in the Irrigated cropping zone. On the other hand, the pastoral all species 

zone traded more shoats in comparison to the Agro pastoral zone for the second 

month consecutive. Camel trading was only noticeable in the Agro- pastoral zone 

with the other zones recording nil for the sampled households. 

 Most households depended on livestock to meet their basic essential needs. 

 

3.3 Milk Consumption 

 Milk consumption decreased further as compared to the month of July with the price 

shooting to an average of Ksh 50. 

 

3.4 Crop Prices  

3.4.1 Maize  

 The average maize price during the month of August was Ksh76 per kg. 

 Compared to the preceding month of July, the average price had decreased by Ksh 7. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Mean 2005-2012 17,44 17,81 18,69 19,73 20353 20434 20462 22410 23952 31193 32758 33587 

2013 54,37 54,65 42,42 48,61 49,23 45,06 49,48 35,25         
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Average camel prices for Mandera County at h/hold level vs long term mean 
(05-12)  as at August 2013 
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 Compared to the long termmean price, the average price was higher by Ksh10. 

 The graph below gives an illustrational view of the trend. 

 
 

: No of households: (N)510HH 

 

3.4.2 Posho    

 The observed average Posho price during the month remained at Ksh 81 kg.No 

considerable fluctuations were noted in relation to July. 

 Compared to the long term mean, the average price was higherby Ksh7. 

 
 

: No of households :( N)510HH 

 

3.4.3 Other major food crops/ major purchased food  

 The other food purchased by the communities was beans, oil, and rice. 

 The observed price for beans during the month of Augustwas Ksh 102 (July-104/=), 

Rice costed Ksh 86 (July- 91/=), whereas Oil went for Ksh201 (July-205/=). 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2013 78 78 79 80 80 78 83 76         

Mean2005-2012 59 60 61 61 63 64 66 66 67 67 68 69 
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Average maize price for Mandera County at h/hold level vs long term mean(05-

12) as at August 2013 

` 

Jan Feb Marc April May June July 
Aug

u 
Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2013 95 96 98 98 99 100 80 81         

Mean 2005-2012 65 66 67 69 70 72 73 74 76 77 78 78 
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Average posho prices for Mandera County at h/hold level Vs long term 
mean(05-12) as at August 2013 
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3.5.1 Income 

 
 

3.5.2 Livestock income 

The main source of income for all livelihood zones during the month under review was 

casual labour and sale of livestock except in the Irrigated cropping zone where Gift 

items substituted sale of livestock.  The sales rate of goats and sheep decreased during 

August unlike that of cattle that went high by a margin of 0.89% as compared to the 

month of July. 

 

3.5.3 Casual Labors 

  The average daily wage from sampled divisions was Ksh397but from general 

observations it ranged between 200/= to 400/= per day.  

 Compared to the preceding month, the average daily wage had decreased by Ksh37. 

 The highest average income was earned at the Irrigated cropping livelihood zone, 

followed by Agro pastoral zone and Pastoral all species zone respectively. 

 

4.  WELFARE (UTILISATION OF FOOD) 

4.1 Nutrition status 

 The average ARM was20.6% during the month ofAugust. 

 The percentage ARM had increased by 1.59% as compared to the previous month.  

 However, compared to long term mean, the average Malnutrition rate was lower 

by4.7%. 

 According to sample areas, Shimbir Fatuma division reported the highest average 

ARM of 30.4% while the lowest was in Aresa under Hareri division that did not 

exhibit malnutrition cases. 
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: Total No of Children: 1,725. 

 

4.2 Health  

 There was no outbreak of human disease reported in the entire County during the 

month under review except few cases of Malaria.  

4.3 Flagged Areas. 

Current Intervention 

Food Aid 

 Regular supplementary feeding by Save the Children (UK) and IRK supported by 

UNICEF and WFP was being conducted in the entire county at 54 sites. 

 129 schools were benefittingfrom the regular SFP supported by MOE and WFP as 

implementing partners. 

 The115, 500 beneficiaries still remained under the PRRO programme through GFD 

(87678) and FFA (27822) distributions in the six Sub-counties.That had 39.2 % 

coverage. 

Non Food Aid 

 Households enrolled in the SFP (although minimal in the county), benefitted from 

chronine tabs, chujio filters, buckets, PUR sachets, soap, and paqua lab distributions 

by DPHO, DWO and other NGOs. 

 Outpatient therapheutic feeding and stabilization was ongoing in the entire County 

supported by GoK, UNICEF, PAH, IRK and WFP.  

 

5.3 Other coping strategies  

 Provision of relief food and supplementary feeding for the vulnerable groups of the 

communities in the divisions still remained as the top most coping strategy. 

 For the third month running, selling of assets and reduced food intake (for 

approximately 87% of the population) had also been employed as a coping 

mechanism for most households. 

 In comparison to July, the segment of the population resorting to casual work had 

increased by 10.2% implying that diversification from over reliance on livestock was 

being embraced. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2013 19.1 18.6 18.3 18.1 17.7 18.5 19 20.6         

Mean2005-2012 26.3 26.4 26.8 26 25.7 25.4 25.7 25.3 24.8 24.2 22.6 22.8 
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Nutrition status ( % children MUAC <135mm) for Mandera County at h/hold 
level Vs long term mean(05-12) as at  August 2013 
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 83% of the population continued to rely on less preffered  food with 60% borrowing 

from relatives and friends 

 

6.0 Recommendations to DSG
 

 Promotions of peace building among the communities by all stakeholders and 

conduct trauma healing training for communities that were affected by conflict-

Action  County government and other peace actors  

 There is need to Support benificiaries that have lost livelihoods during the conflict 

with income generating activities –Action-All actors  

 Repair and maintenance of strategic  livestock boreholes to avert any breakdowns-

Action-DWOs and Other actors 

 Enhancement of mobile health out reach service in all rural areas-Action: Ministry of 

Public Health and Sanitation and other actors 

 Supply of fast moving spare parts and standby gensets for strategic boreholes with 

high concentration of IDPs: Action DWO and other actors. 

 Water trucking to areas with acute water stress in the entire County-Action: DWO 

and other actors. 

 Up scaling of hygiene and sanitation promotion services in areas of Banissa, Lafey, 

Mandera South and Takaba through provision of treatment chemicals where water 

contamination was highly pronounced-Action MOH. 

 Supplementary feeding programme be boosted to reach all the target population. 

Action-GOK and other Actors. 

 Enhance the primary schools meals programme to boost performance and retain 

chidren in the school: Action-GoK and all actors. 

 

 

 

 

 


