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In comparison with 1 million people in January, nearly 1.2 million people are affected by the ongoing floods (including 
333,266 in Trincomalee; 299,761 in Ampara; 55,903 in Batticaloa; 298,763 in Anuradhapura; 98,075 in Vavuniya; 
59,977 in Mullaitivu; 3,135 in Polonnaruwa; and 6,830 in Mannar). All districts have reported a drop in affected 
population and displaced, except Ampara which has increased by about 3,500 affected.   
 
Graph 1. Flood Affected population from December 2010 to February 2011 

 
 
Graph 2. Displaced population from January-February 2011 

 
Although rains have stopped in many areas, a few 
tanks in Anuradhapura, Batticaloa and Mannar are 
at spill level. The highest tank spills are reported 
from Ampara district where 13 out of 20 tanks 
continue to spill with sluice gates opened in a bid 
to ensure that increasing water levels do not 
damage reservoir bunds. Irrigation authorities 
continue to closely monitor water levels and adjust 
overflow accordingly.  
 
As the water recede, people are slowly going back 
to their homes. A significant number of temporary 
evacuation sites, however, continue to be 
functioning. 
 
Mine action authorities advise that the issue of 

I. HIGHLIGHTS / KEY PRIORITIES  

 The Disaster Management Centre report as of 13.30hrs on 10 February shows that 1,191,275 people (319,451 
families) are affected by the floods and landslides. This includes 103,330 persons (28,717 families) in 461 
temporary evacuation centres in 17 districts. Seventeen deaths, eleven injured and two missing persons are 
reported. People started to return as water is receding. Some locations, however, continue to be inaccessible. 

 Assistance is focused on providing clean water, non‐food items (NFIs), basic common shelters and food. 
Availability of dry firewood for cooking and the loss of livelihoods are major concerns. Several roads continue to 
be inundated with flood waters, challenging assistance. 

 The Government has released a total of Rs 850 million (US$ 7 million) for the flood response. 

II. Situation Overview  
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floating mines is relatively insignificant and experience from previous similar events has shown that the vast majority 
of mines do not shift during periods of flooding. However, actors should remain sensitive to specific areas of elevated 
risk. For example, if the walls of a tank have burst and flooded an irrigation canal that was known to be mined prior to 
the flooding - and large quantities of fast moving water moved through the canal, then there is a chance that mines 
may have been moved downstream by the force of the water. In such cases, advice should be sought from the Regional 
Mine Action Center and/or local demining NGOs. 

 
BATTICALOA 
As rains paused, waters continue to recede and all main roads are accessible, even if some of them suffered damages. 
However, most of the interior roads are badly affected, especially in Vavunathivu and Kiran Divisional Secretariats 
Division (DSD). Furthermore, the access roads to Vellaveli and Paddipalai DSDs have suffered some damages. 
 
It is estimated that some 50,000 wells have been contaminated during the February floods, and agencies mobilized 
resources to re-start chlorination and provide water purification materials. The Water Board and the ACLG have 
advised affected populations to refrain from using wells that had been inundated by floods for drinking purposes. 
 
Most schools in Batticaloa are progressively reopening. However, flood-displaced are still residing in some schools as 
water is still to recede from their houses. 
 
A joint assessment conducted by the Department of Agriculture, the Agrarian Department and FAO on 7 February 
indicates that a total a total of 44,179 farmers have been affected, 143,560 acres of paddy land have been damaged 
out of a total area of cultivated land of 149,657 acres. The paddy seed requirement for the Yala season for 2011 is 
estimated at 160,749 bushels, 6,698 MT of Urea, 1,875 of TSP and 1,607 MOP. Similarly, vegetable crops have also 
been damaged, and seed and fertilizers are needed to re-start activities. Below the breakdown of needs: 
  

Crop Extent damaged (ac) Seed requirement ( kg) Urea TSP MOP 

Eggplant 189 26.46 22.68 24.57 12.85 

Okra 177 354.00 21.24 13.81 10.62 

Tomato 86 13.76 6.70 11.18 4.47 

Bushita and long bean 319 2,552.00 11.48 16.59 8.93 

Bitter gourd 106 265.00 9.54 8.26 7.63 

Snake gourd 121 242.00 10.89 9.43 8.71 

Leafy veg 96 0.00 6.52 4.99 3.84 

Manioc 962 3,848.00 96.20 48.10 96.20 

 
The other food crops (OFC) have also suffered due to the impact of the floods. Below is a table summary on needs: 
 

Crop Extent damaged (ac) Seed requirement ( kg) Urea TSP MOP 

Chilly 348 139 34.80 46.63 18.79 

Onion 79 47,400 4.27 3.16 2.37 

Maize 2068 10,340 124.08 82.72 41.36 

Cowpea 495 7,920 12.87 27.72 14.85 

Ground nut 830 33,200 21.58 46.48 24.90 

Green gram 392 4,704 10.19 21.95 11.76 

Black gram 388 4,656 10.09 21.73 11.64 

 
AMPARA  
Moderate rainfall was reported for three hours yesterday. The water levels in the residential areas, paddy fields and 
irrigation canals have reduced. There are 20 temporary evacuation sites hosting 3,372 persons. Roads continue to be 
inaccessible in Damand DS and Navithanveli DS. 
 
Several wells have been damaged due to flooding with 23,350 wells out of 67,000 reportedly contaminated. In some 
instances the wells can be chlorinated and in other cases the wells have to be dewatered. During the dewatering 
process, some of the well structures, weakened by the floods, could collapse. Priority has been placed on the 
dewatering of the community wells. 
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VAVUNIYA 
No rains have been reported since 8 February. About 42,000 people remain in 111 evacuation sites.  The 
Poovarasakulam-Cheddikulam road continues to be inaccessible due to flooding.  Tank levels are managed with no 
reported overflow. 
 

TRINCOMALEE 
No rains have been reported since 8 February.  About 17, 000 people remain in 60 evacuation sites. Widespread 
damage to water system, agricultural lands and houses has been recorded. Reports indicate that water purification 
plants have been damaged in Muthur and Verugal DSDs in Trincomalee. Some of the main roads continue to be 
inaccessible and four villages continue to be cut off (Verugal, Muthur, Padavisiripura and Seruwila). The gates of three 
major tanks continue to be open. However, those of minor and medium tanks are all now closed.   
 
MANNAR  
No rains have been reported since 8 February. However the effect of the floods is still felt due to the opening of the 
Anuradhapura sluice gates, resulting in overflow and causing massive flooding of the Giant Tank and surrounding small 
tanks. Whole villages have been inundated with 6,830 people still in temporary evacuation sites. Reports indicate that 
paddy lands have been damaged, well contaminated and livestock affected.  
 
KILINOCHCHI  
No rains have been reported since 8 February.  Currently, there are seven temporary evacuation sites with 769 flood 
displaced people.  Schools are reported to be functioning and roads are accessible. 
 
MULLAITIVU 
No rains have been reported since 8 February and those displaced have returned to their homes. Life is returning to 
normalcy; and damages will need to be assessed. 

 

The Government has released over Rs 850 million (US$ 7 million) to the District Secretaries through the Ministry of 
Disaster Management (see breakdown below) and other government channels. 
 
Graph 3. Funds released to flood affected by the Ministry of Disaster Management 

 
 
Food: The government is providing cooked meals to those in evacuation sites across the affected districts.  All Multi 
Purpose Cooperative Society's lorries are engaged in distribution of dry rations to the flood affected camps and 
villages. To date, WFP has provided 675 MT of mixed food commodities for more than 500,000 flood affected people, 
in five districts. WFP, UMCOR, Swedish Cooperative Center, Sewa Lanka, Koinoma, Offer, ZOA, Methodist Church of Sri 
Lanka and NRC have provided dry rations and cooked meals to flood-affected persons in Batticaloa. Muslim Aid 
provided 78,000 cooked meal packs in Anuradhapura, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Vavuniya. DRC, SEDOT and TDDA 
provided 460 households with complementary food in Trincomalee.  

III. Humanitarian response  
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Shelter/NFI: An OFDA plainload of NFI (6,000 tarpaulins and 1,000 mosquito nets) will arrive in the country on 11 
Feburary. IOM will carry out distribution. From 28 December 2010 to 9 February 2011, NFI and Hygiene kits have been 
provided to Batticaloa by UMCOR, World Vision, CARE, ASB, NRC, Oxfam, ADT, Oxfam GB, IOM , Swedish Cooperative 
Center, ACTED, Offer, Save the children, Islamic Relief, UNICEF, Help Age, and ZOA. These agencies also provided nearly 
3,000 tarpaulins. ZOA and DRC has provided NFIs including buckets, hurricane lanterns and kerosene fuel in Mannar. 
IOM is providing NFRI kits to the displaced persons in Kilinochchi evacuation sites. The Governor of Northern Province 
has dispatched 500 tins sheets to Vavuniya District to support urgent needs. On 5 February, the Vavuniya GA requested 
additional 20,000 tarpaulin sheets, 20,000 floor sheets, 10,000 mats, 10,000 bed sheets and towels for flood-affected 
people. There is approximately a gap of 10,000 NFRI kits in the District. On 9 February, a coordination meeting was held 
in Kilinochchi at the GAs office with the Governor of the Northern Province, UNHCR and IOM. Shelter commitments 
were pledged to support urgent needs. 
 
WASH: In Batticaloa District, WASH agencies have reported through the 3W matrix to ensure coordination of activities 
and plans with local authorities. The following WASH partners have provided water purification tablets, chlorination 
and cleaning of wells, hygiene kits, household and infant kits, water-testing, construction and rehabilitation of toilets, 
solid waste disposal, water tanks and plastic buckets: Arche nova, ASB, Caritas EHED, Malteser-Sarvodaya, Muslim Aid, 
NRC, Oxfam GB, Peace Wings Japan, Relief International, Save the Children, UMCOR, UNDP, UNICEF, World Vision, 
ZOA, TdH, MTI and UNOPS. Some of these agencies have also provided training to youth groups on well cleaning and 
on public health awareness.  
 
Education: Schools in the eastern provinces are starting to reopen. Following the second wave of floods, new damage 
assessments are being done by the Zonal Directors of Education. Findings will be shared as soon as available. An 
Education Cluster Coordination Meeting was held today at the Zonal Education Office in Batticaloa to discuss 
intervention strategies. 
 
Health and Nutrition: On 7 February, RDHS led a health coordination meeting in Batticaloa. Partners reported about 
ongoing activities, including: MSF, World Vision and Sarvodaya continuous support through mobile clinics; UNICEF and 
IOM provision of vehicles, WFP provision of Triphosa (high energy cereal), TdH support to emergency transportation, 
deployment of four medical doctors and mobile clinics. All PHIs and PHMMs continue to provide health services; and 
WHO continue to support surge capacity. The regional epidemiologist has reported that there is no outbreak of 
communicable diseases, and that dysentery cases are within expected numbers along with respiratory diseases. The 
RDHS requires chlorine tablets and powder (to supplement the UNICEF donation), support for Ministry of Health vector 
and water borne diseases prevention and coordination for community mobilization for cleaning and mitigation.  
 
WHO conducted an assessment in Kalmunai , Batticaloa and Polonaruwa districts from 31 January -3 February and 
recommended to provide surge capacity to three RDHS. WHO plans to assist the RDHS in strengthening disease 
surveillance activities as well as prevention/control activities against food and water borne and vector-borne diseases. 
WHO is procuring chlorine tablets to be issued to the MOH to support identified needs. 
 
Coordination: UN agencies and partners continue to support local authorities to survey, conduct needs analysis and 
coordinate delivery of assistance. Government-led assessments, with UN and NGO support, are underway. The DMC 
continues to lead the response, however capacities are stretched to meet the wide range of needs. UNDP, OCHA, IOM, 
FAO and WFP have already deployed personnel and resources to the flood affected areas to support government-led 
coordination. 
 
Several demining agencies have come forward to assist distribution for the floods response, support shelter 
construction and any other priorities.  
 

IV. Needs Assessments 
Flood needs assessments have commenced in flood affected areas, led by Government and supported by multi-agency 
teams.  Additionally, WFP is planning a food security assessment in March/April to assess the situation and 
requirements to support mid-term food security planning. The Batticaloa Child Protection Emergency Coordination 
Group and Department of Probation and Child Care are planning a joint assessment to be completed before the end of 
the month.   

 



 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 

5 

V. Funding 
The Flash Appeal has received about 20% of the overall requirements against US$ 50.6 million, pledges are still being 
confirmed with nation capitals.  The Flash Appeal will undergo a revision following this round of needs assessments, 
likely to be released in early March. Of particular note, US$ 3 million have been confirmed toward the recently 
approved Emergency Operations (EMOPS) which requires US$ 8.8 million.  
 

Colombo:  

 Ms Barbara Manzi 
Head of Office  
manzi@un.org  
Tel:  +94 011 2504 434/5; Fax:  +94 011 4528   690 

Ms Carrie Howard 
Information officer  
howard@un.org  
Tel:        +94 772858946 

        For more information, please visit: www.hpsl.lk | http://ochaline.un.org/srilanka 
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