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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator in Mongolia in collaboration with humanitarian partners and sector lead agencies. 
It is issued by the United Nations Humanitarian Country Team and covers the period 14 April to 16 May 2016. The next report will be issued on 
or around 14 June. 

 

Highlights 
 The National Emergency Management 

Authority has officially declared the winter 
dzud over; however, spring conditions 
remained variable and harsh, with snowfall 
occurring in some parts, and dry conditions 
anticipated.  

 The consequences of the recent winter dzud 
are linked to El Niño, and may negatively 
impact livestock health and place additional 
strain on herder households in spring and 
during the summer months. Average 
temperatures for May will be higher than 
average in western territories. 

 Pasture re-growth is reportedly normal in 
Khuvsgul, Bulgan, Darkhan-Uul, Khentii, 
Dornod, Uvs, Khovd, Govi-Altai, Zavkhan, 
Arkhangai, Uvurkhangai, Orkhon, Selenge, 
Tuv and some parts of Umnugovi aimags. 
However the remaining aimags are 
experiencing poor to middle levels of renewal. 

 Response activities are ongoing to address 
immediate and medium-term needs. Cash 
grants and cash-for-work interventions have 
begun as part of early recovery efforts.  

 The agriculture sector response is the largest 
at the current time, supporting some 83,000 
herder households with fodder and animal 
health interventions. 

 Initial findings from a United Nations monitoring visit indicated that the comprehensive Central Emergency 
Relief Fund assistance package (which covered food, nutrition, livelihood and livestock needs) has been very 
well received by target herder households. 

 Funding from the Asian Development Bank has been secured to address identified gaps in transportation and 
early recovery response operations including cash grants provision. 

225,800 
Affected people 

11,800 
Vulnerable herder 
households 

1.1 million 
Livestock perished 

US$6.36 
million 
Funding received to 
meet immediate and 
longer term needs 

                 Source: NEMA, Ministry of Food and Agriculture, UN Assessment Findings, Humanitarian Country Team  

Situation Overview 
A harsh dzud winter (November 2015 to April 2016) affected 62,700 households (equivalent to 225,800 people or 
over 41 percent of Mongolia’s herder population). More than 11,800 herder households (approximately 40,000 
people), with less than 100 livestock, are considered most vulnerable. Herders have experienced a number of 
challenges including lack of access to basic services, food insecurity, loss of livelihoods, and psychological trauma. 
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Many people lack cash and debt levels are reportedly rising. The impact on livestock - the primary livelihood source 
for these households - has also been considerable. Of nearly 56 million livestock, over 1.1 million animals have 
perished which represents an increase of over 200,000 in the past month. Of these, 13,280 livestock have died 
from disease which can be attributed to poor animal health, insufficient fodder access and weakened reserves after 
the dzud. 

In collaboration with the Government of Mongolia (GoM), international humanitarian and development partners, 
prioritized early action to respond to the effects of the dzud. The GoM utilized much of its State Emergency 
Reserve towards preparedness and response interventions which included the provision of hay and fodder, road 
clearance and repair, health and social service assistance, transportation and logistics support. 

To complement the GoM action, the UN mobilized $2.4 million through the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) which has enabled delivery of an integrated package through UNICEF, UNFPA, FAO, UNDP, NGO 
partners, World Vision and local government authorities. The CERF intervention is being supplemented with 
funding from ADB, JICA, IFRC, ECHO, USAID, SDC and SIDA, who have contributed an additional $3.9 million to 
implement response interventions in partnership with the Government, Mongolian Red Cross Society (MRCS) and 
humanitarian NGOs such as Mercy Corps, Save the Children, Caritas, People in Need, ADRA and others. 

As of 12 May, there remain unmet medium-
longer term needs within food security, 
agricultural livelihoods, health, nutrition, 
protection and early recovery sectors. The 
potential implications of another prolonged 
dry season and drought combined with the 
severe winter, must also be assessed, 
planned for and resourced so that herders 
have the ability to withstand future stresses 
and uncertainty. At present, the situation for 
nomadic herders in Mongolia remains 
challenging. Over 1.1 million animals perished 
this year, and analysis of the spring birthing 
season will require more time before 
conclusive findings can be drawn about 
recovery. 

The latest new born livestock offspring report from the National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA) and the 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MoFA) has placed the overall national livestock birth rate at 59.2 per cent, which 
is reportedly normal for the time of year. An estimated 13.9 million new goats, sheep, horses, cows and camels 
have so far been born and just over half of the breeding animals (23.9 million) have so far produced offspring (14.1 
million). These initial results show that 270,600 animals with breeding capacity did not yet deliver any new born, 
which is a decrease from previous years, despite the fact that herd numbers have risen since 2011. Further 
verification is needed to determine the status of livestock health and survival. Moreover, it remains unclear what the 
implication of the birthing figures will have on herder households in terms of livelihood recovery, food security, cash 
and income.  

NEMA has confirmed that late April precipitation and temperature variation in Bayan-Ulgii, Uvs, Govi-Altai, 
Zavkhan, Khuvsgul, Arkhangai, Uvurkhangai, Bulgan, Orkhon, Selenge, Darkhan-Uul, Tuv, Khentii, Dornod and 
Dundgovi aimags reached hazardous levels, resulted in the death of many livestock. NEMA has stopped collecting 
information related to snow cover and weather-related conditions and longer-term weather forecasting information 
is now managed by the Institute of Meteorology, Hydrology and Environment. NEMA also reported that no formal 
requests for carcass removal assistance have been received from local authorities. Concerns remain that a 
stressed and weakened agricultural sector may further increase livelihood needs of vulnerable herders.  
 

Funding 
To continue to provide assistance to respond to and mitigate the impacts of dzud and El Nino, the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) is currently seeking US$14.3 million. The amount reflects the anticipated requirement for both 
immediate response needs (which are now largely addressed) as well as medium to longer-term preparedness and 
recovery interventions (where gaps remain), and may be revised subject to the evolving situation and depending on 
climate-change and El Nino related impacts. The HCT Response and Preparedness Plan outlines the approach in 
more detail, and is available at: http://bit.ly/1URrbL7. 
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Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security  

Needs: 

 In the most-affected provinces (aimags), there is limited availability of food and diversification in local markets, 
reduced household food consumption and increased risk of under-nutrition. 

 900 additional households have been identified as in need of food security assistance during CERF food 
package distribution. Further verification is required to determine exact numbers and locations. Harsh 
conditions, high livestock losses, and livelihood strain has meant that many herder households are still 
suffering.  

Response: 

 The overall food sector response is addressing the needs of 10,600 households in 136 districts (soums) in 15 
aimags. According to available data, 6,802 households have so far received food and interventions to assist 
the remaining target households are ongoing.  

 Of the total received, 4,390 households (which include 1,897 boys and girls under -5and 948 pregnant and 
lactating women) in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs and Zavkhan provinces have 
received food packages through CERF assistance. UNICEF and World Vision, in partnership with Save the 
Children, ADRA, and soum level governors and local NEMA authorities have completed distribution.  

 Save the Children collected food assistance from the Altantaria and Bosa companies, checked the quality of 
items and distributed food packages to 1,371 dzud-affected households in nine soums of Bayankhongor and 
three soums in Arkhangai.  

 CERF-supported food interventions increased by 909 to cover additional soums/families within the same target 
aimags. This will help address the vulnerability needs identified during the first distribution and ensure that 
herder households who are suffering livestock loss and shortage of cash receive support. Procurement is 
underway for a second food package distribution to benefit a further 909 households in 23 soums in 
Sukhbaatar, Bayankhongor, Zavkhan and Uvs. World Vision will work through its field branches and deploy 
national teams in target areas where there is no established presence.  

 World Vision has also completed food assistance provision to 1,377 households in 26 soums in Khuvsgul, 
Bulgan, Tuv, Khentii and Bayan-Ulgii.  

 People in Need (PiN) has completed food parcel provision to 1,404 households in four soums in Sukhbaatar 
and three soums in Dornod in partnership with MRCS and NEMA. Activities have been funded by ECHO.  

 MRCS is providing food and cash support to 3,600 households in 17 aimags. Of these 1500 households will 
receive food parcels and 1200 households will receive a combination of food and cash.  

 Caritas is supporting 870 households with food assistance in11 soums in Khentii and Dornogobi. 

 ADRA worked with World Vision and local officials to provide food assistance to 1,090 herder households in 11 
soums in Uvs. Currently ADRA Mongolia and ADRA Japan are distributing food to 730 households in eight 
soums in Bayankhongor with Japan Platform funding. Beneficiaries were double-checked with INGO and 
government partners to avoid duplication in the target areas.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Limited food stocks and a lack of availability in local markets meant that procurement had to occur in 
Ulaanbaatar or through import. This resulted in commodity savings but increased transportation costs. 
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 Access constraints in Uvs and Zavkhan meant distribution delays were experienced affecting around 2000 
households. 

 

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 The current measles outbreak in Mongolia has increased the risk of under-nutrition and mortality for vulnerable 
children.  

 The already poor nutritional status of children in herder households who have incurred significant livestock loss 
increases the risk of under-nutrition during spring. This is exacerbated by the limited availability of food on the 
market, increased food prices, as well as inadequate essential micronutrients due to a lack of dietary diversity.  

Response: 

 Targeted nutrition support from UNICEF and the Ministry of Health and Sports (MoHS) has assisted 4,390 
households in 45 soums in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs, and Zavkhan. Households 
received micronutrient supplements for children under five years old and pregnant and lactating women. 
Interventions are complementing the food assistance also provided.  

 1,800 children under five years old have received 6,824 packs of Multiple Micronutrient Powder (MNPs) and 
948 pregnant and lactating women have been assisted with 131 packs of MNPs. The nutrition component of 
the CERF intervention has been distributed as part of a comprehensive assistance package which also 
contained food rations.  

 In target 45 soums of 6 provinces areas, approximately 1,900 children under 5 years old and 950 pregnant and 
lactating mothers in herder households are receiving nutrition services (counseling, screening and multiple 
micronutrient supplements). As well, 156 health workers from 45 soums and 6 aimags have been trained. Cash 
for fuel has also been provided by UNICEF to soum hospitals to enable access to the services. Interventions 
will continue until the end of August 2016. 

 In addition, approximately 4,952 children 6-23 months old in herder households in target 45 soums of 6 
provinces are benefiting from the 17,372 packs of multiple micronutrient powders. Note that the CERF target 
households were planned for 4,390 households. The actual distribution of nutrition and food interventions 
covered higher number of households as per list of affected households provided by local authorities. 

 With technical assistance of MoHS and Public Health Institute, 18 health officials from 6 target provinces were 
trained on Nutrition Services in Dzud situation who further trained 156 primary health workers from 45 soum 
health centers in 6 target provinces. Trained primary health workers are providing nutrition services (nutrition 
screening, nutrition counseling and distribution of multiple micronutrient supplements) to children and women in 
dzud affected households.  

 WHO and UNICEF continue to provide technical support to MoHS and will cover technical and operational 
costs for the upcoming May 2016 measles vaccination campaign targeting persons from 18 to 30 years of age. 
73 packs of Vitamin A (100,000 IU) for 36,632 children (aged between 6-11 months) and 1,064 packs of 
Vitamin A for 266,005 children (aged between 12 and 59 months) have been provided to meet national 
coverage needs. UNICEF has a standing MoU with the MoH on procurement and supply of vaccines and 
medicines. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Limited food stocks and a lack of availability in local markets meant that procurement had to occur in 
Ulaanbaatar or through import. This resulted in commodity savings but increased transportation costs. 

 Access constraints in Uvs and Zavkhan meant distribution delays were experienced affecting around 2000 
households.  
 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Support is needed to ensure the specific dignity, safety and health needs of women and girls are prioritized and 
met, and fully respected.  

 An estimated 500 pregnant and postpartum women require standard antenatal, postnatal and emergency 
obstetric and new-born care services in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs, and Zavkhan. 



  Mongolia Dzud Situation Report No. 2 | 5 
 
 

United Nations Office of the Resident Coordinator 
www.un-mongolia.mn 

 Mobile health outreach services are needed to ensure remote households have access to existing health 
services at soum level. 

Response: 

 The overall protection response in Mongolia is targeting 13,546 households in 57 soums in Arkhangai, 
Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Khovd, Selenge, Sukhbaatar, Uvs and Zavkhan. The intervention is led by UNFPA 
in close consultation with NEMA, the Ministry of Population Development and Social Protection (MoPDSP) and 
the MoHS. 

 UNFPA has utilized its CERF allocation to support girls’ and women’s dignity and protection needs, and to 
facilitate access to reproductive health services. Mobile outreach clinics are being established, and efforts to 
strengthen soum health services capacity are ongoing.  

 4,390 target households in 45 soums in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs and Zavkhan 
have received support with Dignity Kits provided to 7,962 women and girls. The kits contain essential items to 
protect women and girls, and help to maintain hygiene. Items include sanitary napkins, hand soaps, underwear 
and socks, that are contextually appropriate in Mongolia, as well as information on Sexual and Reproductive 
Health (SRH) services and how to access them. The kits also include items such as whistle and torch that help 
mitigate vulnerability to Gender Based Violence (GBV).  

 UNFPA will utilise CERF savings to procure and distribute an additional 3,590 Dignity Kits to support women in 
1,819 additional households (two kits per house) in 27 soums within Arkhangai, Sukhbaatar, Bayankhongor, 
Uvs and Zavkhan.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The situation in the northern soums of Uvs and Zavkhan was very bad during dignity kit distribution, due to still 
heavy snow, perished animals, and a lack of firewood. Access delays were experienced in Uvs, Zavkhan and 
Bayankhongor, however the transportation company hired by NEMA safely delivered the kits to target soums. 
Conditions were better in Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Arkhangai and most soums of Bayankhongor. 

 Insufficient available data and lack of local reporting mechanisms for Gender Based Violence (GBV), 
particularly for women and girls in remote herder households.     
 

 Agriculture 

Needs:  

 Vulnerable herder households continue to require support to improve livestock management, increase the 
strength, health and quality of herds, and promote self-sufficiency. There are also medium-longer term needs in 
pasture management and alternative livelihoods. 

Response: 

 The agriculture sector response is the largest at the current time, which reflects the seriousness of conditions 
facing herders. FAO, Save the Children, World Vision, Mercy Corp, NEMA, SDG-GG and ADRA, in partnership 
with NEMA, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MoFA), Department of Veterinary and Animal Breeding and 
Association of Pasture User Groups of Herders (APUG) are targeting 82,958 households in 241 soums in 20 
aimags across the country through a variety of targeted interventions including fodder provision, animal health 
support and vaccinations. 69,748 households have so far received assistance, with ongoing support being 
provided to 12,669 households.  

 NEMA has completed provision of fodder to 38,370 households in 189 soums in 17 aimags. This was in part 
supported by the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) in Zavkhan, as well as other sources.  

 Mercy Corp has provided transportation support to improve access links between 6,110 households in 30 
soums and animal health services in Zavkhan and Uvs. Training of local officials in winter preparedness has 
also been completed. 

 SDC-GG has completed provision of animal balanced feed packages and fuel vouchers to 23,902 households 
in 120 soums in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Bayan-Ulgii, Uvs, Zavkhan, Gobi-Altai and Khovd. The packages 
contain bran which is used to feed pregnant and lactating animals, and working horses, as well as fuel for 
migrations to spring rangelands.   

 FAO’s agriculture support is targeting 10,638 households. Animal feed and health kits have been provided to 
4,390 households in 45 soums in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs and Zavkhan as part 
of the comprehensive CERF package distributed with support of soum authorities. The animal feed package 
contained fodder, hay, milk replacement for newborn animals, as well as protein, vitamin and mineral 
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supplements. The health kits contained diarrhea control medicine, multivitamin, syringe, and fever and 
implementation drug and multi-purpose animal first aid. Instructions were also provided.  

 In addition, FAO has supported the Department of Veterinary and Animal Breeding to provide vaccinations and 
animal health improvement measures in Ulaanbaatar, Tuv and Gobisumber to contain and manage the 
outbreak of Capri (sheep) pox. Vaccination of 500,000 animals is ongoing with the first two batches completed 
by local vets.  

 FAO has completed provision animal feed packages and flour to 1,750 households in 35 soums in 10 aimags. 
Animal feed and health kits were also provided to support 57 nucleus pedigree flocks from 13 state-owned 
breeding centers in 23 soums in Zavkhan, Tuv, Uvs, Bayankhongor, Khovd, Dundgobi, Dornod, Khentii, 
Khuvsgul, Bulgan, Gobi-Altai, Umnugobi and Sukhbaatar. Of 55,975,000 million livestock in Mongolia, 
23,853,100 have breeding capacity (less than half). FAO’s support to the breeding centers will complement 
MoFA, Department of Veterinary and Animal Breeding and NEMA actions to protect valuable livestock assets. 

 Save the Children is assisting 2,213 households with agricultural support. Provision of animal balanced feed 
packages to 1,366 households in 10 soums in Sukhbaatar and Arkhangai is completed. Ongoing animal health 
kit distribution is occurring to benefit 771 households in seven soums as well as fodder restocking for 71 target 
households in four soums in Sukhbaatar. 

 World Animal Protection (WAP) has provided tarpaulins for animal shelter front coverage to 2,100 households 
in Tuv, Uvs, Arkhangai, Zavkhan, Bulgan, Selenge, Dundgobi, in partnership with MRCS.  

 World Vision has provided animal health kits 550 households in 15 soums in Khuvsgul, Bulgan, Tuv and 
Khentii. 

 FAO are planning to implement an additional two million vaccinations, to improve diagnosis, cold chain storage, 
and technical capacity. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There are shortfalls in the available resources for sheep pox vaccinations in Mongolia. The national target is 
seven million, however the current government allocation will only cover production, testing and delivery for 
approximately 3.9 vaccinations, leaving shortfall of 1.5 million vaccines after the FAO plan is delivered.  

 Further assessment is needed to identify the key issues impeding the recovery of herder livelihoods. 
 

 Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Poorer herder families often do not have cash or income to withstand continuous shocks and stresses and 
therefore debt is increasing.  

Response: 

 The sector overall is supporting 12,319 households in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Bayan-Ulgii, Bulgan, 
Dundgobi, Khuvsgul, Selenge, Sukhbaatar, Tuv, Uvs and Zavkhan to meet early recovery needs.  

 MRCS has completed provision of cash grants to 1,500 households in 78 soums in Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, 
Bayan-Ulgii, Khuvsgul, Selenge, Tuv, Uvs and Zavkhan. The grants are between $30 and $100 to complement 
food assistance provided to vulnerable and low income households.  

 Save the Children has supported 637 households through their Cash Transfer Program (CTP) with grants of 
$70 in seven soums in Sukhbaatar and three soums in Arkhangai.  

 Save the Children has completed carcass removal assistance, benefiting 2,182 households in three soums in 
Arkhangai. Carcass removal support is also ongoing in a further seven soums in Sukhbaatar which will benefit 
3,610 households.  

 Mercy Corps implemented cash-for-work schemes which created jobs for 44 people to provide fodder in 15 
soums in Uvs, and a further 17 people who cleared snow from 93 km road in Zavkhan. Distribution occurred 
together with a local contracted company and SDC. Mercy Corps also supported the distribution of aid kits 
(containing hay, fodder, food, hygiene items, and animal health and welfare kits) to 147 households in 47 
soums in four aimags with FAO, and to 174 households in 20 soums in two aimags with MRCS. Mercy Corps is 
planning to distribute non-food item (NFI) kits to 931 herder households.  

 ADRA is planning carcass removal activities in eight soums in Uvs with the highest number of animal loss, 
pending funding approval. 

 UNDP, in partnership with Khan Bank, has started distributing cash grants to 4,390 households in six aimags 
using CERF funds. Grants are the equivalent of approximately $100 per household, and will support vulnerable 
families to meet their basic needs.  
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 ADB has signed a $2 million agreement for dzud assistance with the Ministry of Finance (MoF). The project will 
be implemented by NEMA and the Ministry of Health and Sport in Sukhbaatar, Uvs, Bayankhongor, Zavkhan, 
Arkhangai, Dundgobi and Tuv. Activities will include provision of a multi-purpose cash grant, and delivery of 99 
emergency vehicles to soum hospitals to increase emergency rescue capacity. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Deteriorating weather in a number of western aimags meant that many herder families ran out of reserve fodder 
to feed their animals. The assistance initially planned per herder family had to be altered to meet increased 
demand.  

 During preparatory meetings for food distribution, local governors and authorities noted that the number of 
households initially identified as most vulnerable - those with less than 100 livestock - has increased due to 
livestock loses in recent months. It has also become apparent that some herder households who met the initial 
criteria for assistance over reported the number of livestock in order to meet the requirement for bank loans. 
FAO and other agencies like MRCS have recognized this, and consequently broadened their eligibility criteria 
for longer-term response interventions to address these gaps.  

 

      Multi-Sector 

Needs:  

 Based on previous experience, agencies are aware of the need to invest in medium-term interventions that 
address underlying causes of vulnerability and build household resilience. This will involve targeted measures 
in sectors including health, education and WASH, to strengthen emergency preparedness, Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) and Disaster Risk Management (DRM) capacities, at institutional and community levels, 
mainstreamed in ongoing development efforts. Partners and interventions will be revised based on emerging 
needs. 

Response: 

 WASH: The Asian Development Bank (ADB), in partnership with the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction (JFPR) 
have rehabilitated and reconstructed water points in two soums in Bayankhongor. ADB and JFPR have 
supported a herder agreement on water point usage in one soum in Bayankhongor.  

 Education: Save the Children are implementing ongoing education activities, targeting children who missed 
school during the dzud, as well as underperforming children, in 10 soums in Arkhangai and Uvurkhangai. This 
will involve the provision of winter clothing and daily kits in schools and dormitories.  

 Health: Save the Children are working with 10 soum hospitals in Sukhbaatar and Arkhangai to provide 
prevention checkups and vaccinations for newly born. Outreach support, including fuel and ambulance, has 
been provided in seven soums in Sukhbaatar and two soums in Arkhangai with activities ongoing in one more 
soum in Arkhangai. Health worker training is ongoing in five soums in Uvurkhangai and five soums in 
Arkhangai with Psychological First Aid (PFA) for children Training of Trainers (ToT) being provided to 155 
people, including students, teachers and social workers. The (ToT) is occurring in partnership with MRCS, 
government health and education authorities. Training manuals, posters, brochures, monitoring tools and 
methodology will be shared with IFRC so they can develop similar approach for an additional 5,000 children in 
four different aimags. 

 NFIs: 23 domestic agencies, entities, enterprises and citizens have generously provided 31,358 contributions in 
kind and MNT 6.2 million for the dzud response. NEMA has delivered all assistance to beneficiaries in 
Bayanhonghkor, Selenge, Dundgovi, Uvs, Khovd, Zavkhan, Khentii, Khuvsgul and Umnugovi.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insufficient funding for psychosocial support activities.   
 

General Coordination 
The GoM holds the responsibility for disaster management through NEMA which reports to the Deputy Prime 
Minister. NEMA also functions as host of the Secretariat of Mongolia’s National Emergency Committee. The HCT 
holds regular monthly meetings which are attended by the international community, development partners and co-
chaired by NEMA and the UN Resident Coordinator (RC). Ongoing efforts are also being made to strengthen 
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existing coordination mechanisms and improve information flow. Sector leads have so far held a formal 
coordination meeting, and are collaborating regularly with the Office for the Resident Coordinator regarding the 
dzud response.  

To effectively support the Government in with the dzud response, the international community, together with the 
NEMA, has streamlined coordination arrangements as follows:  

 

 
 

Close coordination and collaboration with the GoM has been critical in devising the nature and scope of support 
provided. NEMA and the local authorities helped with the selection of beneficiary households by validating the 
relevant data. Local authorities also played an important role in ensuring the delivery of assistance from soum 
centers to the targeted households. A concerted effort was also made to use common guidelines and criteria to 
determine household vulnerability, streamline targeting and standardize assistance to improve coordination and 
synergies between the various international actors involved in the response. Joint multi-sector assessments were 
also successfully conducted and helped improve identification of critical needs, scope, scale and coverage.  

The HCT recognizes that future investment is essential to strengthen existing preparedness and response 
mechanisms, address underlying causes of vulnerability related to climate change and environmental degradation, 
and build resilience and self-sufficiency. This commitment is articulated in the HCT Response and Preparedness 
Plan, which was presented at the global El Niño conference in Geneva in late April. 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Emma Renowden, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, UNOCHA/UNRCO, renowden@un.org, Tel: +976 9570 901 

For more information, please visit www.un-mongolia.mn and www.reliefweb.int/mng.  

mailto:renowden@un.org
http://www.un-mongolia.mn/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

