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A total of 12,528 refugees and
asylum-seekers in Tongogara
Refugee Camp received relief
clothes. The pieces of clothing
were distributed by UNHCR
and donated by the Japanese
company UNIQLO.
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As Protection Cluster Lead,
UNHCR participated in the
Inter-Cluster Coordination
Group. The meeting focused on
the potential food insecurity in
the country, with some food-
insecure hotspots being shared.

Refugee in Zimbabwe
participated in the World
Higher Education Conference.
He was one of the twelve
young refugees selected
worldwide to participate in this
event in Barcelona.
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Operational highlights
Food insecurity concerns raised at the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG)
As Protection Cluster Lead, UNHCR participated in the ICCG. The meeting focused on the potential food
insecurity in the country, with some food-insecure hotspots being shared. Various clusters raised emerging
concerns, including harmful coping mechanisms, family separations, and intimate partner violence. The
potential return of the estimated 180,000 Zimbabwean nationals holding the Zimbabwe Exemption Permits
in South Africa and its effect on households were also raised. There is a need to keep monitoring points of
entry. 

UNHCR led the national Protection Cluster Coordination meeting
The Protection Cluster Coordination meeting was attended by a dozen organizations, including OCHA, the
Resident Coordinator’s office, GBV and Child Protection organizations, and IOM, among others. Most
protection actors remain underfunded; hence partners are restricted to mainly operating in urban areas. This
means people needing protection services in remote and other hard-to-reach areas must travel long distances
to access the services. Due to the rising anti-foreigner sentiment in South Africa, there is an expected
increase in Zimbabweans returning. Therefore, prepositioning protection services is needed, especially at
ports of entry. Lack of funding has also affected monitoring activities critical for the timely identification of
protection concerns.

Refugee in Zimbabwe participated in the World Higher Education Conference
UNHCR Zimbabwe was represented by Yves Umuhoza, a refugee who recently completed a bachelor’s
degree in Engineering Honours in Fuel and Energy at the World Higher Education Conference 2022. He was
one of the twelve young refugees selected worldwide to participate in this event in Barcelona in May. The
conference is spearheaded by UNESCO every ten years. This year, it focused on defining a roadmap for a
new era of higher education that responds to the challenges faced by humanity and the planet, with
particular attention to the global disruption created by the COVID-19.

More than 12,500 refugees and asylum-seekers received relief clothes
In May, 12,528 refugees and asylum-seekers in Tongogara Refugee Camp received relief clothes distributed
by UNHCR and donated by the Japanese company UNIQLO. Each person received seven pieces of clothing,
including a jacket to protect them from the winter cold.

Young refugees set up a fitness club in Tongogara Refugee Camp
Young refugees in Tongogara have demonstrated they are willing to revitalize their community and engage in
meaningful activities to benefit all camp residents. Besides several initiatives on environmental conservation,
climate action and social entrepreneurship, young refugees have started a project to promote fitness and
physical wellness. The Fitness Club offers aerobics, shape construction, yoga and bodybuilding sessions. The
young refugees selected fitness coaches among them to provide these services.

Nearly 70 refugees are meaningfully engaged in horticultural production
Sixty-seven farmers planted sugar beans, Tsunga, and Spinach at the nutrition garden funded by UNHCR in
Tongogara Refugee Camp. These farmers engaged in horticultural production received cash transfers
distributed by UNHCR's livelihoods partner and granted by Global Affairs Canada (GAC). Out of the 67, 41
used the cash to rekindle or start livelihood projects such as small shops. This initiative will enhance
communities' resilience to shocks and stresses as they will have projects to fall back.



Stories from the field: Refugees champion climate action
To heal themselves, some refugees help heal the planet.

Bernard Mutangana, 39, a Congolese refugee who now lives in Zimbabwe’s Tongogara refugee camp,
founded Global Change for Development (GCD). To fight deforestation, GCD has planted over 1,300 trees in
just two years. He is also leading a project on organic food gardening.

"Some people wonder how we will heal the emotional wounds of violence and war,” said Bernard. “For me,
doing good things is how you heal your wounds.”

In Tongogara refugee camp, refugees like Bernard are taking action to restore the environment and mitigate
the effects of climate change. 

Gawaar Juich, 26, is a South Sudanese refugee who leads the Refugee Child's Coalition for Climate Action
(RCCA), which aims to empower young refugees to become climate change advocates. The RCCA organizes
environmental discussions about climate action, tree planting activities, and campaigns to clean up rubbish in
the camp. UNHCR provides them with technical support, masks, and gloves for the clean-up campaigns.
RCCA received funds from the Global Refugee Youth Network (GRYN) in March.

The GRYN also funded Assorted Energy International, a solar energy project led by the young refugee Yves
Umuhoza, 28, originally from Burundi. The organization has installed solar panels and conducted information
sessions on their installation for two refugee youth-led organizations in Tongogara Refugee Camp. The group
has also donated solar lighting kits to people with disabilities in the camp. 
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Yves Umuhoza, a refugee from Burundi,Yves Umuhoza, a refugee from Burundi,
installed solar panels on two refugee youth-installed solar panels on two refugee youth-
led organizations in Tongogara Refugee Camp.led organizations in Tongogara Refugee Camp.
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Funding situation as of 31 May

Financial requirements for 2022 are USD 10.4 million

Funded 11%

1.19 M

Unfunded 89%

9.23 M

For more information on UNHCR’s work in Zimbabwe, please visit Global Focus and UNHCR
Zimbabwe on Twitter, and/or contact Sonia Gonzalez, Associate External Relations Officer:
gonzalso@unhcr.org

UNHCR Zimbabwe is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors who have contributed
to UNHCR programmes with earmarked, softly earmarked and unearmarked funding.

 
United States of America  l Japan l UN Programme on HIV/AIDS l Norway l Sweden l Netherlands l

Denmark l Germany l France l Switzerland l  Belgium l 
Ireland l Italy

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And to private donors
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