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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2011 secondary season cereal production is estimated at above 
average levels 

 G Favourable outlook for crop  and rangeland in Karamoja 
region 

 Food prices indicate a general decline as newly harvested 
crops replenished main markets 

 Overall,  the food security situation is satisfactory 

Favourable rains boost cereal production in the 
2011 secondary cropping season 
In bimodal areas, harvesting of the 2011 secondary rainy season crops 
is well advanced and output is expected to be above average. The 
season started on time in August and has been favourable in most 
cropping areas. However, heavy rains from October to early November 
caused floods in some eastern and western districts, with localized 
losses of crops. 

Good production prospects in Karamoja region 

In uni-modal areas of Karamoja region, harvesting of sorghum and 
bulrush millet has been finalized in December and production prospects 
are generally favourable. Abundant rains in October and November 
have also benefitted pastoral areas of Amudat, Moroto and Kaabong 
districts, improving livestock access to water and pasture and leading to 
better animal body conditions and milk production. In the “cattle 
corridor”, a successful vaccination campaign against the Foot and 
Mouth Disease resulted in the re-opening of the Amudat livestock 
market that was temporary closed to control an outbreak of the disease. 

Prices of main staple food decline in main markets 

In the capital city Kampala, wholesale prices of beans have declined 
between November and December by 11 percent (and declined by 5 
percent compared to a year earlier) as newly harvested crops of the 
2011 secondary season harvest have reached main markets. Similarly, 
prices of maize, an important crop also for export, declined by 16 
percent between November and December.  However, prices of maize 
are still 25 percent higher than their levels a year earlier, essentially 
due to the sustained import demand from neighbouring countries. 

The food security situation has generally improved 

No acute food insecurity is anticipated through March. The country, 
including the Karamoja region, is expected to remain at IPC Phase 1 
(no or minimal food insecurity). Overall the majority of the population is 
expected to have adequate access to food and the re-opening of the 
Amudat livestock market is also expected to ease the severity of the 
lean season (from December to March) for pastoral households. 
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