
Inter-agency Rapid Needs Assessment Report: 
Jikmir, Upper Nile (28-29 January 2017)

Background
On 2 January 2017, fighting between Government and 
opposition forces broke out at Ketbek in Nasir County, 
Upper Nile, and spread to Nor-Deng, Wecjoak, Kuerengke, 
Wangbup, Nayguen and Wathmalual bomas resulting 
in displacement of the entire population of these areas. 
Armed clashes resumed the following week, forcing 
people to flee from Mandeng, Nyatot, Nyariew 2, Nor-
Thok, Benytik, Nyakang and Torkech towards the south–
east and north-east of Nasir County, along the border with 
Ethiopia. A larger number of internally displaced people 
(IDP) concentrated in Burebeiy, Nyienygog, Malual (Makak) 
and Koap (Jikmir). Some also fled to the neighbouring 
county of Ulang. Humanitarian organizations based in 
Madeng relocated to Jikmir.
Nasir County is generally under the control of opposition 
forces. However, government forces have been in control 
of Nasir town since May 2014.
From 28 to 29 January 2017, an inter-agency rapid needs 
assessment (IRNA) and response mission travelled to 
Jikmir to assess the humanitarian needs. 
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Key overview of findings
Fighting in Nasir County in January 2017 displaced an estimated 33,000 people, including around 22,110 who were 
staying in the four locations near the border with Ethiopia that were visited by the Inter-Agency Rapid Needs Assessment 
(IRNA) team. The first attack on 2 January reportedly happened during the morning hours as people were going about 
their daily chores. During the fighting, homes were reportedly looted and burned, ten people, including six children, 
were reportedly killed, more than 20 children were reported as missing or separated, and cases of sexual violence were 
reported. The majority of people displaced by the fighting were women, children and the elderly, including persons with 
specific needs.
IDPs in the four sites reported their main needs to be food and/or livelihoods (particularly fishing supplies), healthcare, 
and water, sanitation and hygiene. Most people from locations attacked on 2 January fled with nothing, while others in 
locations that were subsequently attacked managed to carry minimal food and non-food items. Most IDPs fled with their 
cattle and goats and took them to the cattle camps. However, some livestock were reportedly lost during the fighting and 
a livestock disease outbreak was reported. The IDPs reported receiving some support from the host communities, and 
supplemented this with fishing and eating wild leaves. Some IDPs were depending on their livestock for milk, meat and 
sales to buy grain. Lack of fishing gear and limited grain supplies in the market were cited as key food security concerns.
The assessment team carried out nutrition screening across all four displacement sites, finding relatively stable nutrition 
status amongst displaced children under age 5. Nine children were found to be moderately malnourished of which six 
were new cases and three old cases who were no longer accessing nutrition services due to displacement. Two children 
were found to be severely malnourished. All cases were referred to outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) sites. 
Malaria, respiratory infections and diarrhoea were noted as the most common diseases among the IDP population. The 
IRNA team carried with them a two week supply of emergency medicines for the Jikmir referral centre and more drugs 
have been requested for mobile community health workers who continue to provide basic medical services. 
There were no latrines in the areas of displacement, forcing IDPs to practice open defecation among several other poor 
hygiene practices. Although the IDPs have access to adequate water supply for domestic use from the river, the water is 
untreated. General lack of hygiene supplies, including sanitary items for women and girls, was also noted. 
Although schools were expected to open early February 2017, lack of education material and space in the existing 
schools was reported. There is only one school in Jikmir, and the primary school in Maker is not operational. Teachers, 
who were available among the displaced communities, requested education material and temporary learning spaces to 
ensure that the displaced children could access education. 

May 2014 January  2017August - Dec 2016

In August, fighting breaks out between 
SPLA and SPLA-iO in Nasir town, where 
civilians presence is minimal. Sporadic 
shelling and clashes in Nasir County 
continues throughtout the rest of the year.  

On 2 January, fighting between government and 
opposition forces breaks out at Ketbek and spreads 
to Nor-Deng, Wecjoak, Kuerengke, Wangbup, 
Nayguen and Wathmalual, resulting in displace-
ment of the population from these areas.

 
 CRISIS TIMELINE

SPLA takes over Nasir town, while 
SPLA-iO retains control of most of the
rural areas of the County. Over 20,000 
civilians fled to Ethiopia. 
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Population Movements
The IRNA team estimated that some 33,000 people had been displaced following the fighting in Nasir County in January 
2017. During the assessment, the team visited four sites, and estimated that: nearly 4,000 people were staying with host 
communities in Jikmir centre and Retguk village in Maker payam; more than 11,500 people were staying in and around 
Malual, including at the cattle camp; and a further 6,600 people were estimated to be staying in Bou village of Burbei 
stretching along the Giro river. In addition to the IDPs in the four locations that the IRNA team visited, the team estimated 
that a further 11,000 people were likely to be displaced within Nasir County, considering that such payams as Kuerengke 
were reportedly completely deserted and based on November 2016 General Food Distribution (GFD) registration data 
provided by local authorities. A further 4,200 IDPs that reportedly fled to Wanding payam of Ulang County were not 
counted in the displacement figures for Nasir County. Although some IDP families crossed the Giro River into Ethiopia, 
according to local authorities and focus group discussions, IDPs had no intention of seeking asylum and were waiting 
for an improvement in the security situation to enable them to return to their places of origin. IDPs expressed fears that 
there was a high likelihood of further clashes during the dry season in and around Nasir town and reported that the use 
of helicopter gunships during recent attacks made them reticent to immediately return. 
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  FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS

HEALTH

 NUTRITION

Functionality of health facilities 
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Top 3 main health concerns:
1   Malaria      2   Diarrhoeal diseases      3   Acute Respiratory Infection   
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Participant organizations

 WASH

 PROTECTION

• IDPs expressed concerns regarding the continued potential for clashes in the areas they had fled from, 
including use of helicopter gunships

• There were reports of separated and unaccompanied minors, which are being followed up on. Parents 
expressed fears regarding the risk of abduction of children. 

• There is a breakdown in community protection mechanisms as IDPs are scattered in different areas and 
armed actors remain present in multiple locations in Nasir County. 

• There have been cases of SGBV reported, including cases of girls going missing when they went back to 
check on the homes they were displaced from. There is a risk of further SGBV cases. 

• Children are exposed to extreme and harsh weather conditions. There are also risks for children playing 
near the river due to the presence of wild animals. 

The IRNA team meets with displaced people during the assessment.

• Trusted sources of information: Relatives 
and community leaders. 

• Main source of information: Family 
members who visit to check on area of 
pre-displacement.

• Most important information: security 
situation.

For the full dataset of the IRNA, please visit: 
https://goo.gl/eukFjV
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• People don’t have access to radio handsets. 

• People don’t have access to mobile phones. 
• There is no mobile network.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION


