
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Humanitarian Advisory Team (HAT) in Pakistan in collaboration with humanitarian 

partners. It covers the period from 14 October - 28 October 2022. The next report will be issued on or around 11 

November 2022. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Malaria cases are increasing due to the stagnant 
water, while the incidence of diarrhea is at least five 
times higher than usual, especially in Sindh and 
Balochistan. 

 

• In Sindh and Balochistan, more than 1 in 9 children 
under five admitted to health facilities suffered from 
severe acute malnutrition. 

 

• More than 3.5 million children's education was 
interrupted due to the impact of floods. 

 

• Humanitarian partners continue to increase assistance 
in health, shelter, water and sanitation, and nutrition 
services to reach people in hard-to-reach areas. 

 

• Some sectors noted inadequate funding and delays in 
supplies as a major gap in responding to the needs of 
hard-to-reach areas. Roughly only 15-20 per cent of 
the affected population has received relief assistance 
from humanitarians. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

During the last weeks, flood water continued to recede in many areas of Balochistan and Sindh, although standing water 
remains in some districts. In Sindh, the most affected districts, such as Dadu, Khairpur and Mirpurkhas, remain underwater 
for nearly two months. The winter season is fast approaching, and the affected population will be severely affected by the 
harsh weather conditions in a few weeks, requiring adequate shelter and non-food items such as tents and blankets. People 
are preparing the land for the harvest season in areas where the water has receded. Key findings from a Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) impact assessment on August indicate that 38 287 km2 (9.4 million acres) of crop area in 
the country was flooded. Compared with September, close to 4,418 km2 (1.09 million acres) of crop area in the country was 
flooded. The results also show that 98 per cent of the total area for wheat cultivation is available for the next planting season. 

Public health concerns are high due to damaged infrastructure, stagnating water and inadequate sanitation facilities. 

According to the latest data, as of 25 October, in Sindh, 59 health facilities are fully damaged and 461 partially damaged, 

further limiting access to primary health care. Stagnating water has provided breeding sites for mosquitos, resulting in an 

ongoing malaria outbreak in 32 districts. In Sindh, between July and early October, nearly 350,000 people were suspected 

of having malaria, more than 700,000 had some form of diarrhea, and over 770,000 people reported a skin-related disease, 

according to the Directorate General of Health Services. Access to safe water and sanitation remains limited, with people 

using contaminated water for household consumption and suffering from waterborne diseases. The practice of open 

defecation has increased from one-fifth before the floods to over one-third of the affected population, with 6 million no longer 

having home sanitation facilities.  

The ongoing economic crisis due to rising inflation, low productivity growth and climate change-induced floods continues to 

present challenges to food security and basic nutrition in flood-affected areas. As of 21 October, the latest National Nutrition 

Survey estimates that close to 1.6 million children could suffer from severe acute malnutrition and require treatment in Sindh 

and Balochistan flood-affected areas. In addition, the rate of stunting among children, which was already high before the 

floods, will further compound children's cognitive development. Malnourished pregnant women are also at risk of low-birth-

weight babies who will be malnourished. According to United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), as of 19 October, more 

than 1.6 million women are of reproductive age, and nearly 130,000 are pregnant. For these women, the risk of 

displacement, injury and death due to the flooding compounds with that of gender-based violence and the possibility of 

dangerous disruptions to reproductive health care. 

The floods have severely affected the education sector disrupting the school year and children's access to learning. As of 

20 October 2022, at least 26,632 schools have been damaged or destroyed in Sindh, Balochistan, Punjab and Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa due to floods, with data collection still ongoing. In addition, 7,062 schools became relief camps to provide 

shelter to the flood-affected population, disrupting schooling and the ongoing academic years. Based on current estimations, 

more than 3.5 million children's education has been interrupted due to floods all over Pakistan, according to UNICEF.  

The floods are expected to have a detrimental impact on Pakistan's economy. The post-disaster needs assessment (PDNA) 

was completed under the leadership of the Ministry of Planning and Development with the Asian Development Bank, 

European Union, World Bank, and the United Nations system. The assessment estimated total damages to exceed US$14.9 

billion, total economic losses to about US$15.2 billion, and needs for rehabilitation and reconstruction at US$16.3 billion. In 

addition, the PDNA human impact assessment indicates that the national poverty rate may increase by 3.7 to 4.0 percentage 

points, potentially pushing between 8.4 and 9.1 million more people below the poverty line. Even before the floods, the 

country was already facing macroeconomic pressures and low economic growth due to challenging global economic 

conditions. According to the PDNA, the immediate impact on the lives and livelihoods will come through the loss of 

household income and assets, shortages of food and loss of human capital due to the ongoing public health situation. For 

more information on PDNA, please refer to the link: https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-floods-2022-post-disaster-

needs-assessment. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

The humanitarian response is ongoing under the leadership of the Government of Pakistan. As of 25 October, the 

Government Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) has reached over 2.7 million flood-affected households with flood 

relief cash assistance of PKR 25,000 (US$ 113) per household. The Government has disbursed over US$300 million to 

affected people.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-floods-2022-post-disaster-needs-assessment
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-floods-2022-post-disaster-needs-assessment
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Alongside the Pakistani Government, international and National NGOs are supporting the affected population through food, 

health, non-food items (NFIs), water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH). As of 24 October, the members of the Pakistan 

Humanitarian Forum (PHF) had reached over 3 million individuals through its humanitarian response in food, shelter, 

education, NFIs, WASH, cash, health, and protection in 82 flood-affected districts. The Pakistan Red Crescent (PRCS), 

with the support of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and its movement partners, 

continues to expand its coverage providing emergency life-saving assistance in Sindh, Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

Punjab and Gilgit Baltistan under its revised Emergency Appeal aiming to reach one million people. PRCS has prioritized 

its support to provide immediate shelter, basic necessities and food, and health and hygiene services. 

The UN system and humanitarian partners have continued to scale up assistance to affected people across Pakistan. As 

of 14 October, the World Health Organization (WHO) has established 3 operational hubs and 10 emergency operations 

centres in the flood-affected districts. The health sector distributed essential supplies to control the malaria outbreak, 

delivering health services in fixed facilities and conducting over 5,000 health camps. With support from partners, the 

Government is conducting the measles and rubella vaccination campaign in six districts in Balochistan to mitigate the risk 

of large measles and rubella outbreaks in flood-affected districts. Similar campaigns are planned for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

The nutrition sector is delivering life-saving nutrition services, including providing ready-to-use therapeutic food supplies to 

children suffering from severe acute malnutrition in 271 established outpatient therapeutic treatment centres. An integrated 

response through 73 mobile health teams is ongoing to address the needs of children in health, water, sanitation and 

hygiene and protection services. The protection sector is organizing prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) 

workshops in the operations hubs of Hyderabad and Sukkur to partner organizations.   

For an overview of partner presence and activities: 2022 Monsoon 5W Dashboard | ReliefWeb Response. 

 

  Education 

Needs: 

 

• Dewatering, cleaning, and disinfection of schools to facilitate the resumption of 

educational activities in a safe and healthy learning environment. 

• Establishing Temporary Learning Centers (TLCs) and alternate learning modalities, 

including prefabricated structures, second shifts schooling and distance learning to 

resume education. 

• Distribution of education teaching and learning materials. 

• Training of teachers on psychosocial support, multi-grade teaching and teaching in 

emergencies 

• Training and mobilization of School Management Committee (SMC) members on psychosocial support, safe 

school reopening and functioning of schools. 

• Providing winterization kits to affected children. 

 

Response: 

 

• Dewatering, cleaning and disinfection of schools to facilitate the resumption of educational activities in a safe and 

healthy learning environment benefitting a total of 35,000 schoolchildren, including over 29,500 schoolchildren in 

Balochistan, over 4,700 schoolchildren in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and some 658 school children in Sindh.  

• Temporary Learning Centres (TLC) and alternative learning modalities, including second-shift schooling and 

distance learning, benefitting over 150,000 people in Sindh, over 4,000 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and close 

to 8,000 people in Balochistan.  

• Distribution of Education teaching and learning materials, reaching over 8,400 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

and over 1,200 people in Sindh.  

• Training on providing psychological support and mental health covering 1,354 teachers across Balochistan, 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh. 

 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

2.0M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

700K 

https://response.reliefweb.int/pakistan/2022-monsoon-5w-dashboard
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Gaps and challenges: 

 

• Limited funding to meet the education and learning needs of flood-affected children, with only 22% (US$8.8 

million) received out of the US$40.6 million funding requirements.  

• The use of schools to host displaced populations prevents their use for education and learning.  

• Standing water and submergence of some schools prevent full assessments of the damages incurred and the 

restoration of schools and learning centres.  

 

  Food Security and Agriculture 

Needs: 

 

• Immediate scale-up is required to protect livestock and ensure farmers do not miss 

the Rabi cropping season. 

• Areas where water is receding need immediate efforts to recover/reclaim land for 

agricultural production. 

• Provision of seeds and fertilizers to cultivate vegetable crops and support the 

restoration of affected cropped areas and livelihoods ahead of the upcoming 

agriculture cropping season. 

 

Response: 

 

• In-kind relief food distributions have reached 391,000 people in Balochistan, over 236,000 people in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, nearly 137,000 people in Punjab and 542,000 people in Sindh. 

• Conditional cash has been distributed to nearly 138,000 people in Balochistan, some 77,837 people in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, over 3,800 people in Punjab, and some 12,000 in Sindh. 

• Livestock vaccination and deworming activities benefiting over 92,000 people in Balochistan, some 81,000 in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, nearly 2,900 people in Punjab and over 3,000 people in Sindh. 

 

  Health 

Needs: 

 

• Scale-up of early recovery and restoration of health services, including the provision 

of essential medicines and equipment. 

• Respond to and mitigate outbreaks of communicable/infectious diseases, particularly 

in camps where WASH facilities have been damaged. 

 

Response: 

• Medical camps have benefited over 247,332 people in flood-affected areas, 

including 60,163 people in Sindh, over 147,000 people in Balochistan, nearly 36,000 people in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and some 4,476 people in Punjab. 

• Provision of medicines and medical supplies benefited over 180,000 people in Balochistan, over 21,000 people 

in Sindh and some 8,100 people in Sindh. 

• Provision of essential health services with sustained coverage of high-impact preventive and curative 

interventions to over 28,000 across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh.  

• Provision of sexual reproductive and health services to over 15,500 people in Balochistan and some 37,502 

people in Sindh. 

• Distribution of mosquito spray to benefit some 4,417 people in Sindh.  

 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

14.6M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

4.0M 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

8.2M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

6.4M 
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  Nutrition 

Response: 

 

• Provision of Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programmes (BSFP) for over 17,600 

children and mothers in Sindh, 30,000 children and mothers in Balochistan and over 

3,000 children and mothers in Punjab.  

• Counselling on Maternal, Infant and Young Child Feeding (MIYCF) practices 

benefitting over 32,000 children in Balochistan, some 33,000 children in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, over 72,000 children in Punjab and over 33,000 in Sindh. 

• Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Programme (OTP) treatment for Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) benefitting 5,453 children in Balochistan, nearly 4,000 children in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

some 8,579 children in Sindh and over 3,000 children in Punjab. 

• Conducted screening of nearly 324,000 children, including 33,355 children in Balochistan, over 38,000 children 

in Khyber Pakhtunkwa, some 132,000 children in Punjab and nearly 120,000 children in Sindh. 

 

  Protection 

Needs: 

 

• Provide a safe environment to the children, as many live in unsafe and unhealthy 

environments, which has increased the risk of being trafficked and abused. 

• The need for mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) is increasing as the 

limited access to basic goods and services adversely affects child well-being, 

including mental health needs for children and parents/caregivers. 

• Increasing child labour and child marriage trends, with out-of-school children at a 

higher risk. 

• Lack of civil documentation (lost, damaged or not issued in case of new births) precludes access to 

humanitarian assistance. 

• To place gender-based violence (GBV) risk mitigation and response services in flood-affected areas involving 

well-trained staff, including psychological first aid, psychosocial support services, the establishment of safe 

spaces and ensuring the provision of GBV referral services.  

• Promote a Do No Harm approach to GBV interventions in all humanitarian communications, assessments, and 

data collection, which does not violate humanitarian policies and principles to ensure informed consent, 

confidentiality, safety, and respect for all survivors.  

• Enhanced efforts to advocate for more resources for both GBV risk mitigation and specialized GBV services to 

prevent and respond to the life-saving needs of survivors. 

 

Response: 

• Provision of information on child protection risks and services through direct/face-to-face methods has reached 

some 5,000 people in Balochistan, over 5,400 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, nearly 14,500 people in Punjab 

and some 9,385 people in Sindh. Nealy 640,000 people were reached through indirect means such as radio, TV 

and social media. 

• Identification and referral to child protection services for nearly 3,000 children. 

• Establishment of recreational and safe spaces for children, benefitting over 30,000 children. 

• Multi-purpose cash assistance benefiting some 7,319 people in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkwa. 

 

Gaps and challenges: 

 

• Limited funds for the protection sector limit response to protection needs in the affected districts. 

• Limited capacity of the partners to prevent and respond to child protection issues in the field. 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

7.1M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

3.9M 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

13.5M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

8.5M 
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• Hotlines remain available for GBV referrals and remote service provision. However, staffing and capacity building 

needs to be increased to meet the high caseloads resulting from the emergency. 

• Establishment and strengthening of contextualized referral pathways for GBV and PSEA case management. 

 

  Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

Needs: 

 

• Prioritize the distribution of winterization items to priority districts across affected 

areas. 

• Emergency shelter, shelter kits and materials are needed to rehabilitate damaged 

houses.   

• Scale up camp coordination and camp management. 

• Displacement tracking and resource mapping.    

• Capacity building of local communities. 

 

Response: 

 

• Provision of basic NFIs, including blankets, bedding, and kitchen sets, benefitting over 566,000 people: some 

313,749 people in Sindh, around 92,300 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, over 128,000 people in Balochistan and 

nearly 314,000 people in Punjab. 

• Provision of emergency shelter benefiting 168,000 people in Sindh, over 42,000 people in Balochistan, some 

13,594 people in Punjab and nearly 17,000 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

• Site improvement activities are benefiting some 8,400 people in Khyber Pakhtunkwa. 

• Provision of one-room shelter benefiting some 2,673 people in Balochistan, over 3,000 people in Sindh and 6 

persons in Punjab. 

 

Gaps and challenges: 

 

• Insufficient availability of funds and the scale of house damage are major constraints.  

• Limited technical capacities for structural integrity assessment of partially damaged and potentially hazardous 

houses. 

• Concurrent relief and recovery activities in certain areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. 

• Access constraints to transport relief items in some areas due to stagnant water. 

• Shipment, arrival to ports, and transportation to warehouses are time-consuming, affecting the response rate while 

keeping commodities in pipelines. 

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 

• Provision of quality and safe drinking water to most affected areas. 

• Need urgent scale-up of construction of sanitation facilities, including latrines in the 
affected communities. 

• Advocacy for more partners to scale up interventions in affected areas, especially in 
Balochistan, as the number of WASH partners is very limited. 

• Advocacy for the Government to take a more proactive role in sector coordination and 
timely exchange of information. 

 

Response:  

 

• Provision of sustainable access to water in targeted settlements benefitting over 188,000 people in Balochistan, 

nearly 25,000 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, over 11,515 people in Punjab and over 37,000 people in Sindh. 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

12.0M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

3.5M 

PEOPLE IN NEED: 

6.3M 
PEOPLE TARGETED: 

3.4M 
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• Provision of water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene benefiting 190,000 in Balochistan, nearly 146,000 

in Punjab, some 528,343 people in Sindh, and 164,000 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

• Provision of safe sanitation facilities through the installation of latrines, bathing cubicles and washing stations, 

benefitting nearly 26,000 people in Balochistan, over 16,200 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, nearly 14,000 people 

in Punjab and nearly 22,000 people in Sindh. 

• Emergency latrines are benefitting 15,045 people in Balochistan, over 4,500 people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

some 17,216 people in Punjab and 40,639 people in Sindh. 

• Provision of hygiene and non-food items to over 150,000 in Sindh, some 72,383 people in Punjab, over 61,000 in 

Khyber Pakhtunkwa and some 47,412 in Balochistan. 

 

Gaps and challenges: 

 

• Limited funds are affecting the scale-up of the WASH response. Only 12% (US$11.4 million) has been received out 

of the US$97.2M total requirement. 

• Limited number of partners are reporting on the funds received for the response 

• Uneven distribution of Partners in different provinces. 

 

  Logistics 

Needs: 
 

• Increased coordination and information sharing to support logistics operations, avoid duplication and overcome 

logistics gaps to ensure a timely and uninterrupted supply of life-saving relief items to affected people. 

• Strengthened logistics support is required for incoming cargo; this includes transport and storage services and the 

procurement of related logistics equipment. 

• Identification of vendors to provide logistics services, including procurement of relief items within the country. 

• As of 24 October, the Logistic Sector lead agency still requires 9 boats in the Dadu District Sindh. 

 
Response: 
 

• Boat operations began on 25 September 2022. The Government of Punjab provided 33 boats on a loan basis to 

distribute food commodities to locations such as Dadu, Jacobabad and Qambar Shahdadkot.  

• The Logistics Sector supports the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) with the receipt, 

storage, and downstream transportation of 45 containers containing emergency relief items; as of 27 October 2022, 

32 of the 45 containers have arrived. 

• The Logistics Sector continues to assist the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) with logistics support. 

The sector completed the transportation of 150,000 tents to various flood-affected areas of the country on 15 

October 2022. 

 

Gaps and challenges: 

 

• Access to some locations, including Dadu and Mehar districts in Sindh province, remains challenging due to high 

water levels and damaged roads and bridges. 

• Lack of funding is a key concern, limiting operational capability. 

 

GENERAL COORDINATION 

A National Flood Response and Coordination Centre (NFRCC) comprising representatives of Federal stakeholders, 

Provincial Governments, and the Pakistan Armed Forces oversees the national response to the monsoon rains and 

floods. In the provinces, the Provincial Disaster Management Authorities (PDMA) have established sector coordination 

mechanisms to ensure better response coordination in partnership with the humanitarian community. The Humanitarian 

Country Team (HCT) meets weekly for strategic decisions. At the technical level, the Inter-Sector Coordination Group 

(ISCG), Information Management Working Group (IMWG) and Assessment Working Group (AWG) hold regular meetings 
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at the national level, and sectoral and working group meetings take place at both national and provincial levels. Sector 

meetings are occurring to discuss priorities, needs, gaps and information sharing to strengthen coordination at the 

sectoral level. District-level coordination is being set up to facilitate bottom-up information sharing and coordination. 

OCHA has established a presence in Karachi, Sukkur and Hyderabad in Sindh, Multan in Punjab, Peshawar in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, and Quetta in Balochistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Felix Omunu, Head of Office, OCHA Pakistan, omunu@un.org  
Riyadh Sidat, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA ROAP, riyadh.sidat@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int | www.response.reliefweb.int/pakistan 
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